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, , the readings of! different Vrttikiras for s?s& is the rllaill f ~ c t o r  , 

the Vrttis. 

From the above dissertation, we can . plainly draw the conclusiotl ' 

that though all the ancient Vrttio have been lost in toto, yet  we can 

ascertain sonle opinions and n c t ~ ~ a l  expressions of these ancient Vrttis 

Irom the availnlle works. Hcrc some principles arc laid dbw11 Eor 

this purpose. 

( I )  In  all probability, thc examples given after the question 

. f%,f~g?~rc<mq or the cxanlples considered seriausly by Pa tatijali belong 

to thc ancieilt V~ t t i s .  

'(2) Various sq$j<s are also borrowed fronl thesc Vrttis. 

(3) If. there are various opinions regarding the significance of 

any word of a Siitra, it .is quite possible that they were originally pre- 

sent in tllese Vytris. 

(4) Similar is the conclusio~l in the cases where there is difference 

of opinion about the fiinction of a Siitra. 

(5) Sill~ilarly i t  lnay be said that most oE the variant readings 

were originally, shown or acceptcd by various Vrttikiras. . 

4 L Rhinoceros-Slayer" Type of Goins of Iiurniragupta I 

(its Historical ~igtiificance) 
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T h e  recently fou~ ld  Bayana, or more preciscly the Hull:lnl,um, 

honrd' has revealed nlany IICW types of gold coins of the Gupta em- 

perors. Onc  o£ them is the j6Rhinoccros-Slayer" type of Kum~ra ,  

gupta I. Only four2 coins of this type have been found in this hoard 

and a fifth one has been acquired by the Provincial Museu~n,  

Lucknow.? T h e  type has bcen described by Dr. A. S. Altekar as 

follows4 : - 
Obverse -':King bare-headed, with flowing frizzled locks 

(alaka) on head, riding on a caparisoned horse to r., wearing 

button coat, waist-band a ~ l d  trousers, leaning forward attacking a 

rhinoceros with the sword in r. hand. Horse raises up its head, 

slightly frightened. Rhinoceros stands a t  bay, t u r ~ l i ~ l g  back its head 

to attack, n ~ o u t h  bciag opened. Rhinoceros is engraved realistically 

and bcantifoily, the horn on the head, two enrs, 1. eye, circular spats 

on the body, the tail and' the four feet being all clcar.: Circular legend 

-(Bharti ? ) KhafigatriitZ K~rntirngu pia Jayntyani;am." 

' RCverse-['Wirhin do t t ed  border goddess ~ a h g ~ ,  not nimbate, 

stalliling t~ 1. on an elephant-headed crocodile, holding lotus with long 

stalk in its trclnk. R. hand of the goddess is extcoded, forefinger 

pointing to some object, not  visible on ' the coin, I. hand hanging 

down by thc side, empty. Hair on the head of the goddess is tied in 
a knot and she wears earrings, necklace and bangles. Behind the 
goddess is a hma le  attendant holding in r. hand a chatra (~~mbrella)  

without fillet, its staff bcing denoted by a dotted line, her I. hand 

is on the waist, synlbol to r. and legend on the  1.-Sri il4ahendra- 

kbndga(h)" 

Dr. A. S. Altciiar has tmnslntedJ the legend on t l ~ e  obverse as 

( 'Ever-victorious is the lord Kumiiragupta, . who is Gbndggntr~ta pro- 

tector by the sword (Khn~lgenn triitii), as wcll as protector from ihe .>.L:.. 
3 :.:: 
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I Altcknr, Cfitr~lo~ue of the G'~pta1 Gold C o h s  in the Bayana H o d ,  p. I,  

z Ibid., p. cvii. 3 ]LW., vbl. XI, p, g. 
3 CGGCLIH., p. 296. Pl, XXX, 5-8: 
5 .  Ibid., p. cvii, 
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rhinoceros (kbndge bbynstr2tli)" and tha t on the reverseG as ~ R h i ~ ~ o c e r o s  

(killed by) Mahendra." 

