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A PREAMBLE 
 
At a meeting of representatives of the SADC Rhino Range States, which convened at Kwa Maritane 
Lodge, Pilanesberg NP, South Africa in March 2001, the focal points of SADC rhino range states agreed 
to form two Regional Institutional Structures under SADC for rhino conservation in the constituent range 
states. Ranges states that are at the stage of reintroduction or re-establishment of small populations of 
black or white rhinos (Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia) would form a 
SADC Rhino Recovery Group (RRG). The RRG would also benefit from the participation of individual 
representatives from the IUCN/SSC AfRSG, RMG and the SADC Regional Programme for Rhino 
Conservation (RPRC), which would assist with necessary technical input and capacity building towards 
the establishment of new rhino populations, management security and monitoring. The existing Rhino 
Management Group (RMG) would come under the SADC umbrella and continue to focus on the needs of 
states with existing viable rhino populations and well-developed conservation programmes (South Africa, 
Namibia, Zimbabwe & Swaziland). 
 
The SADC Rhino Recovery Group (RRG) was inaugurated at a meeting held at Mangochi, Malawi in May 
2002. Each of the SADC RRG range states was represented by its designated focal point, and the 
director or senior member of staff of the country’s Rhino Management Authority (RMA) where attendance 
was possible. The meeting was also attended by representatives of SADC Rhino Consortium, including 
the former SADC WSTCU Malawi (Chair), IUCN ROSA (SADC Rhino Programme Coordinator), WWF 
SARPO, CESVI and IUCN/SSC African Rhino Specialist Group (Chair, also the chair of the SADC RMG). 
The inaugural meeting agreed on the aims, objectives, structure and function of the SADC RRG, and 
these were defined within a Terms of Reference, as well as a modus operandi for the Group and its office 
bearers (Chair: Malawi; Vice-Chair: Tanzania). A framework for future activities of the SADC RRG was 
also developed, including an action plan for the remainder of 2003 including a number of projects which 
had funding support approved from the SADC RPRC. 
 
A second meeting of the SADC RRG, proceeding of which follow in Section B, was held in March 2003 in 
Maun, Botswana on the day (11th March) preceding a full meeting of all the SADC rhino range states and 
members of the SADC rhino consortium. Participants at SADC RRG meeting and their contact details are 
listed in Annex A, and the agenda agreed and followed at the meeting is provided in Annex B. 
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B PROCEEDINGS 
 
1 INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 
 
1.1 Welcome (Humphrey Nzima – Malawi, Manuel Enock – SADC FANR, Isaac Theophilus – 

Botswana) 

All participants to the meeting were welcomed by The Chair, Mr Nzima, who was representing both the 
former SADC WSTCU and the Malawi DNPW. Mr Enock of the SADC FANR introduced himself, and 
declared his pleasure at attending his first SADC rhino meeting. 
 
On behalf of the host country, Botswana, Mr Theophilus welcomed participants to Maun, the place of 
reeds. He said that wildlife conservation was very important for Botswana, with tourism income being a 
significant source of revenue for country, the second highest earner after minerals. Despite initial 
scepticism, and in light of the former poaching of rhinos to extinction, Botswana had taken the bold 
decision to move rhinos back to the wild in partnership with private sector. An exchange programme with 
SANP had been established in order to acquire more white rhinos. A total of 31 white rhinos were 
anticipated; so far 10 animals had been reintroduced back into wild. Mr Theophilus said that the SADC 
RRG was an important group, and its members were doing well in terms of re-establishing their rhino 
populations. The support from the SADC rhino programme had come at right time, and he wished that the 
programme continues into future and suggested that other organisations come on board. He hoped that 
the SADC FANR would not delegate natural resources issues to background since the SADC region was 
dependent on wildlife-based economy.  
 
Mr Theophilus then introduced Mercy Masedi will be new rhino coordinator in Botswana, having taken 
over from Moremi Tjibae (now warden of Khama RS). He wished participants a productive meeting, and 
asked them to enjoy a bit of cultural tourism in Maun during their stay.  
 
 
1.2 Objectives of Meeting (Rob Brett – Programme Coordinator) 

Dr Brett listed the Objectives of this second meeting of the SADC RRG, which were as follows: 
 
•  To review (and if necessary revise) the Terms of Reference for the SADC RRG 
 
•  To review progress on RRG activities since the last meeting (May 2002) 
 
•  To present information relevant to developing national rhino conservation programmes to members 

and discuss these and their influence on reintroduction and recovery projects in RRG member 
countries 

 
•  To present and discuss project proposals developed by RRG countries and regional projects 

involving  RRG countries developed by the SADC rhino consortium 
 
•  To review (and if necessary revise) the membership and office bearers of SADC RRG, and its modus 

operandi  
 
•  To draft an action plan for the SADC RRG for the next 12 months. 
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1.3 SADC RRG: overview of Terms of Reference (May 2002) (Roy Bhima - Malawi) 

The terms of reference of the SADC RRG, drafted and agreed in May 2002, were revisited in turn through 
discussion in plenary. 
 
The Botswana delegates stressed the importance of security for rhino populations, and the need for 
identification of areas for reintroduction. Dr Kampamba highlighted the importance of good coordination 
by the RRG Chair ensuring that all strategies were included in RRG activities. Mr Chafota said that 
funding from Italy to the programme had been constrained for the period since the inception of the RRG, 
and there was a need for ensure that other sources of funds were identified for RRG projects. This was 
supported by Mr du Toit who suggested the wording of an additional strategy (11.) to be included in the 
Terms of Reference. The inclusion of this additional strategy was agreed, and together with a minor edit 
to the Aim of the SADC RRG, a revised Terms of Reference of the SADC RRG was approved (below). 
 
Aim or Objective of the SADC RRG 

 
“to coordinate and facilitate the application of regional resources in re-establishing rhino populations and 
managing remnant rhino populations, and ensuring their future viability” 
 
 
Strategies of the SADC RRG 
 
1. Facilitate and assist with the development of national policies, strategies and plans 
 
2. Identify key issues and priority needs, including sourcing of rhinos for reintroduction and regional 

metapopulation management 
 
3. Facilitate building of capacity in RRG management agencies, including targeted training and staff 

development, and development of appropriate tools and techniques 
 
4. Assist RRG countries with undertaking assessments of potential areas for reintroduction and prioritise 

these areas 
 
5. Disseminate information on best practice between RRG members, by use of workshops, publications, 

exchange/study visits, and staff assignments 
 
6. Follow up on confirmed presence of remnant rhinos and promote surveys of remnant populations 
 
7. Circulate guidelines on the reintroduction of rhinos and consolidation of remnant populations 
 
8. Network and share expertise with regional and continental rhino conservation bodies (SADC RMG, 

AfRSG, SADC Rhino Programme and donor community, including linkage with RESG on security 
needs) 

 
9. Monitor and evaluate progress towards achievement of national rhino conservation goals, and the 

effectiveness of rhino recovery projects that are implemented in RRG countries 
 
10. Assist RRG countries in the development and funding of project proposals, based on identification of 

common needs, and facilitate the funding of rhino recovery projects in RRG countries 
 
11. Assist RRG countries in the development and funding of project proposals, based on 

identification of common needs, and facilitate the funding of rhino recovery projects in RRG 
countries 

 
 
 
 



DGCS/AID 5064 – SADC Rhino Recovery Group Meeting, 24-25 May 2002 

 7

1.4 RRG Workplan (2002-2003) and Progress with Activities (Roy Bhima – Malawi) 

Mr Chafota (SADC Rhino Consortium point of contact for SADC RRG) and Dr Bhima had drafted a plan 
of activities for the RRG for the period 1 July to 31 December 2002, and these were circulated to RRG 
members. The proposed activities were reviewed in turn, progress described, and follow-up actions (in 
italics) agreed: 
 
1. National Policies, Strategies and Plans 
 
Zambia – ZAWA should proceed with development of its national rhino strategy with funding from USFW 
RTCF. Additional technical input was available from SADC RPRC and funding support for participation 
from representatives from other RRG countries. Delay in provision of approved funds by RTCF were 
highlighted and discussed.  
 
