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HE KHTNOCEROS is uonaccted with tire T clcphant by a number of i i i ~ l i .  su~:ir 1.; t+ 
'Tapir, in which a sntnll and iinl~erfcc-t probost,is 1s 

prcsmt, a n d  the various swine, in which tile pro- 
f~oscis is inc3difiecl into n very in~bilc,  l ~ l u n  t - t ip1.d  
snout, with t h ~ .  i10strils at the extrcn-lily. ( itology, 
too, has revcnled tr:~ccs of many anilnitls I\-llic:h arc 
now extinct upon the earth, and whicll rcntlcr the 
tmnsi tion bctwcen these aninlnls very inuch less ;il ~ r u l  rt, 
conclusi\-cly proving their al~prosimate p ~ ~ i t i u f i  i1.1 the 
i;cnle of creation. 

'l'hc rhil~occros, of which several sl~ecies arc known, 
is fountl in various 11art:i of thc ilfricnn ant1 Asintit: 
continents, preferring those neighbourhoods in 1~hic.11 
watcr is easily to be obtained. Althougl~ the various 
sljccics: differ-in several minor characteristics, they are 
sufficiently alike in their chief peculiarities of structure 
to nlluw of a single description sufficing f i x  tile 
whole. 

The so-called ' hurl1 ' is naturally the first point to nt- 
tract uur attention ; and  a vcry curious and wonderful 
objcct it is. 

Sotwitllstnncling the ~.~owcrful shocks it is c:~llcd 
ul.jcrn to bcnr, and i t s  uscs as n weapon of offeocct, it is 
n&t in any way connected with the skull, as is nln-lost 
univers;~lly inmginud to be the case. It is, in fact, 



nlerel\. a growth frunl tile skin, from 1~hic.h it may bc 
rciliovctii tjy a L\:* cuts aroiiild t t ~ c  i ~ n s c  fro121 :t kctn- 
hla<!ctf knifc. 2211 ordinnry penknife is qu i t e  sitfi:cicnt 
f o r  this yurpos~.  'l'hi.5 ilc.,rn in~lst Lie rnilkccl in  thc 
s,unc cnicgc~i-y with hair, sl j in~s,  2nd t.pills, tile s t ru~ lu rc :  
i i s i r  i l .  'I'llis may be n:  vnrc 
~mj\*wct tjy an Gx;\lnill. t tiw of thc  1110r11, d ; ich ,  a1 though 
moo:h nn J poiishtd :it the tip, is scparat~rl at thc 
hnsi: int*.~ a nuniber of f i l ~ t ~ - i ~ ~ ' u t s ,  the Ii:~ir-liki: furmation 
of' ~rllich majr L x  cLisily sec-n. 

I n  ur&r io nr*oicl ihc cfkct upon the t m i n  cjf t l i ~  

~io l e r~ t  c:oncuscion caused by  the hcatllong cliargcs of 
tllc ani111a1, the bones cjf the incc :Ire iuot l i i i~C in 2 
1-,ry rcl.ilarknljlr. inallncr, fornlint\. 3 kind of i.jrv*~c! and 
strong iini: end oi which is i d !  free a d  ~insu11- 
~:ortctl. At-~ct\-e this end the horn is situntcd, the elas- 
ticity of the bc.,ny arch crectu:diy b r a k i n g  t1.i~ forct: of 
+.he shocks. I he honl cloes not attain its full dinlen- 
;ions ior sc~*l-r;ll )*cars aftcr thc birth vf the animal. 

I n  c l ld~n tilncs, the horn of the rhinr~ceros was hclcl 
in great chtinlntio~~ on account of its supposed poiscjn- 
dctccting ptjwcrs, ailcl bore n fancy value in  cons^ - 
i ~ u e n  CL, f:astcrn m ~ . ~ l ~ ; l r ~ h  5, for ex2111 plc, N-LTL 

nc:c ustolllccl to have their drinking-cups formed from 
the horn, the s~perhtitit. ,n being that any poison intro- 
d u c d  into the vessel would cnusc the contents to 
bubl.,fe violently, and so bring nlmut n cliscovcry of the 
attempted assassination. 

;it the prcsint time the horn is >till  of' c~onsideral.)lc 
A 

3-nluc, i~cing largely enlptoyed in thc: manufacture of  
umt,rclln klalltlles and various other articles. 

'i'hc skin of th, rhincjceros is of great thic-lin~ss, and - 
uf so tough a nnturc tll:it it \\.ill risist any hut  a 
.;ljcc:inIly i i;~rc!cilcd l ~ u l l ~ i .  ' l ' h ~  I d  1.i nseJ in the chasc 
$-if the Alilnnl arc thcreh~re alloyed with sulcler or tin or 
iller-ury, in order to  sulq.~ly the recpisitc h:~rdncss. 



I-:). the natives uf both Africa and Asin thc skin oi 
the rhinoctros is greatly prized, being largciy utilised 
in the inanuincture of  shields, which iom~ n Erlost ef- 
fectual protection from spears, no rnattcr how keen 
their points or how jireat the forcc with which t h ~ y  are 
hurled. Even a rifle bullct, indeed, unless f i r~d  at 
close quarters, would probably be checked or t u r n ~ d  
aside in its flight. 