- I t  is wcll known to the scholars that the Guptn coin types some- 
times seem to allude to historical facts. T h e  Tiger-Slayer type of 
Samudragopta Illay indicate7 the elnyeror's conquest it1 ~ h c  valley o[ 

t he  Ganges, with its swampy and forest regions which'wns the abodc 

of the royal Bengal tiger8 or his victory over the AfdvikZntirdka 

Vy~phrarija. '  Similarly Candragupta 11's Lion-Slayer type [nay in- 
dicate his conquest over the Kathinwar region, the abodc of the lion.10- 

T h e  victory and authority over the Western Satraps of this region is 

proved from other archaeological sources. Silver coins of the Gnr~qla 

type bearing the legend of Pararna-Bhligavrta were struck most pro- 

bably. in S u r i i ~ ~ r a  (Kathiawar).ll. T h e  campaign against the Satraps of 

westcrn Miilava and Saurik~ra is apparently alluded to in the Udaya- 

giri Cave Inscription of V'lrasena-Siba in the pas~age - '~He  

(Siiba) came here (ro Eastern Mililva), accompanied by the king 

(Caodragupta) in person, who was seeking to conquer the w'hole 

world"?2. - Eastern Malava, which had already felt the lllight of 

I 

. G Ibid;, p. dviii. I 

7 R. K. Mukhcrjcc, The Gtdpta Erfip!reJ p 35. - 

8 T$le introducaon of tile Goddcss G51ig;i on rcverse of thc [Tiger- 
-. - . :--- p- ---- - -  - -A- 

Slayer type ol-S=~~drag-u~la's Coins may !ndica:c the n~onardi's conquot i.11 
I 

lihc valley of the Ganges, with its swampy and forcsr rcgioris, which was 
.the abode of tht; royal Be~igal tiger. ~ T h e  partliEl~l-'aru.ea migljt be the  south- 

. wcswrn Bengal watered by the Ganges and still ;nfestcd by the tigcr, the 111- 
clusion of which within the cmpire of Samudiappta is indicated by the ~ ~ l c n t i u n  
of Samata~a, Davika and KSmariipa as &c bordering States in I. 22 of rhe 
AllahaLad Pi!l;ir Inscription. 

3 L. 19, Allahabad Stone Pillar Inscription of Saniudragupta, CII., vol. 111. 
p. 6 ff. Mah5kiint;ira denoted Vindllyalz wi!dcmess, die Lasttern Gondwana whbse 
chief is aptly cadled d lo  'itigcr of tile fotasc" (R. K. Mukherjec, G.E., p. 21). 

It  is also sugestrtd that Vyighraraja ruled in Jeypurc 101-csr hi Orissa which is 
reteri.ed .to ns Mnbi-Vmd, a synonym of Mahi-Kijltiira, in fit1 old Inscript:jon 
(JAHRS), vnl. 1, 128, iitid New IIiJlljry O/  t h e  I~:di.!t~ I'rvple, vol. VI: Vibiilakn- 
G~pt;r Age,, ceditccl by R. C:. h.luzumc1or ;md A. S. Alrrdcar. p. 146). notll 
thle forests mentioned, above am infested wi-tl~ tigcrs. Naturally, a victory over 

the lting or cllie! of -eEther of these regiotu n-&ji~t have Lcerl commen~ol.nt!ed 
by Sanludragupta by issuing llle Tiger-Slayer type. 10 GE., p. 55. 

r rl J. Allnn, Chtalog~e of the Coins 01 ?be Gzqtn Dyj~asties and of SaGfi.!.~, 
king of Gpud~> p. x c i ~ ?  

I 2 CII., I1 I p, 35-"Kytsnn-Pltbvi-jayZrjhen(~ ; iijiiaivehn snbiigatah." 
- - 
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S a o ~ u d r ~ g n p t a ,  became the base of opentions against the Sakas13 

All these sources tend to prove that Candragupta I1 led a successful 
war against the Sakas of western Miilava and Katl1iawar.l' I t  might 

be that to commemorate this victory be issued the Lion-Slayer type 
of coins depicting thc king slayins the lion: a11 nnimal to the 

Kathiawar and Gujrat regions. 

