
International co-operation makes it easier for
financial and technical help to be mobilized in
an effort to preserve a particular species. Zoos
now play a major part in this kind of conser-
vation, in contrast to their former limited role
as exhibitors of exotic creatures. The first
Sumatran rhinoceros to appear in a zoo was the
one seen in Regent's Park in 1872, a female sent
to London after spending four years in
captivity in India. This female still holds the
longevity record, as she lived for thiry-three
years after she was caught. Two others were
sent to America, also in 1872, and one of them
may have been the one shown at Cambridge,
Illinois, on 4 September 1874, in the 'Great
Forepaugh Show'. By the turn of the century
there were specimens of this little rhino in many

European and American collections, but after
1919 when a female in Vienna died, there was a
gap of forty years, until two females captured
in Sumatra in 1958 arrived in Copenhagen and
Basle. The next group of captives, in Sumatra
and at Howletts, will be studied intensively, for
information about the rhinos' behaviour in
captivity may well add to the knowledge needed
for the management of wild or semi-wild
populations. It must never be forgotten that the
ultimate aim of the whole scheme is the long-
term conservation of the Sumatran rhinoceros
in its native land. If that can be achieved, it will
be another justification of the special interest at
Howletts in animals from the Indonesian region
and the great problems of their successful
conservation.

by Jimmy Shave

Further to our last report in Newsletter No.6.
1984, Kingo and Arusha are still the best of
friends.
With winter approaching we decided to take the
rhino off the pasture, to enable us to prepare
the paddock for next summer. During the
winter months and after a heavy snowfall,
Mr. Aspinall chose to let the two females and
accompanying babies out into a paddock deep

in untouched virgin snow. After an appre-
hensive five minutes the babies and mothers in
turn began to enjoy themselves — the
youngsters running through the snow looking
like miniature snow ploughs.
The summer of 1985 is going to be very
important to our rhino babies as we intend to
put their father, Baringo, back in with their
mothers Rukwa and Naivasha.

Rukwa in the snow
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