The SADC Programme Coordinator and Mr du Toit should follow up with the RTCF to ensure that funds 
agreed were supplied (This was done after the meeting, and it became clear that the reason for delay in 
provision was that ZAWA had failed to submit a written request for the transfer of funds approved, as 
required in RTCF procedures supplied) 
 
Malawi – A national plan was still required, although this could possibly be included within a new SANP 
rhino strategy. Revised proposal was submitted by Malawi to SADC RPRC, for support to the 
development of an integrated management plan for Liwonde NP. The deficiency of the SANP’s planning 
process for allocation of rhinos was highlighted, including clarity and process on regional allocations.  
 
The Malawi focal point should follow up with RSA focal point, including the continued role of SANP in 
rhino management at Liwonde. The SADC RPRC should allocate funds towards a project for 
development of a support framework for making allocations of rhinos on the basis of conservation and 
business models. 
 
Mozambique – A national plan for Mozambique was needed, to be preceded by the reintroduction 
feasibility study for Limpopo Park, already approved for support by SADC RPRC.  
 
Mozambique needed the finalised guidelines on reintroduction to guide the feasibility study. In addition, a 
clear Statement of Intent and Commitment on rhino conservation by the Government of Mozambique was 
needed to form the basis for a brief preliminary rhino conservation strategy document. 
 
Angola – A mission from SADC rhino consortium to assist with development of Angola’s reintroduction 
options was scheduled for 2003. Although a national plan for Angola was required, this was not needed 
immediately. As with Mozambique, a preliminary statement of intent & commitment on rhino conservation 
by government of Angola was required, and provision of the finalised guidelines on reintroduction of 
rhinos. 
 
Drafting of a combined broad policy framework for both Angola and Mozambique was required, including 
options on out-of-range introductions of rhinos, and it was agreed that a combined policy development 
workshop for both countries was desirable, which could be linked to recovery projects for other 
endangered species and their conservation requirements. 
 
 
2. Priority needs for rhino reintroductions 
 
Dr Bhima said that follow up had been lacking on requests for inputs to the matrix table, and added the 
proceedings of the last RRG meeting had been received by some members. Dr Brett confirmed that these 
had been sent out to all participants.  
 
It was agreed that all RRG member representatives should ensure that the SADC rhino programme 
coordinator has up to date contact details, including physical address for transmission of proceedings and 
other hard copy by courier (e.g. Fedex, DHL) 
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3. Capacity Building and training needs 
 
Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia had responded with requests for training courses currently available 
with SADC RPRC funding. The attrition and transfer of trained and dedicated rhino programme staff by 
range state management authorities was highlighted as a major concern and constraint to capacity 
building and institutionalisation of training, and this issue would be revisited at the range states meeting.  
 
Training needs should be included during the RRG meeting planned to coincide with the next AfRSG 
meeting, including attendance of Angola and Mozambique (dependent on funding from SADC RPRC). 
The RRG Chair should follow-up with range states on training needs. 
 
 
4. Assistance with assessments of areas for reintroduction 
 
This activity was currently addressed through SADC RPRC inputs (e.g. policy development, assessment 
of realistic options, evaluation of specific areas). Angola and Mozambique require provision and use of 
generic guidelines for reintroduction and drafting of their preliminary definition of intent on rhino 
conservation (e.g. species, range areas, etc) 
 
 
5. Best practice and dissemination of information on rhino management 
 
Some documents and task reports on regional projects are already available on SADC RPRC website. 
Circulation on country-specific projects is dependent on approval of recipient range states, and 
permission for circulation 
 
 
6. Surveys on remnant rhino populations 
 
Tanzania – no reports had been received of D.b.minor outside existing areas monitored in Selous GR. 
Mozambique and Angola – these countries still have unconfirmed reports of rhinos from 2002 (Niassa 
GR, Cuando Cubango province).  
 
Confirmation of presence of rhinos was needed on the basis of compiled information on 
sighting/spoor/dung of rhinos. A one-page checklist to be used for compiling information and material to 
confirm presence of rhinos should be drawn up for use by range states with possible remnant rhinos. 
 
 
7. Guidelines for Reintroductions 
 
The biological component of guidelines had been completed by Mr du Toit. Management and security 
guidelines needed feedback from case studies (e.g. a North Luangwa NP security assessment) for 
general applicability by range states. 
 
 
8. Networking with other rhino conservation bodies, and sharing of expertise 
 
The RRG membership had been introduced and contacts established. The RRG Term of Reference 
would be informed to SADC RMG at its next meeting in June 2003. RRG Chair will be a member of 
AfRSG.  
 
Notes section of Pachyderm should be used to circulate news on country reintroduction projects (contact 
details of Editor (Helen van Houten): P O Box 68200, 0100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya; Fax +254 2 570385; 
Email hvh@iconnect.co.ke or afesg@ssc.iucn.org) 
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9. Monitoring action towards achieving national population goals of RRG countries 
 
To address this activity, coordination missions by SADC rhino programme coordinator and RRG Chair 
were proposed. 
 
 
10. Development of project proposals for funding by SADC RPRC 
 
Coordination between RPC and RRG Chair was needed on concepts for projects with good potential for 
funding by SADC RPRC, particularly where assistance needed from RRG Chair in development of new 
proposals from RRG countries. The use of the Vice-Chair of RRG was promoted. 
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2 PRESENTATIONS 
 
(a) Presentations by SADC Rhino Consortium Members 
 

2.1 Rhino Reintroduction Guidelines: Part II (Raoul du Toit) 
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Discussion 
•  Mr Theophilus stressed the need for inclusion of guidelines on reward schemes, disincentives and 

deterrence of poaching, and information on prosecution and securing convictions.  
•  Mr Kingengo asked that the costs of rhino re-establishment be addressed and if possible estimated 
•  Dr Emslie said that detection of illegal activity, including detection of carcasses and the deterrent 

effects of tourists and roads was a very important factor in rhino security. 
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2.2  Coordination of rhino conservation in RRG countries (Rob Brett) 

 
Discussion 
•  Dr Brooks said that rhino coordinators did not necessarily need a rhino management background, but 

that it was important that prospective rhino coordinators were identified and prepared at least 12 
months in advance. 

•  Mr du Toit said that the duties identified for a Rhino Coordinator post in Dr Brett’s presentation need 
not be carried out by one individual, and tasks could be split between individuals within an action 
plan.  

•  Mr Chafota said that duties of a rhino coordinator would differ between countries depending on stage 
of development of rhino programme. Dr Kampamba stressed the need for a specific person for 
coordinating field activities. 

•  It was recommended that formal agreements or MoUs were needed to define roles and 
responsibilities of private sector participants in a national rhino conservation programme. 
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2.3 Sources of funding for rhino conservation and the role of the AfRSG (Richard Emslie) 
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(b) Presentations by Rhino Focal Points of SADC RRG Range States 
 
Each of the focal points appointed by each of the SADC rhino range state provided a summary 
presentation on the status of rhino conservation in their countries. Each representative had been 
requested to provide feedback on in-country activities under the SADC RPRC. Presentations were 
followed by some questions and discussion. 
 
 
2.4 Angola (Nkosi Luta Kingengo) 

 
Planning and Coordination 
Rhino Management Authority: Instituto de Desenvolvimento Florestal (IDF) 
Rhino Strategy conservation (year): to be outlined 
Action planned: Information collection on the historical area of distribution 
Co-ordinating Committees: not yet instituted 
Focal Point for SADC Programme: Nkosi Luta Kingengo, IDF 
Alternate Focal Point: Carlos Henrique Mutula, DNAF (Direcção Nacional da Agricultura e Floresta) 
 
Collaboration with other SADC Range States 
Commitments to other SADC Range States: Namibia should be approached 
Rhino numbers: no information available 
Monitoring and reporting: Information from IDF representative in Kuando Kubango Province indicates the 
occurrence of Black Rhino. 
Requirements for survey and Monitoring: Surveys and monitoring required in all historical areas of 
distribution. 
 