Thus  i t  can be presu~llrd , wit11 a fair degree of cer t~ in ty  that both 

Salnudragupta and C a ~ l d r a ~ u p t a  I1 issued the Tiger-Slayer and Lion- 
Slayer types of coins respectively to corntnemorate their own con- 

quests O F  certain pares of India whicb were finally i~lcorporated within 

the empire. I£ this presuluption be true, then the Rhinoceros- 

Slayer type of Kumiragupta 1's coins, a unique issue in the whole range 

of Gupta numismatics, is also likely to allude to sonle historical 
- 

event. I t  is a well-ktlown fact that rllirloceros is a11 a~limal which 

is peculiar to Assan1 (KimilrGpa). Hence i t  may be suggested that, like 

the Tiger-Slayer and Lion-Slayer types of Samudragupta and Candra- 

g ~ ~ p t a  11, the ~hinoieros-slayer type of Kumiiraguyta I might have been 
issued to co~nmcmorate his conquest of KZmaripn. . 

It is known from the Allahabad Iilscriptioll of Samudri~gupt;~ h a t  

the kings of Samataia, Qaviika, KZmarupa and other bordering states . 

paid obeisance. to the Gupta monarch.'? A s  KZmariipa paid 

tribute, it can be surmised that  there was an alliatlce, and probably a 

subordinate one, between the  Gupta monarch and the killg of 

i ( i , G ~ p a .  This bond ok friendship was  roba ably ullbroken at the time 
of Candragupta 11. Kiilidisa is generally ascribed to the court of 

Candragupta I l l6,  and it is  believed that i n  canto IV of his ' 

13 H. C. Ray Chaodhuri, Poiiticd History 01 d r ! .  irtr: India ((511 cd.), p. 555. 
14 Sir R. G. Bhandnrkar identifies Candragupta I! Vikramiclitya yith t ! ~  

'tr'idirionul Vikra~nSditya Snkiri, "the Sun of-valo~~l; t l ~ e  cles~oyrr ol the Sakas." 
If &is ideuiificatioi~ io correct then the thcury reg~rding Candragupu's victory 
cover din Snk~s of western M a l a v ~  and St1ii:jr.l and tlie issue of tllc Lion- 
Slycr type of coins to pcrpcmate this victory gets Iurlller cmph:hasis. 

15 " S ~ m n ~ d ! ~ .  ?nui/da-IT<;in~~l,i-iif)~ Ncp21a-ICaff ~prrr~i-p'rntyc~~z.th~n~p~fi bhii~,,  V,, , ,. 

so~uva-k~nn-d~r~.ijii.ikiir~~~d pmq~.i:mriyprnnna p3ritogit.l pramndn jc7snnnsyn ...,.,. .. , ,,,% 

CII.,, I,IIv, p. 8. 
16 Clasdcnl Age, p: 303, It  "SO seems t c  us that Cnnrlragupnq I1 fol- 

filr wcll the dcrrrivtion uf ~ h c  trclitional king .L'iknmadityy.? Sah5ri who was 

thc p t m n  of K i l i d ~ a ,  irhr Kt~n~iirasa;abhnvu pnigllt rcfer to the birth 

of Kun~%agupta 1: In thc fo!loying prsrige uf Kididka there is po;sibly a 



1 78 " X b h c e r o s - S l a y e r "  7ype of Coins 01 k ' : r r n ~ m d g u p t d  f 

Xaght~vn&a, he  has really narrated the cotlqucring tour (digvjjdidyn) of 

Samudragupta unJer  the guise of the nlythical Raghu.l.? T h e  poet 

mentioned in the salllc Mahik iuya  that Kaghu's son Aja selected the 

king of ~ i m a r i i p a  as his bcst man in his lnarringe with Indumati.'? 

