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BIG GAME SHOOTlNG. 

By '~'HRODORK l<, HUHBACK, author of " Elephgnt 
and Selahrlg Hunting in Malaya" (Rowlad 
Ward, Litnifed, II,ol~doi~). 

'I'hcre is n certain fascination about 
towucttan. thc e\preh3ion " Uig Game Shooting " 

which appeals to most Britishers, arid 
a cou11ti-y \tiiich provides such shooting will invariably 
1x sotight after by a certain sectian of the sport-loving 
comniunity from our island home. 

Mnlayn tras been visited up ru the prckertt by very 
few sportsmen i t \  search of Big Came, chiefly hcawc 

'very few poplc know anything about thc country ar 
a field ior the Big (;arnt. huntcr, and also because the 
many difficulties to be encountered bave frequently 
proved on enquiry to appear so grcat that the would- 
be hunter-visitar has turned hi5 attentions to some 
1mter known locality. 

But the difficulty of ot>t,taitling a trophy gctlerslly 
enhances its value to thc possessor, and those who 
are prepared to facc a certain amoant of bard work 
and inconvehience, and are well posted up with 
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take \\.hat \ v s  r1cccss:rry Cor ttlc " cotnirlksariat," and 
depart up-country or wherever n e w  of gamc t ~ u k  orle. 
If hfalay coolies are treated like children, arc trot 
asked to do ~nuch work or carry 1:lore than 25 to 30 
polurds a day, arc allo~ved to a~ r~usc  tl1err~se1vc.s :G 

th-y think best \shell ~ h c  day'& work is over, even 
thottglr tlicir singing does set vlre's tecth 011 edge, tilt: 
sportsman will find that he can manage fairly well w i t h  
them, and that they will enter illto the spirit of thc 
enyedi~io~~ as f ; ~ r  tlrcir irr:clligcncc will allow the111 
to do so ; but if, on ~ h c  othcr hand, thcy arc treated 
at all Irnrshly ur cvcn like what thcp really are, 
paid scrvanu, they will sprtld 1ao5t of their ~ i ~ n e  
sulkitlg, and will 11ot hclp towards the enjoymc1.1 of 
the lril~. 

Big game shooting i r ~  Malaya nleans the 
'rhc (;.m% hurlling of clcpllant, si.!A&ng (thc local 

type of Uos G'nunds), a d  rhinoceros. 
Oil a shooting trip the gatlle %ill have to be searched 
for and tracked until found, X lucky chance 
may. give the hu~:ter the opportunity of silting up 
for a tiger, but such chance should in no way Le 
counted on. 

Elephant anti sslidang, on 11ic othcr hand, I)e 
found 4 t h  fair ccrtilinty in many places in the I"cdc- 
ratcd hlalay Slntcs, arld although with the opening up 
of the country one ha.. to go farther afield to reiclt the 
hunting districts, facilities for tr;~vel have so much im- 
proved since thc advent of the automobile that one is 
able to rcach a district in a day which a few icars ago 
~vould havc taken thrze or four to  react^. Tfiere is 
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~ l o w  littlc hunting to be obtained in Seiangor or Negri 
Sen~bilan, the greater portion oi these countries llnve 
becn awned up with roads and railways. sr~d it ~*onld 
not be urorth t!le white of tire visitor to try and ol~tajn 
game in eithcr of them. In ller& elephants are still 
to hc fvund near the coast, snd in Upper Perak sii'lh- 
dang, rhinoceros and elephant call still be obtained, 
but the State where by far the hest shooting is likely 
to he accon\plished is thc castcrn St:~tc of Yahang. 
Very iittlc of l'~+ang has been o p n c d  up, and thcrc 
ate rnarlp valleys which $re sparsely populated, 
arc well watered, and hoid quantities of big game. 
The State of Pahang is watered mainly by the 
I'ahang river, which is the tmne given w the river 
wade by the junction of the Temheliog at~d Jelai 
rivers ; there are numerow orher smaller rivers wl~ich 
help tn swell the hraad floocl of thc i'ahan~, nutably 
the Krau, the Semantan, the Triartg, thc Hem, ttic 
j i n l ,  thc junipol, thc Luit, and &c Lepar. All these, 
which are navigable for small boats for sonle distances 
from the nuin river, lead one to good htlnting grounds, 
and a trill of a couple of ~rlonths spcnr in Ywbang i x ~  
search of big game would, with rwsonable luck, result 

- in success. 
It tnust, however, he remembered that the huntirg 

b difficult, that although there is plenty of gamc to be 
- found it is not always easy for the sisitor, who would 

presumahiy 'be ignorant of the Ianpage, to get the 
" villa+= &falays to work for lii1-11, artd ~r~ang disappoint- 

n~ents must be expected before good trophies are 
obtained: The best rewards will come to tho-X who 
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disturbed, however, they iufly reajise the danger of the 
salt licks a ~ d  travel long disraaces after their visits, 
tlic trarking of a beast from a salt lick often hcing a 
long alfair ; on the other hand, if a lick-is visited which 
has txen left unvisited by man for some months, i t  is 
quite possible tlrst the beast may be found lying up 
close to the ,wilt tick and every precaution should he 
taken in approaching tile spot. 

