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~~ERXIUDRL' ~ ~ O N U A I K N T .  

( / , > C I / I ~  /he #(fitio// of his I Iwkf~ib i i .~h ,~d  n f  I,isfio/l i , ~  1875.) 

This  is a short account of the 
embassy which the patl-ial-c11 D. J 050 

Rermuclez brought from the Eml,eror of Et l l io-  

pia, vulgarly called Preste J o h n ,  to the most  

Christian and ze:lloils-in-the-f:1it11-of-Christ 

Icing of Portugal, D. Jo;io, the thi1.d of that  

name, dcclicatccl to thc most high and 

powerfill ancl of happicst auspiccs Icing, 

also of Portugal, D. SebastiBo, the hrst 

of that name. 

In which, loo, is rclatcd the death of 

D. Cl~r is tov;?~ dn Gam:l 

:und tllc fortunes of r l~e  IJorlugucse, 

his companions. 

I n  1.isl~o11, at the Ilouse of I;rn~ncisco Corrca, Printcr to tlrc 

Cardillnl Inhnte, in the year 1565. 



dclicntc as si~znbnf(z.r,~ arid btcrfifitrs," so firic tliat a piecc of 
thirty or forty ells coulcl be hc~d  bcttvccn the hands. Thcy 
four:ci also much gold in pots ancl vcsscis, ancl buried undcr 
thc l~cartlis it1 tlicir huts, wlierc tlicy ~~scc l  to hide it as the 
most sccurc placc ; tlicy tlicrnsclvcs shon~ccl it to our men' 
to cscapc dcatli. ?'lit Icing would rlot stay licrc long, as 
hc clid not intcnd to d o  thcm great darnagc : merely to 

f~.iglrtc~i tlicm. Tlic wintcr, too, was dra\ving ncar, and it 
was ncccssary to rcturrt to his country bcforc thc rivers 
rosc, whicll arc hcavily floodccl in that part and quite 
slop tritrcl 011 thc roc~ds ; bcc;lt~sc thc wir~lcrs ctrc vcry 
rniri), :rnd t11c land mountainolrs ; tlic rivcrs collect much 

water from tlicsc ~nountains. ;tncl s\\,cll vastly. WC tlicre- 
fort \?cry so011 lcft illat rnbblc, aricl 1narc11cd tonfards 
L ) ~ L I I I L I ~ ~ ,  n.liicl~ lics nc:rrly clue wcst of tIic Gakltcs. 

CI-IAPTER LI. 
l 

t 

Trrl: I~ingclom of ~ : t m r ~ t c  mnrclics on thc tvcstcl-ri siclc 
l 

\\.it11 tlic Gafatcs, of wliorn I linvc abovc spokcn ; it is on 1 
the I~alili of thc Nilc, a t  tlic s l~o t  n,llcrc it cuts tlic c q ~ ~ a t o r . ~  
This 111.ovincc starids ra(licr surrounclccl by thc Nilc than 

I on citlicr side of it. for that rivcr makes Iicrc many and 

considerable bcncis. Thc ;~pproach to this kingdom is 
rnost tlillicult, bj. rcnsor' of thc ruggcd crags tlicre are on 
tllc banlis of thc Nilc. Bcsicles that thcsc arc ruggcd, tlicrc 
are among thcm certain passes rnadc artificially in rocks 
borccl by a crowbar, and closed by gatcs guarded by armed 

- -- - _  
Ji~i ( rb~f i r ;  sec Yule's tilossnr)., .r.7/,, S/ / III ,~NJ:  
f~ctrlilha: see Yule's Glossar)*, s.v., I'~fteC/tl, a ki~ld of muslin 

* An crror of ncal.ly im  mile< ; I3:tmot is no1 o ~ r  the etluator. 

men: so h a t  a slnall [orcc can resist culd prcvcnt thc cntr). 
of thosc cnemics who dcsirc to  pass without tlicir pcrmis- 
sion. When thc Emperor goes there thee gates arc 
brolicn, and opcncd freely to all \vho desirc to enter. The 

kingdom of Darnutc is Iargc, with scvcral suborclinatc 
provinces.' The chief part is inliabitcd by Christians, but 
some provinces bclong to pagans. In all are found great 
storcs of gold atitl of roclc crystal. All the country is u.cll 

supplicd ;tntl fcrtilc, csl~ccially the part ncarcst thc Nilc, 
\vhich lias nio1.c hills alitl strcams tlinn the rcst. It brccds 

