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taz2 Frenchk indo-China.

The seacoast of French Indo.China, which stretches from N. to
S. in an S.shaped line, is 2,500 k. in leagth.  Mostly throughout
this coast.line, cxeept at the delta plains of Tongking and Cochin-
China, high cliffs fringe the shore, tut at the mouths of large rivers
the lands a1e so cven and level that no shelter i found for ships,
the Iatier being obliged to proceed up the river mouth in order to
find an anchoring place, for example, ai-phong and Saigon, the
latter bring 65 km. iuland and vnc of the finest nalural harbaurs in
the Far East.

tll. Flora aod Fauna. As French Tndo.China has a warm,
moist climate, the land is favoured by luxuriant vegetation. In the
mountain districts, u large part of their area is under foresws, viz,
N. parts of Tongking, Laos, Aanam, and N.E. parts of Cochin.
China, The jungles of the low-lands, with their thick growth of
brushwood, are impenetiable and unexpleitable, bat the forests which
are higher vp conlsin an incxhaustible supply of fine timber and
also afford access to wood-cutters, Of the limber trees, the more
important kinds are the teak, raw, fim, ten, fram, latania (lalanier),
famarind (tamarinier), and ebony (¢bénier), besides many kinds of
bambons.  Among fruit trees may be nentioned mangostine (man.
gousltanier), mango-tree (nanguice), banana-tree (bananicr).

Indo-China also has a rich fauna. There abound the tiger,
leopaad, bear, rhinoceres, wild boar, Luflalo, fox, monkey, badger,

ud deer: and of birds, the peacuck, faleon, cagle, and partsidge.
Ia a word, the country effers ideal facilities for game-shooting,

I¥. Inhabitants. ‘The population of French Indo.China con-
zisls of Annamese, Cambedians, Tais, Chams, and aborigines (Mans,
Ménos, Lola, cte.).  Of these the Annamese are the most nimerows,
aggregating a5 many as 15,000,000; the Cambodians come next,
with 1,300,000, followed by the Tais with 1,110,000, and the Chams
100,000; the aborigines arc cstimated to number §00,000. Desides
these, there are about 300,000 Chinese and other Auiatics, 15000
Europenns, and 40,000 Xurasians, ‘Iaken altogether the inbabitants
of French Indo-China wmnber about 18,370,000, which gives ao
average of 24 people per kilometre, Yurther, as to their distribu-
tion, the Annamese live mostly in Tongking, Aanam, and Cochin.
China, the Cambodians in Cambcdia, the Tais in Laocs, the Chams
in Cochin.China and a part’ of Cambodia; the aborigines live
scattered among the mountains of the intetior.

Among these uative races, the Annamnese are more civilized
than any others.  Through the txperience of many gencrations they
make a pood agricultural population, but show liitle aptitude for
trade, ‘Threaghout Indo-China trade is in the hands of the Chinese,
‘The Tals live apparently by preference in mountain districts, where
they keep cattle and make hunting their chief occupation; they are
far below the Annamese in the scale of civilization. The Cammbo-
dins cogage in forestry, agricullure, fishery, and hunting.

V. Political Organization. French Tndo-Ching, which conprises
the eotony of Cocliin-Ching, Lhe protectorates of Annam, Cambodia,





