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the readings of different Vruikaras for qgegz is the main factor of
the Vrttis. _

From the above dissertation, we can - plainly draw the conclusion
that though all the ancient Vittis have been Jost in toto, yet we can
ascertain some opinions and actual expressions of these ancient Vietis
from the available works. Here some principles arc laid down for
this purpose.

(1) In all probability, the examples given after the question
fafadigrgead, or the examples considered seriously by Patafijali belong

to the ancient Vres,
(2) Various gg=8gs are also borrowed from these Vrttis.

(3) If there are various opinions regarding the significance of
any word of a Siitra, it is quite possible that they were originally pre-

sent in these Vrtcis.
(4) Similar is the conclusion in the cases where there is difference

~of opinion about the function of a Sitra.
(5) Similarly it may be said that most of thc variant readings
were originally shown or accepted by various Vrttikaras. -

R. S. BuarTacHaRYA
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“Rhinoceros-Slayer” Type of Coins of Kumaragupta I
(fts Historical Significance)

The recently found Bayana, or more preciscl}r the Hullanpura,
hoard" has revealed many new types of gold coins of the Gupta em-
perors.  Onc of them is the “Rhinoceros-Slayer” type of Kumira.
gupta [ Only four® coins of this type have been found in this hoard
and a fifth one has been acquired by the Provincial Museum,
The type has been described by Dr. A. S. Alwckar as

Lucknow.*
follows® : —

Obverse—*King  bare-headed, frizzled locks
(4alaka) on head, riding on a caparisoned horse to r., w;:aring
button coat, waist-band aud trousers, leaning forward attacking a
Horse raises up its head,

with ﬂawing

rhinoceros with the sword in r. hand.
slightly frightened. Rhinaceros stands at bay, turning back its head
to attack, mouth being opened. Rhinoceros is engraved realistically
and beautifully, the horn on the head, two cars, 1. eye, circular spots
on the body, the tail and the four fect being all clear.: Circular legend
-—(B;{mrm?) Kbddgdtmm Kumaragupta ]aya;yammm '

Réverse—«“Within dotted border goddess Ganga, not nimbate,
standing to L. on an elephant-headed crocodile, holding lotus with long
stalk in its trunk, R. hand of the goddess is extended, forefinger
pointing to some object, not visible on’ the coin, I. hand hanging

down by the side, empty, Hair on the head of the goddcss is tied in

-a knot and she wears carrings, necklace and bangles. Behind the
goddess is-a temale attendant holding in'r. hand a chatra (umbrella)

without fillet, its staff being denoted by a dotted . line, her 1. hand
is on the waist, symbol to r, and legend on the L.—S$ri Mabendra-
kbadg::(f;)” _

Dr. A. S. Altekar has translated® the legend on the obverse as
«Ever-victorious is the lord Kumimgupta, -who is Khadgatrata pro-

- tector by the sword (Khadgena trata), as well as protector from the

1 Altckar, Catalogue of the Gupta Gold Coins in the Bayana Hoard, p I
2 lbid, p. cvil 3 JNSL, wl. XI, p. g

4 CGGCBH. p. 2¢6. Dl XXX, 58,

5. Ibid., p. cvii,
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rhinoceros (kbadgebbyastrata)” and that on the reverse® as “Rhinoceros
(killed by) Mahendra.™

Icis well known to the scholars that the Gupta coin types some-
times seem to allude to historical facts. The Tiger-Slayer type of
Samudragupta may indicate” the emperor’s conquest in the valley of
the Ganges, with its swampy and forest regions which was' the abodc
of the royal Bengal rtiger® or his victory over the Mabakintiraka
Vyaghraraja.® Similarly Candragupta II's Lion-Slayer type may in-

dicate his conquest over the Kathiawar region, the abode of the lion.1?

* The victory and authority over the Western Satraps of this region is

proved from other archacological sources. Silver coins of the Garuda
type bearing the legend of Parama-Bbagavata were struck most pro-
bably in Surdgtca (Kathiawar).’* The campaign against the Satraps of
westeen  Malava and Saurdstra is apparently alluded to in the Udaya-
giri Cave Inscription of Virasena-Saba in the passage—‘He

'(Siba) came here (to Eastern Malava), accompanied by the king

(Candragupta) in person, who was seeking to conquer the whole
world’*?, - Eastern Malava, which had already felt the might of