numcrous ;trlilnnls, wilt1 ant1 tame, \i70rlns (bichu.~), a11t1 
strangc ant1 poisonous scrpcnts. They brcecl cattlc, horscs, 
buffaloes, mulcs, ltsscs, shccg, ant1 othcl- flocks ; thc cattlc 
arc largcr tl~ari otrrs, so ~nuch  so lliat somc of thcrn arc 
alrnost as largc as clcplinnts. 'I'hcy havc hugc hor~rs : 
solnc of tlicln will even lioltl ;I pitchcrf~il of winc. Thcy 

arc usecl to tr;~nsport nnd storc winc 2nd watcr, as pitclicrs 
and barrels arc h ~ r c . ~  I darc to say this, bccausc L). 

Rodrigo clc Lima brought onc of thcse hortis of this sizc 
to this liingtlorn during the lifcti~ric of the ICiog, y o t ~ r  
grandfatlicr, whcn tllcrc accornpanicd hirn thc Ambassaclo~~ 
Tagazauo ancl thc I'aclrc 'Franciscalunrcz. Tlicre is founcl 

I)n~,rot is on tlrc right Ixink of thc I)luc Nile, ;it thc 011c11ing of tl~c 
great bencl that river ~nakcs, :uid just soul11 of its source. Cnfal lics 

on the south of it, tllc Gojnrne tlislrict on the east, ;tntl Agou~ncc1cr or1 
the west. I t  is part of tlrc province o l  Cojamc. \\,l~icll itself includes 
the whole of the great bend. Many of the stories told in this chapter 
are also in Alvnrez, clrap. cxxsiii. See Unsset, Ifistoirr, p. jq n.. for 
further infortnntion. 
' The slzc of tlic oxen which carry these large lrorns is .possly 

exaggerated hcre ; perhaps a sentence i n  Alvarer (chap. CXXSIII)  mny 
be responsil~le. Lobo (p. 70), \\,it11 his love of the fabulous, says these 
oxen with the large Ilorns are fed on c o ~ ~ s '  rnilk : somctilnes a single 
one requiring that of three or four corns daily. As a matterof fact, 
these cattle are of the usual size, but for some reason the horns of both 
seses arc at times abnor~~~:rlly Iargc. Salt (p. 259) speaks of horns 
ncnrly 4 ft. long and 2 I ins. in girth. Raffray (p. 24;) says he 
measured the cap;lcity of one, which he fountl to hold 14 litl-es, 01. 
rather over three gallons. They are not ~)eculinr to this part of 
Abyssinia. 



in this cou~i t ry  n lrind of ~ ~ n i c o r n ,  ~vliich is wild a n d  tirnid, 
o f  thc shape of a horse and  the size of an ass.' There a re  
tlicre elephants, lions, Icopards, and othcr wild beasts 
which nfe d o  not know hcre. Near Damute  is ;L province 
o f  nonicn without Inctl, who li\-c in thc manncr told of 
tlic ancient Amazons of Scytliia, who i ~ t  n certain time 
consc~~tccl  to the vihits of some men, tlicir neiglibours : of 
tlic children, they scnt  the  malcs to  t h e i ~  father, and ltcpt 
l l ~ c  f c ~ l ~ ; ~ l c s ,  Iwinging t h c ~ n  up  in tlicir own customs ;tncI 
niiinncr. Those of Ethiopia act  in the same n a y  ; they 
i ~ l s o  I)III.II L I I C  Icft brc:lst liltc thc others clid, in ordcr to  
rnorc c111ickly clraw t h e  bows tlicy use in war and  t h e  chase. . , I h c  qucen of thesc womcn does not consort wit11 men, and 
is t1iercfo1.e worshipped by  t h c ~ n  a s  n g o d d c ~ s . ~  T h e y  a re  
sufirccl :lnc[ prcscrvctl, as  it is saicl they were foundccl by 
tlic Queen of Shcba,  \\rho visited Icing Solomon. In  tlie 
country of  t l ~ e s c  lvomcn arc griffins, \vhich are  birds s o  
large tha t  they kill buffaloes, and raise them in thcir claws 
as a n  caglr  I i T b  a rabbit. I t  is said tha t  in certain preci- 
pitous and uninhabited mountains is born and lives the 
bird p l i c ~ ~ i s .  \vhich is solc and alorlc in thc  world, ancl is 

