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of this nature unlcss financial and other inducemerlt is offered. 
The villagers have no dcsire to  kill thc Rhino. 'J'he quest;ion 
is whether they can be suf1icicntly interested in their protection 
to rnove farther away ancl save them from disturbance. 

There are areas of suitable forest for shifting cultil-ation 
in another rescrvcd forest close to  the I<ahilu sanctuary, 
and as none of tl~c, villnges inside the sanctuary posstss 
l)er~ni~nent ficlds rc.rnov:~l to t hesc nc:irby areas shonld not 
causc great inconvcniencc. They ~vould, Ilo\vcver, a t  least, 
need financial help in moving their belongings and crecting 
new houses. Subject t o  these considerations the rcmo\nl 
of the villages and closing 01' thc area to a11 persons seems 
to  be a pmctici~l proposition. 

In the present s~tlall reserved portion of the sanctu:~ry 
all villagers' rights \\,ill have to  be c ' :L I~c (~ I Ic~  b u t  :LS tl~e 
existing rights belong chiefly to those villages which it 1s 
proposed sllould be rcmovcd, cancellation will not be a matter 
of great difficulty, if the primary difficulty of removal can 
be overcome. 

The final outcome of the  above proposals would be the 
reservation of an area of about .l0 square miles well suitcd 
as regards shade, fodder, arid \v;ltcr, in ~vhich the  Rhino 
~voultl be wholly free Prom tlist~ll*l,a~~ce. 'l'hc Iaslc of tile 
keepers. who work a t  present in very discouraging circurn- 
stances, would, moreover, be more simple. more interesting 
and, it might be hoped, more fruitful. 

SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND LOCAL - 
LEGISLATION FOR THE REGULATION OF 

IlUNTING IN FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 

The fauna situation in French Indo-China is governed by 
an Act of the 7th April, 1927, amended by an  Act of 27fb 
June, 1934, and supplemented by local decrees made by 
virtue of thc priricipal : ~ n d  amending Acts. 

Regirlatcd and Unregzila2ed Territories.-Indo-China is 
clivitlccl into t\zvo zones dist i~~guisl~ed a.s H~mting Territories 
and the Free Zone. Hunting Territories are those in \rThich 
hunting no&ally takes p1:tce and tlie adr~linistrative organixa- 
tion makes possible the effective enforce~nent of the provisions 
of' tlw Acl S.  'I'he Vrec Xoncs cornprisc :&l1 ~ e r r i t o r i ~ s  otllcr 
than the I lunt  ing Tcrritorics, that  is to  say, in effect, those 
111 ~cliich the Act c:tnnot for tlic time being I)e npplicd. 

The division of the country into the two categories of 
zones is t o  be made by order of the C~overnor-General in 
Co~uncil follo\ving proposals r~ladc by the hcads of the local 
;~dniiliistr:~tior~ on the :~dvicc OS the I~ls~~cctor-Crcl~er.al of 
Agriculture, Stock-breeding, and Forestry. 

Ily an ordcr of the 14th I)ecembcr, 1931, the Province of 
Tonkin. with certain minor exceptions : tllc greater part of 

' the Province of Cochin-China ; and the whole of the Province 
of Xnnarn were declared Territories and thus 
brought within the operation of the  Acts. 

The Exercise of Htmii~zg Rights.-No animal Inay be 
hunted esccpt in the relevant open season and then only by 
pcrsons e ~ ~ t i t l r d  t o  carry lire-arms : u ~ d  furnished wit11 a 
Ilunting permit, a hunting licence or a licence of destruction. 