Yet, stout as is the skin in most parts of the body, 
there are rtlaccs where its character secrns to Ljc al- 
together changed. I n  the .L\sin~ic species of rhinc~r:croi, 
for instance, the skin falls in heavy folds uljctn the 
neck, shoulders, and flanks, forming Enps which i n q v  
Ilc liftrld up with the hand. Ilcneath ihesc folds the 
skin is of a much softer and more delicate: nztture, 
and may be ~titrced without any very great dificultv. 
This fact is taken ad\-nntage of by the 1-arious pa&- 
sites which infest the tropical forests, and which in- 
sinuate th~ l~~se lves  beneath these folds, directing 
their attacks upon the thinner skin lying 1.1eneattl them: 
and driving the animals almost mad by thcir inc:essant 
pcrwccutions. I:pon thc under side of thc body, also, 
the skin is coinparatively soft. 

IIcrc we find a rcnson for the fontlncs~ of thc rhi- 
noceros and its allies for wallowing in the mud, the  
thick tenacious substance rapidly llardening tcneath 
the rays of the sun, and nft'ordin~: G an imljcnutrabie 
barrier to the tiny ass:iilnnts. 

The eyes of the rhinoceros :ire by $10 mcans large, 
and arc placed rather deeply in the hcnd, the sight 
conscclui.ntly being of n mthcr inqi~rfec:t nature ; in 
fact, the xniinal is unable to scc an)- object directly in 
its front. 'i'he senses of scent and hearing ;\re, how- 
ever, dcvelopcd to a conaitlcmblir extent, and fully 
c:ompensatc the a~i lnn l  for its partial lack of visual 
power. 



( !lictI)~ rcn~nrknhlc for thc comparatively small size of 
t l~c  horn, the height of which 501-~lctirnes Little exceeds 
the dinmcter. It nevertheless forills n most effectual 
\rcapon, n ~vcll-known tml-cller stntiljg thzt this animal i s  
able to hold it.; own against an nduh inale elephant. 

i i .no th~r  o. the  A sintic: S;  ccies is the ~ u n ~ a t r a n  Khi- 
noccros, i~hich i, pro~*idcd with two horns upon ihc 
hencl instead of uilc.. It does not appear, h;.~wever, 
to 11l;lko usc of its ft)n~lidabk I I ~ C ~ I ) U I I S ,  for its dis- 
pohiticrn is very quiet and timid, &c a n i n ~ a l  flying 
fri.m the presence of danger, and seldoill facing tvcn a 

- * *  
single dog. 

I;'ov~ distinct species of rhinoceros are at present 
known to inhabit Xlric.2, and it is yet uncertain xlretkler 
still others do not esi3t. 

'I'hz b:st known of these is the Khinnster, Bor~le,  
ur I .ittle 1.ilacli Rhiroceros ol Southern Africa (K'hi- 
~z~jt . tvt js bit-urriis), which may be know\.n by the shape 
of the horns and the upper lip. 

'The nnterior horn is long, pointed, and curved 
back~i*ards towards the hend, ~'hllc the posterior one is 
s l l ~ ~ l l  and conical, clo.icly resclnbling tile wcnpon of the 
lntlinn rhinoccros. 'C~IC upper liij, which is sharply 
puinted, o v e r l ~ q ~ s  the  lower to a considerable extent. 

The Ihrclc is usually considered to bc by far the 
~nost sn.jVnge c:tf nll the  i l~ccics  of rhinoccros, and thc 
rlntives arc said to fear tl-ic animal far more than they 
do tht: n~os t  infuri,ited lion. lIvhen ~voundcd it IS & 
truly dnngtrous olq~onent,  2nd xi11 attack its foe \ritl~ 
a ferocity and tleterminntion which rentlcr escape a 
nlnttcr of consiticmblc: difiicul ty. 

Iluring thc day-time the akinul is seldom to be 
secn, selecting some secluded retreat in the thicktst 
{'art of the forest, and there 1)as"ing thc hours of day- 
light. When r.igl-1t sets in, ho~~evcr ,  he awakes, 2nd 



at once sets out for the ncai-est pool, in orcler to slnI;e 
his thirst before ~ I T O S C C U ~ ~ I I ~  his search for  food. 

'This he gcnrr,xlly finds in various roots, ~ ~ h i c t l  hc 
ploughs out uf the ground by rneans of the p o ~ ~ c r i u l  
horns, and alsc~ in the j-uung shoots of thc ' w;.ait-a-bit ' 
thorn. Clumsy as it is in ~ > ~ C X Y I I I C L ,  this rhinocc:roi 
is yet active and agile to a ~vonclerful dcgrcc, -poss~ss- 
ing considcratjle spcud, and soverrl y trying the IJOIYC;~ 

even of n good horse when attempting to escapi: from 
its furious onslaught. 

