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THE CGAME DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REKPORT

For the Year ended 31st Decemier. 1957,

SECTION 1. ADMINISTRATION.

Expenditure and Revenue.

1. Approzimate figures for 1937 arc as follow:—

£
Expenditur .. .. .. .. 6,004
Revenue (gro ) . . 1107
Balare of Riovera: over oxpe anditar.: . .. 12818

(after deducting £1,700 etimated oot ol mlunul arlexternal
trnnaport of iwvory).

The revenue was derived as follows:
A et
*(a) Saleofwvory, rhinoceroshorn-and hippop tamus teeth .. 16507 & .7
(b) Game Licenccs and Governor's Permit. - 1565 €@ 00
Receipts from (a) show ap increase of about £3.000 on the 1936
figures: and from (b) nearly £900.

2. At the two ivory auctions the average price realized per Ib.
was Shs. 7,68 and 8hs. 7/10 compared with Shs. 6 and Shs. 6 55 in 1936.

I'rices realised at the quarterly auctions in Lendon generally showed
a stendy rise until the final (October) anction when there wag a drop.

The year closed with local prices for the larger bull tusks at Shs. 8 to
Shs. 7 per 1b. Owing to the Sino-Japanese conflict the ivory merket
at the end of the year was most unstable.

3. Game and Special licences issuod: —

1937 ‘73(1
Resident’s (Full) . .. .. . . . 264 i 21
Visitor's (l-"ull) .. . . . .. .. 500 [
Reaident's (Fourteen day) .. .. .. .. . I b
Vigitor's (Fourteon -duy) . . .. 4 N
Resident's or Visitor's 'I'wo ‘i‘lephnnta .. .. ‘ 127 8
Resirlent's or Visitor'n Third El-phant .. . . nY 16
Re idnt’e or Viitor's Thren Lluphnnh . .. . 20 P
Native's Twe El-phant . - . . 41 12
Native's Third Elephant .. o . .. . 13 8
Native's Threo Elephants .. .. .. .. o 12 ) &
Sperinl for One Black Rhinoceros .- .. . 2 -
Bird .. e . . . .. .. 750 G674

* The gros= value reuliced: from thishas fo b deducted costs of inzernal tran-port
in Uganda and external transport to ”\Iumbnqs, totalling about £1,700.
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4+ The increase of revenue from the sale of licence: is almost
entirely due to the steady rise in the value of ivory. which at one time
attained a maximam local price of Shs. 12 50 per . re=ulting in many
more Speoind clephant licences being taken ot Correspondingly there
has been a considerable jump in the sale of Resident’s (Full) licences.

5. Government jvory was. as usual, sent to Mombasa for sale.

T\?O auctions weze held at which the total weights -old and average
prices reali-od were as follow: )

Weigls fare price IR
B o ronhed. ReA T
My b £ sha rta She. rta,
Tuory . . - , .
Rbiste hospra, . . N ”“Hlf Ifl 7’;: : ot
Hippo tooth .. . o ‘. l; .S: I.‘ T
Noviantn ‘ o Ill
Ivory RIRY ; 7
Rhin - hvrn h-”‘l,". l(l) 95 l‘; :0
Hippe o th [ VT !.11: 6 _é
|
6o dvory, ctes
() Babu o : : i -
n 1[1 wmotore ab Momboaoa on st Deconbor, 103
Ty . . . 2
RbLin horna - o
Hippoototh . . i
(ty R ‘f“l‘\‘ bat Morsbesa betwern 10t Jan. 1937, and 216 Do, 1037 ’
vy . . . S

Lhano borns

Hippo teeth .
(-} Balunee i ator: st Mon

Tveoay

Ehino hovns

Hipper teoth

oo 3 Decvmber, 1047

thy Ll - at Mombaa on 31 ¢ Doy beer, 1936
Looaved ot Moasbasa darin - 1037

Sl dartrg 1047
Shrinloge

Balince nt Mombasa on 315t Decombier, 1937

Ilegal Killing of Game and Breaches of Game Laws.

T, Itis gratifying to record that serious infringements of the Game
Laws have again been conspicuous by their absence. though the smnc
catnot l)p snid of minor offences, mainly concorned with the utlawiul
killing of game and illegal dealing in trophies. which have resulted in
f;hf‘psll:ll convictions, Tt is evident that there is still a good deal of
illicit trapping of antelopes in some of the outlying nreas,

The unauthorised trade in o trich eggs s virtually dead.

