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NOTLS ON SOME MAMMALS FOUND IN THE LAKE
RUKWA CATCHMENT AREA
SouTh-WisTERN TaNGANYIRA TERRITORY

This paper deals with some mammals recorded from the Lake Rukwa
catchment area. It does not elaim to be aw exhaustive treatise of all the
mammals occurring in the region, bul places on record the distribution of some
of the better-known and larger forms.

The catchment area of this, the fourth largest (area about 1,300 square
miles) lnke in Tanganyika is some 29,000 square miles, extending from the
Novthern Rhodesia border in the south to the southern portions of Kigoma,
Tabors and Manyoni Districts in the north, and from the top of the weslern
wall of the Great Rift Valley in the east to the Lake Tanganyika watershed
in the west, i.e. roughly between 6° 00" and 9° () S. Lat., and between
300 50" and 34° 00" E. T.ong.

Take Rukwa is a closed lake, there being no outflowing rivers, lying in a
subsidiary rift in the angle between the Great and Western Rift Valleys. at
an altitude of 2,602 feel above mean sea level for the purposes of this paper
the surrounding country has been divided into fowr sockions, as follows :—

A. The Rulwa Valley, which is the low-lying country surrounding the
lake. This consists of & narrow strip along the north-east shore of the lake
where the Rukwa Scarp lies close {o the wiler’s edge, but to the south, west
and north-west the scarp and high counlry lie many miles from the shore.
To the east and north-east this section is bounded by the Rukwa Scarp roughly
by the 3,000-foot contour. To the west it extends as far as the foot of the
Tfipa Rearp, to the sonih-west and south to the 4 .000-foot contour, and to the
north-west throngh the Katavi Plain to the headwaters of the Kavau (Katuma)
River.

To the west and north-west of the luke there are extensive open grassy
plains on which may be scen large lierd:s of 1opi, zebra and pukn.  These plains
are liable to much flooding in the rains but are dry and passable for motor
vehicles from August to November. Behind this open country lies an
exiensive parkland of thorn trees with interspersed serub where there is much
shade and good grazing. This oxtends fo the foothills in all directions, the
scrub getting thicker and more frequent as the hills are approached.

B. The Lupa Platcan, which is the high country to the cast of the lake,
with an albitude of 3,000 to 5,500 fect. 11 is bounded to the gouth by the
Sira River, to the east by the Shoga (Usangn) Searp, to the north by the
headwaters and northern tributaries of the Rungwa River, and to the west by
the Rukwa Scarp. The vegetation in this aren consists in the main of miombo
wooding on all the elnviul ground, and whistling thorn and open grass 1nbugas
in the lower-lying parts, with typical riverine growth along the larger rivers.
The country slopes generally to the south and west.

C. The Ufipa Platcau, which is the high country lying beiween the Ufipa
Searp and Luke anganyika, and between Gl Saini River and the Northern
Rhodesia boundary in the south and the Karema-Milumba-Mamba Mission
road in the north. The country is in the main, at any rate in the central part
of this section, high open grassland becoming more wooded towards the south
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The notes on which the present study is bused huve been collected [ra
Iahy sources, and in all insiances the contributer of any parﬁcular not; pi
J,nontx_oned (by initialg). The principal contributors (i.e t~hosé who | ”
supplied three or more notes) are listed below : — - o e

Major J. E. H. Bostock, D.S.0., M.C., (Hon. Game

Ranger; Chapota, Utipa) ... 0.5
Major K. A, Bousficld (Inte Hon, CGame Ranger - M mm 1AL

kaunga, Lake Llukwa) ... o ‘ LAB
The late C. W. Chitty (Temporary Game Rangar) ... CLW. )
Bert W, Davis (Ntamibi, Chunya) ... v..a BWJ;L)
C. H. J."gldt:mann (New Suza Mines, Chunya) (.HF
Mrs. C. gloss (late Hon. Game Ranger ; Njil:;, Lake Rukw.z;) .K .G'
H. 8] Ll'] I)iunter (Temporary Game Rangor; Mbosi and o

‘hienje :
Capt. G. J. Logan {(late Temporary Game Ranger) H%?TE
Capt. F. J. Moore (late Temporary Game RzulgeB r J 'M.
J. B. M. Rogers (late ''cinporary Game Ranger; M l)oy'zi. S

Mipuria and Sunzu 11ll) ... ’ X J.E.R
Rinl(\llel;'pes; Coutrol Records (per Veterinary Departmcn.; o
Mrs. G. H. Swymnerton (Mizizikaunga, Lake Rukwa) . E%g
G. H. Swynnerton (Gume Ranger, Lake Rukwa) ... G 'H.S‘