, An exception is made in f:ivo~tr of olvnc:rs of private propcrty 
as regards hunting (esccpt during close seasons) on their own 
1)rolwrt J , :incl, of collrsc Ilul~t ing I'CUII i t s  n~ltl liccnccs do not 

ght\of hunting on private or on villagc, co~nmuniil 

11ific:ulce of thc tcrrns lillnti~lg permit (permis de 
mt i l~g  licencc (pnlentc de chasse) and licc~lcc of 

destruction (licence de destruction) appears in the folloxring 

re t111-ee forms of hunting ~ e r m i t ,  tvhicll we will 
S first-class (le grand perrnis dc chnsse). second- 

, class (le permis 0rdinair.e) and third-class (le petit pertnis). 
First-class perlllits are issued by the IIcads of the heal 
adnli~iistri~tio~l. T11c holder :L (irst-class permit is cntitled 

C 
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, , The most important provisions of the Acts are as follows :- 
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to  hunt all animals not spccifically protected, cscept ill 
sanctuaries and temporary reserves. They may also ltill a 
limited numbcr of specimens of animals partly, but not 
absolutely protected, but for this privilege they have to 
pay a supplementary fee in respect of each aninlal killed 
according to  a tariff ~vhich varies for different specics. The 
number ol' protected :t.nirllals that  n1rt.y 1)e killed :~ntl the 
fecs to  be l-~:~id in rcspcct of them is fisctl in cncll province 
by decrcc of the local (:ovel.nrnent subject to  the approval 
of the Governor-General. 

The Tarqf of a First-Class Pernzit.--By Order made in 
Rlay. 1!13S, thc price of a first-class permit was iiscd at 
130 pi:~.slrcs. T t  is availal)lc for one ycnr only. It co~~f'crs thc 
right to  l i i l l  nriy uriprotcctetl :tnin~alq. As reg:trdr, I',lel>llnnt, 
Rhinoceros, C:lur, Wild Iluffalo. ant1 Jjanteng the nl~rnbers 
that may be killed arid tlie additional fee per head :Ire as 
follows :- 

-4uthon'zed Stcltlber. rlddilioitcll Fee. 
2 Elephnnts . . pivstrcs 10 each 
3 Rhinoceros . . ,, 4.0 ,, 
2 Gaur . p *  40 ,, 
.% \Vild Bufl:rlo . . , V  20 ,, 
4 Uanteng . . ,, 20 ,,, 

The holtler of a iirst-class pcrniit r11:t.y rcceive :L hupple- 
mentary permit a l l o ~ ~ i n g  him to kill half :LS many again. The 
supplcnlelltary permit, the price of wllich is 40 pinstrcs, is 
nvailablc I'or three mc~ntlis orily. In  addition the holder must 
pay double the additional fee for each animal killed by virtue 
of the s~ipplcmentary pcrnlit-i.e. for :In lSI(~phnnt, Rhirloccros, 
or Gaur 80 1)i:lstrcs L L I I C ~  1'01. il, Ijtiffalo or 1l:~llteilg 50 ~,i:~strcS. 

The lioltlcr of a first-class permit must enter in a note-book 
which is : ~ t  t:~ched to his ~)crrl~it  the protcc.tec1 anirn:lls wl~icll 
he has kill(~(1 or captured with thc place and date of killing 
or capture. 

Second-Clnss Permits arc issued by the  mayors of rnunicaipal 
centres. Tlicy confer on thc holders the right to  hunt, except 
in sanctuaries and reserves. animals of tlie llccr, Pig. and 13ear 
families :incl " Small game " as subseqr~e~~t ly  definecl. There 

is no limit t o  the nuniber of animals they may kill or 
capture. 

l'he Third-Class Penttit, also issucd by mayors. entitles 
thc holder to  hunt only small game, that  is t o  say. IIarcs, 
Ilabbits. Clievrotains, Peacocks, Pheasants, Jungle F O T ~ T ~ ,  
Partridge. Pigeon, Snipe, and all migratory birds and w:tter 
fo\vl, exccpt SI ICI I  S ~ C C ~ C S  :IS : L ~ C  wholly or ~):~~ut,ly ~~rotectc*tf. 