Manpower and Resources for Rhino Conservation 
Scout density (General information):  
National Level: total of 570 Scouts 
Kissama National Park: 20 Scouts (1 per 500 km2).1, 260 ex-combatants will be admitted as scouts to 
reinforce the service                                                                   
Vehicle density: 1 (Kissama National Park) 
Operating budget (US$): No specific budget, the budget approved will cover during the year 2003 all 
activities relating to wildlife and forestry management and preservation. 
Salaries ($ p.a.):  IDF:  
Scout: 900 $/m./a. 
Expertise: Several biologists, vets and some IDF staff trained in wildlife management at Mweka College 
and Mozambique, but no experience with Rhinos. 
Equipment: None 
 
Participation in Rhino Conservation 
Community: Should be integrated once confirmed the presence of the Rhino in the historical area or 
reintroduced in one of the National Parks. 
NGOs: Kissama Foundation devoted to Kissama NP plan to reintroduce the White rhino in that NP. 
Private Sector: ORCA, Lda is devoted to Iona NP plan to reintroduce the Black rhino once their presence 
in the Park is not confirmed 
 
Legislation for Rhino Conservation 
Protected status of rhinos: Rhinos are listed in Appendix I under the Regulamento de Caça(1957) and 
Decreto Executivo Conjunto nr 36/99 and 37/99 of 27 January. 
Penalties: Poaching of rhinos, and illegal possession of rhino horn: adequate            
According the above Decreto the tax of the animal is of 11.600 UCFs (Unidade de Correcção Fiscal. 
Presently 1 UCF= 20 Kz, 0.30 $). This tax is multiplied by 7. Imprisonment if failure to pay the total of the 
penalties.  
Safari Hunting of rhinos; Hunting of rhinos is prohibited by the Regulamento de Caça and Decreto nr 6/99 
Live Sales of rhinos: to be permitted under the Regulamento de Caça 
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Ownership: State is the ownership of all wild animals existing in their wild habitat according to the 
Regulamento de Caça. Game can be privately owned if re-introduced to game farm or concession area. 
 
Trade and Import/Export In Rhinos 
CITES authority: Instituto de Desenvolvimento Florestal - IDF 
Licences required: CITES import/export permits Veterinary certificate from exporting country is required. 
Licence issued by the National Directorate of Animal Production is also required. 
Past translocations:  exports: none 
Past translocation: imports: White rhino (1968): 10 from Natal Park to Kissama NP. 
Stock: The occurrence the animal in the historical area should be confirmed and assessed  
Control: Horn and other illegal trophies are stored in the National Department of Administration and 
Finance of the IDF. 
Horn fingerprinting: Project involvement: No involvement in the FP project. 
 
Discussion 
•  Mr Kingengo said that lack of funding had meant that there had been no activities. There were no 

salaries for staff. He added that information had been received on presence of rhinos in Kuando 
Kubango province, where sources had confirmed resemblance of the rhinos sighted to white rhinos. 

 
 
2.5 Botswana (Mercy Masedi) 

 
Background information 
The rhino population has in the past been affected by hunting and poaching that led to their extinction in 
Botswana between 1880 and 1890. Reintroduction programme adopted by the country in 1967 coincided 
with an increase in rhino poaching and this did not spare the lives of those newly relocated. Attempts by 
both the Department of Wildlife and National Parks and the Botswana Defence Force to bring the 
situation under control did not bear any fruits, and as a result, the remaining animals were relocated to 
Khama Rhino Sanctuary between 1992 and 1996 where they are under maximum protection. Since then 
various relocation or reintroduction has been done in Botswana at various places like Mokolodi Nature 
Reserve, Tholo Ranch and Mombo. 
 
Botswana’s rhino population is doing well. Ten additional rhinos were received from South Africa in 
November 2002 and to date the number has reached fifty-three. Twenty one more rhinos are expected in 
April /May this year. All are expected to be relocated to Moremi Game Reserve (Mombo). Preparations 
are being made to arrange for their arrival. The bomas are being renovated to be ready to accommodate 
the animals.  
 
Conservation Plan 
The Botswana Rhino Management Strategy was adopted by all rhino stakeholders and the Botswana 
Rhino Management Committee instituted. The document is a vision and meant to be an outlook of the 
whole rhino industry. The document will be printed and published very soon. 
 
Committees 
(a) The Botswana Rhino Management committee is chaired by the private sector as we are partners 

in conservation and they have played an important role in rhino establishment in Botswana. The 
secretariat is from the Department of Wildlife and National Parks.  

 
(b) Another committee in Maun has been established; it is composed of Botswana Police Service, 

Botswana Defence Force, and DWNP. The committee meets regularly after two to three months 
in Maun. Its focus is mainly on the security of the rhinos at Mombo in Moremi Game Reserve. 

 
Rhino Conservation Activities  
The Anti-poaching personnel are doing a good job to monitor the movements of rhinos. We have lost only 
one rhino due to territorial fights since 1993. We hope the status quo remains. Our law enforcement 
Agency are always on the look out for any illegal activities. Since our conservation activities are in 
partnership with the communities, they also play a vital role to protect their resources.  
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Rhino populations estimate for 2003 
Species 
Sub –species 

         White rhino Trend      Black rhino                                   Trend 

 C.s. 
Cottonin 
 
(northern) 

C.S 
 Simum 
 
(Southern) 

Total 
 
 
 

 D.b 
bicornis 
 
(south -
Western) 

D.b 
longipes 
 
western 

D.b 
michaeli 
 
(eastern 

D.b minor 
 
(southern- 
Central 

Total 

Botswana  51 51     1 1 
 
Country Species SSP  Park   Type Num  Size  RCPE Prob SG  Total Trend  Den 
Bot  White Css  Moremi GR G  1   >4000 14  2    16  U  0.004 
Bot  White Css  Sanctuary S  1  43  23      23  U  0.535 
Bot  White Css  Mokolodi NR P  1  30  9      9  U  0.300 
Bot  White Css  Tholo Ranch P  1  350  4       4  U  0.011 
 
A lonely black rhino was captured from the Chobe National Park and relocated to Khama Rhino 
Sanctuary. 
 
SADC projects already done  
a) Rhino conservation and management strategy. Through the assistance of SADC rhino projects a 

workshop was held for a discussion paper on the strategy. As a result of that meeting our rhino 
strategy was born.  

b) Funding for the Rhino Conservation Strategy was also from SADC rhino project. 
c) Training of trainers on rhino monitoring-two members of staff were trained, and one was in the past 

engaged in training DWNP staff in Mombo on rhino monitoring. 
d) Assessment of Mombo and Khama Rhino Sanctuary on their suitability for both black and white 

rhinos was done. The two areas were found to be suitable for the two species and a report was done. 
e) A rhino database was done and is functional at Mombo and Khama Rhino Sanctuary and it is still to 

be installed in a computer in Gaborone. 
 
Training 
A two-day meeting was held in Maun last December by the SADC Rhino Specialist to introduce about 
sixteen wildlife officers to the rhino database. The database was installed in Maun Research office and 
they are to forward the data to the national database on quarterly basis.  
 
SADC Projects waiting for funding 
The following projects are still awaiting SADC sponsorship: 
•  A computer for rhino monitoring, which will have the database and based in head quarters. 
•  Training of staff. It is important to develop expertise in rhino management. Study tours are important 

to countries that have been successful in rhino management. An attachment for two to three weeks to 
successful rhino project will do. 

•  Training of staff on scene of crime and law enforcement.  It was long agreed that this will be done in 
all range state countries. We hope it will be done this year.  

•  A project proposal for funding of a project on monitoring, security and biological management has 
been submitted. With the impending arrival of rhinos from South Africa, the security issue is very 
important and there is need for a well-defined programme on security, monitoring and biological 
management. 

 
The following are proposed as future needs from SADC rhino project: 
•  Microchips and readers to mark some of our rhinos that are not marked and those that are born. 
•  A radio transmitter that could specifically detect where the animal is within a shorter time is needed 

because it has been observed that it takes time and costly to locate rhinos that are in the wild. 
•  Sponsorship for study tours so as to learn from other rhino range states. 
•  Facilitation on acquiring of black rhino. 
 
