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I nave been asked by thd Editor of the Jaurnal or the
Nigerian Fleld Soolety to write somethirg about the ahootini L
and wild life in general, of Nigeria, Whilst ‘appreciating -the ,\“
‘compliment he has pald me,:I am & 1ittle inolined ‘to. depreoiate
the «valws of' my, respbhﬁse, kknoi; that I am'a tyro) for ‘the past
25 ‘years I have been’on'and off all over A:frioa', 1311‘!5 . beoause 14
have, 80 much’more to learn about Nigeria's wild Tife, 1ts ' “?"L"‘zﬁ

1

‘I do not personal . ¥ow of man{mgod books on the aubjeot
I am daring to approach, nor, unfor tely, of many good men ”
surviving who have cons:idera‘ble mowledge of the subgect as a
whole, but nevertheless, there is ones name all o.:. us could and
should rafer 13, nil.‘imbe:' Thompson. -

There are, roughly apeaking sixty different kinds of
animals in Nigeria not 1mlud1ng the smaller rodents, Some -

-of these are genera and 8peocies peoulisar to the South, but -

mo3t are common to both groups of Provinces. For example, you
do not f£ind the gazelles (Dorcas, Red Fronted, and Dama) in the *
South, nor the water-chevrotain, royal antelope, gorilla, = :
ohimpanzes, manatee, or mangrove otiter in the Northern Provinoces
As far as I know giraffe are peouliar to the North, and I make |
80 bold as to say only in the Bornu, Yola, and Benue Provinces,
The Sencgal Hartebeest is also, I think, a Northern animal, K
whilet I should narrow the habitats of the bay duiker, e
Ogil ngs and the red river hog to Southern Nigeria, However o
I oonfess I do not know thé fauml line betWeen North and South.
But then who does 7

mhs klipspringer and the rhinoceros are definite".l. 1ooated -
in the Noxrth, and the whits oryx, addax, and Loxd Derby's :
eland in the Chad territory, but will 80me one vlease tell me
1f addax nasomaculatus and %aurotragun Dexbianus Congolanus
are ever found west of Chad ? Again, has the bongo ox okapi
been found in Nigerla ? Or Meinertshagen's forest hog ? o
I have hunted in districts both of the Northexn and
Southern Provinces, but as the ‘xreader will have noted, I can
nly write in a general sort of way of the range of the fauna,
However, if this article breeds controversy, or elicits the .
muoh nesded information, T end other humble sportsren seek,
then 1t will not have bsen written in vain

Having touched on game distribution, I will now name & %

.}'

few good shooting districts, whare I have either been myself o
or-have had such reliadble information that I can take u; g
my pen and write about tham without fear of contradiotion. s
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