T11e IIz(),ti)lg JJiccflce is issuccl to  pcrsons hunting I'or 
con~mercial purposes. It is issuecl by the head of the local 
administration. It may not on any account be granted t o  a 
clril servarit or member of the ~liilitary forces or to  travellers 
through the country. It givcs tlie right t o  liill, outside rcscrvrs 
:utd snnctuaric~s, :~nimals ol' :~11 ltinds esccl~t  t,llosc ~vl~icll :Lac 
specially protcctcd. A lioltlcr of one of thesc licenccs mi%y 
I)e nuthorized to  hnve in posscssiorl a reservc of arms accortling 
10 the extent of his enterprise, paying for each \yeapoll a 
supplement:lry tax annually. EIc may also employ r~ative 
hunters t o  hunt+ on his behalf provided that  each of them 
holds a hunting permit autllorizing him t o  hunt the particular 
game killed. 

Spccial conditions attached t o  a hunting licence are iised 
in each provincc by the hcnd of the local :~drninistration by 
dccrcc. 

I,ice~zces clf Uestructiotz are issuecl 1)y local heads of 
administration or their dcputies t o  Frcncllmen, Frcllch 
subjects, or foreign travellers. 'I'hev give t lic right t o  shoot 
t he larger ca~nivores. Tigers. l'ant hers. ant1 Lcopards. but 
nothing else. These licences are issued free of charge. 

JliscclIa,u.o~rs Provisiotls :tfl(,cii~lg Pcrtr~ii~s crlrd I;icc.~~ct..~.- 
!Ill permits : % I I ~  liceilccs arc nvailablc l'or one ye:Lr ollly. 
First- and sccon(l-class pcrnlits and licences of clcslrucl ion 
:Ire available t llroughout Illdo-China. l'llird-class pernlits 
:lnd hunting licences are a\,ailable only in the provi~icc of 
Issue. All permits and liccnccs are strictly personal and 
llon-transfer.zbl~. They must bc nccompanicd by a statement 

the civil status of the holtlcr rind rl~nrlis of identifical ioll, 
a photograph. unless, by reason of irnpracticnbility, 

CSI)ccially as ~.c.g:lrds the photograr~h, tlie head of tllc 
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adnministration makes an exception. Thcy lllust be s l ~ o ~ ~ r n  
whenever requircd to the agents of the local game vrartlens. 
If they are loht clu]~licntc~s lnay be f~~rnishetl.  

The charge for first- armd second-class permits and licences 
of deslruction arc to he uniform throughout Indo-Cliinn. 
Thc cliargc for other permits :tlld liccnccs may vary, being 
lixchd l)y locril ortlcr of t Ire r)rovi~~ci:~l t~d~lli~listraI io11. 

Frec ~~erniission to Bill or ri~1)t1lrc aninials for s~ientilic 
purposes may be accorded by the Govenmor-Ceneral. In 
such cases thc period for which the permit is available and 
the nurn1)ers of any species of protected animals that  niny be 
taken is limited by stipulat ioi~s nttachcd t o  the permit. 
Special persor~al pcrnmits may bc given a.lso to officials and 
others whose work involves isolation in rernote parts of' tlre 
country without regular means of communication t o  shoot 
:inimals for food. 

Persons lscho ?nag not receizTe Permits, etc.-There is a 
considerable list of classes of persons to  \\-l>orn no permit or 
licence of any sort may be granted. They :are chieflj persons 
who hare bcen guilty of offences. Perhaps the most interesting 
of these provisions is that  which prescribes that  a pennit shall 
not be issued to  a pcrson mllo, having had a pcbrmit, h:is 
more lhan t~vicc during the period of its validity invokrd 
the necessity of self-defence as an escusc for killing a protected 
anirnal. 

Natives riisy liunt by d:~y with spcnrs. l a~~ccs ,  ant1 1,ows 
and arrows without pern~its. 

Residents, t1iir.t is to say I'rcnch nnt ioiials ant1 Asi:ltics 
untlcr Frcnc+li protc.ction a ~ i d  dornic~ilecl i l l  tlic c*o1111tl*y, ]>:ly 
half pricc only for permits and half of any otllcr fccs. 

