
There were 
Never so Few.. 

I11 the nest t~vo  01- thr-ee inonths, Emi is 
expected to produce hcr calf. an eLrcnt that 
will be the most significanl zoo birth in 1nor-e 
than a centurl- and the most outstanding by DR. THOMAS J.  FOOSE, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, 

consen~ation achievement in the history of' 
INTERNATIONAL RHINO FOUNDATION 

the Cincinnati Zoo. T h r  only recol-cl of a 
Sumatr:ln rhino succcssI'~i1ly breeding and 
producing a calr in capti\rit\- dates back 11 2 
years to 1889 in the Calcutta Zoo. The 
potential significance or thc comiilg cI1ent for 
a species on the \.er)- brink of extinction is 

T 
he Sumatran rhinoceros is considered the most 

profound and could lead the 1i.a); ill rescui~~g endangered of all rhino species, arid one of the most 
the species from an otherwise al~nost certain endangered lnarnn~alia~l species on earth. In  the last 10 
fate of extinction. years, more than 60°h of the Sumatran rhino 

population has been lost. The prima?- cause of its demise is the 

dernand for its horn that is belie\.ed b!. Asian cultures to concain nledicinal properties. Toda): an 

estimated population or about 300 nnilllals are thought to exist in isolated pockets of hInlaysia 

and Indonesia. 

Spearheaded by the Asian Rhino Specialist Group ,.ARSG, and International Rhino 

Found;~tion I'IRF;, eaorts to protect this verlerable spccies in its home range ha1.e been unden\.a)- 

since the late 1970s. Howevel-, the cc~ntinued loss of animals in [he wild led to the decision in 

1 1984 to initiate a capti1-c breeding program. This progl-am \\.as established as a collaborati\.e 

effort among hhlalaysians, Indonesians and Americans \\.it11 four L.S. zoos t~ecoming invol\-ed 

iRronx Zoo. C;incinnari Zoo, Los :hgeles Zoo ancl the San Diego Zoo). U~lfi)rtunately. to-date, 

this program has Failecl LO produce any ofi'spring, ;uld the capti\.e population lias du-indlecl from 

40 to just l5  animals. \\:it11 50 feu anirnals left in the kvild- it is al)solutel>. essential to thiy species' 

I sun-ival that the caplivr l~reeding program achie\.c success. 

I . . The challenges filccd l , )  animal m;lnagers tl-l-ing 10 breed thr Sumatran rhino ill r.apti\-ity 

1lal.e been numerous. 111iti;il struggles included drtel-mining appropriate diets for maintainin? 

animal health. Furthermore, xt.hen ;uihnal pairs were introduced for breeding. aggressive 

I interactions often srsultrd. placing t~o ih  animal. at risk of sf-rious physical injury. E\.entually 

t l~ere was ~ L I S ~  one malc Sumatr-an rhinoceros remaining in tllc Cnitecl State.. This animal 

"lpuh" is on loan fi-on) the Indonesian Go\-ernment to the (:incinnat~ Zoo. Follo\\villc the 

recommendations of thc. ,American Zoo and .-2quar-ium -Association'> Sumakan Rhino Species 

Sunival Pl:un, the Los A~lgcles arid 131-onx Zoo.; moved their female rhillos to Cincinnati \l-here 

one final all-out effbrt to 111-ecd the spc-cies waq laullched. 
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\Ye 1-ealizc that this single birth \\-ill not s:n7e the species fi-0111 
extinction :uld that global conscn.ation cHbl-ts are n11solutcl~- 
essc~~tial  f o ~ .  pi-eset*\ing the Sum;ltl-aii rlliiioceros, 11ut if' 
successfi~l. this hinh \\.ill bc- thy spark of hope that \\,c all so 

D].. Tcrl-i Rotil, Dil-eciol of' the 

Clincinnati Zoo'. C:cnter- Toi- 1Ct'seal-cl1 or 

I<~lcl;l llgrred \,\'ilcllilk C:ICL\,\':l. usecl 

ulcrakoi~ncl ancl I~ormonc rnc~liitosing 

reclll~olog!. I learn a1)out thc 

~.ep]-ocl~lc.~i\.e c!-c.lc. or t11~. Iklnnle 

Suin;itl.all rl~ilio. rI'liis li~lo\\~l(~clq~c ancl 

techliolog\- \\.et-(- tht.11 ii~.-orpr ~~-:l t i .cl  into 

tilc 1)l.c.c.cling proq1-;in. This I)rozI-am 

has I.(.SI 1lrt:cl ill 211 111;itingx l )t'11.\-t~1'11 Il~uli 

ancl 1,:nli ~ \ . i t i l  I I ( I  i11.iuric1.s to i.ither 

a~iinliil. 1; ) ] I o u . I I ~ , ~  i l i t *  s(:coll~l S \ ~ ( ' ( . C ~ S < ~ L I I  
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iiclditional timcs \\-it11 all losses  occur^-ill; 

\\.ithin tlie lirst thl-ee m(-~nihs of' gestaiioil. 

