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6.1 Zambia Wildlife Act (No 12) o mo. 12 of 1998 

THE ZAMBIA WILDLIFE .4CT, 1998 

 ARRANGE^ OF SEC~ONS'  - 

Secrion: 
- I .  Shon tide and commencement 

I 

2. Interpretation , 

i 3. Ownership of wild d s  

PART II 
THE ZAMBIA WILDLITL AUIHOIZTP: 

4. Esrablishment of Authority 

5. Functions of Authority 

6. Community resources board 

7. Functions of community resources board 

E. Secretariat of community resources board 

9. Financiai provisions 

PART TV 

Declaration of National Parks 
Effect of orders and acquisition of lands 
Continuation of existing National Park 
Grant of mining and other rights in National Park 
TmKc on public roads in National Park 
Restrictions on entry into or residence in National Park 
Prohibidon of hunting, etc. in Piational Park 
Prohibition of weapons, etc. in Nanona! Park 
Prohibition of introduction of wild animals into National 
Park 
Prohibition of domesiic animals In National Park 
Prohibition of introduction of vegetation into National 
Park 
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Section , 

21. Prohibition or removal of wild animals or vegetation from 
National Park 

22. Prohibition of damage or removal of object of geological. 
historical, etc, from National Park , 

23. Prohibition of killing, injuring or capturing of wild animals 
or birds witiun National Park. 

24. Restriction on exercise of mining rights within National 
Park 

25. ReoQnlations in relarion to National Parks 

PART V 

G A M E . M A N A G L ~  AREAS 

26. Declaration of Game Management Areas 

27. Continuation of existing Game Management Areas 

28. Settlement in Game Management Areas 
-men[ 29. Resmction on hunting wild animals in Game Manag, 

Areas 

PART VI 

GAME ANIMALS AVD PRO~CTED AWIM~LS 

30. Game and protected animals 

3 1 .  Resmction on hunting game or protected animals 

32. Wildlife impact assessments 

PART W 
LICENCES 

33. Licences 

34. Power of Minister to regulate 

35. Licences not transferab[e 

36. Non-resident hunting licence 

37. Resident hunting licence 

38. Bird licence 

39. Prohibition of holding moE than one non-resident hunring 
licence, resident hunting iicence and bird licence 

40. Special iicence 

41 POW=- of Authority to authorise iicensee under special 
licence to employ others to hunr 
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. . Section 

69. kstrictions on use of motor vehicles. aircraft or boats 
whiie hunting , 

70. Restrictions on use of dogs while hunting 

7 1. Prohibition of use ,of fire in hunting 

72. Prohibition of use of poison. bird-lime or poisoned weap 
ons in hunting . . 

73. Prohibition of possession, acquisition or use of traps, etc. 
for hunting 

74. Power of Minister to prohibit or control use of specified 
weapons or methods of hunting 

' 75. Prohibition of dnving certain game animal or protected 
anlrnal into water 

76. Prohibition of hunting during hours of darkness 

77. Game drives 

PART D: 
KILLING. WOUNDING OR M O L ~ G  WILD ANIMU 

78. Self-defence 

79. Defence of properry 
80. Game or protected animals killed through accident or error 

8 1. Wounding of game animal or protected animal 
82. Wounding o i  dangerous animals - -  '. 

83. Cruelty to wild animals . 

84. Possession of maimed wild animals 

85. Molesting or p r o v o h g  game animal or protected animal 

- ' .PARTX 

TROPHIES 

86. Pronibited dealings in trophies 
87. Trophy dealer's permit 

88. Trophy dealers to keep records and make rerurns 
89. F'~=scribed nopnies 

90. Certificate of ownership of trophies 
9 1. Possession of prescribed trophies 
92. Transfer of ownership of prescribed trophies 

~ S Z E D ~ I ~ Q ~ ~ & ' ~ ~ V O ~  or horn -of killed :elGhbt o r  ' - 
rhinoceros ' 
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Section 
. , . . 1 17. General powers and duties of wildlife police officers 

