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SOMALILAND 

IN my humble opinion the anticipation of and 
preparation for a big-game shooting trip are 
almost as cnjoyable as the expedition itsell. 

At least that was my feeling when, in the 
early spring of 1894, being then quartered in 
Cairo with my regiment, 1 commencec~ to  make 
arrangements for a shooting expedition into 
Somaliland. 

Our party was to  consist of three : my old 
friend, Major B. C., S. of the 7th Dragoon Guards, 
and myself. S. and . myself wcre stationed 
together in Cairo, but B. C. was in England. 

We had already purcllased some of our camels. 
For this we employed a native, by name IIadji 
Duella. Idris, ,z noted headman. He wcnt over 
from Aclen to Berbera to make our purchases, 
but could not take, service with us as lle was 
already engagecl for another expedition (Mr 
Donaldson Smith). 

Owing to the fact that we hacl on our route to 
cross the baud (or waterless plaiil) O S  Solnnlilancl, 
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game a t  this spot. Passed the spoor of rhino 
about five clays old, also the spoor of lion (yester- 
day). The country bcgan to improve in appear- 

( ante. Up to this point it  hacl been black t ~ n d  
bare-looking. High hills on eithcr side, covercd 
with leafless bushes. Now patohes of lovely 
green appeared, which our ponies -poor beasts 
-scemed to appreciate. The valley widened and 
nssumed a park-like appearance, with fine trees. 
This valley led down to the River Fafan. 

At 4.45 P.M. we halted a t  Tumpso, and soon 
heard that  there were rllino about-two were 
seen that day-also that  a lion killed s child a 

8.30 P.M. 63" few clays ago a t  the village close by. 

1 5-45 A.M. 61. August 12th. -We three drew straws for choice 
1.30 13.ni. 

790 of direction. I got third place, unfortunately for 
myself. Started from camp about 6.80 A.M. 

My clirection led away from the River Fafan. I 
found the spoor of rllino in a nullah, and followed 
them foor somc time, but after wallting foor three 

1 
or four hours the shikhri (NUT Farrar), my head- 

i man, said i t  was useless, as the nullall was too 11, l dry, so I returned to  camp. 
II C. went down to  the rivcr to thc left -S. to  

thc right. The latter returned at; 1 P.M., having 
been   in successful. At  2.15 P.M. C. retur~lccl wit11 
the good luck of having shot llis first rhino, whic)~ 
Ilc said was :I fine specir~cn. APLel something to 

1 eat, he started with a camel, intencling to  spend 
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the night out by tllc beast, ancl to rcturll ill tile 
~rlorni~lg with the skin. S. ancl myself went out 
to two villages near whcre zeribus for lion had 
been made for us, my village being the one wllo~*c- 
thc unfortunate cllilcl was killed by a l io~l n few 
nights ago. 

August 13th. -Nothing came of sitting up last 
night. 

On arriving a t  the zeriba I fo~~ncl  n lnrgc 
bonfire burning 800 yards off, and was informed 
that it hacl been made by n party of Abyssillians 
just arrived to hullt rhino. Tile fire was most 
provoking, as i t  spoilt tlle little cllance I had 
of seeing a lion. Aftcr returning to  C ~ L ~ I ~ I )  at: 
claylight --and a wash and cup of cllocolatc -I 
went out again ancl soon came on the fresll traclclts 
of lion. 'I'hese wc followed for soillc: distance, 
aftcr which WC lost all trace ill tlle long grass. 

Ncxt we came on fresh spoor of rhino, but 
the sanic result-we followed for three Ilours and 
finally gave i t  up. 

Moved camp a t  8.10 P.M., :LILC~ o~~ts1)anlled at 
5.30 P.M.-" Gollarbiah." Just  befoie arriving 
I again fomld fresh spoor of a rhino, but tllc noise 
of the caravan must have frightened thc be:i,st. 

Augzsst li14~l~.-Mo?ecl cnlup a t  5 A.M.  and out- 
spa~u~:cl for monling llalt : ~ t  Hercliusn, having 
passed over the dried-up bed of the Rivcr Cinldire. 
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We wctlt tllrouglr one valley wllich llacl acres 
of splendid giecn griLss, with a background 
of lovely blue hills. But for tllc trees i t  might 
have been English metldowlantl. This we soon 
passed, however, ancl entered a ililly, stcrilc 
country, nothing but rocks and scnttcrccl bushes. 

Movcd again at 2 P.M., rode after a couple of 
aoul, but witllout success. Our route now wound 
round the head of a valley. WC could see an 
immense plain a t  our feet stretching for miles, 
covered with dense bush. This we tllought was 
thc: coinnlellcenrent of thc l3ourka country. 

I-laltcd for the night a t  5.20 P.M. at Tcntomee, 
by which time we had descended to  tlle plain. I 
left thc caravan at 4 P.M. and went after some 
gerenook. Rillccl two. I ought to  have lcilled a. 
third, but was unsbeatly from runilirlg. I used 

the -803 service riflc with tlle split bullet and 
found it  most successful. 

On returning to  camp I heard that  C. had shot 
n splcndid bustard-28 lb. 

Jlitvc been again unlucky with lrly horse (Llle 
onc I bougllt from C.). I sllnll llave to leave off 
ricliilg him for two days to avoicl a sore back. 
Thc other llorse's back is also it1 a bad way. C. 
llas taken i t  in hand and is going to  treat it. 