Nntio~~nl P~rli~r.-Tlre Governor-Gcneral ~ I I  Council J I I ~ Y ~  
on 1 hc atlvice of tlic 111sl)ector-Gc.~lcral of' A g r i c ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r c ,  Stoclc- 
breeding, arid Forests, and after consultation with thc local 
administration, create national parlis for the conservation of 
interesting animals. The regions selected are t o  be more 
or less wooded and will often be mountainous. IVithin the 
rlxtional park iiunting and, it appears, access will be forbidden 
L L  

111 order that the f:~una 11r:~y cont i1111e to live in pc:lcer 

protected from all activities of colonizers, tourists, and hunters 
with hounds. No concession for the establishment of agri- 
cultural or industrial undertaking may be granted in the 
reserved area and no building or other artificial construction 
of any sort may be carried out there unless previously 

~t ion ". authorized bv the local aciministr* t ' 
Temporary rescrvcs may bc institlltcd b?- 1oc:tl decree. 
In R N:~t i~r~: l l  Park and i l l  a tcmpo~.ary reserve i t  is 

absolutely forbidden to hunt, captllrc, or Itill any ~il:~m~iial or 
bird of any species by any nlearls \vliatsoevcr. \Vitliin therrl 
every kind of traflic in game and trophics is absolutely 
forbiddcri. 

Thcb only cscc~ptions to  t liesc rulcs arc suc.11 as arc ncccss:iry 
for the protcction of cultiv:~t ed grountls witllin tlic rcservcd 
arca and the protcction of the cattlc of tlic rlativcs. 

Sprcinl Protcclion of Srlcctcd Species.-The Covernor- 
Gc~leral or1 the recorrmmendation of the IIeads of provincial 
administration and after consldtation wit11 the Inspector- 
General of Agriculture and Stock-breeding may, by order, 
determine ~ v h a t  species of animals are to  receive special 
protcctiori and the degree of protection to be given to  each. 

Such ort1e1.s arc to  specify three categories of protectet] 
anin1:ds :- 

l. Reserved Gante, the capture or destructiorl of which, a t  
ally time, is absolutely forbidden. 

'2. Protcctcd G ~ t n r ,  the c;~pturc or killing of \v\.hicll is 
restricted, especially in respect of close seasons and the sex 

llu~lrbcr of animnls t1i:rt may be killed. 
3. Free Gu~ttc~. which errjoys nc.itllcr of' t h e  foregoing 

methods of protectiorl nlltl call be hunted without restriction 
dllrilrg I 1 1 ~  OJ)CII scliLson. 

The re]c\ralit 01.dcr was nl:ldc on tlic ldl.lll DCccml)er, 1!)31 
The lists of reserved and protected ganrc will bc found 011 

pages 39-40. 
A similar proccd~rre is prescribed for the prohibition or 

Strict lilnit a1 ion of certain metliods or instruments of hunting. 
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IIu?zti~l,o Seasolzs, etc.-The provincial adrliinistrations are 
authorized, by order, to  be published at least fifteen days 
before they take effect, t o  detcrrnine :- 

l. The open seasons for hunting ; 
2. The periods during which the hunting of anirnals of 

stated species is suspended : 
3. Methods and instruments olhunting\vI~ich arc forbidden ; 

and 
4. The occasions and circumstances in ~vhich drivcs 

(battues) of animals Inay be permitted. 

De.sfruciive Ani7,zals.-The provincial administration, by 
order, prescribes a list of tlcstructive animals such as Tigers, 
Panthers, I/eop:irds, etc., and other anim:rls injurious to 
cnttlc and agriculture, the conditions under which their 
pursuit and destruction are permitted. and thc circunlstances 
in which drives for this purpose may be ordered. 

iI1iscellaneou.s Provisiows.-It is forbidden :- 

l. To set a trap for any f ~ ~ r r e d  or feathered animal except 
such as are listed as destructive animals. 