118. Immunity of proper officer, village scout and honorary 
wildliie police officers 

119. Power to take photographs, measurements, finger prints, 
etc 

120. Traffic bkiers  and cordons . 

121. Power to use firearms. 
122. Documents to be produced on request 

123. Compliance with Firearms, Act 

124. Prosecutions by officers of Authority 

PART XIV 
~ C E S ,  PENALTIES AND FORFEINRES 

125. Prohibition of bush or grass fires in National Parks. Game 
Management Areas and Sanctuaries 

126. Prohibitions 
127. Failw- to keep registers or to furnish returns, an offence 

128. Prohibition of alteration. defacement or removal of official 
records 

129. Prohibition of alteration or defacement of prescribed docu- 
ments or records 

130. Secrecy 
13 1. General penalty 
132. Payment .of fme without appearing in court -- 7 

-53BBBaty-for:'oEenceinvolVing elephant and rhinoceros ' 
134. Penalty for &I&kul hunting in Nadonal Parks 
135. Penalty for passesoing, buying or selling meat or wild 

animal or trophy ' 

136. Pmalty for possessing, buying or selling any protected 
- animal or trophy of protected animal or prescribed trophy 

137. Penalty for unlawful hunting or wounding, etc 
138. Destruction of game pits, etc, on conviction 
139. Forfeiture provisions on conviction 

140. Disposal of animals and goods seized 
141. Surrender of hcence, permit or authority to Director- 

General on conviction 
143. Portion of fine for offence payable to board 

'E: 
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27. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act  a Game Man- 
agement Area estabiished under the repealed Act shall continue to 
exist as if established under this Act. 

28. Any person who settles or lives in a Game h g e m e n t  
Area shall conform to provisions of a management plan developed 
by an appropriate board under p-ph (2) of section seven. 

29. Except as is otherwise provided by this Act, any person 
who, not being the holder of a licence i,ssued under paragraph (a),  
(b), (c) and (h)  of section thirry-three relevant to such hunting, hunts 
any game or protected animal in any Game Management Areashall 
.be guilty of an offence and shall be Liable, upon conviction. to afine 
not exceeding twenry-iive thousand penalty unit or to imprison- 
ment for a term not exceeding five years, or to both. 

.- PARTVI 

30. (1) For the purposes of this Act, the Minister shall, in 
consultation with the Authority, and on the advice of any &ad, by 
statctory order, specify, including by scientific name, any wild 
anin~al as a game animal or protected animal and in like manner 
specify any game anirnai as a protected animal. . . 

(2) A game animal - .  ;hall be - .  specified as a protected animal under 
this section- - .- I 

(a) to preserve a. viable population of the species when it 
. becomes rare, threatened or endangered; 

(b) for irs role in themaintenance and assessment of the health 
of an eco-system; or 

(C) for its economic significance in a local or national economy. 

(3) ~ h k r e  the Minister &iiles any wild animal as a protected 
animal under an order made under subsection (l), the ordermay- 

(a) prohibit or regulate the hunting of any protected animal 
either generally or during a specified period and whether 
throughout the Republic or in a speciiled area of the 
Republic; or 

(b) apply to all wild animals within the area specified or to any 
wild animai or species, class or variety of a class of wild 
animal specified in the order and may make 
provisions ior d ierent  sexes of the specified wild 
animal. 
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(4) Except as otherwise provided by this Act, any person who 
hunts or is found in circumstances showing that it is his intention to 
hunt any protected animal shall be guilty of an offence. 

I 

31. Except as is otherwise provided by this Act, any person RcstTiction I 

who hunts any game animal or protected animal. except under or in 
accordance with the conditions of a valid licence issued under Part 
VII, shall be guilty of an offence. anin~als 

32. ( 1 )  Any person who has reasonable grounds to believe that Wildlife 

any proposed or existing government plans or activity of the ~ ~ ~ e , , u  
Government or any other organisation or person may have an 
adverse effect'on any wildlife species or community in a National 
Park, Game Management Area or open area, such person may 

l 
request the Authority through the Director-General that a wildlife 
impact assessment be conducted. . . 

