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V3!AZT PO3 RIKYhBO-BXV~ZL ~ C E K E B X - A Z ~ Z A ' ~  ADVEFTTfBE WIZX AS 

ALLIQATO&-X~*G J~XOQTAEQO-UE&~NS~ ~Sfie asuamEs curEF- 
OFP AQAm-A XIOllT ATTACZ. 

Wg mere roused from our cou~fortoblrt beds at four o'clock by 
Sacki bringing n lamp into our bedrooms, and the fragrant smell 
of coifee induced us to spring out a t  once md prepare to do 
justice t o  the early breakfast which bad been set out for us by 
Mrs. Williams. 
Of course it was still d ~ s k  as pitch, and the land breeze b d  

just commenced. to blow. Early as it was two immense c;lnMs 
hsd already started for Kir~jabo, a large town some t b i r b  miles 
up thelagoon, where our journey sas to commence in reality. 

After a substnntial meal Fartesc\le and I went dawn to the 
lagoon side, whero a busy scene met our eyes. Qroups o f  women 
and children were gath cred round our calxX33, j a bbering, cr~*in,n, 
singing, and ewcaring, helping, or rather hindering, thc loading of 
the boats. Here a aturdy hunter m 9  seen bidding fnre~voll to  his 
last married wife, a girl uot more t h n  firteofi years of age, tllc 

adieux being by no means of a deruoustrative charqcter, Tbersc 
creditor had seized upon s debtor, and was endeavouring to extort 
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" Meli~lda fins told them of the cln~.iscrs ntld difiiculties o f  the 
ayay. I f  the white men go witll i ~ i m  they must not be afraid, llor 
wheu palavers arise say, ' 3feliuda, why did you uot tell US of this 
before ? ' The white tnen may go t o  Coomausic ~ ~ i t l l  Mclirlda if 
they insist, but tbcy i:sd bet'tcr shy at tho factories.'? 

White Inon do not turn baclc r rhct~ they nttempt anything, 
Melilindn. Ifre :we det~nnincd i o  go to  Coomn.ssie and t o  the 
rnouiltaius beyond. Sily, \\-ill you ~ccompany us, or must wc seek 
furttler, or go without a guide? Go we will ia syitc of cliEculty. 
or danger.'' 

" Meli~ldn will  go mit-11 nhitc friends ; but; for tircir sakes 
be wishes they rvolild stay. He sl:rrls tu -u~o~~~*oa i *  u- l~ea the birds 
awake. TIrill tllc ~shitc? men bo rcndp to go by hi t  t.inle ?" 

"IVe are rcntlg to start as so011 au j o u  arc nblc t o  set out. We 
llnve plenty of carricm, and dzis:& the great irunler nccompa,~~ica 
US*" 

Aziza is n great hunter. hlclitlcla has llead of his deeds 
before ttl is. BIany eleylla.~lts have fallen before h i s  gun, imd the 
hippopotantus lind rhiuocel~u trcuhle at the sauud of his foot- 
step, Thc v-hitc 3uen arc lucky t o  lrave Aeizn ~ v i t ~ l l  tbcln." 

After ~ettliag prelill,i~~a~*y mnttera \ye left the lring, nlld were 
conducted to a hilt close bp, wficrc ac prcparcd to  snnbcl~ n 
fern hours' slutubcr ere f~cing Qlc nrtluous trnvclling of the 
mor l*ow. 

