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levEe has a number of soldiers w i t h  clrann swords a11d 

lnuslrets urouuct his divan. Tho time wvhen Le is will- 

ing to  ,aim u hesriug to cornl~laints or to receive 

visitors is always signified by tho loud beat of h t t l e -  
drums, JiTThex.ever he goes out h<: aliv:ly s has a fore- 

rumer, called the sllbm's: mo~ltbpiecc, rvho bellows out 

iu tt nlost horricl yell his intimatiou. of the greut man's 

approach. 

BIata~utu& is all imlw~taut place, on account of its 

situatiou on the high-mad t o  Abyssinia and its beiog 

the last place on the frontier. It has a greut market 

for cottan, horses, tuuleu, srrd citttle. Cvttou is supplied 

to Abyssinis, beiug the growth of the district between 

Gedhrit? ltud Shti~tnrnah ; the live stock is brought down 

from the former c o u ~ l t r ~ .  A fern slaves are sold here, 

being kept in private l~ouscs, where the purchases are 

tnnsacted. 

Four miles from RIvlntammalj the banks of the ritG&ra 

are rewhed, which is here iz l~roacl rapid stream, passing 

t't~rougb u ool~utry rich in i t s  flul-11, possessing amongst 

other trees the baobnb, syculnore, and u kind of cedar. 

Its ht1>lis abouutl with cvcry variety of wild beast-the 

elephai~t, lion, rhinoceros, ancl hy eua. Gazelles, ante- 

lopes, and giraees are also found* The hyena is evcry- 



C.E AFTER IV. 

Abyssinja--l]]-defi& f~-ontier-1'11~ St~itxcrlarld of i l f l k ~ - -  
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of nxtives-3luscl1inr (.;liris tinai ty, 

IN the nftcrl~oo~l of Novem11c1- 2.1, 1.862, in company 

with 21. I,cjcnn, the French co~~sul,  I left Bltttarntnah 

in the couut2sy of the Tolrruris for ilbyssinia. The 

frontier is very indcti.uitely ~unabkcd ; but RF for f01tr 

{lays the country is almost u ~ i ~ d ~ a b i t e d ,  there is no @*eat 

necessity for $11 csnct line of rlivision. The lZiver Cot~ng? 

s i t~~a tcd  luidway be t~eeu  Ni~tammah ancl \Velrhni, the 

first village of hbyssir~ia, is t 1x6 most natural bouudary. 

The l30ssil:~ility is, that icing Thcoclore still lays claim 

Abyssinia, and nn 21 by si 11 i:in so~ercign has perhaps 





staream ; m~rl I~cre I saw for the first tirne the beautiful 

Euphorbia called the Rolqaol, whose dark cauclelabrai- 

shaped bmucbes, tipped with bright yellow flowers, 

stood out h cleep relicf from t4hc li~llter S& green around 

Bright iloi~~ers of every variety, most of which wcrc 

nnkno~vn to  me, but i~rnongst others the familiar sild- 

rose, the honeysuckle, aud jcssaminc, lent thcir beauty 

and frngmnco Do the scene. The whole w s  a pcrfect 

gem of Nut4nre. 

Ou one occusion we hacl a small ud~cuture. 7&$3 

were resting oue night ncnr the slllnnlit of a mountain, 

vhen about two hours before daybreali we were awaked 

by ;a lottd hubbub &ad the di~cl-iarge of  il guu. Start 

iug to uur feetl, we i~~c~uircd 1~iltt.t was up, and our 

anxiety was increased by BI. Lcjuun's Amb seizing t l ~ e  

seconcl gun aud disrhiirgir~g it:. All 1 saw, for it was 

pitch dark, wrrs one of t . 1 ~  mules kicking about amongst 

tllc ashes of n h1 f- estiuguislrcrl fire, nud eudetwouring 

to cxtricutc himself f .om tbe lcatllrrr thong which bound 

11i.u lleatl to n tree. Tllis he saoll succeedcc1 in doing, 

and wcnt off at s furious rthtc towards the woods which 

clothe the sides of tlic mouutnin. I thought ile had 

burnt himself at  the fire, ulld that  this w~ the cause 

of his brenkiug loose, but the rest rnai~rtaincd that he 



had h e n  bitten by the hycnm: m d  they wcrc right, for 

at daybreak we saw and gave chase to one of  these 

bnlhs, who vas still prowliug about, He was o ~ l y  a 

short distance off, but not beiilg certain of my skill m 
a, markswan, I tried t o  get nearer. bcfore I shot at him. 

The animal ww too wary, and, though iiulis fliglit he 

freqyently turucd round to have a look at W, he wns 

careful to keep at u safe distance. These creatures 

were much bolder here thau near the villages, and 

woufd son~etimcs, as h the present iustu~loe, come 

across our patll, eveu h l i t  I ibund in tqbjs 

spot traces of the rhiuoceros. As we were sleeping in 
the open air, with our faces exposed, it was fortunate 

for us that the hyenas preierred trying ~eole's flesh to 

mmk. We heard afterwards that the mule had re- 

turned to 3Iatczmmal1, a distance of forty miles, but ~ s a s  

so severely bitten in the flank that he was perfectly 

useless. 

The River Coang was swollen with the rains, and my 

do11l;ey required much manual persuasion to be induced 

to cross, and then he rehseil t o  take mo over, bat 

obliged me to made. During the who10 o f  the j~urllcy 

he was a mortification to rue ; for having been born and 

bred on the flats of IZhartoum, he could uot or would 
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consists in rnshing pell-me11 upon the foe, I~urling the 

spew, xhich is their principal arm, and picking up and 

re_-hurling the spent darts of the enemy. Thc musket, 

whiell is mostly iu  tllc 11aucis of thc Tigresn soldiers, is 

oven less effective thml the spew, and the a ~ ~ u u n t  of 

powder and shot* wn.stcd ~nusf lbc enonnoas. The sworct 

is seldom brought into recpiiuitiou (unless i t  be in eating 

brbru&o or raw flesll), as arm t o  a ~ m  coml~nt is unf r s  

quent ; and I nctuallv v ,  sailr onc individnal, thong11 cer- 

tainlp this svns not in the cnlup, vho had allowed the 

blade so to rwt ia the scal~ljard thiit it \,.as quite impos- 

sible to draw it. T hcsc srt*ords are in the sllape of sci- 

mita~s, curled up into n semicircle, resembling rt dogye 

ail, and are nlivnys gettillg cntnngled with the dress or 

the trapping3 of the horses. The shent1-1~ are not ~t~rong, 

and one frequently sees the point of the wespoll peeping 

out at the end, tl~ough in some cases this i 6  p~eveuted 

by a large brass knob, or even a lady's thi~nble, stuck 

on the end. The best llilts are made of tllo llorns of 

tlic, rhinoceros, a>11d ornan~eated with sil~er.  The spears 
are about six feet long, the length of the bead being 

one foot', and the brerzdtli two inches in the broadest 

part* The butt has n piece of iron twisted round it to 

prc~rc~t  Tacilltttion in the aim. The shields, made of 