A~ugust 151l,~--We startctl st 5.20 A.M. ancl 
marched for only one houll--about 6.30 h A.~I . -  

wllcn we calric to  n, good well cut out of the solid 

i rock-at least, the upper part was. It must have l h e n  made years and years ago. i 
I We stayed herc the bcst part of tllc cli~y, wail;- ! 

ing for S., whom we supposcd itt last to bc lost. l 

Lighted fires and fired shots, but without result. 
WC moved on a t  4.30 P.M. and halted in an 

hour's tinle on a plain. W e  heard of rllirlo in all l 

directions. It looked a liltely gsinc country. 
S. turned up in camp about 7 r.o.r., having shot 

a fine bull lesser koodoo, with a good heacl. IIe 
llild bcen for six hours on a. I-hino track withollt 
conling across hinl. I-Ialting-place to-night is 
Anna ICooloo. 

A * L ~ Z L S ~  16th. -Again I was unlucky last night 
in ilrawirlg for places. 1 drew " tllird." As 1 did 
not tlli~tk my " beat " worth trying, I remained 
in camp all day. 

C. returned about 2 P.M., hizving bcen again Tempc ,n~u+~ 

1.30 r.al. 88" successful in sllooting a rhino. S. appeared about l 

5 r . ~ . ,  not having fired a shot, nor llnd ~~lly7,*5,,.~,. 72" 

c~lttll~e. (in the tent) 

B2,gusf. 17t1~.-At 6 A.M. WC started, my shik&ris 3.40 r.11. 840 

ancl myself, and at 6.40 calllc 011 frcsh spoor of 
rhino. We passecl quite close to n herd of thirty 
oryx, but I did not lirc for fear 01' distui-billg the 
rhilro. Ib was tllcn, for thc first timc, I ~loticcd 
the rhino birds, annoying little beasts, wl~icll flew 
ahcad, uttering ilotcs of alarm. 



After tracking about tell nlinutes my gun- 
bearer, Moosa, stopped, c~-ouched down, caught 
me by tlle wrist and poiiltecl to a rhino fcccling in 
an ol~e11 grasspatch about 100 yaids off. 

We went round and got behilld ilim, tllcn 
througll some bushes succeedecl in approaching 
within 50 yards. 

Nur Farrar, the hcaci shikhi, llanded me C.'s 
&bore, borrowed for the day. I firecl a t  the 
shoulder, but hit low down. I-Ic turned and came 
in our direction, passing about 20 yards olf, and 
as he went by I let him have thc lcft barrel. The 
shot got honle and, following, WC founcl him lying 
down. It took another shot from the $-bore and 
one from my -577 Express to  finish him. 

He proved to be an olcl bull. They told me 
his age was about sevenly years ! His horn was 

not very long-1 ft. 2 inches-but thick a t  the 
base-l ft. '3 irlches in circumference. 

C. and S. wcre unsuccessful with rhino, but the 
former rcturnccl t o  camp about 4.30 r.11. with a % 

cow oryx. 

Teml,eralfLre I went out in the afternoon round the camp arid 
8.20 P.M. 690 shot LWO glii~lcit-fowl il.11~1 one fi*ancoli~l. 

4.30 ,,.h,. 620 At(g,i~st 18th. -We movcd cainp a t  5.5 A.M. and 
(in tent) halted a t  10 a.ni. a t  i)iggerieleh. I wcnt on the 

left of the road and saw nothing to  sl~eak of. C. 

went on the right ancl hacl an exciting adventure 
with a rhino. IIc had wou~ldccl i t  and was follow- 

ing the beast up when it suddcnly cha<rged hi111 
from behind a k?usll. 

I l e  n.ntl his sllilcari succcedctl ill tlotlgillg, iilld 
the rhino rctreated. They Sollowctl, ancl tllcll 
tliscovcred that S., who hat1 stayed bcllind a t  tllc 
last camp, was following thc tracks of thc same 
wounded beast. 

S. having overtake11 i t  was also c:llargcd, but 
succeedccl in firrislling him with the 8-bore. 

Our usual t i ~ n c  for contirluirlg thc journey - 
viz. 2 P.M.-arrived, when I-Iaclji Jama reported 
ten camels missing. A cainel mar] who llacl bccll 
sent out to search for them came in with the 
report that  they 11acl been stole11 by Rlidgans. I 
sent off II-Iadji Jama with six arrncd men in pur- 
suit, with orders to  briny in any priso~ler tlrey 
captured with  his ]lands tied bchincl him. So 
off they started, but returned to  calnp abollt 
5.30 r.iv., having found the camels 10 miles away, 
going like " smolre " of their own accord. Sornc- 
thing must have frigl~tc~led them. So hel*c WC wcvc 
stuck for the ilight. Dense bush all round, leafless 
trees, burnt-up grass and ilotlling to  sl~oot. 

August 19th.-Startccl froin camp a t  5 A.M. A 
most disappointing day. C. ancl self' and the shikHris 
ruoved off in the clirection pointed out by the guitlc, 
but after walking till 12 11oo1l we halted-no sigll 
of a caravan. About 2 r.lw. the caravan guide 
appeared and took us off to wltcre Lllc morning 