Conclusion 
There is good coordination between the private sector and the Department of Wildlife and National Parks. 
This spirit is expected to revive the rhino population. 
 
 



DGCS/AID 5064 – SADC Rhino Recovery Group Meeting, 24-25 May 2002 

 21

Recommendations 
Study tours to countries with successful rhino conservation need to be done to develop capacity. For any 
programme to be successful there should be trained personnel to execute it. Botswana has in the past 
lost its rhinos due to poaching. We are now trying to prevent history from repeating itself. Therefore the 
need for capacity building is paramount.  
 
Discussion 
•  Mr du Toit expressed concern over size and capacity of Khama RS for black rhino. Mr Theophilus 

said that there were negotiations with land holders to exchange land and extend the sanctuary to 
reach 80 sq km in total. There had been no follow up from management of KRS, and DWNP were 
encouraging them to move fast on this.  Mr du Toit said that Khama RS could be used as part of a 
rhino metapopulation, but there was need to link the sanctuary with the Moremi release site. The 
extended sanctuary would still only be suitable for handling small numbers animals (e.g. orphans) 
and was not prime breeding site. Rhinos from Khama RS could be used to populate other areas.  Mr 
Theophilus anticipated much moving of rhinos between populations in Botswana. At present there 
was a very lonely female at Khama RS, moved from Chobe area. Dr Emslie suggested the possible 
use of Khama RS for surplus males. 

•  Ms Masedi said that Botswana’s needs from the SADC RPRC included sponsorship of study tours, 
and facilitation for the acquisition of black rhinos from other SADC countries. 

 
 
2.6 Malawi (Roy Bhima) 

 
Introduction  
Malawi has one population of black rhinoceros, Diceros bicornis minor that is located in fenced 
sanctuaries in Liwonde National Park. Three pairs of male and female were introduced from South Africa 
in 1993, 1998 and 2000. The first pair produced two male calves in 1997 and 1999. The second pair 
produced a calf in early 2000. Another calf was born in October 2001. Two deaths have since occurred. 
In 2000 the first male adult died and a pregnant female from the third pair died. The rhino population is 
currently seven. During a three-day water hole count from 18 to 21 October 2002, observers noted that 
they saw all seven. There were no indications of newly born calves. 
 
Prior to the introductions in Liwonde National Park, the species had been declared extinct in 1990. In the 
1980s the species was confined to Kasungu National Park and Mwabvi Game Reserve only. Kasungu 
National Park had between10 to 20 individuals in 1984 (Jachmann, 1984) while Mwabvi had 6-7 
individuals. In 1990, these animals were not seen anymore.  
 
Strengths 
The introduction of the rhino in Liwonde National Park is intended to build a strong population in the 
country. As a critically endangered species worldwide and in the country, the rhino was declared a 
protected species soon after it was introduced in the country. This meant that the species would be 
accorded appropriate management priority. This ensures adequate protection to the species. The 
population is kept in a fenced sanctuary and protected by a team of six scouts. The park has one 
Warden, a Research Officer and five scouts' camps. These will ensure that the rhino are given the right 
attention in all areas of management.  
 
The Department of National Parks and Wildlife has been attempting to construct a boundary fence at 
Liwonde National since the rhino were introduced, but this has not been possible due to limited funding 
and vandalism to the small fence that has been constructed. The Malawi Government introduced the Pro-
Poor Expenditure (PPE) funds for Government activities intended to minimise poverty amount local 
people in July 2000. One of the major activities in the Department of National Parks and Wildlife under 
this programme is to purchase fencing materials for the Liwonde National Park perimeter fence. It is 
hoped that the entire park (about 250 km perimeter) will be fence by 2005. The will reduce wildlife/human 
conflicts around the park. A wildlife public awareness campaign around the fence will also be funded 
under the PPE budget to minimise vandalism of the fence. 
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There has been the Malawi Frankfurt Zoological Society (FZS) Project in the park that has conducted 
scouts training programmes. These have assisted with the patrolling of the park to ensure that poaching 
is controlled. The Department of National Parks and Wildlife has recently signed a new ten-year contract 
with FZS to assist it with various areas of management, and a new FZS project manager has started work 
in the park. The project will improve some infrastructure of the park that will be beneficial to the 
management of the rhino. The project is already working on the upgrading of the management plan of the 
park through a consultant Dr R Malpas. A participatory approach involving senior members of staff at 
Headquarters and at the park is being used. The project will improve other resources such as radio 
equipment and roads. It will also enhance community-based management to improve relationship with 
neighbouring communities. The presence of the project in the park will definitely be of great importance. 

Ecological work in the park has been carried since the park was established. The vegetation was first 
mapped in the 1970s and has been monitoring the vegetation inside and outside the rhino sanctuary all 
along. We intend to improve on the monitoring of the vegetation because there are intentions to release 
the rhino form the sanctuaries to the greater park and there are fears of are still going on. 

Weaknesses 
The major weakness affecting development of rhino conservation is funding. Although the DNPW has 
provided a rhino scouts team to protect the rhino, it has not provided any extra funding to the Liwonde 
National Park recurrent budget for the Park Warden and the Research Officer to undertake other routine 
work such as inspections, monitoring movements and controlling fires. The Warden and the Research 
Officer are located 30 km away from the rhino sanctuary and often, they have not been able to visit the 
sanctuary because of lack of funding. Because of the same problem, the focal point has not been able to 
visit the sanctuary as well.  
 
The Department has relied a lot on the support it has received from the "J&B Circle of Friends". This is a 
group of businessmen who have voluntarily supported the rhino project. Although the J&B Circle of 
Friends has supported that the project all along, their support is not guaranteed to continue forever. Some 
times, there has been little collaboration between these people and the Park Warden.  
 
The rhino population is currently very small. Its recovery rate is very low and would be affected by 
inbreeding. Translocation costs have been paid by others such as the South African Parks Board and the 
J&B Circle of Friends. The DNPW will not afford to pay any translocations and will continue to rely on 
others. This is a major weakness. Contact with SANP has not been maintained. 
 
Opportunities  
The South African National Parks Board and the Malawi Department of National Parks and Wildlife have 
had a very good relationship that has led to the transfer of some rhino from South Africa to Malawi. The 
South Africans provided the rhino and did the capturing and transfers. It is hoped that this relationship will 
continue to exist.  
 
The J & B fraternity which includes the ‘Care for the Rare’ (UK) Programme and the ‘Circle of Friends’ 
have contributed some funding. The ‘Care for the Rare" Programme funded some of the transportation 
from South Africa while the "Circle of Friends" have funded transportation from Chileka Airport in Blantyre 
to Liwonde National Park and have supported the rhino on a daily basis in the park. The role that the FZS 
Management Project will play has been pointed out under "strengths" above.  

The Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi WESM has provided some expertise to the 
management of the rhino in Li r. C.O Dudley who is a member of the Society has done some ecological 
monitoring in the park and the sanctuary in particular. Prof. Dudley has continued to render his time to 
undertake some ecological surveys in the park, although travelling from Blantyre to the park has become 
expensive.  
 
Threats  
The heavy reliance of the Liwonde Rhino Project on external funding as has been shown ' above is an 
issue of concern. This cannot be relied upon completely as the donors may provide their funding on an ad 
hoc basis and the DNPW may not have a say on how the funding would be used. It is important that the 



DGCS/AID 5064 – SADC Rhino Recovery Group Meeting, 24-25 May 2002 

 23

DNPW must have its own rhino funds that it may use as it so wishes. Poaching is a threat. Many wire 
snares intended to kill animals have been recovered from the park. None have been collected from the 
rhino sanctuary yet. It is important to maintain strict anti-po9aching activities both in the rhino sanctuaries 
and in the park at large. Any laxity may lead to the poaching of a number of rhino individuals before the 
law enforcement team realises. Poachers have also set the park on fire. Fires have gone into the 
sanctuary causing a threat to the lives of the rhino. These illegal fires can be controlled by firebreaks and 
early burning programmes.  
 