Long ere the f rst streak of dnwu l ~ n d  chequered tlhe dark sky 
Azixa hiid roused the cnrricrs, who 11*\.crc, b ~ s y  ntqranging their Ion& 

ou curious basltet-work f m u ~ c s  w\.llicli they bore on their Ileads. 
By d~vlight 311 1s7ei1a rcndp, and illelindn llnvillg arrived nccoln- 
p~nicd by Itis bnurl, jro stul*tcd. Our coujpnuy formcd il long 
string, estendiog nr:~rly hnlf :L llljlo aiollg the road. Hammocks 
hsd been prosidecl for Eortescue alrd I, ~ i t h  au eficiollt staff of 
hn~i~mocltwen. The hnu~movks \\*ere of nntivo clotl~, striped blue 
;old white, and slung fl-otn pegs sO11cIc through the ends of a loug 
barn boo stalk, wl~ile an i\wn i 11:: of similar inatcrial shielded us 
froru the rays of thc sun. Thc bninmocltmen, lvitll pads of gm39 
on their beds ,  carried nu iliung in u very joi killg manner tv l l  jc]) 



yalvds, ahilc the doe, liillrd by li.zizn, fell dead ; tile one I ,2illlcd 
at O I ~ J ~  ran n J ~ o r t  distn+uce, 119llejl it also stumMcd to the eartll, 

" Hurrab ! " said I ,  " veuisou for dimer to-day." 
G W h ~ t  n benutift~l crcaturc it is!  " said Portesctlc, gdzing a t  

the djing nililnnl ; " ojtc cnt~uot ~ o n d e r  at t he  Eustcrn poets 
dcdicpting so~luet~s to  the eye of t11c gazelle, it almost lnalics nle 
sorry fbr whnt I llave done when I look nt its reproacIlful 
telldc~uvss.'' 

Meanwl~ile i lzian inc l  l~arl~iud tip three of our luen, to whoso 
shoi~ltlcrs the fin tclopes a e ~ ~ e  y uickly tm~sfcrred, rind 
trudgccl otl. 33y iilikl-r!ny w e  arrived a t  thc \tillage of Bcvageh, 
whcrc we pi*el~:~rect t o  l~alt for the night. Our follo\ricrs had 
already h i l t  a 11ugc. fire ill the square, while our luggage was 
piled up ncnr tllc~n ; 3lcliuda had ma.uagcd to obtain the use of 
a hut for us, while hc  arltl liiv IIIC~I  \rere c:iulped close by. 

While sittirig over our  pipes after eujoyirlg n delicious ~erlisoti 
supper, 3Icfiadn nl~proncheil nnd, a t  our rcrlucst, sat down by us. 

uThc white ulc~r arc goid hufiier.s," said he. "11 do i ~ o t  fear 
for them now, since they left tbcir hamulockv at early   no ruing 
and IIRYB ~~.aIl<cd all d:y" 

TJTe sl~ould be very poor llunters if we colrld i lo t  do onr 
&arc of walking," eaitl I ;  " whcu people come out to t h i s  
country tllcy r!~ust bt prcpnrcd t o  rough it." 

To-morrow rye s l ~ n l l  co:w t o  tlra big river, where you will sec 
Illel~ltS of animals. Poll must have your big gulls rend?, for we 
may see eleplauts, r l l i t l ~ c ~ r ~ s ,  or buffalo, and your shot i s  ouly 
fit io kill birds, no 11 unter will shoot them when he can get 
i~ory." 

We shall bo prepared for mllntever comcs in our w y ,  
3Eeliuda," said I ; '' 1 ouly hope there will be goad sport." 

c c  \\*c sllnll sce s p o ~ t ,  for tnlc, before BC vencll Coomnssic," 
said &lclindit   sit.!^ :I s t ~ i  l c.  

'l'hc more sport the better n.0 &all be pleased," said Fortes- 
cue; "bu t  ~-\-hy do gall keep nn8ng from us on the march? KO 

sljould be glad of your help in .-ecul*irj,n our game." 
Melintla feels pleased at what his white f~iends have spokca ; 



O R A S D  MUST OF THE YAUR.4I;HI - I~AJPAICA'S FETTCIIISSI - EtElPl1AST5 - 
3XELISnA S1100TS A ZSPQX - FI1ECAftATIOSS FOlL 7111: WEDUIXQ - TOILET 
OF THE BRIDE-TILE CERE3fOSYB 

T I ~ E  next day was occupied in making preparations for a grand 
hunt in  the forest t o  t he  east of Yaurnuri. This mnu s wild, 

pl~nlits abounded, and it was with the ezpresv purpose of killing 
tbcso gialitv that the present expedition hail been orgtiuised. 
Tbe ivory would not only recoup them for all expense3 incurred, 
but n-ould yield s handsome profit when bartered to the trndcrs 
down the Niger. 

