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frica has been

struggling to save its

rhinos from extinction for
over 100 years. There have been
some great success stories, like the
recovery of the Southern white
rhinoceros from virtual extinction.
There have also been dramatic losses such
as the killing of over 95% of all black rhinoceroses since 1970. Today, all
of Africa’s rhinoceroses depend on conservation efforts for survival. In
this magazine you can find out more about rhinos, why they are
threatened with extinction and what is being done save them.

Ancestors of the modern day rhinoceros first
walked the earth 50 million years ago.
Rhinoceroses have been the most diverse

and successful large herbivore (plant eater)
ever. Some prehistoric rhinos looked like small
horses. Others, such as the giant giraffe rhino,
at almost 6 metres tall and with a skull over

2 metres long, are thought to be the largest land
mammals that ever lived.

The more recent species of rhinoceroses have
horns on their heads. The name rhinoceros
comes from the Greek words “rhino” which
means nose and “keros” which means
horned. The rhinoceros is one of the oldest
living species but is not a dinosaur. The
modern rhinos that we see today evolved
between 10 and 7 million years ago. Modern
man has been on the Earth for less

than half that time.
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What==5>Rhinoceros...
...d Rhinoceros

system of classification has been developed to help make sense of the vast

number of different organisms that live on this planet. This system, called the

“Linnaean hierarchy”, groups all life forms based on their similarities and
evolutionary relationships.

Follow the links from Kingdom through to Sub-Species level to find out more about the rhinoceros.

KINGDOM Animalia Animals are adapted for active food
seeking with complex sensory,

digestive and circulatory systems.

Others <= T I I | ST
PHYLUM Mollusca Arthropod Protozoa Chordata Chordates are animals with a
developed internal skeleton
[ I | | 1
CLASS Pisces Amphibia  Reptilia Aves Mammalian Mammals are warm blooded

T animals that produce milk for their
& @ 233 young.

Others == T T I =

ORDER Carnivora Chiroptera Perissodactyla  Perissodactyla are odd-toed (rhinos

have three toes) ungulates (four

legged). Herbivores (plant eaters)

that rely on hind gut fermentation of
I I

food (not in the stomach like cows).

FAMILY Tapiridae Equidae Rhinocerotidae  Rhinos are animals with horns
growing from the nose area. The

horn is made from thousands of
compressed hair like strands.

| | |
GENUS Dicerorhinus Rhinogceros Ceratotherium  Diceros

N

SPECIES simum bicqrnis
Sumatran Javan
[ 1 | | | |
SUB SPECIES simum cottoni longipes michaeli bicornis minor
COMMON NAME Southern Northern Western Eastern South - South-
White White Black Black western central
Rhino Rhino Rhino Rhino Black Black

Rhino Rhino

Note: Sub species are populations of animals that differ only slightly from others of the same species or are geographically isolated.
For example D.bicornis bicornis are somewhat larger that the other sub-species.
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Wide Lipped rhino White rhinos

- are grazers.
Tsh | They have a
shuguly very wide lip for

WA

) White rhinos

Chipembere spend half their
WA lives eating.

They can often be
found feeding in
groups. White
rhinos need
between 200ha and - >
500ha to live in depending oQcm
on how much grass is in
the area.

Both rhinos may charge especially if the
are caught by surprise or think they are in
danger. They can both move very quickly.
A black rhino can run at up to 55km/hr. A
white rhino can charge at 40km/hr.

Height: up to 1.8m

If you get too close to a rhino it is

O u best to get behind or up a tree and
R N ASTE R stay very still so it is difficult for
tlr the rhino to see you. If the rhino

a. does charge it will often run

Rhinos are curious
animals and are known
to approach sounds or
objects that are
unusual.

straight past you and keep on

going. Normally a rhino will run
away when it smells a person.

Weight: up to 2000kg
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Black rhinos are Hook Lipped Rhino

browsers.
They have a pointed
lip which is used

like a finger to pull
branches into
their mouths.

Mhelebe

Weight:
up to 850kg
Height: up to

1.6 m

Rhinos make
piles of dung.
These piles are —
called MIDDENS. Chip has been

here. | can tell by

. his smell.”
Black and white

rhinos are actually
grey in colour.
Both species like
to wallow in

mud.

Male rhinos make
more middens
around the edges of

where they
live to tell
other rhinos
this is their
area.

A black rhino eats
up to 23 kg of
leaves and
branches daily.

To find this much food
black rhinos spend
most of their time

eating alone. Where ;
there is lots of food, What s a black ino calle
black rhinos need about 260ha. where you live?

If there is little food they need up to
13,300ha to find enough to eat.
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Both black and white rhinos
are slow breeders. Unlike
other wild animals that have
one or more young every
year rhinos can only have
one calf every 2.5 - 3.5
years. Rhinos can breed at
any time of year.

A rhino calf weighs
about 40kg at birth

Black rhino White rhino Warthog
Young per birth 1 1 3 (between 1-8)
Age at first calving 6-7 years 6-7 years 1.5 years
Gestation period 15 months 16 months 5.5 months
Young drinks milk for Up to 2 years About 1 year 5 months
Position of young when walking | Behind mother In front of mother Behind mother
Calf separates from mother 2-4 years 2-3 years 1 year

When a

white

rhino cow

is ready to

mate the dominant
bull from the group
will chase other bulls
away from her and
not let her leave
his area so

that he

can mate

with her.

Black rhino
bulls can
smell when
a black
rhino cow
is ready to
mate and
will find
her.
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In the early 1800s the
population of rhinos in Africa
was thought to be more than
a million. A population refers
to the total number of
individuals of a certain
species in a given area.

In those days there were very
few people and lots of wild
animals. People hunted
rhinos for meat. The skin was
used to make shields and
good luck charms. The horn
was traded.

AFRICAN RHINO
DISTRIBUTION
pre 1800

By 1900 the
Southern white rhino
population had been
reduced to less than
200 animals.

By 1970 there were
only 65,000
black rhinos left.




Black Rhino populaton 1970 - 1995
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In

the Middle East
rhino horn is carved to
make handles for traditional
daggers called jambiyas. These
daggers are worn by men as a sign of
wealth and social status. In the 1970 some
of these Middle East countries became very
wealthy through selling oil. Many men
bought jambiyas to show their new
wealth. One rhino horn trader claims
to have imported 36,700kg of African
rhino horn — over 12,750 rhinos
would have been killed to

Now the rhinos
were being killed
just for their horns

In Asia rhino horn is used supply that much horn.

in traditional medicines in
the belief that it helps
treat fevers. With so few
of their own rhinos left
Asia started to import
more and more African
rhino horn.

At the same time
many African
countries were
politically and
economically
unstable which
made it easy

for poachers The poacher only gets
rad ar;d a little money from the These “middle men” sell
raders to i
people they sell the the horn again for much
operate horn to. .

more money.
freely. Yy




