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168 T H E  LHOTA NAGAS PART 

doing the Liritang ceremony a t  the beginning of liarvcst a 
man must make a small offering of rncat to  his 0ha.l At tho 
time of the Pikuclmk " genna.," too, all possessors of rice o h  
must inspect thom, taking care to wash tlicir hands both 
before and after. 'It is curious that  tlic reason givorl why 
the Nyimshamo Itindred of the Othui clan in Yokliurn 
cannot set up stones after doing the mitl~an sacrifice, is that  
they have never been allowed to touch the village o h ,  
when tliey had to be carried on migrntion, or iridecd to have 
liad anything to do with o h .  Wlint the connection is, liow- 
over, between the two kinds of stonc is not precisely stated. 

Charms. Love potiolis are commollest ill tllo villages near thc 
plains. I remembcr a youthful nidow of Sanis who was so 
indiscreet as to  get engaged to two rncn in two differcnt 
villages a t  the same time. When the tangle was brought 
t o  me to unravel slio said she really had only meant to get 
engaged to  one, but the other one liad rubbed a love charm 
on her neck-at least she thought that  was what lie must 
have done, though she hacl not actually noticed him do so. 

Certain old women arc supposed to  possess the knowledge 
of these charms, which is handed down from mother to 
daughter. One Amliono of Pyangsa is said to retail a root 
called l o h ,  wliicll 11023 to be ground up and give11 to the shy 
loved one with cooltcd fish.2 If the suit is hopeless tlio 
recipicnt of tlio root renloves all doubt by being sick on the 
spot. My informant had never seen the root; he had only 
heard of it. Anotlier charm is a fcather of a bird called 
tsentsii-probably mythical, a t  least I could never find out 
what i t  was. If a man can once toucli a ~voman's hand with 
this she is his for life. 

Witchcraft, in the evil sense of the word, was probably 
never common among the Lhotas, though the practice used 
t o  exist of making a straw image of an  enemy in another 
village, and after addressing it by namo   pea ring it. This, 
however, could novcr be done by ono Lhota to  another. 

l The Scmna nnd somo otllor tribes rub them with pig's fat.--J. H. 1.1. 
I t  may be noticod thnt the prwontation of &h by a mnn to  Ilk hotrothcd 

is t l ~ o  formal eign of tllo complotion of nn Ao 1nnrringo.4. H. IF. 
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It is believed to be possible, too, to bewitch a man by calling 
a stone or bit of wood by his namc and cursing it. This 
belief in the power givcn by knowledge of a man's namo is 
of course world-wide, and among tlio Lhotas gives rise to 
tlio custom of giving a false name a t  birtli in order tha t  the 
lurltilig evil spirits nithy go away tllinlti~ig they liavc the real 
name. Besides tlicir ordinary nnmo most, if not all, 
Lhotas have a privato name which is never revealed to  any 
but relations or intimate fricnds. If two rnen bear the same 
namc tliey regard themselves as bound together by a par- 
ticularly close tic ant1 address each othcr as akam. Similarly 
Ll~otas are pnrticlllu,r tliat no cnelny sliorilcl got hold of bits 
of their hair or clippings from tl~cir  finger or too nails. 
While tthc Naga Labour Corps were 011 their may back from 
France some Lllotas pla~med to offcr to cut some Semas' 
hair for them, and do " genna " with the clippings when they 
got home.' The plan was only just vetoed in time by one 
of their own headmcn. The comrnoricst charm against 
evil spirits is a kind of wild mint called rarakha.m (Ocirnurn 
la~i l icz im) .~ At all " gc~mas," or whon going to a placo 
supposed to  be haunted by evil spirits, a Lhota wears a 
sprig in the lobe of liis ear and rubs sonle in his hair. A 
small onion (sandhra) or a cowrie carried on the person 
is also considered to be effective. 

Apparently the only cliarm used to riiakc crops grow is a 
piece of rhinoceros (ntolung) bone liidden near the 
It must be many, many years since nny Lhota has killed ono 
of these animals, but I am assured thnt pieces of bone aro 
still carefully treasured, though they are never shown to 
strangers. 

Gliost stories abound. The following one, which was Ghosts. 
told me by a man from Rephyim, is typical: " One day I 

C f .  Apuloius, The Uolde~t ARR, CYinp. X V . 4 .  W. H. 
IEarakhant npponrs to bo tho samo as tho 8em11, prrlokhrc, which, how. 

ovor, wna idontifiod for mo RR llloala dianthera. I t  is quite likely that both 
plnnta are w e d  by Nngns imdcr the same n n m o . 4 .  H. H. 

The Aos erect a stout and tall rico plant on a picco of bamboo and put 
i t  by tho fiold to mnko tho rico grow, by ite good oxample, na high from 
tho ground W tho top of tlio uplifted rico pla11t.--J. 13. EI. 