This  may suggest tllat in clle poct's time, i.e., dori1ig the reign of 

Caodragupta 11, the king of K i m a r ~ ~ a ,  was considered to be an  
inlportan t feiidatory by the Gupta dignitaries and was probably regarded 

as an useful ally. Dot it  seenls that the l~olitical sccnc was changed 

d ~ ~ s i n g  the reigtl of Kumiragupta I. T h e  kipg of K i m a r ~ ~ a .  

probably ccascJ to pay obcisa~lce to the Gupta monarch and tried to 

assume. the air of f d l  independence by 'sending envoys to fareign 

countries. Wnttcrs has pointed out  that i t  has beell written in some 

Chinese text that  in  the year 428 A.D, a n  enlbassy fro111 Yue-ai 

(Moon-loved), king of K;I-p'i-li coontry, arrived in China.'? This  has 

been rightly identified by Lieut. Col. A. W i l s o ~ l  with the Khasia Hills 

region (roughly Kimariipa) to the west of the Kipili river in modern 

Assam. T h e  river Kipili  is mellrioned in the KZl ikr ipu~Z~a as the Kayila 

GaAga. It is not  possib!e to ascertain the actual name?! of the king of 

veiled r e fe~hce  to Candl-agop~a. 11-KJzizim iypli!7 sane: suh~~raso3rrye 
~iijmvmimiibrrrancpa bhum(m nakmtrati~rgrahc;ra11kii/iyi jy,mj~ptis~nati Candtp- 

rnamivcr rijri!." - --.-A- - - - - -  

'7 Gmparc Kilidssa,'~ description of Raghu's digtlijayn in which he der 
\ 

Ieated p king cnilccl Mahcl;dm a of Mahcndra but di? no! anncx-his _tcr& -- .--. - , - -  - - -. - "  - 
tory with the Allahiab'ld Prrinstib d c s ~ i p i o ~ l  aaI 5anrudng11pm's digvijaya in 
w h i h  he actually deikated a king of the Deccan ralkd ~ a h e n d r a  but did 
not occupy his kingdom, and the suggested identification wi!! b4 apparezt. 

18 Raghuvnm.fa, canto V.  
19 JKAS., 1898, p. 540. "Kapi'avi~t~i in ~h t .  Buddhist B~ljkh" by Warters. 

The wrirer hmtes tllilu the Ka-pi-li ~uuntry,-that is i ts  capital, was descrihcd 
Ly the Chinese rexcs as aitr~atml on the side of a Inke so the east of river 
and surrounded on all sides by purplish roclts. :l%e lcarned writer 1135 

opined that Ka-pi-li may be tho narne oi any district. in Irldia, but it muld 
riot have bccn Kapilaviistu visitcti by Far-J Jicri. l o r  correct idcntificaGon -01 
this mim~y-name see V. A. Smilh, EHl.. (4th d . j ,  p: j16  and Ili.4S. 1992% 
p. 227 ff. 

20 Dr. V. A. Smith thinks that tl:e mme Yoe-ai is to be intcrprered 
as a phonetic transcrip of tilt colnrnon IChasii U-ni to which the Chinese 

author assigned a meaning (mnooll-loved-Candrapriya) (EHZ.. 4th cd. p. 316) 
in his bwn language. But this thcory is rather f:.ncilul and cannot be take11 - 
ill its face value. . .. . , :. . . 3,; 
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Ka~l~ar i ipa  who tried to defy Kumiragupta's overlordslliy by senGng 

at1 envoy to China as a fully independent ruler and probably also by 

discontinuing the  paymeot of tributes, which his. predecessors used to 

11ay. W e  can merely suggest the  name of Caodramukhnvar~nan, the 

great g-mndf;lther of BIl5skaravarmnn, But the wide gap of tiine bet- 

ween Kl~mzragupta 1 (4 15-41j j A.D.) and Candra's grcat grandson 

Bhaskaravarman (C. 600-650 A.D.) prevents us from taking. this 

ide~~tification seriously. So in  the present circumstances OF our 

knowledge tlir question of the identification oE king Yue-ai or moon: 

loved (Candrapriya) should remain open. t 

T h e  direct rule of the e~nperors already extended upto the westeri~ 

border of KZmariipa. T h e  Allclhabad inscril)tion proves that Kimnrfipa 

was a bordering state of the Gupta empire. Tha t  Kumiiragupta re 

tailled ~ l l e  G ~ l p t a  rule over Bengal, at least over the north Bengal region, 

is amply proved by the evidences of the Dhanaidalla ( I  13 G.E.)," 

B a i g r ~ n  and Dalllodarpur ( I  24 and 128 G.E.)2: copper plates. 

