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area, covcrt~l at. IC,:ISI 5 : IC~CS, nntl Ill(. rcsult was :L grt111e 

, trap as devilisli in its cffcctive~lcss as  any d c v i ~ c l  by the 

i 
mind of man. I t  caught practically cvcrything illat entcrcd 
tllc arc:), ~vhethcl. tl1c.y c.;in~c in singles or hundreds. 

Once an z~nirnnl stan~pccled into thc  noose-eovcred area 
~vlicre the yrllo\v ro1)c.s were the  samc colour its tllc yellow 
grass, it had no nlternative IIUC t o  t ry  and break through 

, thc maze. bill fv\v i~~clt*cd succc~erl. 
\VC saw  tor^\ o f  n~c.nt rcady for tr:ln\l)ort. Thc11.e ncrc 

re~i~nants  ol' 2111 lor:tl :ir~irn:ils 1'1.on1 TI IOI I IPS~I~ 'S  ~ : 1 % ~ ' 1 1 ~ h  

to  zebra. girufrc, ant1 wc C \ ~ C I ~  countcd fivc striped unborn 
eland calves. 

SIICII slal~gl~t(fir is sup1,oscd to I)e illcgal, b l ~ t  game con- 
servation iri T:t~tg:illyika ha\ not arousctl t l ~ c  vitnl :rnd 
growing intot.c>st lhiil it IILLS i l l  An~c>ric.~t.. 

hfy csti111:ite of' tl~cs n ~ ~ i n l a l  life iakc~li by all thcsc- n:~tivc 
hu~iters f1w11 ill(. su r rou~~d ing  colt~itry tl1c11 fill(.(l with hrrrls 
on their dry scason tnigrztlion is 300 per clay. 

NOTE.--Mr. C~trlislc's c.spcditiorl was matlc in 19%. It is 
hoped tha t  sincc t h a t  d a ~ c  the Tangnnyil;n aclmi~ii~tmlion 
has becn able t o  c11ec.k theso c.omrnuna1 11urits.-ED. 

KENYA. 

SLAITGEI'l'ER O F  RIIINOS. 

AIITIC'I~E iTnonl " EAST AIWICAN S'I',INIIATID ". 
7tI1 h121 I~C' I I .  1!180. 

The poaching and sniuggling of rhi~ioceros horn has 
bcco111e ii serious 1)roI)lcn~ for 1.11~ ~ ; : L I ) I ~ !  D~~]) :~~I , I IK:I I I~  in spite: 
of the csercisc of every possible precaution :tnd vigilance 
by thc  Depnrtmcnt. with t l ~ c  nssist:~nce of : ~ d n ~ i ~ ~ i s l r n t i v e  
ollicers tincl tlic policc. 

Occasion:111y tlie ct~lprits arc brouglit t o  jllst.icc L L I ~  . I .~Ic  
punishnicnt is l ~ e ~ v y .  I n  :L recc~i t  c:l.se tricd bcfore tht: 
I\lombasn Resident Magistrate five 13arawa were charged 
with bcir~g concerned in the illicit ~no~:cmcnt ancl smuggling 



of 187 rhinoceros horns. I 'o~~nd g~l i l ty  the t WO ring- 
leaders \j7erc fi~rccl 2560, or three niontlls' rigorous ilnprison- 
ment in default ; one was fined g25 or in dcf:~ult three 
months' imprisonment, and the fourth and  f i f l i  wcrc fined 
g10 or in dclit1r1.L one n~ontll's rigorous irnprisolll~lcnl;. 

The 11or11s were purchssctl tlirougll irrtern~~di:~rics, trans- 
pol-tecl by lorry t o  Maliiidi, and there put  011 1)o:~rd :L dhow. 
I n  the course of his judgtnel~t. the Rlagistrate said that 
there was 11o d o ~ ~ b t  in his lnilltl but t ha t  all five accused 
wcrc in possession of or illcgctlly cx~)c)rted thcsc rliir~o Ilortls. 
" I imagir~c :L case involv i~~g stlcll ~vholcs:~.le slnuglitcr of 
rhinoceros 11:~s never been before thc  Courts of this Colony," 
he a,clclecl. " It; involves no Icss t l ~ n n  ninety-tlircc rhinos. 
Prcsumn.bly thosc: beastss live: i l l  the TJlian~ha lttrscr\.c and 
presuxncl.bly if tllcrc: wcrr: no rcc:c-ivc:l.s likc the ac:ctrlsc~d tlic 
\Val<arnl):~ \voul(l not c1est.roy rhinoceros." 

In  thc  1:~st two years thcrc 11;~s been a t rcn lc~~t lo~rs  iticrcase 
in poacliit~g, clue t o  t he  fact l.liat rccclit droughts resulting 
in food sliortages, and the  increasing inducc~~icnts  offered 
by dishonest trac1t:rs (t,l~ernselvcs pro~nptcd  1)y t he  huge 
prices wllicli the  horns have lately realized) lmvc tcrnpted 
the native tnorc and  more t o  take par t  in these prolit.nble 
i;enturcs. 'L'hrir task  h:ts I~eon I-endered casior iri that 
tlrouglits I l : t ~ , c h  forced rhinoceros t,o concc!ntr:tt.c at; \\f:lt:er- 
holes. \vli(!rc: thcy I~ecomc cS:tsy marks for thc poisoncd 
:mows of the hunters. 