N The generul lny-ont of the paper is us follows : Iach animal is given its
Inglish and scientific names, followed by general notes on its disiribution or
ol interest. 'Where any measurements are avnilable for specimens collected
these are given in millimetres in the following order : head and hody (ti’) of
snout to bnm:_ of tail in a struight line); il (base 1o up of last \}lertelbl“by
not Lo the tip of longest hairs); hind foot (heel to tip of ion sest t0;3’
excluding cl:aw or hoof); ear (base of notch to tip); weight (in )ognds and
oumsos).‘ Where it scems desirable to include doscriptiv: notes olf th I'd{]‘l'
known forms this has been done.  Phen follows o detailed list of rec?)r(;s}’b:'
oceurrence, ench locality being placed in one of the four sections given bH o
After the locality is given the month, in Roman numerals, or ceusé(,)n in ‘tavl?lwi
the V‘rAecord was made, followed (in parentheses) by the contriubutor’s initia,;:sl
Simce many of the localities mentioned are obscure, and to save unnecessar .
repelition, u gazetteer is included at the end. , ) i
)




The vange of several speetes has been considersbly reduesd during the last
twenty years, more noticeahly with piratfe and rhino, and sinee, at any rate
with these two animals, thes has meant a redoetion - the southern limits of
their range in this part of Fast Afviea, the fact is to be regretted. Another
species. which is not the nnnedizte concern of this paper, and which has been
shat out in recent years, is the ostrich.  B.W.D. records finding one egg of
this species on lipala Plas in 1932, anid ehe sight of an animal a few miles
to the north on Naondia Mbuga in 1930 At the present day it is very doubtful
if this species occurs zouth of the Rungwe River. Referring to this bird,
B.W.D. writes : "The Wanvauswezi say that an ostrich will go for water for
* three or four mules il a grass tive starts within several miles of its nest and will
mike a fire beeak by sprinkling the water ull vound the nest.”

1. Monent Besn Bany, Galago senegalensis mololi (A, Smith).

This little bush baby has been recorded at Mwnnbi (H.0.C.11.) in Southern

Cfipa, and a spreimen collected. Ka-undi in Kinmambwe (H.O.C.H.).

2. Lsnar Grey BusH Bapy, Galago crassicauditus argentatue (Lionnberg).

Phese noisv uagaaps ceear throughont the area in suitable localities, A
fennde, shot on 4L January 1946 measured 5820, 300, 77, 62, 2 1. She has
three pairs of ieannoary glinds and was nursing. from whieh we may presumse
thut they breed during the early rams. Mcheche m Kimambwe (H.0.C.I1).
Sinsinwa in Kilunge (11911130,

Hecords:

A, Zimba (KA B Mimzikaunga, x-vi (R.AL., GH.8). Njila, xii v
(h.GG., G.H.8.).

3. Shoga road (J.E.R.).

(. Common in west Ufipa (J.IRILBY. Munbwe specimen collected
(H.0.C.110.

3. DLACK-FACED MoxKEY, or GuEY VERvEt, Cercopithecus aethiops (Linaeus).

Common wherever food is plentiful and water is available. Their chief
encnes are undoubtedly leopards. A fomnale carrying a new born young was
seen en dlix (G118,

LW, D, records a vervet taken by an eagle neawr Ntumbio It was pre-
sumably freslity killed as the bleod was still wet.  Unfortunately, the species
of eagle was not identified.

Measnrements of specimens shot at Miziziknimga 1 —

Male : 500, 650, 135, 39, 12 1b. 4 oz.
Juv. Male: 270, 440, 90, 34 —.
Femule : 379, 325, 118, 33, 5 Ib. 8 oz.
Temide @ 330, 500, LU5, 33,—.

Records:

A. Mizizikaunga, all year (RAB., G.H.8). Nijila (K.G., G.H.8).

B Mselewe Ko, x5 Lupas R Kasanga Ko junction, shot 1026 between
Chunya and Lupa Bridge, ii, v; 7o the dry season they frequent bush
along the dry tributaries of the upa River, where suitable, seatlering
into the niimmbo in the raing’' (13.W.D.).

4. SykE's Moxknry., Cercopitheeus mitis moloneyi (1. L. Sclater).
This species wis seen on 1wo occasions at mile 14 on the Mbeya Chunya
roid near the Forestry Nursery in July (JUER., G.ILS.).
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5. YELrow BapooN, Papio cynocephalus (Linnacus).

Comunen throughout the wrens where conditions are suitable.  They seem
to show a marked preference Tor vocky situations.  The following mensure-
meuts were taken from three males shot at Mizizikaunga in December 1944.

