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An Act to make further a n d  better provision for the conservation 
a n d  rrlanagenlent of thewildlifeof Botswana, giving effect to CITES 
a n d  arly other international convention for the protection of fauna 
a n d  flora to which Botswana is, from time to time, a pa r ty ,  to 
provide for the establishment, control a n d  managementofnational 
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Dare of Assenr: 10th November, 1992. 
Date of Commencement: l l th December, 1992. 
ENACTED by the Parliament of Botswana 

PART I - Prelimrinary 

shorn ride 1. 'Illis Act may be cited as the Wildlife Consehauon and National 
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Parks Act. 1992. 
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(e) the cultivation of any land therein, the conditions under which 
persons may cultivate, and the allocation of land for cultivauon; 
conditions governing the drilling, allocation and use ofboreholes; 

(g) conditions governing the use therein of vehicles, aeroplanes, 
microlight aircraft and boats; 

(h) the entry or the presence therein of persons ocher than residents 
: ,  thereot and 

\ 
(i) the culling of animals therein in accordance with any approved 

game animal utiLization scheme. 
(4) In his duties relating to the development of wildhie management 

areas, their management plans and their administration, the Director 
I shall consult with the land boards and district councils responsible for 

the areas concerned. 
16. (1)'The areas specified iq the Fourth Schedule are hereby G n m l l c d  

declared to be conuolled hunting areas. hun~ing arcas 

(2) The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette, declare any 
ar& of land in Botswana to be a controlled hunting area, and may, in 
like manner, abolish deflared conuolled hunting areas or amend the 
boundaries of declared conu-olled hunting areas by adding other areas 
thereto o; by deleting akas therefrom. 

(3) Except for persons authorized therefor under sections 30,39 and 
40, and nofwilhstanding the issue of any licence*to hunt under this Act, 
no person shall hunt or capture any animal in a controlled hunting area 
without such authority to hunt in that area as shall be endorsed on his 
licence, and without paying such fee, as may be prescribed 

(4) The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette, direct char 
any fees collectedin accordance with subsection (3), shall be paid to such 
district council or councils as may be specified in the order. 

(5) Any person hunting in a controlled hunting area shall, as soon as 
possible g ~ d  in any event within 7 days of the completion of such 
hundng unless otherwise authorized by alicensing officer and endorsed 
on his licence, report such completion to a wildlife officer, and any 
person who fails to comply with the provisions of this subsection shall 
be guilty of an offence and liable to a h e  of P500 and imprisonment for 
6 m o n Q .  

(6) Any person hunting or capturing any animal in a conuollcd 
hunting area without such authority and paying such fee as may be 
prescribed in accordance with subsection (3), or contrary to the terms 
of such authority. shall be guilty of an offence and, wilhout derogation 
from his liability under any other provision of this Acr, shall be liable to 
a fine of P2 000 and to inlprisonment for 2 years. 

PART IV - Prorected Game Animals 
17. (1) The animals b~ecifiedinthe SixthSchedule shall be protected Pmtcncd 

game animals throughout Botswana. game animals 
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(2) No person shall, except only under and in accordace with the 
terms and conditions of a permit issued by the Director under section 39 
orsection40, huntorcapture any protected game animal, and any person 
who contravenes the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable to a fine of P10 000 and to imprisonment for 7 years: 

Provided that, where the animal in respect of which the offence is 
committed is a rhinoceros, the offender shall be liable to a fine of P100 
000. and to imprisonment for 15 years. 

PART V - Hunring and Capruring of Animals 
18. The animals specified in Pan I of the Seventh Schedule shall be 

partially protected game animals throughout Botswana, and no person 
shall, except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a 
Licence or permit issued under this Act, hunt or capture any partially 
protected game animal. 

19. (1) Except as, or to such extent as may be, specially pi6;ided in 
this Act no person shall hunt or capture any animal (other than a 
non-designated invertebrate animal outside of a national park or a game 
reserve) otherwise than under and in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of a licence issued, or a permitgranted. under this Act: 

Provided that a citizen of Botswana may hunt any non-designated 
animal, other than in a national park or a game reserve, for consumption 
by himself or his dependants, without a licence or p e n i t  

(2) The animals specified in Parts I1 and L11 of the Seventh Schedule 
are animals that may be hunted under and in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of a licence issued under this Act: l 

Provided that where an area is or area. are specified in relation to 
a particular animal, that animal may only be hunted in that area or in 
those areas, as the case may be. 

