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these sneal.~ng scatengers, who, nevertheless, arc 
most ponerful brutes 

A gleat skull, w ~ t h  long horns on ~ t s  nose, 1s 

suspended from a tree close b ~ ,  and on the nagon 
are some lev~athan bones, of these I h,lte hear? 
whllst In camp, but hnrdl\ espectt d to be so 
fortunate as  to see. The  hunter had been con1 
m~ssioned b\ h1r Rhodes to shoot 1 nhite rhino 
cerous for the purpose of the Cape Tov n hIuseum 
the race belng alreadj not far from estlnci The 
peculiar ch ~ r a c t e r ~ s t ~ c  of the \i hite rhinocerous 1s that 
~t IS ~ o t  ivhlte It  d~fters trom the cornparat~i eli 
common, ordin lrj  , or g irden rhlnocerous inasmuch 
as  it feeds on grass instead of on roots, 1s larger 
and has a blunt, squarc nose, Instead of a poinleu 
one Ne~ther  1s ir so fierce as  the latter Insidc 
the Magon I xm sho\+n the great hide, cut into 

two or three pleces for conLenlencc In carrllng 
I he horn that 1s  the larger one, is oi er thlrti 
five Inches long, and ~t 1s clearly seen to bt 
c~ttaclied to thc skull b\ means of a p,ld of cartilagt 
onlj 

The speclrnen had been shot a few days' lourne\ 
on thc other s ~ d e  of m~ dtstlnatlon 1 he bullet tram 

the elght-bore r~fle 11 td faded to kill the an~mal  and 
l t  was onlj after a three da j  S '  journej l r i  p~rsUlL 
.and no fener thail SIX \vounds had been ~nflicrcd on 
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him, that the tenacious hunte: came up with him £01~ 

the last time and p \ - e  the poor beast his conp de 
p a c t  .is lit. lab neak from the loss of blood, under 

. I  bush John, the tin\- Hottentot a t  the camp had 
aided In the securlng of this m ~ g h t \  pre!, br~nglng 
h ~ m  to 111s knees with a nell directed shot The  
d ~ s t  rncc tra\ elled had been full) qe\ent\ mlles, but 
I L  wis  \+ell n o ~ t h  the trouble the prlce to be p a ~ d  for 
the spec1rnt.n b e ~ n g  er\ cons~derable 

7 \\ e n t \  se\ en nllles from oui last night's d n  el l~ng 
I\-e dr.l\\. u p  a t  a c1enrc.d spot where three or four 
huts are In course of erect~on, a n o t h t ~  being 
,ipp lrentlv In finlshed condrtlon In t h ~ s  I am 
~rlv~ted to spend the nlght before ~nspectrng the 
A} rsh~re mlne 

.I he huts ,ire being mud plastered b) sisteen 
M ishon i L\ omen tneli c of I\ horn ha\ e plccanlns on 
the~r  b ~ c l ~ s  is the\ nork,  the1 b a n g  slung, spread 
leggcd In 3 cloth on the ample backs of t h e ~ r  
rnothers The exuberant ana o m ~  of these I idles 1s 

probabl) a pro\ identlal arrangement tor the coil- 
I lenience of t h e ~ r  offspring Inside the huts are four 
! , anc~cnt crones, nho  are engaged in spreading tlie 

mud o\er  t h t  poles and fill~ng up the cracks caused 
I by tht shrlnl\lng of the mud a l read~ put on and drlt cl 
1 Another gang carrlrs the mud in small, flat baskets 
/. on  the^^. hiads (piccanins behind, of course), n h ~ c h  
t 
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for the night, when the. distant cry of a bullock 
driver in the direction of the Poort signals to us that 
the o w n  are approaching. The  wait before they 
reach us seems intern~in.ible, for, verilv, the OS is 
slon-, and when at last we hear the scuffle of their 
feet c . 1 0 ~ 1 .  by, all 1i.e can see is a number of huge 
horns ; t l r~~os t  upon us .  'Thc oxen being the colour 
of the Ii.~ffir, only thcse visible. 

Still n Pat, so m-e iurn in bet~i-een the wheels of 
the I\-;gun, and nest morning he rides calmll- up 
asking i f  an!-one wants to run into camp to get 
their English mail, as tht.v nu)- ride his horsr back 
and return on foot. Time has been wastc.d, and I 
am reluc~tnntlv forced to tht* conclusion that I had 
better ; l v ; ~ i l  mjself oi the offer and return to 
Salisburv, as other\\-ise I shall miss the co;ich down 
countrv. Driving out later to fetch nlj. baggage 
from thc: wagon, I find it still in the same plxce, but 
actii;ill!. pr~.pnring to start. 

-4s I gt1tht.r my baggagt together we nnticc. n little 
partv ;ipproaching us from the direction of I Iartley, 
consisting of 3 dozen 1i:ifTh-s carrying somen-hat 
heavy burdens and a singlt- n-hite man drooping over 
the donlit.!. he is riding. It turns out to be a poor 
fe\-er-striclitn trnveller nho  has come from two or 
three days' journej- 011 the other side of I-Iartlev. 
H e  h . ~ d  there shot a rhinocerous, which he is 
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bringing into c;lmp, and had CO 

attack of fever, walking thirty miles a da  
l-Iartley in spite of it. By the time he reacGe 
is evident that he can hardly ho 
donkey he is riding, and I gl :~dl  
in my sulky. 

Intending to return to the Transvaal by 
Manicnland, Beirx, and Durban, 
disappointed to find that the 
v e r -  irregularli. owing to ch.lnges 
this entirely precludes me f i o ~ n  returning thatd<, 
Hartley is a district around n-hich a ver~-~-Iar 
amount of prospecting has be 

-'F-*= . - ' - d~fficulties ha l e  been met ~t-i-lth on account of th<; 
prcsencc of the '.fly," pre~ent lng  trzction, except. :,' -. < v ,  

by mecins of Icaffirs and also, In placcq, of the-- = - 
presence of large quantit~es of   at er belon a certain:- 
depth. This countrj a a s  on the bordcrl.md of tl<g" 

*F. AIatabele kingdoni, and Lobengula elen progressed--q 
so far as  to erect a batter) there, \vhich neler nas: $9 

- . . W  - 
started, and probablj remains there jet  ~f the nhite 
ants and borers have let it  lone. --- 

Nanicaland is more fa~ourablv situated, being -- 
free from fly, and on the direct line from the coast 
to Salisburj-, so that the advantage oi railway com- 
niunication must soon aid materially in its develop- - 
ment. 'The scenery is in great part of n very fine 