620, 660, 195, 55, 50 lb. 4 oz.

570, 595, 205, 57, 57 lb. 8 oz.

610, 660, 226, 57, 48 Ib. 4 oz.
Nungu in Kinyamwezi (B.W.D.),

Records :

A. Mizizikaunga, resident (R.AB., G.H.8.). Njila, ii-vi (K.G., G.11.8)).
Bangala ix ; Mkongolo, ii-vi (G.H.8.),

3. 'fNIlnn‘l'o)llS on the Lupa Plidean whers they prefer the kopjes ad any
time of the year ™" belween Chunya and Lupa Bridge iii-vi; Mtande
Hill, viii; Neamba Hill (B.W. D). Near Barabara’s (CH.F).

D. Summit of Kazombo Hill, 5,500 feet (H.0.C.H.).

6. Orree, L.uTRA SP.

Otters arc found througheut the area in the permanent rivers.  None have
been collected and the species s not yet been identified.  On the western
edge of the Utipa DPlateau they are adept ot robbing fish traps.  They are
useful ar killing crabs in the water Tfurrows sl appear to be nocturnal in
habits (J.15.11.B).

Records:

A, Maleza, iv a fish trap (B.W.D.).  Chui; the Gap; iboma (K.G.).

B. Upper Lupa River, vii (B.W.D.). Sira River, near Lupa Market.

(J.E.R.).
C. Western edge of Ufipa Plateau, T.. Tanganyika pleniiful (J.13.11.8B.).
D. All permanent streams in the Mbozi area and along the Northern
Rhodesia border (H.0.C.H.).

7. Fagr Armcean Raven, or Honuy Bapcer, Mellivore capensis sagulata.

(Hollister).

Ratels occar throughout the ares but on account of their strictly nocturnal
habits are often overlooked until the fowl-house is raided and the immates
killed. On one oceasion a ratel burrowed through the rock and mud founda-
tions of the lien house at Mizizikauunga and killol a turkey and seven hens.
On two ocenstons honey badgers have been scen at night eavrying o youny
one in their mouth. T'he measurcments of a male, shot outside this nrea at
Manyoni, were :—

8635, 85, 115, 40, 22 Ib. Kiwuri, in Kinyunwezi (3. W.D.).

Records:

A. Bangala, on the searp, 1x; Mizizikaunga, xi (R.A.B., G.H.8.). Sounth
shore of Lake Rukwa between Ntungi and Ivana (I5.GL).

B. Dillon's Creek where *'the spoor was very noticeable where they had
tade n well worn track Lo u bees' nest about four feet up a tree.  I'here
were claw marks round the entrance to the nest’ ; Niumbi (B.W.D.).
Lower Lupa River (K{.G.). Shoga road (J.IL.R.).

D. Mambwe, and generally throughout the Northern Rhodesia border area
(H.0.C.H)).
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Gl. Nyavs, Tragelaphus angasii (Gay),

Col. Itinan un lis fovinal survey of Northern Rhodesia, reports some
doubtiul records of Nyala in the Abercorn mea. C.W.C. reported Nyala near
the Kalambo River. A specimen was obtained which turned out to be a
greater kudu.

i J.EM.IB. writes: “In January, 1938, when looking for strayed ox in
Chapota farm, 1 put up a beast as big as a waterbnek, white-faced and with
horns like a huge bushbuck. 1t broke out of secondary growth thick serub
tangled with long grass. 1 was told by George Damm, a lad of 16, that he
had seen in 194G two animals, one with and one without horns, in the bush
lining the stall stream from which his parents farm at Malonje gots its water
supply. He described thens as being as g as donkeys and the male baving
a white face and horns like a bushbuck.  The local name for this buck in
western Ufipa 1s I\'lmnl)’.lnlmnlga, or Katukutu, while the greater kudu. which
also oceurs there and with which the nyala night be mistaken, is known as
tandale.  (J.15.M.B.).

62. BusHBUCK, Trageluphus seviplus massaicus (Neumann).

Scattered thronghout the arvea.  They profer thick cover by day and are
not often seen.  An albino was shot at Ntwinene and another a few miles
away i Northern Rhedesi The fiest s said to have had dark eyes (1T R).
Pato, i Kinymnwez,

Records :

A, Throughout the Rukwa Valley (K.A.B). Foct of the Ufipa Searp
(P.W.D.). Njila, (K.G., G.H.8). Bctween Kapenta and Kipeta
(R.C.R.). DBetween Bangala and Ngomba; Mizizikaungan (L.R.S.,
G.H.8). Between Rungwa West and Kala, i (G.H.S).