Melinda was iu high spiritu. His fetl~er had ncquaiutcd him 
with the favourablu reply of Mpeugala to  his proposal for his 
daughter2 and he hopcd to  obtain a further supply of ivory from 
the hunt. 

All waa bustla throughout tho town. Bows mcro being 
greased to rcnder them more plihut, or being rc-strung, arrows 
were re-feathered, or dipy ed ia the juice of the deadly lamba- 
tree; spears mere sharpened, knives and dnggors Peen to, while 
tko favoured few n l lo  possessed tllo fircl-gurp of the whito people 
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About noon they reacllcd the banks of n small stream,  here 
they hsltcd a short timc to partake of breakfaat and to escape 
the heat of tLe mid-day sun. The lluuters gathered together in 
picturesque gmups, threw themselves upon tl~c soft grassy 
phin, while a dozen firee soon blazed around; tender steaks 
of antelope, eland, or  othcr animal were quickly ~putteriug over 
tbe embers, oud soon after wikh the keen appetite8 of true 
woodsmen thcp fell t o  upon the savoury viands. 
As the sulk began to decline towards thc western horizon they 

again started, and crc nightfall had arrived upon the outskirts of 
the forest, within whoso depths ionurnerable herds of eland, 
kodoo, elephant, and otllcr beasts revelled uumolested, sare f rom 
the periodical bunts o f  the neighbouring pcople. 

Huts wero quickly constructed by cutting down young trees 
and tl~erewith erecting a square frame ; a tlrntch of palm-lenvcs 
wus soon thrown orer this rude structure, n.hile the ~rua1lt.r 
branches mere wattled in and out t o  for131 the sides. 

Ttie evening meal was discussed, by the flickcriog light of tbc 
fires, and shortly after the hunters, wearied by their long walk, 
were deep in the sound elumbcr of the tired. Occnsionally some 
hunter would raiso his ilmd and take a look round, or throw 
another stick on the smouldering fircs, or, as the howl of some 
prowli~~g beast caught his ear, would clutch hia guu oud s i t  up 
with listening ear, ready t o  do battle with the nniu~al if ha 
should dare to intrude within El~c privacy of the camp, 
In the morning all were astir by the earliest dawn, and the 

vrrrious plans of action discussed. Some acre directed to  penc- 
trato the foreat to tbo eastward, while tbo utl--fiers nero t o  go 
north-east and south-east resl)ectively. Rfpengala, accompauicd 
by Bielinda, chose the nortia-eastern route, while Salarnal~, with 
young Quabina, $tur.ere in cllargu of the l~ul~ters who went soutll- 
east; the eeutral body consisted of several veteran hutlters, 
under the con~mrtod of an aged chief who rejoiced in the goubri- 
guat of the "Eihioaceros Horn." As our tale chicfly relates to 
Melinda, we will accompany him t o  tlre fray. 

After n march of three hours through n denss forest, they cane 



CHAPTER V'II. 

rrsnxrnrx ::Ewg-wvAsros ap Tira EABBARORI-RAXAZA'B EXO~CZBM- 

THE A'ITAcX-DjCAT3l OF ?!~PEXOALA--C~FTC~~Y, OF MEIJNDA-BZPVId58 

OF TllE tCARBA'IIOR1-AWtOOSA ALSO PfCISQSGR+3fE7iT ARE SOLD IXTO 

8l, hJvERT-XFL! XD& IS CBZATED A CA BOCEBB IN ASZAYTI-EZ H E A M  

NEWS 02 AWOONA, 

B ~ r a l r ~ ~ r  I Y ) ~ B  the sun on the morning after events we have 
detailed in tho preceding chapter, and already hnd asve-er~l 
friends cnllcd to co ngmtulntc tho youthful bridegmom, mhcn s 
inan was obscrvcd emerging from the fore& on the far &do of the 
plantntiorla R-hich enviroued the town. 