As the rhino numbers increase, the rhino sanctuary may become too small resulting into stress. There 
would be need to increase the size of the sanctuary. Dudley (2002) suggests a carrying capacity of 8-10 
adults for sanctuaries 1 and 2 and 4-6 adults for sanctuary 3. There is pressure to limit the building of 
additional sanctuaries as this may hinder east-west movements of elephants in the park. The present 
rhino number for the whole sanctuary is 7. With new translocations and reproductions, the sanctuary will 
soon reach its capacity. It is therefore important to start thinking seriously about how the rhino will be 
treated as the population grows.  
 
SADC Rhino Programme Activities  
The SADC rhino project has supported work on the rhinos in Liwonde. Support has been given to 
undertake some ecological work. A report titled "Institutional and Ecological evaluation and development 
of guidelines for future management of black rhino in Liwonde National Park, Malawi (Chafota, Dudley & 
Labuschagne 2002) was from Chafota, Dudley & Labuschagne (2002) produced with funding from SADC 
rhino project. It is hoped that another project to establish a Rhino Stakeholders Committee and to monitor 
the vegetation of the park will be funded.  
 
References  
Bhima, R. & Dudley, C.O. (1996) Observations on two introduced black rhinos in Liwonde National Park, 
Malawi. Pachyderm (21) 46-54.  
Chafota, J., Dudley C.O. & Labuschagne, R. (2002). Ecological and institutional evaluation, and 
development of guidelines for future management of black rhinos in Liwonde National Park, Malawi. 
SADC Regional Programme for Rhino Conservation.67Pp.  
Dudley, C.O. (2002) Ecological evaluation for Liwonde National Park, Malawi with respect to the 
development and management of a viable population of black rhino (Diceros bicornis minor). 25pp.  
Jachmann, H. (1984). Status of the Mwabvi rhino (Diceros bicornis). Nyala 10(2): 77 -90.  
 
Discussion 
•  Dr Bhima said that observations in Liwonde NP by stakeholders had checked on and confirmed the 

numbers reported (7). There were problems with sustainable funding for the park. In past year 
funding had been secured from Poor Expenditure Fund. This government programme had funded 
construction of 50 km of perimeter fencing around Liwonde NP. There had been much vandalism in 
the past, and snaring using wire derived from fence. People were now learning about importance of 
fence with an education programme. Liwonde NP had received new funding from Frankfurt Zoological 
Society, with a 10-year contract signed for support to the park (12 months ago) including a project 
manager based at LNP. The project was assisting Liwonde NP in all areas of management, including 
improvement of infrastructure, and development of a management plan. The project had deployed Dr 
Malpas from FZS to look at management plan for Liwonde NP. The J & B circle of friends are still 
supporting the rhino project, and the Malawi Environmental Endowment Trust were helping with 
construction of boundary fence. There had been no communications with SANP who provided Malawi 
with rhinos in years past. Past support from SADC included the ecological and institutional evaluation 
(Dudley, Chafota and Labuschagne) which had provided important guidelines for future management. 
Dr Bhima had submitted a revised proposal to SADC RPRC for funding of a stakeholders meeting, 
including the different organisations mentioned with the objective of developing a plan for rhino 
management in the park. Vegetation monitoring costs were also requested. 

•  Mr Chafota said that Liwonde is an interesting ecological system. There was need to strike a balance 
on management of the park for rhino or other species. He asked of other parks were available for 
translocation of other species from Liwonde NP. 

•  Mr du Toit suggested that, in order to avoid future vandalism of the fence, mesh wire be used for 
construction of the perimeter fence, which cannot be used for creating snares. 
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2.7 Mozambique (Felismina Longamane Langa) 

 
Background 
Rhino conservation legislation is currently the Game Law of 1999, under which regulations were 
approved in 2002. Rhinos in Protected Areas belong to state. Others may own rhinos if they are 
controlled on their own land. 
 
Rhino status 
Reports were received of the presence of rhinos in Niassa GR.  
 
Planned SADC RPRC support for activities in 2003-2004 
(a) Feasibility study for the reintroduction of rhinos to Mozambique (draft DNFFB/CESVI proposal) 
(b) Rhino Conservation Strategy for Mozambique 
(c) Training courses in rhino monitoring, management and security 
 
 
2.8 Tanzania (Mathew Maige) 

 
Introduction 
Black Rhino active conservation is not that old in Tanzania. The early attempts of managing rhinos 
started slightly before rhino poaching outcry during late 1970’s and early 1980’s. Soon before the 
countrywide operation against poaching of wildlife, decrease of sensitive species including rhinos made 
the Government to request for a general survey country-wide. This was the time when it was realised that 
rhinos were on verge of extinction in the country. Attempts to rehabilitate local populations then started, 
spearheaded by FZS. Ngorongoro Crater became the centre for the FZS activities. The Selous was far 
from consideration because the survey revealed that most rhinos in the Selous were poached and what 
remained could not be substantiated. At later date, around 1989, sporadic sighting of D.b.minor in the 
Selous was heard for the first time. 
 
Status of Rhino Population Recovery 
A few years down the line, an enthusiastic rhino admirer who was running a photographic safari camp 
started the Kidai Rhino Project. Since then, the Selous Rhino Project took shape. Together with that, 
another follow up was done in the Lukuliro area of the vast Selous Game Reserve. 
 
Today, the two areas have become fairly active towards rhino patrols to protect whatever was in the thick 
bushes. It started without knowing if there were a few individuals in the areas but recently has confirmed 
a number (still not known) exists at both Kidai and Lukuliro. Sporadic sightings of rhinos have been 
recorded totalling 16 individuals. We can conclude with confidence that there are more rhinos in the 
Selous and the 2 populations known so far are reproducing. Tanzania and well wishers need to put in 
more efforts to protect and continue to investigate of their numbers and distribution.  
 
Summary on the SADC Rhino Programme Support 
Inputs provided:   
(i) Advice in the field on rhino survey methodology 
(ii) Advice in the field on steps to ensure ongoing, cost-effective monitoring and protection of rhinos within 
the survey area, based on relevant experience from Zimbabwe. 
 
We have taken actions on some but we still need support to take actions on the remaining items. I am 
trying to convince Selous Game Reserve authority to understand the reason for identifying a team of 
rangers to work on rhino protection only, but it is evident that there are too few rangers for assigning a 
few to rhino project alone. A proposal to be submitted includes: 
•  Improved rhino monitoring for Selous Game Reserve Sub-population (February, 2003) 
•  Law enforcement and ranger training in Selous Game. Reserve (Feb. 2003) 
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The Wildlife Division did request funding from another source with a Project Proposal entitled: Selous 
black rhino protection project. This was submitted to European Union effective from June 2003-March 
2005  
 
Discussion 
•  Mr Maige stressed the training needs of Tanzania as priorities for support from the SADC RPRC. 

They had submitted a major request for EU funding for supporting full-time patrols at rhino sites in the 
Selous GR. It was recommended that coordination between stakeholders involved in rhino 
conservation in the Selous could be improved with a coordination meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, 
including the WWF project for the eastern sector (Lukuliro). 

 
 
2.9 Zambia (George Kampamba) 

 
Introduction 
Zambia was a strong hold of the biggest population of black rhino (Diceros bicornis minor) in the region. 
The rhino were decimated in the seventies because of its horn. After over two decades down the line, 
under emotions, sorrow and bad memories of the sad loss of black rhino, the Government of the Republic 
of Zambia has renewed her interest in re-establishing the population of this depleted species. The black 
rhino re-introduction has been a matter of concern by Parliament since late 1990. The driving force has 
been to develop Zambia as a country in which a well-protected and viable black rhinoceros population will 
contribute to enhanced biodiversity, economic, spiritual and social well being of the public and the country 
as a whole, and the Zambian wildlife estate for present and posterity. In order to attract further 
international support for re-introductions the Government of the Republic of Zambia has demonstrated 
strong commitment through the Zambia Wildlife Authority regarding management strategies for as 
embedded in the 5-year Strategic Plan. One of the objectives of wildlife conservation in Zambia is species 
re-introduction to original range under intensive protection.  
 