2. To hunt by night with lights (except wllen a drivc of 
destructive animals has hccn authorized) or to  hunt by rneans 
of thc head-lights of motor cars. The penalty for the latter 
offencc is confiscation of the car as an  illegal hunting 
implement. 

3. To barter, sell, or buy any game or spoil of game during 
the close season for the g,zrnc ill question. 
4. To barter. sell, or buy any living game of fur or feather 

except undcr :L perr~lit for scic~~tific p~~rposes.  
5. To barter, scll, or buy a t  any time :my spoil of reserved 

or protected animals. 

Co~ltrol witl~'i')/. S<~t~c[ilarirs rind G(I?II~ Rescrvc.s.-l'or the 
protection of thc inhabita~its and of cattle and farm produce 
within the boundarics of sanctuaries and game reserves, 
village co~nrnunities and individuals settled in these areas 
may Id1 or capture wild beasts and destructive animals 
within the l in~its  of fan~led land. 

Trophies from large animals such as Elephant, Rhinoceros. 
Buffalo, etc., captured or killcd by virtue of this perlnissio~l 
become the propcrty of thc administration and must be 
handed over t o  i t  within five days. This applies also t o  the 
case of pervons who, not having a hunting permit, kill animals 
in self defence. 

Eqor!.-The cxport of live birds, \vild aninrals. and their 
spoils is reg~llatcd by ordcr of the Go\-ernor-Gen~rd. 
Within the country tlie possession, transfer, ctc., or wild. 
animals and their spoils is controlled by the local adminis- 
trations. 

INDO-CHINA. 

Order of 14th Decenlbcr, 1931, regarding " Reserved 
Game " and " Protected Game ". 

l 

1. Reserved Ganze (i.e. absolutely protected). 

l'enfowl. 
Egret. 
Elephant. 

I 

Fc~nale Elc:l)llnnt. Rhinoceros. 
Serow. Axis Deer. 
Black-footed Lsngur. Zld's Deer or Tharrlin. 
Gibbons. Langur of all species. 

Gibbons of all specirs. 
Loris. 
Flying hlonkey. 
Flying Squirrel. 
Pangolins. 
h1ar:tl)oul Slorks. 
Egrets. 
Black-neclted Storks. 
Waclc altd Giant Ibis. 
ul~sterrt S:rn~s Crnrles. 
Hhciriart or A l p s  

1'llc:~snnts. 
Blue Pheasants. 
Peacock Phcassnts. 
Great Ground Cuckoo. 
Pytholis snd all non- 

poisonous ophidians. 
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I 3. Proteclerl Game (i.e. Game protected by close season 
and limitation of number tha t  may be killed). 

Tonkin. Annam. Cochin-China. 
.Jungle-fo~\*l. Silver Pheas;int. Small Game. 
Cominon Phcnsr~nt. A r p s  Pheasa~~L. Phei~sarlts (all species). 
Silver Pheusant,. l'a~rtridge. Jul~gle Fowl. 
1':lrtridges of 1111 species. 1':lngolin. Partridge. 
All fur-benringgtlr~~e-Deer, 1Sgrct. Quail. 

Al~telope, I'ig, IIare. 1.1111g1rrs. Cranrs. 
(12l)ove :me protected by hI:llc Elcph:~r~t. Spoonbill. 

close sc:lso~ls d(.firlcd by G:III~. Snrr~l)nr I )ccr. 
C)rtler.) \Vild Cattle. Axis 1)cer. 

I3111lteng. Eld's l )cer or Tlinmit~. 
13uffulo. Duck. 
Eld's Deer. Heron. 
tlsis Deer. Tantaltls. 
hlr~r~tjac. Stork. 
Itrlc:~ Deer (ccnqrls T'rlicarln. 

rrri.slole1i.s). Arltc.lo11c. 
Swr~nip Dccr. (.4l)ovc :rrc protc,c91(~tl 
(Above are 1)rotrctcd d u r i r ~ ~  their hrrccling 

by close settsons de- scnsorls.) 
fined by Order.) 