'The I'ortuguesc erlitor taltcs tl~is to apply to the rhinosceros : i t  
is niore likely the oryx antelope, \vllich, tVllen standing in profile, 
appears to have only onc horn. A rhinosceros was no novelty, as one 
wits secn in I'orti~gal in 151 5, and Cnstanlictla's tlcscription (Bk. r r r ,  
chap. cxxsi\.) \\.as published in I 552. Lobo (p. 69) clescribcs the uni- 
corn as an ani~llal so timid that it c:un only be seen dashing iro~ii one 
tliicltc~ to annLIi~r. and as in appearance like a l:~rge well-made bay 
florse. with black points: he distinguishes between those from ctifferent 
provinces. He ntlds tl~at tllcy are so fearfnl that tlie)? go always In 
c01111):iny will: otl~cl* anilnnls, cspcci:tlly tlic clcplinnt, to whorn all 
stngs and ~azelles resort for protection against beasts of prey. 

Alv;lrcr' account is clifircnt. He s:rys tlic queen cloes not marry, 
but 11:1s children ; also that lllcrc arc permanent niale residents, but 
the \\.omen take the lend in everything. I! is. of course, useless to 
senrcl~ for the origin of this tale in Al~yssinla, but 13ntce speaks of a 
Princess Il'ntima, calletl '' Negustn Errr~m." or Queen of the Greebs, 
\v110 in tllc carly sc\+cotcentl~ century reigned at   blender:^, near the 
Atba1.a I ivcr (35 clcg. east longitude, and just north of the 15 deg. 
north latit~~dc). The ruler of the stale was nlsv:~ys a rvoman, who \\?as 
sovcreig~i over a Greek colonv 

onc  of thc m;trvcls of nature. T h c  t l \~cl lc~.s  in those 
countries say  that  there is this bird thcrc, and that  thcy 
have sccn it  and  know it, and  t h a t  it is a large ancl 
beautiful bird. There a r e  other  birds thcrc so  large that  
they cast a shadow lilcc a cloud. Up thc Nilc, towards t h c  
soutll, thcrc is, on the borclcrs of L)alnutc, a Inrgc provincc 
callcd Conche. 'I'his is subordinate t o  I )n~nulc ,  and thcrc 
duvell therc pagans : the  chicf is called b y  thc namc of  his 
title. A x  Gi~gcc,  tvliicli rncnns lorcl of richcs, as  in T:tct hc 
is.' When  he needs them, thc  A s  Gagcc collects ten 
thousaricl horsc and over twenty thous;lnd foot. I Ic  has 

with his a r m y  one thousand hand mills, workccl by  rvolncn, 
who grind in tl~ern thc meal necdcd for thc  army. tV11cn 

we were in Damute  this chief was in rebellion against tlic 
Icing of D:lmutc ; on tliis, Icing Gmdcus  saicl to  mc that,  
as  a prelate ancl mediator of pcacc, 1 should scncl word to 
him, that  his majesty was ~nuc l i  c111.agcd against him 
because of  his rebellion and disobedience, ancl had deter- 
rr~inrrl t o  rlestrny liirn hy  Incalls of t h e  invincillc and 

superhuman strength of thc Portuguese, \\.horn hc had 
brought with l i i ~ n  for tha t  purposc. I clid this, ancl told 

hirn h c  should obey his Emperor, ancl bring Iiini his tribute 
and visit I ~ i m ,  a s  I plcclgccl rr~ysclf tlial his majcslp woultl 
trcat him with clcmcncy and kintlncss. I-lc agrcccl, ancl 
sent  a large sum of gold, ancl Inany cows ancl other  

supplies, sufficient for all thc  army,  and  many slaves, 
mules, ancl asses for tlie transport. T h c  As Gagcc 
supplied the  Emperor's c a m p  complc tc l~- ,  r~otlting being 
wanting. A t  Icngtli h c  nrrivctl, ncco~npnnictl Ily rn:uly 
people n,cll cquippcd, both llorsc and foot, and hc vcry 
richly clothccl. When  he arrived a t  thc point whcrc hc 

1 Wllat this nntnc is c;~nnot be saicl. Luclolf (MC. r. chap. iii) men- 
tions. a Galln country called Gajghe, but givcs no intlication of its 
poslt~on. I'carce (vol. ii. p. 10) speaks on hearsay of the Coucha 
Callas as sc1)amtecl from " Coffn" by a river. 