(3) h y  person who contravenes the provisions of section 18 or 
subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
liable - 

(a) if the connavention is in respect of a partially protected game 
animal, to a fine of P5 000 and to imprisonment for 5 years: i 

Provided that where the animal in respect of which the offence 
is committed is an elephant. the offender shall be liable to a fine 
of P50 000, and to imprisonment for 10 years; 

(b)  if the conuavention is in respect of any animal specified in 
Part L1 of the Seventh Schedule, to a fine of P2 000 h d  to 
imprisonment for 2 years: 

(c) if the contravention is in respect of a bird specitied in Part 11f of 
the Seventh Schedule. to a fme of P 1 000 and to imprisonment for 
1 year, 

(6) if the contravention is in respect of any non-designated animal, or 
in respect of my term or condition of any Licence or permit issued 
LO that person, to a fme of P500 and to imprisonment for 6 months. 

9 
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approval of the Director, of any game animal or the meat, 
',, eggs or trophy of any game animal lawfully killed on that 

1 
J 

land by such person; or I 

(iii) the sale of a trophy where a single game Licence pertaining 
to that trophy is handed over wirh the trophy, or to the sale 

l 
of a lrophy obtained in accordance with the terms of a small 
game licence, or to the sale of a trophy obtained outside a 
national park or a game reserve by the holder of a special 
game licence, where the buyer records and retains Ihe 
number of the licence and the name and address of the 

l holder of such licence. 
(2) Any game animal ornon-designated animal, or rhe meat, eggs or 

trophy of any sych animal fourld in any shop, store or other place of 
business, shall bq presumed to have been acquircd for the purpose of sale, 
and the person in whose possession it is found shall be presumed to have 
dealt therewilhin contravention of the provisions of this section unless 
he is the holder of a valid permit granted to him in terms of section 
39 (1) (c) or unIess he proves to the contrary. 

(3) h y p c r s o n  whocontravenes the provisionsofsubsection (1) shall 
bc guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of P1 000 and to imprisonment 
for 1 year. 

61. (1) No person shall purchase from allother person any game Purchascsol 

animal or non-designated animal or the meat, eggs or trophy thereof lnimllr or 

without satisfying himself, by reasonablc evidence, that such other ~'~,~,~rcof 
person is tlizholder of a valid permit granted to him in terms of section 
39 (1) ( c )  authorizing him to sell such animal, meat, eggs or trophy, or 
that he is entitlcd to do so in accordance with the provisions ofsection 60 C 

or by virtue of regulations made under section 30, and any person who 
contravenes the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of an offence 
and Liablc to a fine of P2 000 and to imprisonment for 2 years. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection ( l) ,  a person shall 
not be guilty of an offence under that subsection if he purchases such 
animal, meat, eggs or trophy - 

(a )  from a stall at any fete, bazaar or other like function which is open 
to h e  public; 

(b) from any person who lawfully exhibits his goods for sale in any 
road, street or olher public place; or 

(c)  in the ordinary course of business from a person who carries on 
business in a shop, store or olher fixed place of business. 

PART X - Expurl and import of Anirnals. Trophies 
4 . and  clear, and Salt and Manufacture 

of Arricles from Trophies 
62. (1) WO pcrson shall, exccpt undcr and in accordance w i h  h e  Expon and 

terms pnd conditions of a permit grantcd to lum by thc Director undcr lmpsrtof 

subsection (2), export from or import into or transport through or 'n'ma"c'C. 
I re-export from Botswana any animal, or trophy, meat or eggs hcreof 



(2) The export, import, transport through and re-export of animds 
listed under the Appendices to CITES, and any trophy, meat or eggs 
thereof shall be permitted only in accordance with rhe provisions of 
CITES, and before any permit is issued under subsection (l), the 
Director, as Management Authority in accordance w i h  the terms of 
CITES, shall require to be satisfied that - 

(a) the animal, trophy, meat or eggs has or have been lawfully 
acquired; 

(b)  the issue of the permit will not in any way be detrimental to the 
survival of the species; 

(c) where required, the Management Authority of the importing 
country has granled an import permit in respect of the animal, 
trophy, meat or eggs: and 

(4 in the case of a live animal, all necessary steps have been taken 
to minimize the risk of injury, cruelty or  damage to its health 
during transport or transshipment of the animal to its destination. 