Partnership for Black Rhino Re-Introduction and Future Management in North Luangwa NP 
The key supporter in this project is the Frankfurt Zoological Society. The Frankfurt Zoological Society has 
a long-standing relationship with the Zambia Wildlife Authority in Zambia and are currently working 
together under a ten-year agreement with the Zambian Government to manage the wildlife resources in 
the North Luangwa National Park (see map for the Park). Frankfurt Zoological Society has been in the 
area for over 15 years under an agreement with the government of Zambia. The current agreement was 
signed in 1998 focusing on conservation of the wildlife resources in the National Park, development and 
maintenance of infrastructure. The target area for the project, the North Luangwa National Park, is 
therefore managed under an intensive resource protection programme. 
 
Activities on Black Rhino Re-Introduction to North Luangwa National Park 
In 2001 the IUCN SADC Regional Programme for Rhino Conservation agreed to support a scientific study 
for putative rhino range suitability within North Luangwa National Park and to coordinate the re-
introduction programme with the Zambia Wildlife Authority and the various stakeholders. To determine 
the basis for re-introducing black rhino to the North Luangwa National Park a technical assessment of 
rhino habitat suitability was carried out with support from the IUCN/SADC Regional Programme for Rhino 
Conservation. Following the study the Zambia Wildlife Authority updated the Government of the Republic 
of Zambia and Parliament about the project to further secure both political and government support. In 
April 2002 the Director General of the Zambia Wildlife Authority, Mr. Hapenga M. Kabeta, headed a 
delegation to South Africa to discuss the programme for rhino reintroduction project for North Luangwa 
National Park and to confirm the availability of black rhino. In principle it was agreed during that visit that 
the 5 animals would be made available for the re-introduction project in Zambia. It was also agreed that 
South African National Parks should satisfy it self on the security of the black rhino in the target area.  
 
On the basis of the above requirement the following were agreed upon as the way forward: 
•  An expert from South African National Parks to visit North Luangwa National Park to ascertain the 

strategies for security of black rhino once introduced 
•  The SADC Rhino Conservation Programme should coordinate the rhino re introduction project, 



DGCS/AID 5064 – SADC Rhino Recovery Group Meeting, 24-25 May 2002 

 26

•  The Chief Executive Officer of South African National Parks to inform the Minister of the Ministry of 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, 

•  Zambia Wildlife Authority to prepare a draft agreement for comment by South Africa National Parks 
on the rhino project, 

•  Zambia Wildlife Authority and South Africa National Parks to develop a memorandum of 
understanding for the two governments 

•  The vision for Zambia Wildlife Authority on the development of a founder rhino population should be 
broadened to establish contact with the KwaZulu Natal Parks Board and North West Province for 
more animals. 

 
Proposed Agreement between South African National Parks and Zambia Wildlife Authority 
Firstly, South African National Parks and Zambia Wildlife Authority acknowledged the objective of the 
IUCN SADC Regional Programme for Rhino Conservation to re-establish black rhino population in its 
former regional range. Following the above Zambia Wildlife Authority developed a draft Agreement for co-
operation on the re introduction of the rhino to Zambia and other aspects of national park management 
and development. The general agreement is to develop Zambia as a country with a well-protected and 
viable black rhinoceros population. The technical aspects proposed were that there shall be endeavours 
to build capacity within the Zambia Wildlife Authority through cooperation with South African National 
Parks on projects to be jointly developed. The draft has gone to both governments and a meeting to 
consider the out come from the governments has been proposed. Zambia would like the meeting to take 
place this year 2003. 
 
Black Rhino Re-Introduction is Promising 
In December 2002 Zambia received confirmation and support of the project from South African National 
Parks following the endorsement of the North Luangwa rhino re-introduction by the IUCN/SADC Rhino 
Conservation Programme as well as the favourable approval by South African National Parks’ scientific, 
veterinary and security staff to further the conservation of black rhino in the sub-region. South African 
National Parks agreed to make available to Zambia five black rhinos, two males and three females. In 
order to improve the animals’ settling period the introduction exercise is planned to take place between 
April and May during the cold months. These animals originated from an exchange programme with 
Frankfurt Zoological Gardens. 
 
White Rhino in Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park, Livingstone 
The population of white rhino (Ceratotherium simum simum) was introduced to Zambia in 1994. Since 
then the population has stagnated at 5 individuals. This status prompted an investigation, which took 
place 2001 with support from the IUCN/SADC Regional Rhino Conservation Programme. The study 
recommended an introduction of new individuals to the population to improve the situation. Zambia has 
so far not secured new individuals because un affordable costs of the animals. Following the above 
Zambia proposes a swap of two adult animals. 
 
Policy for Rhino Management 
As reported on during the RRG inaugural meeting at Club Makokola, Malawi (24-25 May 2002), Zambia 
has developed a working paper for formulation of a Policy for rhino management. This document requires 
the participation of various stakeholders to formulate the rhino policy. It was against this background that 
Zambia signed an Agreement with US Fish and Wildlife (US$ 16,500) for support in 2002. These funds 
for consultative meetings and workshops have not been not been made available and consequently the 
policy has not been formulated. The Zambia Wildlife Authority has sent several reminders to Karl 
Stromayer but there has been no response. 
 
Conclusion 
The rhino conservation project in the North Luangwa National Park in Zambia has attracted the political 
support and interest in re-establishing the population. To establish a viable rhino population 5 individuals 
are not ideal. The project is therefore the initial step in the right direction and is based on the principle of 
phased introduction to ensure animal safety and adaptation. Following the above and the intention to 
establish a founder population in the next three years Zambia requests this meeting for continued support 
to the rhino recovery programme to ensure that more animals are solicited for. 
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3 PROJECT PROPOSALS 
Project proposals developed by RRG range states were described in brief by the respective range state 
focal points and discussed. The proposals were divided between those with focus or application to an 
individual range state, and those with a regional focus or application. 
 
(a) Projects for individual range states 
 
(i) The following are new or revised proposals that have been submitted for funding support by the 

SADC RPRC: 
 
Botswana 
•  Evaluation of monitoring, security and management of the Mombo IPZ rhino population (M Masedi) 
•  Purchase of a computer and training of Khama RS staff on rhino database management (M Tjibae) 
 
Discussion: Mr Theophilus said that the Mombo project would concentrate on white rhino. 
 
Malawi 
•  Towards a long-term plan for a viable rhino population in Liwonde National Park, Malawi: 

Establishment of a Rhino Stakeholders Committee and an ecological monitoring plan (R Bhima) 
 
Discussion: Dr Brett said that a budget was required for the Liwonde proposal. Mr Chafota said that the 
FZS funding for the management plan needed to be separated from funding requested from SADC 
RPRC. Mr du Toit said that the objectives of DNPW for the park need to be clarified as part of the 
management planning process (including SADC RPRC technical input), and a commitment from SANP 
for inclusion in the process was also required. 
 
Tanzania 
•  Improved training for rangers and rhino monitoring in the Selous GR, Tanzania (M Maige) 
 
Discussion: Mr Maige said that as part of the project proposal submitted, a communications trailer was 
needed, and also a Kiswahili manual for training of trainers in rhino monitoring. Mr du Toit said that review 
of support by stakeholders was needed to clarify the needs and coordinate support allocated, as a step in 
the process of agree on a vision and action plan for management of the Selous rhinos. Dr Brooks 
recommended a coordination mission to Tanzania by the programme coordinator to facilitate this. 
 
(ii) The following proposals have already been approved for funding support by the SADC RPRC in 

semesters 8-9: 
 
Angola 
•  Evaluation of areas and options for the reintroduction of rhinos to Angola: policy framework 

development (N Kingengo) 
 
Zambia 
•  Evaluation of areas and options for reintroduction of rhinos to Zambia II (Kafue, LZNP, etc) (G 

Kampamba) 
 
Discussion: Dr Kampamba said that ZAWA were expecting that the study in Kafue NP would provide the 
basis for a five-year plan of rhino reintroductions in future, for both black and white rhinos. This could 
include public-private partnership, and he asked for further information and reference material from the 
regional on private-state initiatives. Mr du Toit said that a new Zambia rhino strategy needed to include a 
framework for private sector participation. 
 