I t  must be borne ill ~nind, however, that i t  is not 
a legitimate way to obtain game by waiting for it ill 
x salt lick: ill fact, under the present game laws it  
is considered a sseriaui; offence. Tn the wt. i t  has 
been a commorl practic? for hlalnys and S&ai to 

build rttuchanr in s i r  licks and wait for :he game 
to come to them, instead of trriciing it in the 
jungle. 'This habit is now punishable by a heavy 
fine. 

l 

Fresh tracks picked up in a salt lick r n ~ y  have 
Iteerl made by scmc bea~ now n ~ a t y  ri~iks away. 
It is, of course, zn extremely intexesting experience 
to find tracks in  his way, and cventualiy to bag 
tfir same b+st hours i ~ t e r  after long and cateful 
tracking. S o  slwrtsm;in wor:hy of the name wu111d 
think of sitting up in ii tree to siioot such a 
magnificent hast as a wiid eiephatlt, ur a si.i$tial,g, 
or n rhinoceros. 

Thcrc are two species of rhi~tocerus 
ti) be fo~trifi in the Malay Pcnibsu~a, Hhtmcerns. 
the J a v ~ n  rhinoceros (rhi~~o~-uo.c J L I ~ I -  

hicus) and the Sumatra:~ rhinoceros ( t 4 i t r w u s  
~ t ~ m a f n n s i s ) .  The forrricr i s  very rare,' nr~r!, as far 
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as the  iter er knows, has never been recorded south 
of about 4 dgrccs corth of the equator. 

The Sumatran rhinoceros is still to bc follnd in 
rulnute spots in the mountain range which forms the 
backhorlc of the Peninsula. Their hunting requires 

I 
a very comidcrablr zmount of pcencc  and a good 
deal of endurance. A rhinocerm is onc of the 
mosl cuaspcrating animals to hunt It loves the 
hiib a~id adorcs tlie rr~ountains, Trnlllrdia!ely oil 
&coming aware that it is being foll~wcd, i t  wili 
make for h e  steepest ground that it can find hi the 
ncar vicinity, and iu short sturdy legs soon make 

l short work of any mouri~zin sidt-, however sleep 
A rhir~oceros thinks nothing at nil of goirig stririghr 
up n thoil-wnd feet or so for the plmsure of going 
stnigtlt dowri the other side. KO zigwgging about 
for him, no hammering down a p~h in iront of 
him in  the way an elephant docs in s:ccp ground, 
jut a sharp dig his thrw toes, and pollably 

iiitlc gritli~ig of his tee!h, and up be goes until 
he the t o l ~  

A rhinoceros, h o ~ e v c r ,  is a fa11 until hc gcts the 
h~n~cr ' s  s e n t ;  then he bccomes one of the wisest 

in the jungle. I n  11un:ing rhi:loceros, ;he 
chjef ~l:ing to do is to try arid lucixtt: hirn bcfore 
he locdes you. This is vcry dif3cult, becacse n . 
rhino dues not mmke much noise feeding, only 
-siol,allg breaking down splings to feed o n  the 
~ Y L - ,  and when he slcep, which hc  docs quite 
f ~ ~ u a t t l y ,  he m a k e  no noise at all. He  ha*, 
Ilo~eyer, llujte an cxlensi\u \gocabulaty of his own, 
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consisting of little sq~~eaks  ar~d chuckies when ire is 
feeding or wallowing, rro d o ~ ~ h l  to shnw his content- 
rrrcnt, ancl roars and grunts when alarmed, no doubt 
to  Lry and pass on some of his owri fi'kr to thc 
source of his alarm, and somctlmcs the hunter can 
locate him by the sounds he makes in this way. 

1,ike all other branches of still hunting :ind bun:- 
ing by tracking, luck cntcrs into the thing a good 
dcal; once on the red-hot tracks of a rhino, n little 
luck, and you will get a shot. 

f'crscvcrancc also counts 3 great deal in I11:uting 
r ~ n w c r o s .  It may =ern absolutely impossible in 
dense jungle to hope for n fcrther chance at a beast 
which has broken away pcrhps half a dozen times 
during two days of most exhausting hunting, un 
each occasion the chance of getting n shot having 
seemed a certain:). ; but the apportunity will come, 
and the trophy, if thc entire 11md is taken, is worth 
quite a lot of tmublr to secure. I n  bunling rhino- 
ceros in the niounlains,' the sportsrnar~ rnilst bc 
prepared to follow n rhino for a week or longcr if 
hc is determitred to takc homc the much-coveted 
trophy. 

In  the Stntc of I'etak near the coast in the vicinity 
of the Dindings there were at one time large numbers, 

. of the Sumatran rilinoceros, and thcy a n  still be 
found thcre, but in I T I O S ~  parts of the Mday T'enirrsuls 
:hey are only 10 be found near the mountain ranses. 

Slalays often report rhc prcscncc of a rhinoceros on  
the evidence of the tracks of a tapir, which they carep 
lessly mistaku fr~r the tracks of a rhinoceros ; the 
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bad~ of the latter, which distinctly shows the broad 
blunt-ended centre toe-nail, should ncvcr be can- 
h d e d  with the track of a tapir, which is smaller, 
Qd which h a s  foct toes on the front foot-a rhino- 
ceros has only t'nree-the largest toenail on the 

foot being much more pointed than the centre 
&-nail of a rhinoceros. 

Tapir are fairly common ovcr the centrc Peninsula; 
but are not likely to be sought after by sportsmen. 
They carry no trophies, are extremely shy, and 
atbough intere~ting animals a n  scarcely be c l d  

" Big Game." 
Game Wardens have now been appointed to each 

h t e ,  and full particulars will be supplied by them 
any resident or visitor who wishes to hunt big 

$Ime in the States of thc Federation. Letters 
ddrrssed to the Game Warden uf the State at the 
Sbte capital would reach their destination. 