6 lIbid., p. cviil ‘ :
7 R K. Mukherjec, The Gupta Empire, p.. 33. .
. 8 The introduction of the Goddess Ginga. vn the reverse of the Tiger-
“Slayer type of Samudragupta’s Coins may indicaic the monarch’s conquest iy
the valley of the Gunges, with its” swampy and forest regions, which was
the abode of the royal Bengal dger. {The particiler “area ‘might be the south-
-western, Bengal watered by the Ganges and still infested by the tger, the -
clusion of which within the cmpire of Samudragupta is indicated by the mention
of Samatata, Davaka and Kimariipa as the bordering States in 1. 22 of the
Allahabad Pillar Inscription.
@ L. 19, Allahabad Stone Pillar Inscription of San:udragupta, CII., vol. 1L
p- 6ff. Mahakantira denoted Vindhyan wildetness, the Eastern Gondwana whose
chief is aptly called the "tiger of the forest.™ (R, K. Mnkherjec, GE., p. 21
It is also suggested that Vyighrarija ruled in Jeypure forest in Orissa which ds
referced to as Mabi-Vana, a synonym of Maha-Kintira, in an old Inscription
(]A_HRIS,).. vol, [, 128; and New History of the Indizn People, vol. VI; Vﬁk&;éka—
Gupta Age, cdited by R C. Mazumdar and A. S, Alrdar, p- 146). Bath
the forests mentioned above are infested with tigers, Naturally, a victory over
the king or chief of.cither of these regions might have been commemorated
by Samudragupta by issuing the Tiger-Slayer type,
11 . Allan, Catalogue of the Coins of the Gugta Dynasties and of Safisika,
king of Gauda, p. xciv.
12 CIL, NIl p. 35—"Krtsna-Prthvi-jayarihena :ajiaiveba sabagatab.”

10 GE, P 53
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Samudragupta, became che base of operations against the Sakas'?

All these sources tend to prove that Candragupta 1[ led a successful

war against the Sakas of western Malava and Kathiawar.** I might

be that to commemorate this victory he issued the Lion-Slayer type
» . . . - . i . .

of coins depicting the king slaying the lion, an animal peculiar to the

Kathiawar and Gujrat regions,

Thus it can be prcsun;ed with a fair degree of certainty that both
Samudragupta and Candragupta Il issued the Tiger-Slayer and Lion-
Slayer types of coins respectively to commemorate their own con-
quests of certain parts of India which were finally incorporated within
the empire. If this presumption be true, then the Rhinoceros-
Slayer type of Kumaragupta I's coins, a unique issue in the whole range
of Gupta numismatics, is also likely to allude to some historical
event. It is a well-known fact that rhinoceros is an animal which
is peculiar to Assam (Kimarﬁpa). Hence it may be suggested that, like
the Tiger-Slayer and Lion-Slayer types of Samudragupta and Candra-
gupta II, the Rhinoc'cros-SIayer type of Kumaragupta I might have been
issued to commemorate his conquest of Kamaripa.

It is known from the Allahabad Inscription of Samudragupra that
the kings of Samatata, Davaka, KamarGpa and other bordering states
paid obeisance’ to the Gupta monarch.'?  As Kamaripa paid
tribute, it can be surmised that there was an alliance, and  probably a
subordinate one, between the Gupta monarch and the king of

) I_('im’arﬁpa. This bond of [riendship was probably unbroken at the time

of Candragupta Il Kalidasa is generally ascribed to the court of
Candragupta  11I'°, and it is believed that in canto IV of his

13 H.C Ray Chaudhuri, Political History of Anvient India.(sth ed.), p- 555

14 Sir R. G. Bhandarkar identifies Candragupta [ Vikramaditya with the
traditional Vikramaditya Sakdri, “the Sun of valour, the destroyer of the Sakas.”
1§ this identification is cotrect then the theury regarding Candragupta’s victory
cover the Sakas of western Milava and Surastra and the issue of the Lion-
Slyer type of coins to perpetuate this victory gets further cmphasis.

15 “Samataia-Davaka-Kamayipa Ne pala-Kaptypuradi-pratyantaynypptibhif.. ...
sarvva-kara-danajiiakarana prapdmagamana paritosita pracanda SASANASYAuvewss v oons
ci, 1L, p. 8

16 Classical Age, p. 303.
fils well the description of the trditional king Vikramaditya Sakiri who was
the pawon of Kalidisa. iThe Kumiarasambbava might refer to the birth
of Kumiragupta I, In the following passige wf Kilidisa there is possibly a

It also seems to us thar Candragupwa II ful-
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Raghuvatia, he has really narrated the conquering tour (digvijaya) of
Samudragupta under the guise of the mythical Raghut’ The poet
mentioned in the same Mabizkivya chat Raghu's son Aja selected the
king of Kﬁmarﬁpﬂ as his best man in his marriage with Indumari.*®
This may suggest that in the poct’s time, i.e., during the reign of
Candragupta 1l, the king of Kamariipa, was considered to be an
important feudatory by the Gupta dignitaries and was probably regarded

as an uscful ally.  But it seems that the Po]irical scene was changed

during the reign of Kumaragupta .  The king of Kamariipa.