B. Gap Mine, one died (ron: drinking cyanide ; Lupa River, above Ntumbi ;
Sira River, below the gorge (B.W.D.). Chalangwa (reported by P.
Nely ; near Npomba River ; above Saza Falls (C.EL.F.). Isimba River,
iti; Mkungu Itiver, near Rukwa Mine; Mwang'viongo, iii (G.H.S.).

C. Thickets on many streams between the Saisi River and Lake Tanga-
nyika (H.0.C.H). Lumi River, iv (G.J.1.).

D. Tkomba ; Kanamnwene; Kitalitkwa; Lunchinde; Mbezum:a; Mipuria;
Mwenimpaza ; Ntainene (J.E.R.). Nakasavi Hill (R.C.R.).

63, Brack RmiNo, Diceros bicornds (inniseus),

1found only on the lupa Platenu and even hers s range has been
considerably reduced in the last filleen yewrs. Dela, in Kinyumwezi
(B.W.D.).

llecords :

B. North of Barabara's, nine reported in 1939, of which two were shot,
one by Chris de Juager who was himnsclf later killed by & snake; Nkutano,
1934 ; Rliino Kap, one shot by G. 8. Need and G. 1. Nutting in 1929
(IR.ABY). Lanka River, at the west end of the Hunga Range, spoor
seen 1930, 1931, 1952; Lungwizi River, v/1930; head of Marmnba-
ng’ombe Tiver, spoor of one feruale with a small calf, 1930; upper
Makongolozi River, 1999; Ngondia Mbuga, vii/1930; Ntwmbi, old
spoor, 1933 (B3.W.D.). North side of Kwunba Hill, xi/1946 (K.G.).
Makoko ; Musiana Hill (J.IDR)). Rungwa, iii/1940 (G.11.8.).
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64. Zesra, Equus burchelli bohmi (Matschie).

Commor throushout the area. A female shot i vid 1944 was carrying an
almost fully developed embryo (CILEFD Duru. in Kinvamwezi; Sinka, in
Kibunga (B.W.I).). A small variety occurs on the edge of the Ufipa Platean
above Chapota (J.15.0M.B.).

Records : .

A, Al round Dake Rukwa (RLABD, Kipeta, 1923 (B.W.D).  Near
Lake Cbhada; between Kapeta and Kipeta; Sala (Nkana Valley)
(R.C.R). Between Ivuna and Manda, v: between Muze and Ukia,
iii ; Ntunje, v (G.H.8.).

B. Small herds scen all over the Tupa Plateau; Nsamya Hill : 1Wkonongo
(BW.D). Ntumbi (B.W.D.: i G.H.8). North of Tuika Bridge:
Impala I'lats, vi; Lone Palm Mbuga, viii ; between Tanka Bridge and
Rukwa Mine (C.11.10). Northern Mbugas (JLEER).  Between Kilala
and Wanalugwa, i ncar Rukwa Mine; Rungwa, iii (G.H.8)).

C. Kalambo Tlats (H.O.C.H.). Matarani, above Chapota, iv (G.H.8.).

D. Kantesya River (H.0.C.H.). Tesa Flood Flain (H.O.CLHL, J.E.R.).

GAZETTIRER TO THE TLOCALITIES MENTIONED IN
THE ABOVE NOTES
A, Ruxwa Varery

Bancara. A village at the southern end of Imke Rukwa, between Nyomba
and Kipindi.

CuADA Lake. At the south-eastern edge of the Katavi Plain twenty-three
miles south south-east of Sitalike.

CHEuL. A village at the foot of the Rukwa Scarp near the mouth of the Mtieka
River. :

Garura. A mission station on the left bank of the Songwe River.

Gonewe Hirt. A small hill between the Katuma and Msaginia Rivers, fifteen
miles south-east of Sitalike.

“Gar’. The arca of sudd almost entirely dividing Lake Rukwa into two,
near the delia of the Momba River.

IsoMs.  An area on the north-east shore of Linke Rukwa near the mouth of
the Mteka River.

Thozyo. A village ahout three wiles nprtream from the present inouth of ihe
Momba River.

Tnunar STrEAM. A smiull perennial stream rising below the Tukwa Scarp
between Ngomba and Maleza and ertering the luke between the Ngomba
and Luika Rivers.

Tsaxowa. A villuge on the Luiche River under the Ufipa Scarp a few hours
walk north-west from Simba Mission. _
Tsenca., A village about three miles south of the old source of Momba River

and three miles wost of Razungwa.

Ivuna. A village on the Nyamba River about ten miles west of Nakuchese.

Kara. A village on the teft bank of the Kavuu River about eight miles south-
west of Rungwa West. Altitude 2,700 fect.
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