I t  is known from the  evidence of the Aiuamedhn t y p e  of coins 

(d;vamedha-Mahendm) tllat Kumiiragupra perfor~netl a llorsc sacrifice:". 

As  this silcrificc is gcncrally t akcn ,  at lcnst dnr ing this agc, to be at1 

indication oE assertion of lord para~llountcy by successful military opera- 

tions, we tnay assume tha t Kumiragupra, like his grandfather, might 

have set out on a conquering tour (digvijnyn). Dr. V.A. Smith opines 

that it is 11ot !ikely that Kumiiragupta would have indulged in this 

vaullt ilnlcss to some extent it is justified by successf~~l  warfare. Probably 

he gained certain additions to his t e r r i ~ o r ~ . ~ ~ r .  R. G. Basak also 

thinks in  the s u n e  way." I n  order t o  make fresh conquests Kumara- 

gupta could set forth with his army in the north-west, south and - the 

east. W e  do not know wllether Kumiragupta made any conquest in 

the north-wesr (chougll he had to tackle the  Hfiqa 'and ~ l e c c h a  

problems), but  w e  can hnvc sonle idea a b m t  his achievetnents in two 

other directions. Dr. H. C. Raychaudhury suggestszi that the assump- 

tion OF - the title V,yrighra-bal,rpnr~ktnma (displayillg the s trel~gth and 

prowess of the tiger) on the Tiger-Slayer type of coins by Ki~n~iir:~" 

21 Ep. And.., vol. XVI[, p. 347 R. 
22 Ibid., :vol. XV, p. 130ff. 61 133 ft. 22. rl Allan. Loc. dt.  p. 68 

23 EHl., (4th edJ, p. 3x6 
24 R. G. Hasak, History of North-&stern Irlii'a, p. 47. 
25 PHAI., 569. 26 Allan, LOC. Cit., p, 8r.  
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may.possibly indicate that he attempted to repeat the southern venture 

of his grand£.lther and penetrated into the tiger-infested forest terri- 

tgries beyond the Narn~ad~ . "  Expansion towards the south may also 

be- i n d i c ~ e d  by a .find of 1395 coins in the Satara district. In  the 

east i f  the. Gupta lnonarch had tried to expand, he, i11 all probability, 

first Inet with the troops of Kiimar~pa.  111 order to make his digvijaya . . 

complete and in order to the ~ i i r n a r i ~ a  king, who,  as already 
, - -  - .  

.showil, might have tr iei  to dcfy liis authority and also probably 

tortured - - tlie people of the bordering Guptn empire by occasional raids 

(as is indicated by the legend KHADGATRATA attributed to Kum5ra 

which may be translated as the a~protec tor~ '  fl;?ln the rhinoceros). . .- . . 

Frorn.the . .. issue of the Rhi~loceros-Slayer type of coins it seenls that 

KLm~ragupta .. . attacked and conquered K i m a r ~ p a .  Thus  .he fulfilled 

his two purposes, i.e., . - punishing the Kimariipa king for defying his 

authority . . and completion of the . digvi jdya . before t : ~ e  horse . . sacrifice - .  by 
defeating the same ruler who . - might - .  have . detained . .  the . sacrificial . ;hbr~e.'~ 

S o  h i s  type appears - .  . to .indicate a honientous . . episode . . of ancient 

Indian history i.e. the conqiiest of Kiitnariipa by Kumkagupta I. As  

, S a r i ~ u d m ~ u p t ~  and Candragup ta  I1 issued Tiger-Slayer and Lion- . . 
Slayer types respectively indicating the territories annexed, so also 

