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KEY COMPONENTS OF THE STRATEG'I 

3lOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT 

3b)ective: 
To achieve a medium-term metapopulation grovdh rate of a( If 
.erm genelic and demographic viability in at least the State an( 

;4im /o develop and mainlain on SIale protected are 
more than I 000 rhinos, 3 greater than 100 and 
privale/communa/ ownership at /gas13  populations gr 
than 50. 

Rationale: 
4n Increase number of rhinos in addijonal populations under 
-IIO~E!S (i.e private, camrnunlly and State] will add strangth to 
and genetic perspective, and provide an Increased buffer ag; 
The management of populations for maximum growth also 
'hino's to generate Income that can be used to offset sorr 
:onservation (CITES Res Conf. 9.14), as well as bulldlng up 
hat  can be used to establish additional populations. 
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I South Africa: White Rhino ConueJvalion Strategy (R 

. . Monitor rhinos to get accurate population estimates, easures of reproductive P performance, conditfon, levels of disease, mortality I els etc.(Preferab/y use 
lechniques based on individual identification for all but Vle ry large populations, e.g. 
more than 500 rhinos). F 

k ctions: 
Eslimate Ecological Carrying Capacity of each rhino area. 

a Manage for maxlrnum productivity, through stocking a a maxlmum of 75% of 
estimated Ecological Ca-lying Capacity. 

I 

Consider supplementary Introductions lo minimise the loss genetic diversity. 

o Assess suitable areas for the establishment of new 

I I 1a ~ i m  td have a founder population of at least 20 animals. 

a Translocate surplus animals (following recommended pro dures and guidelines) to 
establish new populations in areas of secure and suitable h 

10 Ensure rhinos that are translocated are free from any nolfi le disease. Q 
a Accelerate the establishment of key and Important p 

communal laqd. 

a Undertake applied rasearch where necessary. I l 
a It Is recommended lhat a regular system of status repodin and synthesis of reports is 

instituted for key" (more than 50 rhinos) and Important" hino populations (21 - 50 
rhinos) with a potenljal carrying capacity of >50 rhinos. [" defined by the llJCN SSC 
African Rhino Specialist Group]. i 

Indicatbrs: 
3 ~ e l a ~ o ~ u l a t i o n  growth rate of at least 5% per year. 

I P Achieve desired number of key aod impcilant populzlions. II 
I > Status reporting operational. Rouline use o l  appropriate m itoring techniques. 

5 Application of reliable tests for notifiable diseases 

Number of populalions of different sizes by managemerit 

- .  
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\ I  \GVIJGU,  II 2. ECURITY, PROTECTION AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

bjective: 
reduce the effects of poaching on populations, and ensur the successful conviction 
senteccing of rhino poachers and Illegal traders. 

ationale: 
he major lh:eat to rhino numbers Is poaching and illegal hese must be minimised 

o sustain population growth and maintain the social and community 
aluehenefits of whi!e rhino. E 
ctions: 

Mainbin pro-ache crime prevenaon through the develop nl  and use ol lnlelllgsnce 

Undedake threat analyses of rhino areas. 

Develop rhino protection action p!ans. 

use specialist 
In court, etc.) 

o Adequately contain animals within secure areas. II 
a Maintain conlinuous monitoring of animals for security. I I 
o Insert micrc-chips in animals using a standard system (e.g. rovan) when Immobilising 

them. 
I 

o Establish and maintain good community re!alions. 

o Implement a uniform horn registration system, with do rnented audit tralls and 
subsequent safe storage and auditing of horn stcckpiles. 

a Field management should skive for good 
supervisiori. 

o Maintain effective manpower density, training, equipmen 
poaching activities. 

a Monitor [he effectiveness of fleld personnel. 

Indicators: 
3 Number of rhinos poached (corrected for effort). 

and deployment for anti- 

leaders hip 
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aourn Ainca: wnire nnlno Gonsevation 

Proportion of poaching cases with subsequent 

O Court cases won vs. lost, and sentences handed down. . . 

> Total number of illegal Incidents (not restricted to rhinos) a ociated wlth a given rhino 
population. t 

I 3 Patio of all illegal incide~ts lo arrests. I I I P  Results o l  slat7 assessments (skills, readiness, equipment aintenance etc.) n 
b Morale of staff as Indicated by staff turnover, cormpti , number of disciplinary 

h'aarings and number of staff Implicated In Illegal activities. 6 
SUSTAINABLE USE II 

socio-xonomic sustainability of white rhino c nservation and the now of 
sustainable use. 

Rationale: 
The expansion of rhino populations (especially on private communiil.iand) and the 
continuatjon of appropriate conservation management mmes require economic 
incentives to be maximised. CITES Res. Conf. 9.14 that revenue derived 
from the use of rhino should be reinvested in rhino 

In the face of declining State contributions to nature conserva n, economic returns from 
wildlife help to sustain conservation management program S. They also provide the 
basis for Investment by the State, communities and the priva sector In further land and 
expanded populalions. f 
Act ion*  
a Sell live rhinos to appropriate buyers. 
4 

a Promote and undertake controlled ethical hunting, lncl ing the application of an 
appropriate procedure for Issuing permits, the avoidan ol  Inappropriate hunting 
methods, arld the marking and registration of trophies. I 

o Promote and undertake safe and responsible tourism portunities, which do not 
negatively impact on wild rhinos, their habitats or other sp ies. t 

o Facilitate investment in tourism facilities, based on rhino c se~at lon,  which provide a 
posirjve return, Increased participation, and the develo ent of new employment 
opportunities. e 



I 
' --... . . ' . U ' -  ' """U 'C"...."' .-..V" -..v.ry \. .".,.,"U, 

T n 0 1 

o Pursue a legal kade In rhino products in accwdan 

~ and conventions, Including CITES.:' 
Pmmole a uniform natlopal system for. 
horn, bcluding Vle ldent i f icab~,  merking 
Pmmofe the developnlenl and sdoptioo 
lntmduce a system for monifonhg the C 

I lmde in rhino horn, on rhino populaiions 
Pmmofe incentives Icr he reinvestmen 
conservafion, 

o Support Ule capUve breeding or display o l  white rhino by re 

Indicators: 
3- Number of inappropriate practjceslcontraventions. 

3, Proportion 01 horn stocks registered. 

Success in acquiring authority to trade in rhlno products frc 

> Number of tourists attacked or Injured by rhino. 

"/ Number of rhinos Injured or desboyed In tourist-related inci 

F Proportion of tourism revenues dependent on rhino consel 

> Revenue derived from existing trade, and prices achieved 

> Number o i  lransactionj, and value of trade. 

Objective: 
To ensure that natjonally accepted standards o i  animal welfar 
rhino conservation. 

utable Institutions. 

I CITES. 

ents. 

don. ' 

rhinos and products. 

are Implemented in white 

Rationale: 
It Is essential h a t  South Africa maintain high animal welfare s dards both for the sake of 
Individuat rhinos and for South Africa's standing lnternalio Ily. This covers ,both the 
manag2ment a i d  handling of rhinos in existing populatjons, well as the evaluation of 
the flnal destinatjon of relocated animals. 1 
a Apply national welfare standards during capture, transloca holding live sales and 

their subsequent management ("Ensuring h i n o s  are only to acceptable 
destinalions,] 