(3) Subject tocompliance w i ~ h  the provisions ofany otherwrittenlaw 
relating to the export or import of goods, to the provisions of 
subsecdons (2) and (4), and to any regulations made or directions given, 
or terms and conditions imposed by the Minister in respect of certain or 
specified animals, a licensing officer may, on applicationbcing made in 
such fonn and on payment of such fee as may be prescribed, grant 
permits for the expon from or import into or re-export from Botswana 
of any animal, or trophy, meat or eggs thereof. 

(4) Where, subject to the provisions ofsubsection (2), a permit for the 
export of any elephant tusk is granted, the weight thereof and the 
distinctive mark and number placed thereon in terms of section.67 (2) 
shall be endorsed on the permit. 

(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection(1) shall 
be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of P10 000 and to imprison- 
ment for 7 years: 

Provided that - 
(a) where the contraventionis in respect of a rhinoceros or any t phy 

thereof, the penalty shall be a fine o lP  I00 WO. and impriso%ent 
for 10 years; or ! 

(b) where the contravention is in respect of an elephant or any trophy 
thereof, the penalty shall be a fine of P50 000, and iniprisonment 
for 10 years. 

Provided  hat - 



provisions of section 89, by virtue of such licence, or lawfully 
imported into Botswana and then re-exported; and 

( b )  no order by the hlinister that has the effict of imposing such a 
duty, or of increasing the existing rate of duty, in respect of any 
animal or item, shall have force or effect until the expiration of a 
period of two months from the date of publication of the order in 
the Gazette. 

64. No person shall sell or otherwise deal in, or manufacture any Dealing in 

article fmm, any trophy that has not been lawfully imported into, or whia 
wldch has not been obtained from an animal lawfully killed or captured 
in, Botswana. and any person who contravenes the provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of P5 000 and to 
imprisonment for 5 years: 

, . , 
Provided that where the offence is in respect of a trophy from a 

rtlinoceros or an elephant, h e  penalties shall be as provided respectively ' 
, in paragraphs (a) and ( b )  of the proviso to section 6 2  (5) .  

1 .  65. (1) No person shall carry on the business of a trophy dealer except Trophy 

under [he authority of and in accordance with the terms and conditions de"er'J 
licence 

or  a trophy dealer's licence, and no person other than the holder of a 
trpphy dealer's licence shall employ or engage any other person to 
manufacture any article from any trophy. 

'(2) Application for a trophy dealer's licence shall be made to the 
Director insuch form as may be prescribed, and the Director may, at his 
discretion, where the circumstances so warrant, and on payment of such 
fee as may beprescribed, issue the licence in the prescribed f o h .  subject 
to such terms and conditions as he may determine, and as shall be 
endorsed on the licence. 

(3) A trophy dealer's licence may be issued in respect of certain 
classes of trophy only, as may be endorsed on the licence, and the holder 
thereof shall not deal in trophies other than those so endorsed. 

(4) A trophy dealer's licence shall not be transferable, and no person 
other than the person to whom i t  is issued shall make use of such licence. 

( 5 )  A trophy dealer's licence shall be valid for one year from the date - 
on which it is issued: 

Providcd that the Director may forthwith cancel the Licence of any 
trophy dcalcr convicted of an offence under this Act. 

( 6 )  Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the Director to issue a 
licence under ttds section, or by any terms and conditions subject to 
which such licence is issued, or by the cancellauon of a licence by the 
Director, may appeal therefrorn 10 the htinister whose decision thereon 
shall be final. 

(7) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the provi- 
sions of this section or with the terms and condiuons subject to which 
his licence was issued, shall be guilty of an offence 'and liable to a fine 
of P5 000 and to imprisonment for 5 years. 
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66. (1) A trophy dealer shall keep and maintain a register in such 
fonn and shall make such returns as may be prescribed, and any trophy 
dealer who contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of P2 000 and to 
imprisonment for 2 years. 

