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LEFT: Barasinghas hide in the 
grasslands of Kaziranga National 
Park 
BELOW: A safari elephant strolls 
across the forest trail with its calf 





the rhino in its natural habitat but only 
got to see ~ t s  pu-marks and little else: 
poachers had s\~stematically killed the 
great beasts fbr their horns. At the time 
~t was belle\:ed that only 12 rhinos 
remained m the forest. Saddened by 
the plight of the magnificent beast, she 
prevailed upon her husband to declare 
Kaziranga as a protected area. 

In 1926, Kaziranga was declared a 
Reserve Forest, in 1940 a Wildlife 

Sanctuary and soon after a Nat~onal 
Park Acco~dmg to Foresc Department 
statistics, the rhino populat~on touched 
366 ~n 1966,1,164 1n 1993 and 
currentl\~ stands at ocer 1,700. In 1985, 
Kaz~rangn National Park was declared 
a United Nations World Heritage Site. 

Though Kaziranga is technically 
not included in Project Tiger, the big 
cat has benefited by the protection it 
offers the rhino and currently the park 

LEFT: Out on an elephant safari with 
calves in tow 
BELOW: A wild elephant feeds on 
vegetation along the river bank 

is believed to have the highest density 
of tigers in the world. Though we did 
not encounter a tiger during our safari. 
we did get to see its gruesome 
handiwork. The brown stump-like 
remains by the side of the road was a 
grin1 reminder that there was a dark 
side to this seemingly idyllic Garden of 
Eden, that the brutal laws of nature- 
the survival of the fittest- still 
prevailed. 

By now the terrain had changed 
dramatically and the grasslands gave 
way to dense forests. We drove through 
deep silent forests chat cast forbidding 
shadows across the thick undergrowth. 
For 3 while we drove parallel to the 
banks of the Brahmaputra river and 
admired the plunlage of wild ducks 
that paddled past tortoises sunning on 
stumps protruding from the water. 

Once the monsoons set in around 
the end of May, however, the placid 



waters are transformed into torrential 
floods as the Brahmaputra swells and 
spreads itselflike a giant all-consuming 
slug across the park. When this 
happens Kaziranga is closed to tourists 
for these are trying times for the rhinos 
and other residents of the park wl~o 
n~ust  retreat to the surrounding 
highlands or risk being stranded o ~ r  
many temporary islands that emerge 
across the floodplains or, worse, 
drowning in the rising waters. Cornc 
October, when the monsoons and the 
floodwaters aba re, the animals retI.lrl1 cc) 
Inore hospitable habitat. It is also the 
time when the park reopens and 
tourists are \velcome into animal 
paradise once again. 

We emerged iron1 the thick forest 
upon the grasslands once more and 
pulled up at an observation platform on 
which the flood levels over the years 
had been recorded in bright red strips. 
From here we gazed across the 
landscape: a rhino grazing on a sliver of 
land that projected into a shimmering 
lake; wild ducks paddling across the 
water in formations; egrets and storks 
frozen like statues in the water as they 
waited patiently to snap up fish from its 
surface; pelicans and other birds 
soaring across the sky overhead. 

Kaziranga seemed to have draped 
herself in her finest gown to bid us 
farewell as we approached the end of 
our safari circuit. And just as we started 
to relax and share the wows of our 
sightings, she sprang a final surprise 
upon us with a herd of elephants 
grazing on water hyacinths a few 
metres from the dirt track. Upon seeing 
us the matriarch started to orga~lise the 
retreat of her brood; the babies lined ~ l p  
in a single file, the youngest in the front 
and the older ones behind, as they 
tnarched off towards the thcket. 

One greedy youngster lingered on 
to feed on the succulent vegetation 
only to earn the displeasure of the 
matriarch who trumpeted her 
discontent, a chilling, thrilling blast that 
reverberated across the wildlife park. 
The young elephant immediately 
responded to the warning and hurried 

RIGHT: A pelican flies across a 
brilliant blue sky 

Jet Airways operates regular scheduled flights to Jorhat (96 km) 
and Guwahati (225 km). 

The roads from Guwahati and Jorhat to Bokakhat, the closest town 
to  Kaziranga National Park, are very well-maintained. 

Assam Tourism (Tel: 037765 2662423 and 29, Guwahati: 0361- 
2547102, 2544475, 2542748) runs a number of lodges, including 

Aranya Lodge. Of the many private lodges, hotels and resort, Wild 
Grass Resort (e-mail: wildgrass@sancharnet.in ) is the pick of the 
lot. All the lodges, hotels and resorts are located outside the park. 
Most wil l  help arrange jeep and elephant safaris for their guests 

Elephant safaris operate only during the early morning hours of the 

day. Reservations cannot be made in advance and may be made 

only in the evening prior to the day one plans to  go on the safari. 
The duration of the safari is around 45 min and it allows one to  get 

close to the rhino. 

Jeep safaris are conducted in open vehicles. Most lodges will assist 
guests book private jeeps. Forest department guides and guards 
must accompany and be paid for by every vehicle that enters the 

park. 

There are three safari trails within the park: Kohora or central range 
(the most popular one and the venue of the elephant safari) 

Agaratoli or eastern range (a bird paradise) and Bagori or western 

range. 

The park is closed during the monsoon months between May and 
October every vear. The best time to visit the park is between 
February and April when the elephant grass is burnt and game 
viewing is at its best. 

In February 2005 a special convention wil l  be held at Kaziranga to  
launch the cenienary celebrations of the National Park. 