8. Anincrease in the market velue of ivory is always a1 temptation
tothcen(wt:ilu»lderf: ftola(-qmrc the heavier tusks by means which would
not pass the test of close investigation: unfortun:tely this "ol
not p: 3 5 : ately this type of offenc
is difficult to detect. ! "l e

7

Game Ordinance.

9 The reduction of the fee for o Vicitor's (Fall) Game lience
from £50 to £25. and for a Visitor's (Fowteen-day) hoence from £15 to
£5. arve 11e most important alterations in the Taw.

Other amendments refer to the legal size of mesh ol fishing nets,
and to 1he removal ol “trout” from the Game Ordinance.

10. A new edition of the Game Depirtment Handbook wax issued
incorporating the (ame Ordinanee. the Trout Protection Ordinance. 1636,
the Sleeping Sickness (Fishing) Rules and  the Sleepma Sickne--
(Pegistration of Vessels) Rules. Amendments and Notices in for.
on 1he 3151 July.

Game Reserves.

Ll Al the reserves condinue 1o be wellstocked with vvild life,
particulaly the Bunyore and Gulu veserve. The new motor roal o
the Liwamba region li. made the Somliki veerve accessible.

The Lake George re-erve was visited fear tivas< and an abundanee
of gume—particularly elephams. buffalocs and waterbuch observed
on cach oceasion.

bn Febroary. in the Semliki reserve, plenty of gone wosein. much
of il very tame,

The Damba Islind rescrve was cloaely dudied inJanooy.

12. Tn recent vears 16 has been frequently suggested that poachin
by natives is the rule and nov the exception. so that it 1. interesting to
record that in the {ivoured localitie- of this island never have situtunga
heen so plentiful, or = tame, testimoay 1o the fact that they cun he
rarely subjeeted to undue molestation  Along the sholiered =hors line
and in the open glides in the north-east nmbers wers ohserved grazing
fearles-hv throughout the day.

13.  Hippopot»mu-e: abound thare ere probably about » hundred
and were often noticed tully expo--d feeding in the =hallow - in the middle
of the dav.  There are numerou troops of e common black faced
grey monkeys in the forest as well as many squirrel=.  The only predatory
Lund mammal ig a specios of mongoose, not identified. which discovered
the camp on the first night. and thercafior was a most pursistent raider.
Otters are commorn.

Crocodiles are generally  distributed around  the shores,  thourh
luckily not in large numbers.

A few unauthoriced fishing camps —one just abandoncl -werc
found and destroyed.

Bird life is plontiful and varied, including spur-winged goese, Ly ptin
geose, pygmy geese, Lnob-billed duck el African snipe: nuny migrint
waders were alto observed .

14 As it s impossible to guard Damba Tslond effoctively and a-
it- south-western end adjoins the inhabited island of home. one ha:
to rchy to a great extent on the cc operation and goodwill of the lu-al
natives to respect the sanctuary. [t is gratifying to lnow. as revealed
by the situation in January. that the sanctity of the reserve is generally
respacted.
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100, Tn 1936 (mot previously reeorded) 2 hippopotamus overtinrned
a cance near Kauebo, and the four ocoupants were drowned. Other
fatalities due to the attacks of hippopotamu-e: have been reported
from this locality and the ncighbouring Katonga bay in previous v

101. Near Kinywante on Bu-si I-land. at the various lindings
on Bunjako Island. and at Kutebo alons the Victoria Nyvanzi coust.
in We-tern Mengo. the depredations ot crop: have a<:umed alarming
proportions, and the hippopotiunuses roan far inland nighily.

Seven were killed. two on land after dark. in the vieinity of Katebo:
one big bull, a persistent garden rmider, was by far the biggest so far seen
in this lake.

The heed instinetl ig stronger in the hippopotamns than in nost
specics, andd ineach cse of the Gve Killed i the water, the remaitder
of the herd or party Lept in the vicinity after Ahe carense bud Qonted
to the surface untit either it was cut up or had been towed away.

102, At Kichwamba in Bunvaraguru. Ankole. a native was killed
by a hippopotamus which he was trying to drive away from his crops.
It frequented a small erater lile nea by and wi eventually killed by
the vietim's friend=.  In October o hippopotamus overturned a canoe
near Jmjas and the sole occupant wa drowned.