X i s  appearance even at that distance cxcited surprise. His 
gait was unsteady as if he were suffering from Eome injury, 
while his tattcred dress seerncd t o  hare received rough usage 
from the hand of sonlo person in a fearful struggle. Aa he 
glowly neared the town he raised his Band, and a feeble cry was 
heard borne on the morning breeze* As yet he wad too distant 
for his words t o  be distinguished, but severa't persons ruslled 
out to l a m  the  ne~vs, while the otllers stood awaiting the 
n nnouncament of  something which, f rom some unaccountable 
presentilllent or other, they fclt wm of ill portent. 

Wher~ the people who had gone t o  meet the stranger had 
anpso;lt-hcd him, they sat up a fearful cry, and some hastening to 
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tllo people, and endcavoureil to inspire theru ~yith suflicialt 
courage to lnalte a blow in dcfc~lcc of their Leat.ths and llomes, 

" l'be Rabbarori," said he, " cannot be many ; otherwise, tiley 
could not m o w  from place t-o placc so rapidly. Wa will boldly 
l i ~ c  them, and SI~O\V tIkc~l that  tImt..igh they ulay have succeeded 
ilk sl:~ying many- o f  our peoj~le, wheu they hare fnllcn upon thetn 
i n  the night, yet when WC hnvc an oppori:unity of malting 
suficieut preparations we can strike as sure and as deep as t t o  
bm~ee t  warricr ;uno~l,a them. Shall we, the Yaurnuri, rvho llrvo 
lived in peace and plenty for so long, bc driven from our  homes 
like the bcmts of thc forest ? No, we will fight iu defcucc of ollr 
~ i v c s  and cllildibcu, m ~ d  avenge bile deaths of our coxin tryme11 
~ h o  have fallen bcucath the trencheroug onsluught of the 
Rsbbarori. 

Sufaxnah, with but few mcn, advnuced into their country to 
wenge an i ~ ~ a u l t ,  nud s ld l  wo be behind tho Zogiogboinis in 
coultngc ? 

"The Rabbarori have como to us, let us give them such a 
lessall as they may remember as long ns they nre a nation. Let 
u s  s h o ~ ~ f  tbclu that we call figlit, :,~*vllen called uyou to do so for 
our defe~~ce." 

TL~csc stirring ~ o r d s  of the kirlg sccnlcd to  infuse courage into 
the hearts of tlic Tau rauri, wbicll bcfoi-e seenled to be utterly 
terror st.ricken at the approach of the terrible Rabltarori 
Mbogcla, one of the chiefs, brandishing n higIlly-l>olished gun 
round lriv liead, declared that he for olle ~ ~ ~ o u l c l  never iiy before 

enemy. " IVhy sk~ould the yn\~rur i ,  who rverc the bL.avest 
\iunters ou the Nigc~~, quail before tllc appronch of any ? 
uave the Enbbrcrori g r a t e r  courage thau the lion? Ha~rc they 
grcntcc cunning than t i le elephnnt, or inore strength tllnn tie 
~*]~inoceros ? Why then 8110 uld tllc YII urauri fear them ? H 

A loud &er of applnusc succeeded 3Ibogela's speech; and 
&fpengnla at once set about putting the tokn in  a state of 
rlcfeucc. Like m3.11~ other t o ~ l s  auloug the Howsa tribes, i t  
was surrounded by a high mud wdl  ;tud a dry ditch. '11~; 
wdl had been allowed to fall into dewy in s c v e ~ l  places during 



CHAPTER XV. 