Mozambique 
•  Evaluation of Coutada 16 and Zinave NP, Mozambique, for future rhino conservation (F Langa/G 

Daconto) 
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(b) Regional Projects 
 
Several regional proposals (or phases of ongoing approved projects) have been submitted for funding 
support by the SADC RPRC. Feedback has been received from range states on those courses at which 
they would like to have participation during the last meetings of the SADC RRG and RESG. 
 
•  Law Enforcement/Intelligence Database: installation and training (RESG) 
•  MicroTrack program: microchip database development, implementation and Training (RESG) 
•  Scene of Crime Investigation: Training Courses (SADC RPRC) 
•  Rhino Monitoring: Training Courses: Instructor training (SADC RPRC/AfRSG) 
•  Rhino Monitoring: Training Missions to individual countries (SADC RPRC/AfRSG) 
 
Discussion: Mr Theophilus asked that Botswana (and other RRG countries) be informed and provided 
with information on training courses supported in other countries (e.g. the Scene of Crime investigation 
courses in Namibia, etc). 
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4 SADC RRG ACTION PLAN FOR 2003-2004 
Based on the proposals submitted and the follow-up activities planned in the last year, an action plan for 
SADC RRG activities from 1 June to 31 December 2003 was drafted by the SADC rhino programme 
coordinator at the meeting. This was then finalised by the RRG Chair after the meeting with input from 
RRG members and SADC consortium, and the plan of activities is presented below. A critical need was 
for improved coordination by the RRG Chair and communications between the RRG Chair and RRG 
member country representatives in order to monitor RRG activities and facilitate support. 
 

SADC RRG Activities for the Period 1st June-31st December, 2003 
 

Strategy Proposed Activities 
1: National Policies, 
strategies and plans 

1.1 Zambia:  
•  Must proceed with development of strategy with USFW RTCF funding.  

SADC RPRC will assist with resolution of USFW RTCF funds.  
Additional technical input will be available from SADC RPRC with 
facilitation of focal points from other RRG countries. 

•  Must also submit a proposal for evaluation of other areas in Zambia for 
reintroduction of rhinos.  The RRG Chair will be kept informed of the 
progress. 
 

1.2 Malawi: 
•  Must proceed with the development of Liwonde NP Management Plan, 

with input from SADC RPRC evaluation report of Liwonde integrated 
into plan.  DNPW to define priorities for Liwonde NP regarding 
rhinoceros conservation and/or biodiversity conservation. 

•  Follow-up with SANP on continued role in regional metapopulation 
management of rhinos between Malawi and South Africa.  Malawi 
RRG Focal Point to write to SANP's Dr. Mike Knight with copy to 
SADC RPRC. 
 

1.3 Mozambique: 
•  Must draw up statement of intent and commitment on rhino 

conversation by government as basis for rhino strategy.  Copies of 
statement must be sent to RRG Chair and SADC RPRC. 

•  Must develop rhino management policy document.  SADC RPRC 
would provide technical support if needed. 

 
1.4 Angola: 
•  Must draw up statement of intent and commitment on rhino 

conversation by government as basis for rhino strategy.  Copies of 
statement must be sent to RRG Chair and SADC RPRC. 

•  Use preliminary assessment mission by SADC RPRC to assist with 
development of rhino management policy document. 
 

1.5 Tanzania: 
•  Must elaborate rhino monitoring plan, incorporating training needs and 

database management in order to elaborate demographics of Selous 
GR subpopulations.   

 
1.6 Region: 
•  Must develop regional metapopulation plan involving RRG and RMG 

countries.  This must be done as soon as possible as regional plan 
may be needed for country plans. 
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Strategy Proposed Activities 
2.  Priority needs for 
rhino reintroductions 

2.1 General: 
•  Review and prioritise common needs for each RRG country for 

reintroduction and management programmes.  The RRG chair will 
review last year's Matrix Table and circulate it again to RRG Country 
Focal Points for approval.   

 
2.2 Zambia: 
•  Must review management requirements for successful 

implementations of the first phase of rhino reintroduction to North 
Luangwa NP, including training needs for law enforcement staff. 

3.  Capacity building 
and training needs 

3.1 General: 
•  RRG working group must participate in next AfRSG meeting, including 

attendance of Angola and Mozambique (dependent of funding from 
SADC RPRC). 

•  RRG Chair to follow-up with RRG range states on training needs, 
confirm requests for training inputs available from SADC RPRC and 
develop training plan and schedule for RRG countries. 

 
3.2 Tanzania: 
•  Enable training programme of rangers and monitoring of the Selous 

GR rhinos.  Send programme to RRG Chair and SADC RPRC 
 
3.3 Angola and Mozambique: 
•  Identify and nominate staff for instructor training in monitoring and law 

enforcement training. 
 
3.4 Zambia: 
•  Conduct Training/awareness workshop for judiciary with media 

representation 
•  Conduct orientation study for two ecologists and orientation and 

management experience for veterinarian within SADC Region. 
4.  Assist with 
assessments of areas 
for reintroduction   

4.1 General: 
Currently addresses through SADC RPRC inputs (e.g. policy 
development, assessment of realistic options, evaluation of specific 
areas).  Angola and Mozambique generic guidelines to use for 
preliminary definition of intent (e.g. species, range areas, etc). 
 

4.2 Mozambique: 
•  To carry out a feasibility study for the reintroduction of rhinos to 

Limpopo National Park.  May need assistance from SADC RPRC.  
5.  Best practices and 
dissemination of 
information on rhino 
management 

5.1 General: 
•  Establish circulation for SADC RPRC task reports.  SADC RPRC to 

circulation reports to RRG member states. 
•  SADC RPRC will make available task reports and other relevant 

documents on regional projects on SADC RPRC website. 
6.  Surveys on remnant 
rhino populations 

6.1 Angola and Mozambique: 
To follow-up and confirm rhino presence in Cuando Cubango Province 
and Niassa GR using checklist of information developed by SADC 
RPRC. 

7.  Guidelines for 
reintroduction 

7.1 General: 
•  Specific RRG countries to provide input from case-studies to 

management and security guidelines for general applicability by range 
states.  SADC RPRC to conduct case studies. 

•  SADC RPRC expert to complete and circulate reintroduction 
guidelines to RRG countries. 
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Strategy Proposed Activities 
8.  Networking with 
other rhino 
conservation bodies, 
and sharing expertise 

8.1 General: 
•  RRG ToR to be informed to SADC RMG at meeting in June 2003. 
•  RRG Chair to be member of AfRSG. 
•  RRG Chair to use Notes section of 'Pachyderm' on a six-monthly basis 

for circulation of news from RRG countries on country reintroduction 
projects. 

9.  Monitoring action 
towards achieving 
national population 
goals of RRG countries 

9.1 General: 
•  Ensure minimum 6 monthly coordination between RPC and RRG 

Chair 
•  RRG Chair to submit 6 monthly progress reports (end of June, end of 

December 2003) in order to incorporate issues of concern into SADC 
RPRC planning and reporting cycle. 

10.  Development of 
project proposals for 
funding by SADC 
RPRC 

10.1 General 
•  RPC and RRG Chair to coordinate on concepts for projects with good 

potential for funding by SADC RPRC, particularly where assistance 
needed from RRG Chair in development of new proposals from RRG. 

•  Promote use of Vice-Chair of RRG in proposal development. 
 

 
5 RRG OFFICE BEARERS 
The office bearers of the SADC RRG of the Group were reviewed. There was motivation to reduce the 
terms of office bearers to two years. Following discussion, this was rejected, and current the term of 
service (below) retained: 
 
Office Bearers 
Chair (Malawi) 
Vice-Chair (Tanzania) 
 
Length of Service 
Chair:   3 years 
Vice-Chair:  3 years 
Focal Points: service for duration of appointment by range state 
 
 
6 OTHER BUSINESS 
6.1 Any Other Business 

Dr Kampamba asked for information about how to engage with the SADC secretariat, and the mechanism 
of how the former SADC WSTCU was to be replaced by the SADC Secretariat. A presentation to be 
given at the SADC range states and consortium meeting by the SADC FANR representative would 
address this specific question. 
 