~'lnotller wcll-known Xfric:;~n sl.rccics is the Kcitlo-t 
or Slonn's Rhinoceros (Khillctr~t~z~s kt.if/ocr), which luav 
hc readily cli.;t inguis23ctl from the l ~ctrelc by its horns, 
which arc of considerable and nlillost eclual l e n ~ t h .  
I t  is nltogcther a iargcr animal than the l,reccthl~g, 
:~nd is, if anything, tvcn Ii20rt+ to be dreaded as n foe, 
owing tu its stlperior strtngth 2nd length of horn. 

I io t l~  the borclt ancl the keitlon are i.>lack ill 
c-c.~loilr ; thcrc are, ho\~cvcr, twt t  Africa11 species vf rhi- 
norercjs in which the colour of tl!e skin is ~1 greyish 
i~ hito. 

T b i  first nnd more ai,untlnnt of these is the r.omnlctn 
\lihitc Kklinucerus, or Muchuco, as i t  is tcrnlcil h y  thc: 
natives ( K / I ~ I I ~ ~ ; Y - o ~  s i ~ l l s ) ,  which differs con sidcrat~l y in 
appearancc froin thc two above-dcscril,ccl sl3cc:ies. 
Setting ult:,n one side the colour of the skin, the chief 
differtnr-~s l ~ t y  t ) ~  S U I I I I I ~ C ~  1111 ;1~ f u l l o ~ ~ .  'I'he LIIUZZIC 
is square instead of pointed, the hcnd is tlongated, 
and the anterim horn attains to co~~sidt)ral~lc dijucn- 
%ions, ihree f ~ c t  being by no means an :mcommon 
length. 'I'hc scc:onfl horn, howtvcr, is of far lesser 
sixc, nncl closely rcscn-tt,les that of the borele. 

In disllosition, :ilsc.,, thc aninlnl is \ycry diffci~cnt, 
ljcing as milt1 nr~d pcaccnblc a.i tllc i~orzlt: ;ultl rhc 
keitlon are ficrcc and s:ivnge. Even when .~ttnckcd it 
scldolll assulnrs  the offensive, but  generally seeks 



s ~ i c t y  in flight instcaci of endea~eouring to revcngc 
itsclf upon its l.)ursucr. Sl~ould its );o~:n:,r i ~ e  assailed, 
I l o~~- \ - t v~ r ,  it will fight with great tw, and is thcn t o  the 
full ,xs dnngcruus :in opponent ;IS cither of  its rclati~ts. 

r I I IIL. sccc~nil of the white S ~ C ~ ~ C S ,  viz., thc I<o~);~c)~)LI, 
or l .( ,:~g-horrlcd \\'llitc Khinoier S (' R ~ ~ ? ~ o L * ~ ~ I * ~ ~ , I . Y  Us:idl i i ) ,  
is n n.:rjT 11.111(..:1 r:1r~r anilna1, and' is f;~r less gcncrn!Iy 
dist ril~utccl 

l ' h c  antcrior horn of thc kobnobn is cf con.iidcr;~t,lc 
s ix ,  sornetimts cxccetling four feet in length. Owing to 
thc 1n:lnncr irl 1~hic.h thc hcnd i i  cnrricil, tl-tis i ~ o r n ,  
which is nll-nost straight, and is dirtvtcd f o r ~ ~ a r d  
i t ~ s t c ~ ~ d  of Ij:~cl;\\-arcl, is gcncrully found to 112 in( )re or 
Ies; worn wmy by thc friction ~ ~ i t l ~  thc ground. In - 
cor~.;ct jucnc-e o f  its 1~11gth :~nd straigl~ tncss t hc ilc is 
c;f great \-aluu in thc mnrkct. 

.l ~~nlking-s t ick n~;ltlc of a single picc:c: o f  this hcirll 

\\.ill ft  tcl-1 ,ilinost any price in  I,ontlo~l or i'aris. I n  
the old dnss of muz~le-Ioncling ritlc.;, a r;ullrotl nladt. 
of rhinoceros l lorn ~r.,ts invnlu;tl~le, ;is it ~ Y ; I S  alulost 
unl~rc.:ili:ll)le, and v t t  wds t o l c r a t - ~ l y  light t o  carry. A 

rl 
Inrgc ),no[, \~:.ns left :it onc rml, 2nd so it i)cc::lt11e riot 
1 a l , but a formitlnl-)lc \ \ .~~n: Ion. Shor t  
c-:lili)b uf s imi l ;~r  for111 are much used by thc Kafftr 
t r i l ~ s  in hunting, and arc called knob-kerrics. 

All thc iunn sl )ccics of rhinoc cros are occ;~sion- 
ally t c ~  bc w e n  in small hertfs of tight or ten S ]  i~c:imc~ls, 
but cnn yet 11e W : I ~ C C ~ ~  dcscrib-.d 3s gr~g;~r ious ,  C R C ~  

animal in t i~nc o f  dangcr separa t i~~g il-on] Ilis cum- 
l-)arlions ant1 s~lcc:ting his olrn path. '1'he)- arc not pro- 
lific :~nitl~als, a single young one only t~cing produczd 
at n birth. 

\Ve are told in civ. rt .  I 8, that ' thc rocks arc 
a refuge ff)r the corlics,' a id  in l'rov. XXX. ir. 26, 




