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Recent Research on Elephants on Rhinos 

to the pad is elev;~tcd iind all soles have a concave shape. The horn of the pad appears 
rough, hard, and fiee of' pathological alterations. The feet of' captive Indian rhinos have ;I 

very smooth pad surface with the horn layer being Icm thick i ~ r  the most. The soles of t t~c  
three hooves have a flat and even surface; the hooves are short. The pad and the central 
solc adjoin at even level. The comparison of wild and captivr animals show that wild 
rhinos are by nature 'sole-walkers', captive animals show abraded horn structures and 
turned to 'pad-walkers'. 'These iibri~ded hoof structures are prone to   cute or chronic impacts. 
11 is suggested to reconsider s o n ~ c  husbandry aspects to prevent t l~e  occurrence of foot 
problems in future generations of Indian rhinos. 
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