6.2 Concluding Remarks and Closure of SADC Rhino Recovery Group Meeting 

Mr Nzima reviewed the progress of the meeting, and noted that all its objectives had been achieved. The 
future of the RRG clearly depended on improved coordination with and between member countries and 
with the SADC Secretariat, and identification of sustainable funding for its core activities. There were 
several reintroduction and recovery projects already underway in range states that were already showing 
promise and success. With that he thanked participants for their contributions and Botswana for hosting 
the meeting, and declared the meeting closed. 
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ANNEX A LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 NAME FIRST NAME COUNTRY POSITION AUTHORITY ADDRESS TEL FAX  E -MAIL 

Bhima Roy Malawi Deputy Director, 
Research 

DEPARTMENT OF 
NATIONAL PARKS & 
WILDLIFE (DNPW) 

BOX 30101 
LILONGWE 3 
MALAWI 

+265 757 584 
+265 921 474 

+265 757 584 
 

roybhima@eomw.net 
 

Brett Rob Zimbabwe Programme 
Coordinator 

SADC REGIONAL 
PROGRAMME FOR 
RHINO 
CONSERVATION 

6 LANARK ROAD, 
BELGRAVIA, 
HARARE.  
P O BOX 745, 
HARARE, ZIMBABWE

+263 4 728 266 
+263 4 91 291471 

+263 4 720 738 robb@iucnrosa.org.zw 
 
 
 

 

Brooks Martin South Africa Chairman IUCN/SSC AFRICAN 
RHINO SPECIALIST 
GROUP (AFRSG) 

BOX 13053, 
CASCADES, 
PIETERMARITZBURG 
3202, 
SOUTH AFRICA 

+27 33 845 1471 +27 33 845 1498 mbrooks@kznncs.org.za 
 

Chafota Jonas Zimbabwe Programme 
Officer 

WWF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA REGIONAL 
PROGRAMME 
OFFICE (SARPO) 

10 LANARK RD, 
HARARE. BOX CY 
1409, CAUSEWAY, 
HARARE, ZIMBABWE

+263 4 252 533/4 
+263 91 213 921 

+263 4 252 533/4 
 

jchafota@wwf.org.zw 
 
 

 

du Toit Raoul Zimbabwe Project executant WWF-SARPO BOX CY 1409, 
CAUSEWAY, 
HARARE 

263-4-252533/4 263-4-252533/4 rdutoit@wwf.org.zw 

 

Emslie Richard South Africa Afrsg scientific 
officer 

IUCN/SSC AFRICAN 
RHINO SPECIALIST 
GROUP (AFRSG) 

BOX 13053, 
CASCADES, 
PIETERMARITZBURG 
3203 

27-33-
8451472/3434065 

27-33-8451498 kerynric@absamail.co.za  
remslie@kznwildlife.com 

 

Enock Manuel Botswana Forestry and 
wildlife expert 

SADC 
SECRETARIAT 
FANR 
DIRECTORATE 

P. BAG 0095, 
GABORONE 

267-3951863              
267-71461213 

267-3972848 manuele@sadc.int 
 

Kampamba George Zambia Director: 
research, 
planning & 
information 

ZAMBIA WILDLIFE 
AUTHORITY 

KAFUE RD, PRIVATE 
BAG 1, CHILANGA 

260-1-278335             
260-97-889159 

260-1-278244/439 zawaorg@zamnet.zm 
gskampamba@yahoo.com 

 

Kingengo Nkosi Luta Angola Chief of wildlife 
department 

INSTITUTE OF 
FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMENT - 
IDF MINADER 

CP 527, RUA 
COMMANDATE, GIKA 
NO 62, LUANDA 

244-2-
323934/322729          
244-91-221626 

244-2-323934/322729 florestal@netangola.com 
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 NAME FIRST NAME COUNTRY POSITION AUTHORITY ADDRESS TEL FAX  E -MAIL 
Langa Felismina 

Longamane 
Mozambique Officer DNAC - MINISTRY 

OF TOURISM 
AV. 25 DE 
SETEMBRO NO 1018, 
C.P. 4101, MAPUTO 

258-1-303633            
258-82-315968         

258-1-303633 flanga@turismo.imoz.com 
 

Maige Mathew Tanzania Principle wildlife 
officer & nat. 
Rhino coordinator

TANZANIA 
WILDLIFE DIVISION

IVORY ROOM - 
NYERERE RD, P. O. 
BOX 1994, DAR-ES-
SALAAM 

255-22-2866408 255-
744-299814 

255-22-2123158 wildlife-division@twiga.com 
 
 

 
Masedi Mercy Botswana Assistant wildlife 

officer "rhino 
coordinator" 

DEPT. OF WILDLIFE 
AND NATIONAL 
PARKS 

P. O. BOX 131, 
GABORONE 

267-3906396 267-3912354 mercy_masedi@yahoo.com 
 

Mutikani Priscilla Zimbabwe Personal 
Assistant 

IUCN Regional Office 
for Southern Africa 
(ROSA) 

6 LANARK ROAD, 
BELGRAVIA, 
HARARE. 
P O BOX 745, 
HARARE, ZIMBABWE

+263 4 728 266 +263 4 720 738 priscillam@iucnrosa.org.zw 
 

 

Nzima Humphrey Malawi Deputy director DEPARTMENT OF 
NATIONAL PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE 

P. O. BOX 30131, 
LILONGWE 3 

265-1-775499          
265-852648 

265-1-774059 dnpw@malawi.net 
 
 

Theophilus Isaac k. Botswana Deputy director   DEPT. OF WILDLIFE 
AND NATIONAL 
PARKS 

BOX 131, 
GABORONE 

267-3971405              
267-71850674 

267-3912354 itheophilus@gov.bw 
 
 



DGCS/AID 5064 – SADC Rhino Range States and Consortium Meeting, 6-8 March 2001 

 34

ANNEX B AGENDA 
 
Session I Chair: Humphrey Nzima 
 
08:30 Welcome and Opening (Chair, Botswana) 
08:45 Self-introduction by participants (Chair) 
09:00 Objectives of RRG Meeting (Chair, Rob Brett) 
09:10 SADC RRG: overview of Terms of Reference (May 2002: Malawi) (Chair) 
09:30 RRG Workplan (2002-2003) and Progress with Activities (Chair, Plenary) 
 
10:00  Coffee/Tea Break 
 
 
Session II Chair: Roy Bhima 
 
Presentations from SADC Rhino Programme 
 
10:20 Rhino Reintroduction guidelines: Part II (Raoul du Toit) 
10:40 Coordination of rhino conservation in RRG countries (Rob Brett) 
10:50 Sources of funding for rhino conservation and role of AfRSG (Richard Emslie) 
 
Presentations by Rhino Focal Points of RRG Range States: 
(Status of country reintroduction/recovery programmes;  
Feedback on SADC Rhino Programme support) 
 
11:00 Angola  (Nkosi Luta Kingengo) 
11:20 Botswana  (Mercy Masedi) 
11:40 Malawi  (Roy Bhima) 
12:00 Mozambique  (Felismina Longamane Langa) 
12:20 Tanzania  (Mathew Maige)  
12:40 Zambia  (George Kampamba) 
 
13:00 Lunch 
 
 
Session III Chair: Humphrey Nzima 
 
Project Proposals (Plenary Discussion) 
 
14:00  Presentation and discussion of proposals 

(a) Projects for individual Range States 
(b) Regional projects 

 
15:30 Coffee/Tea break 
 
15:50 Action plan for 2003-2004 (Plenary Discussion) 
16:00 RRG Office Bearers (Chair) 
16:15 Any Other Business (Chair) 
 
16:30 Concluding Remarks and Closure of RRG Meeting (Chair) 


