
A B S T R A C T  

The h t n b u t ~ o n  and sutur of the 36 k r g a  mamnlal spccla In Kaokoland. South West Africa are given. 
The m u l u  are based on acnal and ground surveys conducted between 1975 and 1977. Of the 36 species, 
two are regarded as cxt~nct and seven endangered. I t  is recommended that for future asmsment of trends. 
aerial surveys be conducted towards the end of the ratny season. It is proposed that thc cnvironmcnl and 
arumals In watern Krokoknd be regarded as a national asset of South West Afilca with the highest 
conserval~on priority 

C O N T E N T S  

I lntroduct~on 7 

I1 Study rrca 7 

Ill Melhods 8 

IV Resulu I2 

l Vcrvct Monkey Cerrop~rhcrusp)getyfhrus . I2 

2 Chacma Baboon Popro unrnus 13 

3 Pangol~n Cfanu lemminrk~~ 13 

4 Porcup~ne Hysfru ofnmtawfralu 13 

5 Rla~k backed Jdckal Canu mrsomelar 13 



FIGURE 8 Thc d~strtbutlon of !he BurLhell 5 zebra. Eqrtlrs burchellrr onlrquonrrn I r l  Kaokoland durlng 1977 

total of l 200 to 2 000 for the whole territory. Joubert 
(1973) reporled 360, and Joubert & hlostert (1975) 
estimated 300 Hartrnann zebras. 

Drceros bicornrs (Linnaeus), 1758 
Hooked-lipped Rhinoceros 

This rhinoceros is today restricted to  the western 
region and southeastern corner of Kaokoland (fig. 
10). In 1975, lndiv~dual rhinoceroses could still be 
found at Oruzerna. Ekoto and the Heowa Vallev in 
the east. I-loweker, in 1977 no sign of these animals 

could be found. In facl, at nearly all the localities in 
the east. as  mentioned by Owell-Smi~h (1970) and 
Joubert (1971a), the rhinoceroses have disappeared. 
The home ranges of the rh~noceroses in Kaokoland 
co\er  vast areas (Jolrberl 8 Eloff. 1971). Individual 
recognizable rhinoceroses were observed at localities 
up to 100 km apnlt. Tl~rs Ic;~ds 10 ; I  ~nisconcel~tion 
in the sense tll;~t i t  seenls as i l  Ihele :Ire far more 
ri~inoceroses in Kaokoland, than in rc;~lity. Through 
careful annotation of lderltiflable individuals, only 
12 different rhinoceroses could be recognized in 
Kaokoland during the present study. Joubert & 
Mostert (1975) estinlated that there were 30 III  Kaoko- 
land but it is doubtful that more than 20 rhilloceroses 
were left in 1977. 

The Iiooked-llpped rh~noceros ne\er occurred In 
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large numbers in Kaokoland. Shor t r~dge  (1934) 
estimated only 40 to 80 between the Ugab River and 
the Kuncne River. In 1967 Joubert(l971 U) reported 
25 rhinoceroses for the territory and Owen-Smith 
(1970) estimated 150. During the study of Owen- 
Smith (1970) and Joubert( l97l  U), rhinoceros could 
still be found at  a number of localities in the east, 
but since then their distribution has become severely 
reduced. They showed a negative population growth. 
No calves survived during the study period. This 
species is regarded to be endangered in Kaokoland. 

ORDER ARTIODACTYLA 

FAhllLY SUIDAE 
S u b f a m i l y  S u i n a e  

Plracochoerus uefhroprcus (Pallas), 1766 Warthog 

Warthog was recorded from the Beesvlakte where 
they were common, north and east of Otjikowares. 
and a single observation in the Heowa Valley (fig. 11). 
This more or  less corresponds to  Shortridge's (1934) 
observations namely that warthog were scarce but 
widespread in the northern areas and that signs were 
found in the south. but none in the west. Owen-Smith 
(1970) found warthog in the eastern sandveld, near 
Ehomba and in the Hcowa Valley, whereas Joubert 



& Mostert (1975) recorded them only from the eastern 
sandveld, near Otjovasandu. Although warthog is 
scarce in Kaokoland, their status appears to be un- 
changed when compared to earlier accounts. 

H~ppoporarnus amphibius Linnaeus, 1758 
Hippopotamus 

According to s~ghtings and spoor, a maximum of 
four to eight hippopotami occurred at Enyandi and 
the Epupa Falls in rhe Kunene River during 1975. 
14owcvcr, in 1977 no signs or  hippopotamus could 
be found anywhere in the Kunene River. I t  is possi- 

ble that there are still individuals left on some of the 
small islands in the river, but for all practical pur- 
poses. the hippopotamus can be regarded as extinct 
in Kaokoland. Their numbers were never high in the 
past. Shortridge (1934) cst~matcd a total of 12 in the 
Kunene River, west of Ruacana. Owen-Smith (1970) 
recorded 10 to IS and Joubert & Mostert (1975) 
estimated four to six. 
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FIGURE 10 The dutrrbut~on of the hooked l~pped rh~noccros, D ~ m r o s  b~cornlr In Kaokoland durrng 1977 R~ngs lndrualc rrnglc 
obxrvauons ~n 1975 
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