..\fier 111~1(.11 C O ~ I S L I ~  t i l t  ion at I\\.o 

il~tc~-natiol~:tl \\-ol-ksl~opk at~ei~clecl 1 ) ) -  

5c.ic.llrists ; ~ i i t l  aniniiil mana,qtssi 

( . I  )~~c.~.l-lletl L I I  )oul I11-eecli11g ~ I l i s  specics, i (  

\\.;is clt.ciclc*cl 11i;~t tlie time. Ilacl c.onitp to 

ilitc.i~-ene. \\'llcan 1-mi l)c.cilrnt. ~)i-cgrl:il~t 

l;)!. 1 1 1 ~  sixt11 titl~c. Dr. I<otIl 111.rsc1-il ](,cl 21 
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Two Sumatran rhinos come nose to nose 
in the Sungai Dusun reserve in Malaysia. 
Normally solitary, Sumatran rhinos 
usually come together only to breed. 

gettins hopef~~l rllar. this time. shc \\-ill 

can-!-  he prepallcl-  to tel-m. If 
succcssti~l. the e\.etlt \\.ill becomc kilo\\-n 

aIiIong zous :IS tlie most sigilifical~t I~irth 

in morc ihan a ct.ntul-?- and. hopefull>: 

\\-ill 1 ) ~  the turn in^ point 1;)1- the 

Suillat~-an rlliilo capti\-e 1)l.ceding 

~11'C~g';"ll. 

I<lii~lo pi.es.;er\-ation has I)c.c.11 one  

ol' th(. (:incilinati Zoo and I:c~~:~~lic.al 

( I - I S  I coilkc-r\~n~ioi~ 

ccllicr~l.1l~ \\.id1 thih Suniati-a11 I-llinn 
. . 

rc(.c1\~111g [lie 11iost ;~tici~tic)ll. 301 o~il?- 

IIZ~. ( :  1-1~ilio~ h r ~ l - I  O I I Y  of t l~ t*  l) l- i~~~;ir>.  

lax;[ st~~tlic.cl i ) ! -  (:Kl*.\\' scientisr. ; I [  ihc 

Zoo. 111 1 1  1 1 1 ~  ZOO'S ( :oii~rr~::ltio~ I 13'1.11 I C ~  

Ilas I i ( ~ I l ) ( - r I  ilir I K I . '  si1l)port tli~. SI lng-ai 
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(;ei~tt:~. in  hlaI:i>.\ii~. .Acldi~ioi~:ill~~, thy 

( : i ~  1(.i111i:iii Zoo 1 i i 1 ~  ~ ~ ~ - o ~ ~ i c l ( - c l  l ; (~ . j )c~-  

: ~ s s i ~ i a ~ ~ ( x ~  to tl i i .  stw.s\,r 21-ICI I I : ~ : ,  sl~i~rccl 
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T h e r e  were never s o  few:.. 

ill1 its scientific kno~vlcclgc. reparcling 

; ~ l ~ i m a l  hralth and ~-eprocl~~c%~ion \\.it11 

; I \  I ilnal managers ill h l ,ila),sia ~11d 

Iiiclonesia. Koth. ''l\(. I calize that 

(1 11s cirlgle I~ir-th \\,ill riot sci\.c3 tlir specie< 

Iloni esrillction ruicl tllnr rrlohal 

or~sc-r\ L i t i ~ l ~  effort\ ,IIX ;111~olu~el~-  

c.sst'~iti,ll SOI- prewr-\.iilq tlic. Sumarran 

I l ~ i r i c ~ c  el-os, t)ut if .uccchsi111, ~ l l i s  11irth 

will be thy spark of 11opc. i h a ~  ~ v t .  'ill so 

cl(-sl~eratcly need." 

I'rotection of the SUIII;L~I '111 rllir10 in 

thc. \\ild is formidahlc chall~-11ge. S o t  

olil) i q  the animal .ecl-etr\,t. aild elu.ive, 

h u t  tllei~ tropical forest Ii : l l ) i~; i t  I-c-nders it 

riiorr tlifficuli to ~ s o t e c t  the-11 I .  'l'he rasli 

is I~ecoming e l m  m o r ~ .  cli~tllengirlg ns 

11~irll~l11 pop~dat io l l~  expCi~~cI 11 hile the 

~>olicical and economic corlditio~l 

dcterior-ates in the countries \\.here the 

L I rliir10 still silrvi\:t*s - 

Inclol~c.si;~ allcl 14alaysia. 

'I'h(~ goal of' cc)nsell-ilia syxc.ic.s i r  l lllc 

ivild is sorllc:limes so cliflicult or  

unccr-t:~ir~ tllar aclditi~:ir;al nic.tllc )cls :il-ta 

ric-edrtl. 'l'lic. c.onsen.ation su.:tlc.,q?. fill- 

rhe Suni;tt~.;~n rliirio is di\~ersifircl ; I I I C ~  i i  

comprisc.tl ol' rhl~ce main con~l,o~~c-nts: 

( 1  ,I pl.ot(:c:tioli 01' rhillos in th(. iviltl li-c~rn 

poachei-s ty : t n r i -po ;~ t c l i  Learns I;II(  Iu;n 

as Kllirlo I ' l . ~ [ ~ c t i ~ n  Units il<lJL:s;; (2; 

prop;ig;itiori of sllino. in cnpt i \ v i [ ) * :  arlcl 

:31 ;I cornl)illalio11 of the n\*o in tllc. f0rm 

of \.cry I ; ~ I - s c  m:inaged 11reedi11g cx:r I trr..;. 

