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Iarin horsemen arrived and asked o be allowed to repeal the
show, we found ourselves obliged to decline the honour, and
continued our survey westward towards the Abyssinian border.

Our men, on the night of the Rer Ali dibdltig, went to the
karias and danced till nearly daylight, the women clapping
their hands and jumping up and down, keeping up a monotonous
refrain. . Next day half our men were ill, having gorged them-
sclves npon the mution and camel-meat generously provided by
the Rer Al

We passed the deserted village of Dagahbir and reached a
rounded grassy hill ealled Tuli, and it was while cucamped here
that we shot the first Somali rhinoceros, an animal which for
many years we had expected to come upon, but which up till
then had never been seen or shot by a Iuropean. We found
plenty of game at Tuli, and as [ rode up to the rounded hill to
choose a site for my camp, a troop of ostriches went racing
away into the sea of bush and grass to the north-west.

To the west of Gumbur Tuli lay a valley covered with
dense dark mimosa forest, ealled Dih Wiyileh, or Rhinoceros
Valley. Between Dagahbir and Waror, an interval of fifty
miles, the country was waterless at this season, and hearing
that Waror was occupied by Abyssinian soldiers, T deemed it
advisable to arrive there with a supply of water on the camels ;
so finding the Adns rather low, T had to wait at Tuli o couple of
days while we sent back to Dagahbur for more water.

The time had come when I hoped to make the acquaintance
of the long-sought rhinoceroses ; and I left camp in the carly
morning with my two gunbearers Geli and Hassan, and another
man called An Ismail, who led our one camel and acted as
guide. Taking a line to the south-west across the Dih Wiyileh
from Tuli Mill, we presently came on fresh rhinoceros-signs.
These we took up till nearly mid-day, the two beasts we were
following having made a mazo of tracks there while feeding
in the morning. At last Géli pointed to our game — two
rhinoceroses standing, apparently asleep, under a shady thorn
bush. I advanced to forty yards, and opened fire with the four-
hore, putting a fourounce bullet into the shoulder of each with
a right and left, making them tear away at a gallop through
the jungle. 1 followed at best pace, putting in two more
cartridges as [ ran, and so finishing one of the rhinos. Passing
this one, T found the other standing in thick bush brondside on,
listening and looking for its fellow. Ieceling for cartridges, 1

fro—— .
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it oy hand into empty pockets, the rest having fallen out{m
my haste, so I ran back to the camel to snatch more out o 111.
haversack. Au Ismail saw me running back away from .tu:
rhinoceros, and jumped to the conclusion that T was rl;nnzlng
away! So he began to bolt with the camel. I r:m]u?r1 e?
and harder, shouling to him to stop, and at last 1 got hold od
him and explained what I wanted. Then, rearmed, 1 re?urnf

to the rhinoeeros, which had been standing meanwhile in the
same place, apparently unable to make out what I was about,
and too sick to charge. Another shot finished 1t. Unfo‘rtull\l-
ately they were hoth cows, but 1 was very pleascd ab the resnlt

- first rhino hunt.
o lil)reiumcd with the two heads to campy, and sent half o dozen

3?5\ o A teiol of stremgth

men to cut off the shields, of which we obtained thirty-five fron{
the two skins. These men arrived in camp next morning, 'm]u
said that whilo they had been eutting up the rhinos by the lig lt{
of torches, several more had come round them, and a lion hae
0ar e westward, _
l0“(_.)3:1l to(:ut'l .gecond day at Tuli we werc unsucc@sful with th(la
rhinos, and when the water came from I?agahbur we marched
to Gumbur Wedel, a small hill four miles to the north-west
across the Rhinoceros Valley. Here we found beisa, Qstx<xcllesi
and Semmerring’s and Waller's gazelles very plentiful, anc
hi 8 numerous. .
Ih"zl'\ot tgn;\:kh? on Gth August we left Wedel, and for three miles
struggled through thick grass and jungle, and then latructl’(1 o
good path running north-west. After going a mile along nls
L saw fresh rhino trncks where a pair had crossed the path
during tho night, and so going on with the earavan, T left wy
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hwother to iake up the pursuit. At onr cvening camp he
arrived with the heads of both, a very fine bull and a cow, and
we skinned them by fivelight.