(2) A wildlife officer or a police officer may, at all reasonable times, 
entcr the licensed premises of a trophy dealer and inspect the register and 
returns which he is required to keep or make under subsection (1). 

PART X1 - ivory and Rhinoceros Horn 
67. (1)  Any person who kills an elephant shall produce its lower jaw, 

its tail and its tusks to a licensing officer at such wildlife office as may 
be presribed for such purpose, within 7 days immediately after the 
killing, or within such extended period as the licensing officer may, in- 
any special circumstances, authorize, together with the appropriiCe 
licence or permit, and where the licence or permit holder fails to 
produce any one of such parts, or the licence, the licensing officer may 
refuse to register the tusks. 

(2) The licensing officer to whom such tusks are produced shall, if 
satisfied alter such enquiry as he may consider necessary that they have 
been lawfully obtained, and that possession and ownership thereof will 
not be contrary to the terms of CITES, weigh them and cause them to be 
marked wilh a distinctive mark and number and the name of the owner, 
the date and such other infomlation as may be required in a register to 
be kept for that purpose, and, subject to subsection (3), return them to 
the person producing them together with a certificat~ ofownership ih the 
prescribed form, on which shall be endorsed the registered particulars. 

(3) Where a licensing officer is not satisfied that the tusks have been 
lawfully obtained, or that possession or ownership ihereof will be in 
accordance with the lenns of CITES, he may retain lhern pending further 
invcs tigation: 

Provided that if no criminal proceedings are instituted against the 
person producing the tusks within Uiree rnonths of their being produced, 
thc licensing officer shall, subject to the terms of CITES, proceed todeal 
with h e  tusks in accordance with subseclion (2). 

(4) Where a tusk is of an immature elephant, as dctermined in 
accordance wirh regulations made under section 92, it shall be a \ 

Govenment'trophy, and the liccnsingofficershallnot register it or return 
i t  to the licence holder. 

(5) h y  person who fails to comply with the provisions of subscction 
( l ) ,  or. whois found in possessionof tusks which have not been registered 
in accordance with the provisions of subsection (2), shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable to a fine of P50 000 and to imprisonment for 10 years. 

( 6 )  Any person who kills a rilinoceros shall produce the horn thcreof 
to a licensingofficer, atsuch wildlifeoffice as may beprcscribedior lhat 
purposc, as soon as possible, and in any event w i t t ~ l 7  days imrnediatcly 
artcr the killing, and report thc clrcumstanccs of the killing, the location 



\ 

and the date.and-time thereof, and any person who fails to comply with 
the provisions .of this subsection or who i s  found in possession of a 
rhinoceros born .which has not been produced in accordance with the 
pmvisions:oflthis~subsection shall.be.guilty of an ofrence and liable to 
.a fine of.P100 O~.and.to'imprisonment for 15 years. 

68. (1) Any person whoimports any ivory oranytuskintoBotswana, ivory or 

or who acquires. - w i t h  Botswana, any ivory. or any tusk. without a m s k " m ~ d  
into or certificateof ownershipkued under.section 67 (2) shall, wilhin 7 days in 

of : so~mpor r iqg ;o r . a~g~ i t , pduce  such ivory:or tusk to a licensing ..~ou=ul. 
officer,~at!such.wildIife office.asmay.be prescribedfor..that purpose, for 
registration;togetheiluiith such reasonable p m f  of the3awful.importa- ---  

tion oracqriisition.~ereof-as:thelicensing off icermay~equi~, ,~dwhere 
rapprqpriate~epmVisiom~of.sec tion 67 (2) or (3)shall mutatis mutandis 
apply i n  m p e c t   ereo of: : . . ,: , - - ~  

Fmvided that h e  provisions ofthis subsectih shall not apply in .- 
respect of -any tusk or-ivory which is imported into Botswana by any 
museum.or.scientifi c oreducationalinstitution, orin ~espect  of anyivory 
whichis in such form, or is acquired from suchsource, as the Minister 
may, bearingin mindthe terms of CITES. by regulations made underthis 
Act, or in any particular case exempt therefrom. 

(2) :Any person who fails to cornplywilh or contravenes the provisions 
of subsection (l), or who is found in possession of any tusk or ivory and 
cannot produce a certificate of ownership issued under section 67 (2) 
therefor, orproof of registration thereof or any reasonable proof oflawful 
importation or possession thereof, shaIl be guilty of an offence and liable , 
to a fine of P50 000 and to imprisonment for l0 years. 