N.B.-\fTe have reproduced the lists as received. They 
may require some anlclidment. It will be secrl for instaucc 
that  in the Cochin-China lists the Thamin and Axis Deer 
appear as both absolutely and partly protected. 

A CORNCRAKE INQUIRY. 

h inquiry is being conductetl undcr the direction of thc 
Ijritish Trust Sor Orliit hology about tlic prcscllt rlistribut ion 
of the Corncrake in tllc 13ritish Islcs. I cannot rcmcmbc.r 
when last I heard the harsh, monotonous. tedious call of this 
I~enutiful 1)ut unmelodious bird. Yct, thc whole of my 
))oyhoOd nlltl rllarly of I I I Y  years of Illore or I(.ss dihc.rcliol1 
were passed in what I might, tlicn have been tempted 10 
call a Corncrake-infested area, in the county of \ITiltshire. JIY 
most vivid recollection is of tossing in bed on a hot J u ~ l e  
night breathing boyish, :~nd sonic not too boyish curses 
~rg:~inst Corncr:~kes in gc~neral allcl <)lie in p:lrticular thfit 

~vould ilot let rnc slecp. It was always near eliougll to a n ~ ~ o y ,  
though often the direction of the sound changed. I observe 
that a notice issued by the British Trust for Ornithology 
for the guidance of obscrvcrs warns them against being misled 
by the bird's pentriloq~lial powers. I do not kriow \vl~ethcr 
there is any substanti:d evidence that  Corncralrcs actually 
possess ventriloquial l)o\vers. I t  is :l11 old belief. which as ;z 
boy, I rejcctcd. I coultl see no rcnson ~ v h y  this particu1:ir 
I~ird shoultl lii~vc such po~vcrS. c)r lr~iy practical iise to  urllicll 
they coulcl be t tn~led.  I knew tlmt a Corncrr~ke could rlt11 
very fast arid I guessed that  my enemy ran hither and yon, 
making his heastly noise and I wished tha t  he mould run 
niiles and milrs away. 

There w:ls onc pair, ant1 this ~vns  the sourcc of Iny sorrow, 
i l l  :L field very near t o  tiiy homc. 'I'hcy ret11r1lc.d year nf'l cl' 
year and we could guess 1\rithir1 a little where the nest 1~:~s .  
But we were discouragecl from looking for it. 11 Land-liail 
in the bag \$,as regarded as the finishing touch to the operiing 
of the Pnrtl.idge shooting : so the Corncrnk~ \va.s a favoured 
bird. 

I think it must be at least thirty years since I last heard a 
Corncrake. During tha t  time I h:tve IF-orked in London : 
I ) t l t  I had plenty of opportunity during n periocl of e1evc.n 
)cars wllcn I lived ill  Surrey and, (luring frcclucnt vis~t S to  
jl'iltshire and other parts of the country, t o  hear the Corncrake 
had it been there t o  hear. n'ow I \vould give n good deal to  
Il(*ar it-but 11ot for too lorig, espccinlly a t  night ! 

In \Viltshire the  disappearance of the bird was attributccl 
without tj~rcsiion t o  the introcluction of the rneclin11ic:~l 
0 .  l'lic British 'I'rnst for Or~~ithology suggest 1\\'o 
other possible causes-earlier rno\ving and the use of artificial 
1n:Lnllres. 111 the old d:~.ys of mowi~lg by scythe i t  was not 
l l l l~s~la l  I'or llic frtrllicr to givc instruct,iolls Lh:~t, tl10 sit.(' 
Of a Conlcr:~lie's nest. if kno~v11. as i t  often was, should be 
avoided. To do this wns less simple when the mechanical 
'nower was used and, t o  this estent, the  machine may have 
h e n  t o  blullle. Othcrn.ise there is 110 obviorls rcason why 
"lcchnnical nlo~ving shollld be n ~ i y  niorc d(.slrrictive of lllc 