WE marched steadily northwad for three days, after my adven- 
tures in the aye,  until we came within the territory of King 
A k o o n ~ ,  !Phis monarch enjoycd the rather a~nbiguousnotoriety 
of possessing eighty-three wives aud a hundred and fortpsix 
children. 

We crossed thc river separating Akoonna's 3 country from that 
of his more southern neighbour early onc morni~~g,  Ilavirrg en- 
camped on thc banks orernight. Wl~ i l e  waiting for the baggage 
to  be transported, X took my gun, ai~d, nccampnnicd by Fortescue, 
etrolled along the river's bank, which was unusually clear of 
trees. After walking for a fern hundred yards WO hcard a great 
bellowing, and upon coming to  n bend, llad tile good fortune 
to witness a fi@t betveen two hippopotami. T ~ r o  huge beasts, 
who appeared t o  have nn inveterate hostility to cach othcr, sud- 
denly rose t o  the surfilce of the river and rushcd tomarda each 
other. Their bugc and hideous m o ~ ~ t h s  were open t o  their r ides t  
possible oxtcnt, revcnling their terrible array of bet21 in nll their 
cruel sharpness. Their eyes flamed with rage, and they exerted 
every atom of their Herculean strcagtb to anuihiltcte each other. 
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going to toe rlgllt aud the other t o  the left, appoiuting readez. 
vous where WO figreed to meet on our may home. 

Several il~ltelopes of various species appeared bounding through 
the tall glrss, but we were ou the look out for other gsm, and 
consequently ody  shot one for the sake of its flesh, 

While. wlking about 1 sudde~lly stumbled across s large 
turtoisc, which was cutting alollg at what must been race- 
horse s l ~ c d  to it. As it was a very fine specimen, I took & 
home, and its shell is now mounted as a flower rase in my house 
in England. 

All a t  once, witl~out n sound of warning we heard a fearful 
uproar to our left; and on turning bchcld the rhinoceros rushing 
furiously at us at tho top of its speed, crrrshiug through the 
thick reeds as if they xerc mere spectres and ploughing up the 
pouud for several yards with i t 8  horn, It9 fury sccrllcd nwfd 
in its intensity as it charged a t  everythiug that came iu its way, 
W hether stones, trees, OP bushes. 

Fro had not a chanco to put i n  a BIIO~, so took to our llcels and 
ran for very life. Luckily the rhinoceros charges io a direct 
line, never sr~erving t o  tho right or left, and when we had put 
ourselves a fciv yards out of its course, we turued aud watched 
au opportunity to lnud our bullets. 

Tire rhinoceros all at ouce stopped short in his impetuous 
career and gruntedly loudly, as if he sccated dnuger. Nor was 
he very far lsroug, for he gnvc us tile cl~auce we had waited 
for, and, taliiug aim aG the most vulllcrable parts, nre all threo 
fired. 

The h~lge beast Kas evidently bady hit, for be fell on his knees, 
uttering n hiilcous suurt. Then rising again, Ire rushed madly 
tosvar& us, ~ ~ r l i i l ~  wc: scampered ou oue side nud allowed him to 
r en t  hi3 rrrgc 011 the bushes near which 1r.e had becu standing. 
IIc tore up t!~c grn.ss by thc root3 and suorted with fury, chnrging 
reck]dw]sly llerc and there as he fancied he descried all enemy. 
At last I got a chance to dram a bcnd upon him, aod as the srnolie 
cLemed off I saw the gigantic pmhy derm lopplc over with a crash 
that fairly made tha earth ~~amblaa 



Our shots had reached the ears of Portescue and his party, 
who made their appearance just in %im to be in at the 
dath.  

" Well, old fellow," said he, " you're in luck to-day ; for we've 
potted nothing except s. miserable eland." 