69. (1) Except as otherwise specially provided in CITES, anc! as may T-~CT 01 
be provided in regulations made under this Act, no person shall transfer ivory 

to anotherperson any tusk or any ivory which, under the provisions of this 
Acf is -required to be registered and which has not been so ~gistered.  

(2) Where any tusk or ivory that has been registered undcr the 
provisions of this Act is L-ansfered, the transferor shall hand over to the 
transferce the certificate of ownership in respect thereof, or proof of 
registration thereof, as the case may be, after he has endorsed thereon the 
fact of such transfer and such endorsement has been signcd by both the 
transferor and thc transferce. 

(3) hypcrson  who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of an offcnce and Liable to a fme of P50 000 and to imprisonment 
for 10 years. 

70. Any rhinoceros horn shall be a Government trophy and, except Rhinocros 

only as providcd in section 67 (6). no person shall have in his possession, horn 

transfer or in any way deal in r'ninoceros horn, and any person who 
contravenes the provisions of rhis sectionshall bc guilty of an offence and 
liable to a finc of P100 000 and to imprisonment for 15 years: 

Provided that the provisions of this section shall not apply in rcspcct 
of the possession of any duly rcgistercci rhinoceros horn by a person who 
acquircd it lawfully prior to the commenccmcnr of this Act and who 



registers such possession with a licensing ofi i~er,~at  such wildlife office 
as may be prescribed for the ,purpose, w i h n  three months after the 
commencement of this Act 

I 

P A R T  XII - G o v e r m n r  Trophies 

provision of rhis Act - 
'(a) any game anim;il found defld, and anymphy orpan thereof; - 

, (b) any animal killed orcaptured in cantravendon of any provision of 
this Act, and any trophy orpart of such animal; ,- --- 

(c) any mphy in respect of which a breach of this Act& been 
committed; 

(6) any animal or uophy which is. on reasonable grounds, suspected 
of being stolen or otherwise unlawfully obtained, and whch is 
in the possession of any person who is unable to give a reasonable 
explanation to a Licensing officer as to how he came by-it: and 

(e) any other animal or trophy which may be prescribed as a 
Government mphy. 

(2) Except as otherwise specially provided in this Act, any person 
who by any means obrains possession of a Government mpny, shall 
fonhwith make a report thereof to the nearest wildlife ofiicer or pohce 
station and shall,ifso directed, deliversuch trophy tosuch wildlife oficer 
or police scation, as the case may be. 

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (2) or 
who is found in unlawful possession of a Government mphy shall be 
guilty of an offence and, without derogation from his liability under any 
other provision of ttus Act, shall be liable ro a iine of P5 000 and to 
imprisonment for 5 years. 

(4) Government trophies shall be disposed of in such manner as the 
Minister may, where relevant in accordance with Lhe terms of CITES, 

PART XlII - Evidence, Przvenrion and Detection of 
Ofences  and Fotjerures 

Evidcnr and 72. (1) ?he possession of any a n h a l  or themeat oruophy of a freshly 
prrrumPuons killed animal shall be prima iacle evidcnce against a person accused 

of contraverung any provision of h s  Act, Lhat he has hunted, killed or 
captured such animal. 

(2) Any holder of a licence or permir issued or granted under h s  Act 
who is found m possession oi  animals, or the meat or trophies thereof, in 
excess of the numbers specificd in such hcence or permit, or of any 
animal or species or sex of animal not authorized LherA shall be 
presumed, unless me contrary is proved, CO have hunted, killed or 
capturedsuch animal orammais in contravcnuon of the provisions of this 



(3) Where any animal, or the meat or mphy  of an animal is found 
upon or in any vehicle, boat or aircraft. or at any campmgplace, every 
person who is upon orin orin anyway associated with suchvehicle, boat 
or aircraft, orwhois at orinany way associated withsuchcamping place, 
shall be presumed, unless the c o n m y  is proved, to be in possession of 

(4) Any person charged with doing any act which constitutes .an : 1 

committed in connexion with or in respect of such species of animal, 
unless Lhe contrary is proved. 
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