K~~rni i rag~ip ta  probably issued this Rhinoceros-Slayer type of coins . in- . 

dicating the .incorporation of Ki imar~pa  (ryresented by the r h i n o c e r ? ~  --- 4 . - - - h -  L 
- . - - .  - - . - - . - - - I  -..--- a. 

which . . is peculiar to that rigion) witbin his territory. O n  the geverse . .. . . ,  
-L 

the goddess GaegZ is depicted ,with -311 umbrella ,_whl_ i s  .a mark - -- --p- -- - - m  

,. 27 PHAI., 570. Dr. A. S. Al~ekar, hcvevcr. .tI~inlrs chat die coias might 
have bcctl brought there by so~nc mrchent, 
28 K. L. Barun (EHK., p. 43) sayr t i~a t  i t 1  tile traditiond accol~nps of 

*Kirnariipa a king of the dynasty of ~\iaLak$urL, n'\ked, Subihu, is sum1 
to have detained the sacrificial hrrse V-&i~am~,clitya~who invaded K iimariipe 

and potr Subjhu m flight. As Gndragupa ' 11 V i h ~ d i r ~ a  -in JI  plb 
babiliry did not pcrform any horse sacrifice and as only two imperid monarchs 
i .~ .  Samudragupta and I(um;lrr4gupra I, p r fo rn id  tlis ceremony, it seems that 

11a-c Vikram~ditya L 10 bc taken as a n:imkc '1nd the real king should bc 
cither Samudragopta Parikranxitika or K~wliiiragopra I Mahcncl.riiditya If it 

happens to be Kumiiragupta I then Subihu may be identified with Yue-a;. 
The association of lthc detained horse with the killing of rhinocerm-in Kumin- 
gupta's Rhinoceros-Slayer t y p  bf coins may mean that Kum~ra. defeated the 
h in~ar i ip .~  king during 'the time of 'digvijay.5.' just hefate thc performance of the 

-- horse sacrifice. 
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of sovereignty, ovcr her head. She is also seen * ~ o i n t i i l ~  towards some- 

. thing (wbich is not visible on tile coin) by her r. hand. These features 
1nay be taken to indicate tlie suzerainty of Pitnliputra, wbich is 

situ;ited on the right bank of the Ganges flowing krom the I-Iimalayas, 

ovcr Kiimariipa, the region infested by the rhino~eros.~ '  The  Legend 
, 

Sri-Mahendrdkhadga (which call be translated as the rhinoceros (killed) 

by Mahendra), on the reverse makes the suggestion all the .more. ptor 

ba ble, 

Thus  it seenls that tlie Rhil~oceros-Slayer type of coills has :goc a 

unique importance. I t  seems to indicate the conquest and a~inexatio~i 

O F  K ~ o l a r ~ p a  by KulnZmgupta 1, a fact not yet disclosed by any other 

evidence. A uniqoe issue in tlie Gupta lllolletary scries, this <type, 

apart from its numismatic importance, sceols to echo an i~llportant 

political event in the history of the i n ~ ~ e r i a l  Guptas, . otherwise 
unlrnown3.0. - . . , . . 

29 On the reverse of the Tiger-slayer typ: ol Samudr?g~ipta's csins vx 
find tha figurc of' thc goddess Garigii with her lic~lld p ~ i l ~ t i n ~ ;  towards somc- 

tliin.,o,-a fea~ilrc" which cad1 bc in~erpretcd 111 t l~c  same way. 

30 The .tremend~us amount of the Gupta influence. in K2mafipa can be 

guwed from the supposed prevalence of the Gupta cr'i wen in the mcJiaevnl 

pried and the exis&ncc of the rcn~ains of a fine Cuyta temple at Dah l%rvntia, 

ascribcc1 by Mr. S. K. Salraswati to the first half o l  the fifrh century A.D., i.e. 
th; mcign ptliod of KumZragupta I. . . -  