Your t u r n  to-morrow, mine to-day. It's only the fortune of 
hunting. Who knows t h t  you may not shoot an unknown 
animal to-morrow 1 " 

No such luck, I'm afraid+ Bay tho bye it is  lucky for hlolinds 
that he didn't shoot the rkirlocerus, m he would have a tough job 
to  skin it." 
h the hide of the rhiuoceros is invaIu~ble for mauy purposes, 

being almost bullet proof, and is so hard that it can only be cub 
by the vcsy bost steel, wo remaincd by the carcass until it  was 
skinned,a job which took up nearly four h9urs, although ss many 
were employed at it as could get at the body. 

So mssivu was the epidermis that it formed a load for six stout 
fellows, tmd evtlu tbcy could not h3v0 mrriod it for any great 
distance. 
The next day, while on tho look-out for elephants, I cnmo 

across a peculiar sight. A very large tree, growing on a small 
ait in a strearn which flowed through the valley where we had 
shot the ihil~oceros, was swarming with baboons. 

At a distance it soruawhab .tominded me of the appearance of R 
man-of-war with her yards manned. It was ludicrous in t he  ex- 
treme to see them hurrying down to get out of the way, big and 
littlo, old and young, somo thrao or four hundred in number. 
There was no fwit 011 the tree for them to eat, but tho natives 
rjay tbnt it is their home and their watch-tower, and that they 
have lived in tho same kind of trees for years. Such instiulces 
of the proclivity of a company of baboons for one particular 
treo are by no means rare. 

Notwithstanding I tramped over twenty miles, not a sign of 
elephant could I see ; and I was wearily trudging my way home 
when, on looking back, I saw a troop of nearly a llundred LufIi~Io 
quietly grazing towards me. They had e v i d ~ t l y  no suspicion of  



SPORT 1N ASfiANTL 

my presence, m thay wore t o  the wind ward of me ; so sitting 
down on the grass, I pa6iently waited their approach. 

At last, when about sixty yards 0% I selected a splendid bull 
and dropped him at a shob Tl~e otllers fled over the bills to the 
right, whither I: follo~ved them, more with tho idea of exploring 
tiro country nijd looking out for clepllnnt tracks thnn with the 
idea of shooting nlorc, for* we were Gfteerl miles at least from 
cmmy and ~ v o  could not carry any great load with us. 

I. %here fell in with the spoor of elephants, n ~ l d  after thoroughly 
x*e:ec~nuoit~*.ing the l o d i t y  so as to find it in the morning, returmd 
to camp pretty well kuocked up. E'ortescue had succeeded in 
bagging rt. young bull elephant, and obtlained a 611e pair of 
serirellos * from it. 

The next day we sallied out on the spoor of the elephants I had 
discovered tho day before, accompanied by all our people and 
several of the villagers, who could not resist so good a chanco of 
a glol+ious feed. 

W had agreed to pursuo this herd and, if possible, to drivo 
them about accordiug to IL plan rw had learncd from tho natives, 
that when winded and knocked up we might easily pock& the 
whole lot* 

It may seem rather an exaggemtcd s to ry  for us t o  try to tire 
out. elephants, but , a1 thoilgh possessed of stich enormous st~..eugth, 

About ten o'clock wc came up with the troop, which moved off 
on our appivrrch, w l ~  ile the llativcs came ou shouting and yelling 
like so many Bcdlamitcs out for n holiday. The elephants made 
for s s m d l  ercck, and when tltoy arxived at it comlnenced cooling 

bodies, by filling their trunks with tlle water and squirting 
it over their hxckv, As g~inetl upon thcm they again stnl-ted 
off3 but finally came t o  a stand h u t  a, mile furthw on. 

There they began throwing dirt fill aver thamselvw, there being 
no nt8ttfr in the place ; rrud, while so engaged, Fo~.tescue oponed 

Q The smell luakg of you~g eelephante aro called scrivalIoa, aud ara much 
seugbt for by ivory-turnere, as &hay rrro vet? iurd aud Wra o high polish. 




