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30 k\CI<OSS \\;I DEST I\I;ICICA 

to despatch a message to Zc~llio in oldcl to have a trap 
laid to capture me, as the natives had been spying me 
for several days. I had been suspected of being a slave 
merchant, the suspicion having ariscll I~ecnusc 1 spolre 
politely to  the natives I rnel ! That is what coines of 
being polite to nat ivcs I . . 

Ihcre is no morc 11nsatisfactol.y \vorIr in Central 
Airica than surveying. Not only have villages a way ol 
changing their nalile every tiinc a chief dies (Ilie village 
always going by the nalne of the chief), bat  also the 
villages are constnntly changing their positions, beillg 
sometimes built on one river, so~iietimes on aliotl~cr, 
so~~letiines upon a hill, ant1 :rt other limes ill a low vallry, 
accordillg to snl~erstitio~ls, agricultural neccssitics, the 
necds of war, or the fear of neighbouring tribes. Thus 

T found Djema in a different place altogether from whcre 
I expected it to be and whcre it was marlicd on 
Marclland's map. hIarchand hin~self liacl never bee11 
to this place, his ~ O L I ~ C  being allout one hundred and sixty 
kilometres further south. Thc distance betwecl1 thc 
Djema visited by me and tlie L)jcma on lhe 111al)s was, 
i f  I rcnle~nbcr right, somc fonricen or sixteen Idlomctres. 
7.11~ I:lttcr position hacl bcen established by a ~nelnbcr oi 
the hlarchand expedition, wlio llad deviated ill that 
direction for surveying and exploring pnrposcs. 

'I'hc placc wllcrc. l loulld it Iiacl l~ccn sclcctctl by tlie 
SociCtE tics Sltlfrrl~nis as a lnore suitable locality for the 
collcctior~ of rubl~cr. I t  was discovered, ncverlllelcss, that 
the difficulty of transport of the goods fro111 ant1 to tllc 
river was too great and the qual-tcrs were to  bc shifted 
back once irlorc t o  the sitc of the old Djcma. 

A beautiful garden had been rnade a t  the quarters 
of tlie society, wit11 good vegetables and a rich growlll 

of floive1.s. Esyerimcnts had been made on \various kinds 
of rubber plants. The nzaltihot ceara glnziofi, imported 
from Brazil, had not yielded the satisfactory results 
espccted, as it was briltlc and delicate when your~ga~ld  

no1 s~lited to the  cli~rlatc of Central Africa. The ire, 
~vhicli \vc shall fii1cl Iater spread all over French and 
13clgian Congo, was the quality most adapted for the 

Iocnlily ancl g:~v(' csccllc~ll rcs~~l t s .  A lurgc nrlrse1.y OS 
these plants was lccpt a t  thc /(iclorerie. \C'l~en I was 
tliere these plants were gradually being transported to 
the nc\iV quarte~.s of the society at a spot where the 
I\l:~l,iso stl-c:ll:i mc(:ls Llic Goangua, (Ire latter boing 
c111i tc. , i l l  i11ipo1-t :I ilt rivcl n:~vigablc~ a t  all li111es eve11 lor 
lnrgc canoes. 

011 RIay 16th I \vent over to old and now-revivcd 
Djelnn, where Monsieur HI-achicl was busy construcling 
n c ~  clual-lcrs. 

I left Djema a t  8.30 by an undulating trail, with 
-. bsidgcs ovcr the five 1;Iro~s met on the way. l lie undula- 

ting col~ntry was in some nf tlre lowcl. ~ ) o r t i o ~ ~ s  liable to 

i~luiitl:rlior~ tluring ilic rainy season. I'atcl~cs ol. tllc 
fanriliar \.olcniiic rocli sho\~cd  througll, particularly on 
hcights or hill-tops. 

Wa n~-l.ivr(l :rt llcw Djcnla (tllc old Il jcn~a of the 
nla]~s) a t  2.30 ]'.in., having becn caugllt ill a heavy 
to~-~ia(lo wllicll d ~ ~ n c h c ( l  u s  to the mnrro\v of 0111- bolles 
a l i t l  soaked tllc loads once  nor-c. 

All l i i n d ~  of anlclopcs were to 1)c found in this 
collnt1.y. ~ ~ I ' a o s ,  l i l o o i  ~ l ~ i o r i ,  illc Inrgc 
recl " antilopc chev:~l " of the l~rcnch,  and clcp11;~nts of 
great size were j)lentiful. 

Ncw Ijjema certainly seemed a better-situatcd place 
than llrr old factoucrie as lirr as tlie 1 rnnsl~ol-i ol  the 