(2) Whenever the Authority receives such a request, it may 
within thirty days of receipt thereof require the Government, 
organisation or person to conduct the assessment in accordance 
\vivith the procedures specified by the Environmental Council urider 
the Environmental Protection and Pollution Control Act taking into Cap. 204 * 1 

account- ! 

(a)  existing or anticipated impacts upon wildlife, including an 
. .. account . .. of the .. ,species, - . , .  communities and ,habitats af- 

fected and th? extent to . . . _  which'thdy. . ,  . , .  & ,or may be ! 
threatened: and . . 

, i l  

( b )  any e;dange&d or ebdemic.rpecie; which . V are or may . .. be ' .  

affected. . . , 

. . .  . - 
PART W 

i 
! 

. . 
7 .  ! 

. .  . f - LI&PJCES . . .  l 

33. The following clasies of Licences may be issued under this Licences I ! 
Part: 

(a) non-resident hunting licence: 

(6)  resident hunting licence; I 

(C) bird licence; %! 

(d)  professio~~al hunter's licence; 
(e) apprentice professional hunter's licence; I 
(J) professional guide's licence; I 

(g) apprentice professional guide's licence; I 

( h )  special licence: 

. .. 
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(2) Exceptas is otherwise provided by this Act or by the terms 
and conditions of any licence or permit issued under this kct,  the 
killing of any game or anirnal in accordance with subsec- 
tion (1) shall not be deemed to transfer the absolute ownership of the 
game animal or protected animal or of the carcas or of any.trophy 

.. . . 
or of the meat to any person. 

(3) When any game animal or protected animal is killed in 
accordance with subsection ( l ) ,  the person who has killed that 
anirnal shall, within a period of forty-eight hours. make a report of 
the fact to the nearest proper officer and shall, unless otherwise 
entitled to retain the animal under this Act or under b y  licence or 
permit issued under this Act, hand over to the proper officer the 
carcas or any trophy or meat of that animal as the proper officer may 
direct: I ?  

Provided that the proper office may grant that person o ~ e r s h i p  
of the carcas, trophy or meat of the animal as compensation for any 
damage to the land, building, crops or livestock caused by the game 
animal, protected non-game animal or non-protected animal. 

(4) Any person who fails to comply with subsection (3) shdlbe 
guilty of an offence. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall authorise any person to use in 
the killing of any wild anin~al any method of hunting prohibited 
under Part VLII or by b y  regulation made under this Act. f 

80. (1) If any person kills any game animal or protected animal 
through accident or error, the person shall, within a period of 
fourteen days, make a report of the facts to the nearest proper 
officer, village scout or honorary wildlife police officer and shall , 

hand over to the proper officer, honorary wildlife police officer or 
village scout the carcas, or any trophy or meat of the animal as the 
officer or village scout may direct. I 

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall apply to any person yho kills 
any game animal or protected animal through accident or error if- 

(U) that person is entitled under any licence or permit issued , 
under this Act to hunt a game animal or protected animal . \  

,. of that species and sex; and 
(b) no offence under this Act has been committed in relation 

to the killing of such animal. 

(3) The provisions of section sixry-four shall apply to any game 
animal or protected animal killed by accident or error. 

(4) Any person who fails to comply with subsection (1) shall be 
guilty of an offence. 
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( b )  after woundirlg the anirnal, used every possible endeavour 
to kill it; 

the Director-General may d i m t  that any trophy of the animal be 
delivered to the licerisee or permit holder. 

(5) Every report required to be made under subsectiorl ( l )  or (3) 
shall whenever possible be made in penon by the person who 
wounded the dangerous animal or on his instructions, by a person 
accompanying or assisting him at the time when the wounding took 
place. 

