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No. 184. 

Crimiil Plotodcn io tire Earl of C2arcitdon.-(Rcceiucd h.ovcntber 2.)' 

M y  Lord, I'ifassowaii, .?itly 9, 1854. 
1 HAVE the Iionour to inclose a Rel)oi*t coritninhg sotac information on Abyssiaia, 

aç directcd i n  your Lordslrip's ùcspntch of Octobcr 3, 1853.t 
1 Iinva cudcavouid t o  give yonr Lortlsliip u sketch of the la~vs,  custoins, çovernrnent, 

and positioii of Abyssinia, with 3 si1511t account of its iieighbours. 
1 trust that tLis Report mny &st your Lordsliip in dcci&ng clmrly tlic coiirse to bc 

jiursued witli roS-xncc to Abyssinia. 
S!ru.ggling \vitIl the diilicultics of the Abyssininn character md instittitioiis ; hffled 

by llieir iporance, and inorc by the wnrit of r:ny supremc sutliority ; 
Obiiscd Li my position to be rcco~poized as n fiicnd to the Abyssjninn nation, yet farced by gc.ogi6np ilcal 

aircut~~stnnces to residc partly at aTurkisl1 port, whcn: the Gûvei*nor rrecestnrily regards 
rno ~vit11 suspicion ruid liztrcd, as one scducing frni~i t ~ i m  tlic nlle mce of h i n  s l a w  ; 1 con 
scerccly corivey t o  golir Lordship an idcs of the difficulties 1 Iirid to contend with, 

1 cnclosc also a mzp which gives n rough notion of tlie northcrn îson'rier of Abp in i a .  
The course of sevaral of the rivers tlicreiil laid do\m d l  not bc found in a i y  other 

rniip, a l d  have becn hitherto the subject of much discussion nnlonpt pgrnphen.  Your 
Loirlship may dcpcnd upon t11e pneral accmacy of the mop, tIioiigh T do not pretend to  
astronomicul exactness. 

Botli the inap and the rcpoi.i cire coiripilecl cntircly h m  niy personal obsei~rations. 
1 h a ~ c :  bc. 

(Slgncd) WALTER FL07\9EN. 

Inclosui~e in No. 184, 

Report." 

NORTHERN ABYSSINIA is a Stittc isolatcd frorii tlic sco and fi+oia the ~ i v i E  zr 
woi*lcl by suri.ot~udin,o ti.ibeç of savases, ruid is filet Iapsinç froiu its forrucr coiiditiaii as 
Christian rcaini, qo\:crncd by ouc nbsnlute Sovereign, into siib-di~lsions of smdl tribcs, 
tliiit Nil1 htxxnftor retuin probebly little of religiori inq civitizatioii. 

It is separüted nlso fioui its kindrcd provirice of Slio:i ùy sî.rcng aiid fieicc races cdiccl 
Galla, who arc independent, uot\vitliatatiding tlie boastful titlc of' Ring of tiic Gallas 
assunieci by SnltcIa Selassie and Liis siiccessoi; 1v11ose actiial dominions do not cquril n fil'tli 
part of tlic GnIin territory. 

The coüritq tlint I nunc Nnïtlicrn Abysçiiiia, niici t1-1)ich i s  itiliabited by profeszi~ip 
CiEii*istinns, is abaut 400 iniles in  ierigtli %ni e:ortli to soiitli, iucliiiing wosteyly, zaiid 300 
in its ~rentcst brmcltli, \vhioli & fisoin N.H.W. to S+S.E., thnt is, li.oi#i tlie nciglihourhond 
of b.Iwsoivx.li fo tlic tcima of Ayjiibay iii G'otIjain, and fiuix \i:ct!rliayuec, tlic liiiiiîs of die 
Egy]>tian doinitiinn iu thsd quarters, to  tlie bort1ei.ç of E h h  bclonginz ro Siioa. 