probably ccased to pay obeisance to the Gupta monatch and tried to
assume: the air of full independence by “sending envoys to foreign
countries, Watters has pointed out that it has been written in some
Chinese text thac in the year 428 A.D, an embassy from Yue-ai
(Moon-loved), king of Ka-p’i—li country, atrived in China.'?  This has
been rightly identified by Lieut. Col. A. "Wilson wich the Khasia Hills
region (roughly Kamardpa) to the west of the Kapili river in modern
Assam. The river Kapili is mentioned in the Kalikapurana as the Kapila
Ganga. It is not possible to ascertain the actual name?? of the king of

velled reference to Candragupta [I—Kdrar  arpab  sants  sabasraso'nye
r&janw:im&bamnmg bbumim nbzi‘.mtrﬂ.‘zmnmbaszmkﬁ.’&pi jvotisinats  Candia-

_m dM‘IUd !d;ﬂ

17 Compare K_alldasas descupuon Df R.ng'\ll‘. mgw;aya n whtch he de.-
feated a king cailed Mahendra or of Mahendra buc ‘|Id rot anncx_his terri-

tory “with the Allahabad DPradasti’s d(.smpmn of Samudragupta’s digvijaya in
which he actually defeated a king of the Deccan called Mahendra bur did
not occupy his kingdom, and the suggested identification will b uPParent
18  Raghuvamia, canto V,
19 JRAS., 1898, p. 540. “Kapilavastu in the Buddhist Bouks"” by. Warters.
The writer states thas the Ka-pi-i country,—thav is its capital, was described

by .the Chinese texts as sitnated on the side of a Jake to the east of rver

and surrounded on all sides by purplish rocks. The lcarned writer has
opined that Ka-pi-li may be tho name of any diswict.in India, but it could
pot have been Kapilavastu visited by Fa-ldien, For cowect identification of
this countzy-name sce V, A. Smith, EHL, (4th od), p. 316 and JRAS. 1gg20,
p. 227 K

20 Dr. V. A. Smith thinks that the name Yue-ai is to be mtrrprered
as a phonetic transcript of the common Khasia U-ai to which the Chinese
author assigned a meaning (moou—!ovuc[——--ﬁundrapriya) (EHL., 4th ed, p. 316)
in his own language, But this theory is 1ather finciful and cannot be taken
in its face value. . % 6s pee . naE
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Kamariipa who tried to defy Kumaragupta’s overlotdship by scndmg
an envoy to China as a fully mdcp.ndent ruler'and probably ilso by
discontinuing the payment of tributes, which his’ prcdcccssors used to
pay. We can merely suggest the name of Candramukhavarman, the
great grandf.zther.of Bhiskaravarman, Buc the wide gap of time bet-
ween Kumaragupta I (415-455 A.D.) and Candra’s great gran&son
Bhiskaravarman (C. 600-650 A.D.) prevents us fronr caking. this
identification  seriously. So in the present circumstances of  our
knowlcdo-c the question of the identification of king Yue-ai or moon-
loved (Candl‘lpuya) should remain open.

The direct rule of the emperors already extended upto the western
border of Kamariipa. The Allahabad inscription proves that Kamariipa
was a bordering state of the Gupta empire. That Kumaragupta re
tained the Gupta rule over Bengal, at least over the north Bengal region,
is amply proved by the tvnd‘.nces of the Dhandidaha (113 G.E ) e
Baigram and Damodarpur (124 and 128 G.E.)* copper places.

It is known from the evidence of the ASvamedha -type of coins
(Aéwmedba-Mabendm} that Kumaragupta p:rforincd a horse sacrifice.**.
As this sacrifice is gencrally taken, at lcase during this age, to be an
indication of assertion of lord paramountcy by successful military opera--
tions, we may assume. that Kumaragupra, like his grandfather, mighe
have set out on a conquering tour (diguijaya). Dr. V.A. Smith opines
thac ic is not likely that Kumaragupta would have indulged in this
vaunt unless to some excent it is justified by successful warfare, Probably
he gained certain additions to his rerricory.®® Dr. R. G.  Basak also
thinks in the same way.** In order to make fresh conquests Kumara-
gupta could set forch wich his army in the north-west, south and -the
cast. We do not know whether Kumaragupta made any conquest in
the north-west (though he had to tackle the Hiina and Mleccha
problems), but we can have some idea about his achievements in two
other directions, Dr. H. C. Raychaudhury suggests®® that the assiunp-
tion of -the title Vyaghra-bakaparakrama (displaying the strength and
prowess of the tiger) on the Tiger-Slayer type of coins by Kumira®

21 Ep. Ind., vol. XVII, p. 347 f. _ _ _
22 Ibid, wol. XV, p. 130ff. & 135{{ 22. a Allan, Loc. cie, p: 68
23 EHL (4th ed), p. 316. o