(6) Any person who is required by subsection (5) to make a 
report under subsection ( l )  or (3), and who fails to do 40, or who 
does not make the report within forty-eight hours of the loss of the 
wourided dangerous anirnal, shall be guilty of an offence, and upon 
conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand - -  
penalty units or to inlprisonment for a term not exceeding 6ne 
month, or to both: and. if  suchdangerous animal has been wourlded 
by the holder of a licence or permit issued under this Act entitling 
him to hunt the animal, the absolute ownership of the animal shall 
not be deemed to pass under the provisions of this Act to the licensee 
or permit holder as the case may be. 

83. Any person who, in  any circumstances whatsoever, causes 
unrlecessary or undue sufferirlg to any wild animal shall be guilty of 
an offence. 

l 
84. ( 1 )  Subject to subsection (2), any person who, without the 

permission of the Director-General, is in possession of, or who has 
in control or keeping any live wild animal which has been orphaned, 
maimed, mutilated or incapacitated shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) This section shall not epply to any veterinary surgeon or to 
any person assisting any veterinary surgeon, or any other person, 
who has in actual possession, control or keeping any orphaned, 
maimed or mutilated wild anirnal for purposes of medical care, 
treatment, scientific or educational purposes in accordance with 
written authority from the Director-General. 

85. Except as provided for or for the purposes of section 
seventy-eight, seventy-nine, eighty-one and eighty-WO, any person 
who willfully and without just cause or excuse- 

(a) molests or provokes any game animal or protected animal 
in any manner whictl results in the destruction of the 
garne animal or protected animal; or 

( b )  molest or provokes any animal whatsoever in any manner 
which results, in the harassment or destruction of any 
game animal or protected animal; 

shall be guilty of an offence. 
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(2) If, after such inquiry as is referred to in subsection (1). chz 
wildlife police officer or other person to whom the ivory or 
rhinweros horn is produced under section ninzry-lliree or ninety- 
four is not satisfied that the ivory or rhinoceros horn is the lawful 
property of the person who produced it. or that i t  was lawfully 
imported. as the case may be, he may retain the ivory or rhinoceros 
horn pending. and for the purposes of, any proceedings which may 
be instituted in respect of it under this Act: 

Provided that if any proceedings are not instituted within three 
months after the date of production of the ivory or rhinoceros horn. 
the wildlife police officer or other person, as the case may be, shall 
weigh, mark and register the ivory or rhinoceros horn, and shall 
return it to the person who produced it together with acenificate of 
ownership in respect of it as provided by subsection (1). 

(3) No person shall be en~itled to compensation of any kind in 
respect of the retention of any ivory or rhinoceros horn under 

1 
subsection (2). 

96. h y  person who, by way of gift, sale, purchase or other- 
wise, transfers or obtains any ivory or rlunoceros horn before it has 
been weighed, marked and registered under section ninety-five shall 
be guilty of m offence. 

97. (1) The provisions of section ninety-WO shall apply to any 
transfer of ownership of ivory, or rhinoceros horn, and in lieu of the 
endorsement required under subsection (2) of that section. both the 
transferor and the transferee shall endorse upon the certificate of 
ownership in respect ofthe ivory orhinoceros born, as thecase may 
be, a memorandum of transaction of transfer of ownership bearing 
Qe dare of the transaction, and both parties shall sign their names at 
the foot of the endorsed memormdum. 

(2) Any person who fails to comply with subsection (1) shall be 
guilty of an offence. 

98. Any trophy to which absolute ownership has not passed to 
any person under section three, or under any other provision of this 
&CL, shall be a Government trophy for the purposes of this Act. 

99. ( l )  Any person who obtains possession of any Government 
trophy shall, as soon as practicable after obtaining possession of it, 
make a report of the person's possession of the &ophy to the nearest 
wildlife police officer or such other person as may be nominated in 
writing in that regard by the Director-General, and shall, if so 
required, deliver up, within forty-eight hours of such notice. the 
Government trophy to the wildlife police officer or other person, as 
h e  case may be. 