1;1lo\vn as s;~llctuaries, ill 111c r.l~ilio's 

~lati\..e I~iil,il;~t~ wllere Inore spi~cc. iuicl 

n;itu~-al c~onclitiolls, especially clicl. ciul 

Ile plcl\,iclrcl. 'I'hr- C:incinnaci Zoo is 

i~~\.ol\.ecl ai~cl cor~tributi~lg to  ;l11 tllr-ee 

componenls. 

T h c  stal iclL~rcl r i~etl~ud for p o a c l l i r ~ ~  

Sumatrali I I r i l lo  is \\.it11 snare.. rraps. or 

sometimes pits t l l i ~ t  arc- placed along the 

trail4 that r l ic '  r l l i t i o c  use through tilt. 

fos~st .  Tile KIJL"s main job is to patrol 

the fc~rest~ ;incl clt.sr~.u\ 01. corlfiscate rhc 

snares and [I  'lps. hat 11 KI'U c onsists 01 

lour lcr fivc r,~rigc~rs \irlio h a e  rr~uch 

i sperie~icc 21 lcl t~'~iiilirlg ill lropical fol-c.;t 

work. 111 a r c a ~  \t'l~c-~-r RPU$ h'i1.e 1)ccrr 

operaiing sinc t. I 995. there ha\.e her11 

almo.;t no I h i n o \  losr to poachers. 

l\'hile tl~el-t. cu allout 4Cl Sumatr'in 

WLs operatirig ill soi~theast ,Asia. at 

A group of uniformed rangers make up 
a Rhino Patrol Unit (RPU) that patrols 
the tropical forests and destroys or 
confiscates the snares and traps set 
by poachers. 
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14Jhile there are about 40 Sumatran RPUs operating in 
southeast ;4sia? at least twice as many are needed. As the 
amount of encroachrnellt and exploitation of rhinos and their 
habitats intensifies, the job of the RPUs has become even 
more difficult. 

lcas~ nvice as many are needed. the 

amount of encroachment and 

esploitalion of rhinos and their habitats 

intensifies, the job of the RPLi has 

become cven more difficult. Recently 

fbr example, a rhino xvas lost to 

poachers in Bukit Rarisan Selatan 

National Park in Surnatra evcn thou~h 

the area was being intensely patrollecl by 

WUs.  .Just a \t.eek after the RPUs llad 

passed tllc area, poachers placed a snare 

along a rhino trail. A weel.: later. the 

KI'Cs discoi~ered a rhino, still a l i~e  and 

struggling, in a snare. There xvns ;I 

desperate and \.aliant effort to rescue the 

rhino which xjvas deep ivithin the forest. 

By the time field consen~ationist~ and 

~~eterinarians could get to the site to 

assist the RPUs, che young Inale rhino 

had diecl fro111 n combiilatioll of 

suffocation, dehydration and stress. 

There are currcntlj, RPUs operatirlg 

in all of LIIC rtlnil~ areas ivherc the 

Sumatran rhino still sur\'i\.es: four ~na-jor 

National f'arlts in Sumatra, lndoilesia: 

four Parks ancl Resen-eb in I'ellinsuln 

llalaysia; ancl nvo Resenres in Sahah on 

the island of Borneo. The RI'L 
programs lln\.e been dcvclopecl, 

supportccl and coordinatecl by the 

International Rhino Foullda~ion ill 

parcncrship ~.\-ith the M7ildlife 

Departrnc~~ts in lrldonesia ancl h:falaj.sia 

2nd other non-gnvernn~en~al orqan- 

These poachers were caught by a Rhino 
Patrol Unit. There is still demand for 
rhino horn because of its perceived 
medicinal properties by Asian cultures. 

izations like the Cincinnati Zoo and 

Botanical Garden. the Asian Rhino 

Specialist Group, M'orld W-ildlife Fund, 

the bYildlife Consewation Society and 

SOS-Rhino. Tllc Rhinoceros and Tiqer 

Consen,alion F~uld of the U.S. Fish and 

M'ildlife Service has also been a critical 

supporter and partner in the RPL  

program. 

Tlirre is n global and urgent 

carnpniql in progress to prevent the 

extinction of the Sumatran rhino. I t  is 

prol~al~ly the most endarigered large 

mammal on our planet. U'ith onl) abour 

300 ieft in the wild, man)- individuals 

and institutions: inclucling the 

Cincinnati Zoo. art ~raliantl?- trying to 

keep humaniy li.01~1 extingui:hing this 

magnificent animal. 4': 
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