24 R G Basak, History of North-Lestern India, p. 47.

25 PHAL, g6g. 26 Allan, Leoc. Cit., p. 81,
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may possibly indicate that he attempted to repeat the southern venture
of his grandfather and penetrated into the tiger-infested forest terri-
tories beyond the Narmada.*”  Expansion towards the south may also
be indicated by a find of 1395 coins in the Satara district. In the
east if the Gupta monarch had tried to expand, he, in all probability,
firse met with the troops of Kamariipa. In order to make his digvijaya
complctc and in order to punish the Kamu‘upa king, who, as already
shown, might have triel to defy his authority and also probably
tortured the people of the bordering Gupta empire by occasional raids
(as‘is indicated by the legend KHADGATRAT A attributed to Kumara
which may be translated as the “protector” from the rhinoceros).
From the issuc of the Rhinoceros-Slayer type of coins it scems that
Khm;'n'agupta attacked and conquered Kimariipa. Thus ‘he fulfilled
I’;IIS two pufposés ie., punishing the Kamariipa king for defying his
authonty and complcuon of the diguijaya before tiie horse sacrifice by
defeating the same ruler who might have detained the sacnﬁual horse.*
So this type appears to indicatc a momentous episode of ancient
'Imhan hlstory L.e. the conquest of Katmrupa by Kumaragupta L. As
Samudragupta and C-._mdrggupta Il issued Tiger-Slayer and Lion-
‘S'layer' types respectively indicating the territories annexed, so also
'Klum.:_lragupta probably issued this Rhinoceros-Slayer type of coins in-
dicating the .incorporation of Kamariipa (E_Prcsentéd by the rthinoceros

which is peculiar to that region) within his tcrrltory On thc reversg

the goddcss Ganga is dcplcted with an. umbrclla which “is a mark _

ool

. .27 PHAL, 570, Dr. A. S, Alwckar, however, thinks that the <oins might
have been brought there by some merchent,
- 28 K. L. Bamua (EHK., p. 43) says that in dac u'adlr.ton:u! accounts of
'Kama.rupa a king of the dynasty of Narakasura, named, Subahu, is stated
"6 have detained the sacrificial horse Vikramiditya, ‘who invaded Kamaripa
“and pur Subdhu to flight. As Candragupta 'II Vikramaditya ‘in all pro-
bability did not perform any horse sacrifice and as only two imperia! monarchs
- Lo, Samudragupta and Kumiragupta I; performed this ceremony, - it seems that
.here Vikramaditya is o be taken as a mistake and the real king should be
cither Samudragnpta Parakramidnka or Kmu_ﬁragupta I Mahendradicys,  If it
happens to be Kumiragupta I then Subihu may be identified with Yue-ai
The association of ‘the detained horse with the killing of rhinoceros- in’ Kumira-
gupta’s Rhinoceros- -Slayer l:ypc of coins’ may mean that Kunnn defeated the

]

Kamardipa king during the time of ‘digvijayz.’ just hefore the pcrformancc of the

" horse sacrifice.
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of sovereignty, over her head, She is also seen pointing towards some-

. thing (which is not visible on the coin) by her r. hand. These features

may be taken to indicate the suzerainty of Patalipucra, which is
situated on the right bank of the Ganges flowing from the Himalayas,
over Kam‘trupa, the region infested by the rhmoccros.“" The Legend
Sri-Mabendrakbadga (which can be translated as the thinoceros (killed)
by Mahendra), on the reverse makcs the suggestion all thc more. pro:
bable, : ;
Thus it seems that the Rhinoceros- Slqycr type of coins has :got a
uanue llllPQr(dnCC. lt SCCmS to Illdtcd:ﬁ l:he Cﬁnqucst aﬂd annexatlon
of Kamariipa by Kumaragupea I, a face not yet disclosed by any other
cvidence. A unique issue in the Gupta monetary series, thls type,

~ apart from its numismatic importance, scems to echo an unportant

political event in the history of the imperial Guptas, . otherwise
unknown®’, T 2 5

.BraTinDRA NATH MUKHERJEE

2g On the reverse of the Tiger- -slayer type of Samudragupta’s ceins we
find the figure of the goddess Gangd with her hand pointing towards some-
thing,—a feature which can be interpreted in the same way.

30 Tihe tremendous amounit of the Gupta influence: in Kamariipa can be
guessed from the supposed prevalence of the Gupta cra even in the mediaeval

‘period and the existence of the remains of a fine Gupta temple at Dah Parvada,
-ascribed by Mr. S. K. Sataswati to the fiest half of the fifth century AD., ie.

the reign period of Kumaragupta 1, ' : .