1 ts nortli-~vcsteru and \~estct?i iioiindary i3 fol-~iied by tlie I'ashalic of Sciii~aür ; pmtly 
011 tlic wcst and to tlie soutli-n'est vast fossts, 1i.quanted by wiid bwsts, or h ~ t  plains 
inhabiteci bp iieyo races, cxcludc Abyssinùl i iam tlie tiavigihle PEU* of the Blue Xile. To 
the south, +tint river, ail iinpetiious torrent, fo~ins its boundary, ali~iost its sofcry. fronl ehr 
Gallas-csccllent hoi.sernen, trhose d e l i ~ h t  is \iT\.ni.. '1'0 the eûst anci sourii-east tbo Gallas 
of Borana, PJrillo, 1TToi?ek~airnruio, aiid JVoi~ükallo, wp~tïitc it, fïoni Shm. Thc tlim Inst 
are tlie sti.ongliold of Islatnism ; riiicl tilieac are anain barrcd frain the sca by the s a v a s  
Adaiel, by aliose hordcç, led by Mnliommed drciyne, Abyssiiiiii mas naîrly destivycd, 
~vlieii saved by Poi.tupl and tlie inh.oductiort of Grerii.ins. To tlie c~!\~iii.d r i g i n ;  more 
iiortbcriy, crtlier tillicç of G d l ~ s  cnlled Arcga atid Azobo still interpose b e t ~ ~ t w  Abjssinia 
and t l ~ o  sea-const : alid to tlic uortli-eost aiid iiartlk vnrious tribes jsitii various tonjuca, 
'i'alhls, Danrtkjl, Shilios, liIaS&bs, Bc., cverycvlierc scclude tliat liarilui, niiil Join tlic (loinin- 
ions of Abbns Paslin, iii tho ti-ibes of t l ~ c  Dcoi-Atrtecr, rulcd by f l~c  Pusha of Tafia. 
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Apmce,  in Ti& Thcy nrc nomridcs, ns al1 tiiüt T hnvc non t o  dcscribo, and cnll tliein- 
sc:Ivcs Mrthoiacdnns, thougfi tlicir crccd is f i r  iioili ortliocios, and 1 clo iiot fiuppose tlicrc io 
oric tlint: cnii rcnd thc ICornn. l t  is ccitniti tliz~t bv rlicir unccnsiiiq feud witli tlic 
Abyssini:iiis, tlicy linvc itcqiiiivd ii stroiip I i i i ~ ~ ~ d  ol' Ctiiihtjaiis. 'I'l\cy crit littlc oie no 
corn, niitl ncvci* so~v ; Iiïving oli millï aiid the flcsti of' goak nnd osen. 'I'liese arc gencrallg 
tliriviiig at; thcy have the benefit of two iairiv smsons, nrld 1i:suriant prist.urngc nearly al1 
tlic yenr roiind. Tl!c rniiis of Aùyssiiiia cstcnd to ivithiii fiftg os sisty rnilrs of tlic sca in 
the iiioiitlis of Junc to Septcuiber, and t11c filins of thc const air! mrinble tili tlic end of 
~lüi*cli, hoiii Octcbcr or Novcinber. Tlicy are unacqu~inted \ritli Iiorscs, and are rc1~ni.1;- 
nblo for bodily vigo~ir and spced of l'oot. Iii tbis proviiice arc tlic plains of snlt nnd sulliliur 
tIint  supply nli Abyssinin : LIic ruad froni thcncc to tlic sen is ncnrly a lcvcl plain, niid tho 
diilcct port is Bmpliylln. Tliis \vas thc rond tliat Mr. Snlt proposcd to opcii. It \vus 
t ~ ï w e r d  nt  y t  risk iiy nn Englisliinnn, Bir. Coffin, who still lives iii Aùysdnin, and Iiy 
Iiim riloiic. Flic Ençlisli Govertimcnt hatl, 1 bclicve, coiisentetl, ïvhcii tlir. ùcntli of the 
Ris IVclda Setsec, nnd subscquciitly tiint of hlr. Salt, prcvcatcd tiic furtlicï pro i.css of 
tlie nEair, mhich nns ificrwnrds loct siglit of'. Air. Coffin 1xrfoi1:ied tliis journey, 1 clievc, 
fout y-five y eius ago. 

