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ARRIVAL AT LUANG PRABANG. 3Y)

CHAPTEIR XIV,
LUANG PRABAXG CITY,

"Tr) OUr greut horror, the cump had been pitched in as lad a place as
"2 ssl“’)l:, a}ld its arrajxgemcfnt was precisely the om‘msitc of that which
e 11‘ .dmectcd. The rains, how?ver, }1_:“,1 wt in, nml. sl.mh heavy
. mdsrltmns had been made on the mhalm:.mt-s in ?he building (ff the
iy f‘].huts, that we felt it would be impracticable to begin all
again,
ot Irit“’ns reporfed that the Iluw’werc at :\Iuﬂ‘ng Yiw ; so we could
urn 1o Bangkok, as o move in that direction would have made
at::“k imagipe we were ufrnifl, and would cux’tzn?r;l}' have invited
1oy }f; ‘ on Luang Prabang. }\'0 had to do the lu:.s‘t we could, and us
£ could save the men from fever, we had a site at once selected
"2 hogpital, and the building begun.
Stoci:g S(l}mt—ui was to have pmtec%cd Muung Yiw, and ]xe‘]\ud buils
ahce ‘] es for that purpose ; but before the Haw wade their appear-
® was atiacked by fever, and came down to Luang [Prabang,
elfe“PUn the Haw burnt his stockndes.
mf;?:e members of tpe Scnub'odi, or couuci.l,. put in an :'ap!;cumuce
Sked that o duy might be £xed for my visit to the chiefl
c&mc:;: official lett‘a;r, or supo, akspun, was lui‘d‘ on & silver plate and
chiegr, “ﬂuder a white umbrc.lla, preceded by fifes and drums, to the
Very g .l'o\lse, the 'ruml to which was .n:xrro‘w,‘nud at that season sm'elt
ad 3m”iﬂgly. We PﬂSSC(! through tie principal Imu‘kutvplzll:'e, which
¢ m ﬂ'l sheds on each side for thcf display of gnods. It being noon,
¢ mnr‘:‘lflxet was desurted, and we picked our way as best we could
gh the stush,
nni;;r’;:"" we artix:cd the .principal.Lao. officials were assemb]ed” in
ol Inau’ und in a little while the chief himself came. 'Hc wos @ fine
Mg, br:I Sc‘vent_v-sm'en years of age, of a very gentle dispusition, and
cloved by the people, T had read that Imang Prabang was
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onew tribugary to Auam, and enomy usking the ol ehivf it syey Wiy
the Giae, his answer wits =hoTl and decisive— Never,” 1le s lh;;;
Anam belenged to Chiua, and that f.um)g:z I'raliang had f'"“l':!‘h;
paid tribute to China every ten years, the tribute having beey t*'k(';,
frem Muang Sai to Muang La uf the Sih Sawng Pana to the Governg,
of Yunan, whom they called Chao Fa Weng, The tribite had g,
Si.‘,{(‘l] of 4 (31‘&]'}];1“'_\" 41 mules aad b ol unk lilmﬁ‘:ll CO“']"’S(_‘I! of

MARKET-FLACE, LUANG FRAUANG, |[#30,

<00

pivces of home-spun cloth, 1 harn, 140 buandles of wreca-palin 4,
130 cocvanuls, anid 32 bags of the ree of the fish pla b,

While we were enjoving a pleasant convirealion with th, ol
chiet, a concert of bnll-frogs wos kept up nnder the lionge,

The market-pluce of Luang Prabang wus rather crowded iy,

gold and coppev), 25 s, of rhigoceros’ horng, 1000 1ha, of tvory, 2

Its,

tha
zornings, and it was interesting to stroll througie the strang. Wwedley
of men and women lartering and chatfering in their diterent .j"'},-"'-n;,

Rupees were not evelusively used as mmey, lulb wers ke
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Chan, we fonnd that many of the pine trees had been "irdl(.d. Thes®
would afterwards be hewn down, cut into lengthis of about & "Md’
and floated down the river to provide fircwood. Txmmdmrraipur
we had a view of the whole valley of Muang Ngan, The lower slope®
of the hills, bare of trees, were bright with various shades of greé"
and the contour lings, at intervals of about 2 feet, were traced ¥it
great rezularity. My companion was a man over sixty years of 13%
and on my asking bim how the lines had Leen formed, he reple’
“They are paths made by buffaloes and bullocks when "raml a”
remarked that it was o bmutlful (.ountrv nnd the old man war“‘ed
to the subject: * Yes,” ho said: *1 was born here; my father
grandfather, and all befora e, as far as 1 know, were born her
Those old fortifications that are seen all round belong to 3 i
beyond the memory of man, for my srandfather knew nothing abot®
them ; but those lines that you can make ont along the side of h':'
hill were once cart-roads for bringing fuel to Ngan. Those trages
terraces on the hill-slopes show the fields which were once Plﬂuwd
with ‘garden’ rice. There we made reservoirs by bumim’]
streams, and channels led the water to the fields. Once
gountry was crowded with o happy and prosperous popnlatiﬂm
they are all gone, and the glory of the land is departed.”
On March 18 we said “ Good-bye ™ to beautiful Ngan.
over Pu Mieng, which had vuce been covered with gardens of et
or tea, and crossing the main watershed we descended into 8 T9 MD'
Jjungly country, and entered the valley of the Nam Mo, An eleph?
driver met wath a bad aceident : he was carrying rice Lo Muang ‘[
and the elephant fell on the steep path which, with the recent ol hﬂ
had become very slippery. 1 met the (Governor of Afuang Mo, ¥
was on his way to drink the water of alleginnce at Chieng Kwafs &
and urged him to return as soon as possible, as his nbsence W oul 1
awkward.  We encamped at Ban Mung, where there was ol
excitement about a man-eating tiger, whi(.'h about ten days
had carried off’ his fourth vietim. The night being very d‘"
tniny, we kept no watch for the animal ; but the men were P]E
in security in n house in the village, and we harricaded our to“ﬁ'
The valley of the Nam Mo is mngh and very jungly, and 0 na‘
right bank of the river are precipitous limestone cliffs, Muang* D,,.
is in an excellent position, which recalls Pnan; but it has been £ "
pletely deserted since the murder of the governor and his "
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