(2) A n y  person who fails to comply with subsection (l)  shall be c . , 
@ty of an offence. 
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. . . . . . . . . . .  : . .  import permit required to be produced under pakigrnph (c )  of 

. . .  subsection (1) shan begiven three months during wllich to produce 
the evidence of the permit, as the case may be, during which time . . .  . . a .  . .~ ..... ..... - .  

...l . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
L . .  -. _ . , 
7 - : : -..: -- -4 

.. - 
l . . . .  . ' .' tion of the animal, meat or trophy'shall be borne by the person 

. . . . . . .  importing the animal, meat o~trophy and shall be recoverable from . . m 

,. . . - .. i . . .  . such person as a civil debt to.the Authority. - -  :-. -" . - . .  -' . . . . . .  . . . .  . . - .  
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try the person referred to in paragraph (a) for the offence 
shall. on conviction, impose a fine not exceeding three 
hundred penalty units; . 

: ' . l  
that person may sign and submit to the proper officer or honora~y 

I wildlife police officer adocument admitting his guilt for the offence 
. . and pay to that officersuch amount as that ofiicerrn~y determine but 

. . . . . .  . . . . . .  not' . ,  exceeding'three ,. , .  hundred penalty units. ' . . ( I .  . ' I '  

.J.,.I.:. , ... (2) The document referred to in subsection (i) when signed and 
.:L :':.,,- . . submitted under that subsection, shall forthwith be transferred to 

:..,I , the clerk of the court before which such person would otherwise 
have been charged and tried and shall be'entered into'the ricords of . . .  ..the court. . ; . : . ,  . a ,  , . . .:X ..- 

i X '  
. . -  

'.'.(3) Any proper oftice'ro'r bone* police officer who fails to . . . . . .  
" ' iemit the admission o ~ ~ u i l t  finesto the court, shall be guilty of an 

offence and shall be liable, upon conviction, to imprisonment ford 

l ' 
term of not less thansix months b u ~  not exce~ding three years . . . . . . .  

! without the option ofa- qne: 
, , ,  L ! , , . .. 0.. . . . .  . . . . . .  . ,  

Psnal'y lor .r;:: .: 133.. (1) Any person who+ convicted of hunting, wounding. 
oifcnce 
involvinr molesting or reducing into possession any elephant or rhinoceros in 
elephsnr and contravention of any provision of this Act 'shall be liable upon 
rllinoccros .ifah4j&ion'--; t . - :  i . \ -11 I.:. . i; . t -  . :., . . . .  t 2 

.' C ..- v:; c ,; 11. .:, : .- ::: . , l  1 . - .  
(a)  for a first qtfe?ce;'to a't'eh: <f irnprisonrnenr'of nbt less 

than five years-but not exceedinpr twerit~ veats without . . . . 
i c ~ :  .:.,l; I>'; :in: i :.ithe option oha fine; and ..; - .:,. : ... . l : v  

. , l .  - - . . . . .  '" . . . . 
.:I; i;.*n;. (b)  foia  second or-shbsequent offence, to a term.oZ irnprison- 

ment of not less than seven .yyars but ,not,excz$ding 

!:;:r:-.r,. . . . . .  ,;. . ; 
t:yenty:tiie ,l ...c years , . . .  without .. .: the . . . .  option of a fine. 

i.,.,.,l,L(2).If !he court is sqtis'fied that in the case of offchce referred 
. tp in subsqction ( l ) , ~ f h ~ i ~ e , 6 f f e n c  was committed for the purpose ' . . . . . . .  
of,'br in connection with', illegal trafficking'in ivoiy or rhinoceros 
horn, the offender shall be liable, upon cohviction- 

. . , :>. ;' ' . : . , .- ;, . 7 .  
(a) foia first off;lfice,'t2 im$iso'nment for a term'not less than . ' .i ':,. :a ; .  . . .  

seven years bJtnot exceeding twenty'years without the 
optioii of a'fine;.and .. ' . - 

4: .. ; ,,. ! 
.-'ta:::~.~ .:;.:i 

- . ( b )  for-a second or subsequent ofience, yhether-or not the 
l . ! ; " .  ..:. . 