I 
The ï'ültals arc now ti-cacherous aiid bloodtliirsty, cven tonarcL5 ccicli otlier; to 

s t rnn~crs  implawble i d  dnngcrous. Theg aix Iiospitable fi-oin pricle antl custoni ; but n 
liospitcible rcccption by no mcans insures the lifc af the gultst : niid wlicii a 'Iitltnl entcrj 
thc hut of Iiis islativc Iic liiys fiis sabre nciboçs Iik knce, and plnces Iiis spcar and sliicld 
rendy for bis grnsp. 1 attributc sonietliing of tliis i;cisc cliaractc~~ to tlic Iicntiiig iiiitiii~ 
of ttieir cliet; and it may Le gcned lp  observo<l atnonsst tlic tritcs wlio a i t  rio biwüd. 
'l'liey i1i.e iiripatient of :il1 yoke, and l b e  incicpencfci~t of dl law, ivitli hcrc :tnd tliere a mail 
posseusing, lilic the nncieiit patriarchs, sornc influence fi-on1 nse iiiid wcxiltli in flocks niid 
cnttle, or iri youtli frotn srripcitr and di1i-incr. Thcsc peoplc scnrccly iciiow tlic valut of 
inoney, niid tlic Turliisli Gosernrneot u t  l&sso~vtil~ of couac  iiialics no attctiipt to cil- 
courogc any commiinicntion. Tliey ;ire thcrefoin totdly ignorant of thc woi.ld witliout, 
savc t h e  neaiwt districts of ilbyssitiia, but 'unclcr bettcib inariageificrit aouid no doubt croivd 
to thc ri~ai*lcet of ~lulnssownti, wliicb is now oftcu unfiirnislied ~vitli the nwc;saiies of lik ; 
nrid t!ieir province mould sooii bc ns safe ro visit as any other part of t h  country. Tlieir 
siilphur sliould forin a valuable article t'or tracle, and tlieir twaitor!r niiglit be liishly cul- 
tivaieù, and would afi0rd much produce for cxport, baides brend for the inhrtbitoiits. 
Biiliiy yenis siuce a small body of Turkish troops wcrc defcatcd and destroyed to a mail by 
the Taltûls of Hlierlo ; liaving ~ ~ n t n r c d  ta advance idand  from tlic port of Ainl~liylh. 
'i'lio zttenipt. lias nover bccri rencned, and they have no gr i i son  ü t  t!iat place. 

Tlio Danalcil, who estelid along the sea coast for a h u n d d  rniles or nioime, spenk a 
ùidect of the Taltal Inngagc, and have much the snme cliaracter, beiug only pooiar, less 
\igorous, and 1s courageous tfiiin their neiqhbours of tbe niouiituiii. Not rnariy years 
siiiw both thcse tribes ourdiased stolen ebist ian bops, aacl snciificed theiii in soiiic 
superstitious rite. And altlioo~li onc of thcir diiefs assuid iue t l~n t  tliis 11mctice wva 
rliscontiiiiled, 1 doubt hini mucli. C'aniels arc bred iii geot numbers hcre, a ~ i d  tlic cattle 
niid sticcp of t'ie Dwinkil nrc nlso nnmerous ancl in good condition, but iiever apptrir 3t tlic 
hlassownh market, thougti \vitIlin six fiours' sail L.L a du11 c d  Ostriclies nbound, but 
are little liuritcd, firmrms being totsilly nnknonu. Elephnnts are plcntiful, ùiit arc only 
ldlled by il foa Abys4ninil Iiuntem, and in s~urill nurilbeis. Tlie wild nsscs air: nuiiierous 
on the coast, rlnd tlie 7xbi-a is ~ u i ( l  tg oxist il1 tlic interior, as ~ t ~ c l l  as tlic rliinoceros. Tlie 
wild ~isç is s~mctiines taken in pitç, his flcsli beiiig iiilily prizcd by tlie Arabs of Yemcii 

l 
as n~dicinnl  food. 

Tlie snlt lalcc of Boorrce, nmr the const, for~ned of n filtei*e(l deposit nt n loiver levcI 
tIinii tlic scû, fumishes flint aiticle for coiisuniptiori to  thc Sliihos, aiid soine provinces ot' 
TYgrd, but it is not  uscd as a circulating iiiediuni. 

To tho  nurthword of ttic Taltals is the poivcrful trilie of Siiiho, now dividcd into 
tmo brariclies, crilled Assowortn and Tora. Tlirough tlieir teriitorics pass nli tlic roads 
- -  : . , .  1 h 'T'h~;w Ioiinl~nrm i c  çnirl fn b n v  n ,-ln=,= nttinir'r 