Poi.sorretl A.ln.o~.s.-It is interesting t o  note t1i:~t the 
W~lk:~.ml~:t ol) t : l i~~ tlieir sr1pl11,v o f  ~)oison from the  lV:tgi~.i:lmn, 
by whosc: hnlltls !)D pcr cct11t; of . L l ~ c a  ~ ~ o i s o n  is I I ~ : I I I I I S ~ ~ ( : ~ ; I I I * ~ ~ .  
It is barLerecl for shccp. goats, cattle, rhinoceros I~orns, 
and moncty. The main ingrc~clicnt of the  poison is ol~tained 
from threc sl)cc.ies of Eupliorl)ia.. arid the  1itl:~l c!o~ic:octio~~, 
a congealccl black substance, is retailed in neat black sachets 
r~lnde of tlrictl leaves hountl ro~lnd  wit11 string-mcnsurir~g 
:ibout :l illch(:s in lengtll rtl~cl about llalf an  itlcli in circrlni- 
ferencc. Quite recently tlrc: i~.cln~inistrxtivc :i.r~tliorit.ics in 
the Kitui :I.~c:L collected over ~1.00 111. of this poiso1.1 which 
was being peddled by l%Tagiriama t o  natives in t ha t  dist,rict. 

This cripture alone r (~pn :a i l t s  a pot.elit,inl s111)pIy of poison b . for 25,600 nrro\Irs : onc call t.hen re:~lizc the trade which is 
I. takirlg place in this tlcadly rnanufncture. 

L,noving the Booty.--Armed wit11 poiscmed arrows the 
b 
, mnmudcrs roan1 t,llct g:rnlc areas, sl:l,~lglltct.ing rhinoceros 
I :tnd t,r:~clii~g theill t,o t1c;llers. Therc'~~l%cr Lhc horns arc 

surreptitiously remo\.cd. concealeci in pctrol tins, chop 
hoses, trunks. bilndlcs of hides. nncl otllcr receptacles. 
A cotnrnon ~net.hod is to 11:tck thc i i~  in pc41.ol :tncl othcr tills 
togctlicr with gliect. 'I'll(: t.ins arc thrn  soltlc.rccl up and no 
clues csist a s  t o  t.l~cir illegal co~~tcr l t s .  IVniting thcir 
op~~ortunity,  t,he c1e:llcrs rc:rilove their huul either bp lorry 
or ol l~er  mcthods, ci t l~cr  t.o the  coast or  ~lorthwnrcls. 
T r : ~ t ~ s h i p ~ ~ ~ e l i t  by dhow is :ui easy t.:lsli, tllc lVast constlil~c 
offoril~g ilinurncrablc~ ol)l)oi-tunitics for :L I)o:tt \\-l~ich has 
obtained its clcar:tr~c-c. 1):~l)c~rs t o  put i l l  :tg:iiti uildetectcd. 

\ \ : hc~~  tra~lsportitlg ovrrland, the  impossibility of an3  
proper patrol of tllc. Itnliar~ Sornalilnntl frontier enab1c.s 
thc smugglers t o  cross t.hc border with i~npl~ilit,y. There is 
littlc doubt but  t ha t  pr:tcticnlly all tllc s~llugglecl ivory and 
rl~irlvcerus llorn finds its \vay into Italian Somnlilnnd either 
by dhow or overlaild I)y c:tmel or lorry. nntl 1111til that  marlict 
is closed t,hc nutlioritics :we faccd \\,it11 a trcmcndous task. 

Ifnlinn Positio~l..--011~ nat~trally asks. " \Vhy do tlic 
Italian authorities allo\v it ? " At thc  momctit ivory or 
rliirioccros honl call c!l~tcr 1tali:ul tcrrit,ory in any  way. 
It is thereafter thrown on t o  a n  open rllurliet, purchased 
:~r~tl  rc-c:sl)ortcd in ortlil~:~ry trading vcssc~ls t.o :l11 parts ol 
the: ~vorltl, oftcl1 .[.c, 1Jril;isll posscssio~~s. (2uitc rccrntly 
a coasttll trading si;c::tiner which h:~d come down from 
Kisinny~t, calleci a t  I,:tlnu carrying 500 111. of rhinoceros 
horn. Quite Ir,oitit~~:~Ic export froin Itnlinli Somalilnnd, 
I~ut  where did they come from in the first place ? Again, 
iu J:~riuary, n visitor to I<ismayu fout~cl t l ~ c  ~vliole of the 
floor of the  custo~ri Ilortsc covered wit11 rl~inoccros horns, 
many of them ob.cliously horn recent kills. 

When i t  is realizecl t.1iat rllirloceros w e  very scarce in 
Italian Somaliland, the conclusio~l is obvious. U11les.s and 






