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Some progress, but concern remains 
about Namibia's desert rhinos and 
elephants 

In N o ~ e m b e r  1985 1 had t3e opportunitv to 
return to Namibia. which I had last visited three 
vears previously. and spent three davs travelling 
in Damaraland and the southem part of the 
Skeleton Coast National Park This area is part of 
the driest desert in the world and as the article in 
Orvx. October 1984 reported. ~vlth Kaokoland to 
the north. provides a unique habltat for sub- 
species of elephant and black rhino as well as 
other species normally associated with the African 
bush and savannah 

The elephant and the rhino are particularly tul- 
nerable there for a variety oi reasons. including 
the harsh habitat and the scanered nature of their 
tiny populations in a vast area. The latest news on 
the rhinos of Damaraland. however. is good. The 
rains of 1984 were plentiful and ?he water table in 
the valleys is high I saw three rhlno. all in prime 
condmon. Rhino numbers have nsen since 1982 
from 35 to a present 52. They are cons~antly 
monitored by BIythe Loutit worklng for The Wild- 
life Society of.Namibia and by arrangement by 
the Directorate of Nature Conservation 

The main stronghold of the desen elephant is 200 
miles further north in north-uestem Damaraland 
and the lower Hoanib and Hoaruseb area. Here 
the plcture is not such a happy one. and elephant 
numbers at around 80 are. at best static In the far 
north oi  Kaokoland a mere six animals still sunive 
in the area of the lower Kunene 

run bv local tour operators In hlnahoek iinc 
Swakopmund in full collabnrat~on ~ 7 t h  th, 
D~rectorare of Nature Consenation and \olun 
tarv bod~es concerned are also beneficial 

However womes remain The rnlno ~ o D u I ~ ~ ~ ~  
would be parhcularlv vulnerable to an\ re 
surgence of poachlng as anlmals regularh use the 
same route travelling 40 miles or more et e n  feu. 
davs to parhcular watenng holes Ir is also 
rumoured that mllltan bases maL be built in tbr 
north Not long ago there v as a senous ueil 
public~zed proposal from a locdl poilhclan to- 
tunately rejected that faclllhes should be sola to 
West Germany and the US for the dumping of 
nuclear waste In Kaokoland 

Perhaps the greatest danger anses from the 
continuing uncertalnlv over Namlbia's political 
future. which seems to have paralysed future 
planning. If  the situation detenorates. it is par 
ticularlv important that consenatlonists  world^ 
wide should be fulk aware of uhat IS ai stake. a n i  
be In a positlon to glve all possible help an? 
encouragement to those on the spot 
J C Lau>ley. 6 St James's Square. London 
SW1 Y 4LD. UK 

The problem of bore-holes 

Overall. poaching of elephant and rhino 1s being 
contained through increased patrolling by De- 
partment of Nature Consewation staff. whose 
numbers have recently been increased sl!ghtly. 
and by those such as Blyhe Loutit. u h o  are 
entirelk dependent on voliinrzn conmbxions 
and their own fund raising efforts Regular and 
prolonged visits to particular areas bw working 
conserc.ationists. together uith local media pub- 
licity and the full help and co-operation of rhe 
Council of the local Damam ~ e o p l e .  have all 

I was vent Interested in the plece Touards undey 
standlng the causes of famlne on page 2 of the 
January O y x  for ~t hlghl~ghts a fact that most 
authontles are vent slow and even more reluctant 
to admit Mv tralnlng \.$as baslcall~ as an ecol 
oglst -for foresh  1s largel~. applled ecolog - 
and s~nce  senlng In Ghana for 14 wears in tne 
1930s and 1940s 1 have been back 14  hmes to 
East South and West Airica Even when I staned 
tvork ~t was al~eadv clear that the and land such 
as the Sahel could noi be safel~ occupied othe- 
than bv nomads u ho uith the1 flockz an? h e ~ a -  
of grazers and brousen can d;e -mall patche3 0. 
mlxed vegetation scanered o,er d ~ l a e  are? 
seldom causlng anbthlng more than llmlted short 
term degradation for the nomad. had worked 
out a modus ~lr~rendl 

about bore- holes. Fi 
shal]ou. bore-holes ( i  
big river vallews. for 
are recharged as soo 
to flou agaln Man? C 
up to several hund 
mostly fossil uater. : 
earlier climatic or gec 
is finite and will not 
our era At first :here 
bring thelr flocks an 
which promptly eat 
Then the water run 
disaster for man and 
who sank the bore-h 
able intention is to ht 
emergency. bui in fi-: 

often even in a shot- 
reversible on15 at prr 

Second is the probl, 
drilling equipment rt 
capital and skill. so ' 
active-at a compie 
metre for Northe, 
American involvem( 
deep bore-holes in t ,  
table around Manils 
5 metres per annun 
go in largel~ ior bo 
very firm rule-tha 
officer or engneer 
bore-hole, this may 
an ecologist or lanc 
r a t e l~  assess the Ilk4 

In mv bme In Ghari 
encroaching Sahara 
was to blame a long 
happened tha: mo- 
of dlstncts rnrough 
uoodland margln 
c o u n m  and inls u 
There u a s  some C 

short term climahc 
.5C) ~ e a r b )  and the -. - - -  

helped and rhere have oeen no cases lecenrl. The  lntroduchon or  "rep b o r ~  iolc. ha. begun a torth ~ e - n a p -  10 to 
lnvol~lng the rnllltan U. ho 15-tn hehcopters ana process rhai m u ~ t  Itlac -0 alsas-e. 101 -ne -cqul;an there in the dampe 
modern weaponn are In a posibon to ac lrre changes are meters ble cenalnl~ In terns o had clea e~ldence  
parable damage The cspeaibons Into the area human generations Two points rnils~ be maat pcrhaps 12 mdes 
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