103, In April hippopotamusc., had become such a nuisance to
tho Scse islanders, not only raiding cultivation but atticking canoes,
that a hunter was detailed to deal with the situation and accounted for
twenty-iwo.

In Buddu (Masaka) a hippopotamus wis killed in the course of
a fight with another.

On Christmas Day the game guard had to shoot a hippopotamuy which
rofuged to give way on a nwrrow path when a party of visitors werce
wilking back from the Murchison Falls

101, At the end of May » number of carcases. seventeen were
counted, were reported floating down the Kazinga Channel from Lakc
Ceorge towards Lake Fdward. There s further reference 1o thi
mortality in the section dealing with Divcases of Game.

105. Tn spite ot the per-istent hunting in the Nile. in which river
(out-ide the game reserves) it i+ not protected. the hippopotamus is
plentitul all along the Albert Nile from Pal.wach to Nimule,

10G. I hite Rhinoceros.  'There is no definite information at present
available of existing white rhinoceros numbers, but reliable observers
report. o noticeable increase over the 1905,

Young were found to be nnusually nuimerous in the Righo vegion
of the West Nile Diztrict during 1936,

107, Tn mid-March a white rhinoceros was found dead near the
wonth of the Poligo ov Cimgo river. just north of the Righo swamp
in the West Nile District.

In all. four were found dead i the West Nile Distriet and one in
West Madi: in no instance was there reason to believe that the cause

of death was other than natural.

The Assistant District Commissioner of Madi reports that the white
rhinoceros continues to be numerous in all except the more hillv parts.
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Arrangements are being made in the West Nile District nn(l‘ n
Wet Madi to et aide as saetuarie certain areas which e hoing
converted into forest recrves

ius. Black Rhinoceres. 1n Fa-t Madi the black rhioceros is
teadily inereasing ani can always he found in considerable numb: -
pear Liri. It glso cccurs near Zaipi and Gwere. where unfortunately
it has had a lapse from virtue and has been guilty of damaging cotton.
It is of course a brow:er which wenld account for its taste for cotton
bushes.

In Lango. also. complaints of damage to cotton plots have heen
general in some parts,

108, Tt goes to ghow how diflicult it can be to tey and precerye
aw species i spite of dself, and one muat sympathise with the Ditrict
Commissioner's plea: 1 would wrge that the claims of Homo sapions
should receive more attention. even at the expense of the unduly
favoured Diceros bicornis holmwoodi™.

There are still many black rhinoceroses in Eastern Acholi.

110. Giraffe. The girafle undoubtedly is increasing. In Fast
Madi there now appear to be two herd instead of ones in Pastern Achoh
i Karimoja and in Sebet it is reported to be plentiful.

In East Madi giraffe: have heen re-ponsible for some damage to
cotton plots.

111, A guard. who is a heen and capable naturalist, returned trom
the Lake Gedge region with 1 most amazing story which there is no reason
to dishelieve. Unsolicited he volunteered the information. which
incidentally he consideved a great joke. that the Karamojong in that
locality wanted givaile hair as formerly but beiug afiaid to Fill the animals
for which they wonld be severcly punished by Govermment. now wac
Inrge scissors to cut off the coveted Tong tail hairs from the sleeping
girafte !

112, Zebra. Complaint. of damige to crop: by zebra
in Western Mengo. are still frequent,

in Gomba

(B) Birds.

113, Pelican.—Several hundreds of pelicans are accustomed to
roost on the islets of Lake Karenje, a secluded expanse of water in
Western Ankole.  They waally start arriving from a northerly direction
about two o'clock in the afternoon,  The loeal fishermen sy the hivds
go to Karagwe to sy their oggs.  There is in fa(«t'a vibst breetling ground
in Karagwo amongal tho swanmpy sources of the Kagera viver. near where
the kings of Karagwe wre buried.

It is reported that somclinmes thers is a large flock of pelicans to
be seen on the Alhert Nile at Laropi (West Madi).

Ou Lake Fdward they are waally plentiful in Katwe hay, at the
mouth of the Nyamgasani river, and in the Kaianja lagoon.

114. Whale-keaded  Storl (Balaeniceps rexr)—This is
a widespread specics and by no means rare. though. being of a retiring
disposition. it i not often cncountered.  Examples have becn reported
from the Koich swamp- (West Madi). the Katqngsx_delta. L.ale on Lake
Kyoga and on the Mpologoma in the vicinity of Kaliro.
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