. , . , . I  . .  
previous off~nce involved illegal trafficking, to impris- 

.'l.#. ' 
8 - ;r;;q : ;:' . onken; &'a %[m not ' lejs than ten' years but not 

.. ' &ceedin'j.&enty-five ii thout the option ofa fine. . . ...... 
, .-::l : .. . .  .....? : . - , '  .: . , . .  b.. 

134. Except as othe+jse expres-ly provided in this Act, any 
, < . v ;  - unlawful . ' j  ' 

hunting i n  who is involveij hunting within a National Park contrary to 
Narional this Act, shall be liable upon conviction- ' 

P a r k  . ! . : I .  
(a) for a first offence to imprisonment. without the option of *. . ' , l  a fine, for a 'tenn of not less than one year but r~ot 

exceeding ten years without the oprion of a fine; 





Forfeiture 139. (1) Upon the conviction of any person of an offence under 
. provisions . 

a n  convic- this Act, the courtshall, at the request of the prosecution, in addition 
uon to any other penalty imposed, declare any wild animal, meat or any 

trophy, firearm or other weapon or any nap, net. poison. material or 
article, or, subject to subsection (2) to (8) inclusive, any vehicle, 
aircraft, boat or other conveyance with which the offence was 
committed, or which was used in. or for the purpose of, or in relation 
to, or in connection wich, the commission of the offence, to be 
forfeited 'without compensation and shall order the same to be 
disposed of as the Authority considers fit: 

Provided that in relation to an offence to which sections one 
hundredand rhiw-rhree, one hundredand rhiny-fouror subsection 
(2) of section one i~undred and rhirry-sir applies, the court shall in 
every case. order the forfeiture of the wild animal, meat of the wild 
animal or any trophy or any firearm or any other weapon or any tent 
or dazzling light which was [he subject of the offence or with which 
the offence was committed as the case may be, or which was used 
,in or for the purposes of, or in relation to, or in connection with, the 
commission of the offence. 

(2) Where the prosecution requests a declaration of forfeirure 
under subsection (1 ) in respect of any vehicle, aircraft. boat or other 
conveyance, the i0ul-r  shall make an order (hereinafter referred to 
as aconditional order), to the effect that unless any person otli$r than 
the convicted party claims, under this section, any right of owner- 
ship in the vehicle, aircraft, boat or other conveyance within three I months of the dare referred to in subsection (5 ) ,  the prosecution may , 
apply to the coun ex puae for a declaration for forfeiture under 
subsection ( l ) ,  and the court shall make the declaration. 

(3) Upon the making of a conditional order under subsection (2), - the Director-General shall, within one month thereafter, cause to be 
- published in the Gazeneand in at least on& issue of a newspaper in 

general circulation. in the place where the offence was committed, 
a notice of the making of the order, which notice shall be in [he form 
prescribed, or, if no such form is prescribed, iri a form approved by 
the court. 

(4) If under any written law requiring the registnrion of the 
vehicle, aircraft, boat or other conveyance referred to in subsections 
( l )  -and (2), the vehicle, aircraft, boat or other convayance is 
registered in Zambia in the name of any person other than the person 
convicted, the Director-General shall. within' s'even days after 
publication of h e  potice in the Gaierre cause a copy to be sent by 
regiGered post'in a'sealed erlvelope addressed to the person i t  the 
adk i s s  appearingon the register, and the certificate of registration 
of the letter shall be conclusive evidence of servke of the notice 
upon such person. 