On the morning of the 7th August the caravan marched
sixteen miles to a karin of the Rer Godi, Abbasgul, sub-tribe, at
a place called Hadddma. Early in the day, while walking along
the path, I came on the fresh tracks of a large bull rhine, so,
placing the caravan and traversing work in charge of my
brother, T left the path on these tracks followed by Céli and
Hassan.  The rhinoceros had taken a straight line for a ridge
of low hills to the south, which are a continuation of the Iarar
highlands, and after following for several miles through thick

jungle and over burnt clearings, the sun getting hotter and

hotter, we at last pub him up about noon, making him rush off
through the forest without our even getting a sight of him. T
took up the tracking patiently for an hour more, and then we
heard the trampling and snorting and smashing of thorn-trees
again,  Following at o run, we saw him standing broadside-on,
listening, in the centre of several acres of very transparent but
dense and thorny wait-a-bit cover.  We at once lay down.  Not
licaring our footsteps any more, the rhino trotted forward, head
lield ngh, for fifty yards, and then stood and listened again
lle looked decidedly vicious. We crawled up to a small cver
green shrub, and I sat up behind it, and taking a steady rest upon
my knees, fired for his ear at a range of seventy yards with my
ten-bore rifle.  The bull dropped in his tracks, an inert mass.
(foing up, we found that the ten-bore bullet had hit him exactly
where T aimed, entering under the left ear and stopping under
the skin of the right temple.

It was twenty-five miles from camp, and as the camel was
fully occupied in carrying the massive hoad and a few shields,
I had to tramp the whole way. This, added to the hot track-
ing work of five honrs before we got the rhino, and the fast
run after putting him up, made a long day's work, and T was
right glad at sunset to meet some men whom my brother had
considerately sent back with water and dates to bring us on
to my half of the caravan, which he had halted for me at
Hadddma. He had gone on to Warer, for we never allowed
shooting to delay the rate of progress, and I came up with him
there next morning ; as usnal we re-formed the donble camp,
with our Cabul tents side by side.  The camp was pitched near
the wells in a beautiful glade, covered with green grass, kept

b
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We now saw the intention of the Abyssinian leader, and, as
it would never do for our Somélis to suppose that we could be
detained against our will, we decided to take the next step ; and
going up to Digo, who was still sitting on the carpet inside the
little hut, I threatened to complain to Rds Makunan, the Governor
of Harar, if this attempt at our arrvest should be persisted in.

Dago said that we ourselves might go where we liked, but
that our Somalis, camels, and property must remain inside the
euclosure.  We refused this separation, and told the officials
stmply that we were going out.  Somce of the soldiers became
excited, and began shouting, but were silenced.

Again 1 walked over to Digo, and he said the caravan could
not go without the order of the Ras; that it would take till to-
morrow at noon for a horseman to go to arar and get this order,
and our party must e detained in custody till then.

I stayed talking to him for a moment, while my brother
quictly told off an advance and rear guard, passing the word
round for each of our followers to mark his man, and to put a
bullet into him should an attack be made upon us. 1 then
finally told Ddgo that we were going, and walked to the
cntrance, where my hunter Géli silently put into my hands the
double four-bore elephant rifle, loaded in each barrel with fonr-
teen drams of powder and fifty SSC slugs.  This rifle, so loaded,
seatters a good dead, wnd would have been quite equal to the
oceasion.

We had not mistaken our friend Dago.  The forces were
exactly equal, not counting the (ildessa crowd, some of whom
would have been for, and some against ns, and seeing we were
capable of carrying our point, and being afraid of the responsi-
bility he would incur by using force, he called me back and
cousented to our leaving, with our men, our camels, and our
baggage, provided I would write a letter to Ras Makunan, to
state why we had come to Gildessa. With my Obrother and
hall a dozen men, ail having their rifles ready, I entered Digo’s
hut, and we sat down on the carpets in a circle, and he pushed
me a reed pen, ink, and paper.

I wrote a short note to the Ras in Fnglish, stating thal we
had come to examine caravan routes for the Aden authorities,
and meant no harm.  That we had also had seme shooting,
and wished to go to Zeila; and 1 begged lnm to accept, as an
acecompaniment to my letter, a pair of rhinoceros horns, those
of one of the two cows I had shot in the Dilh Wiyilel.
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wis more important, in hunting-grounds hitherto untouched by
lluropeans.

We should have started early on the 26th, but had great
difficulty in getting guides to the Rer Ali tribe, because the
Bertirt at Jig-Jiga were airaid that if they assisted us they
would be made to regret it by the Abyssinians. But on my
showing Makunan's passport to the Shiém in charge of the
stockade, he promiscd the people that they would receive no
harm on my acconnt, and T marched with two Pertirt guides
al @AM

We threaded our way through grass-plaing and jungle to
Kuredelli in the Jerer Valley, which runs soulh-cast towards the
Webbe Shabéleh ; and on reaching this place in the evening, I
was delighted to find a pool of water in the rocky bed of the
river, the cdges of which were literally covered with tracks of
lirge game.  Among other animals a lion and a rhineceros
had come to drink on the preceding night.

The river-bed was very rocky, and sunk some fifteen fect:
below the level of the surronnding plain, which was covered
with dense mimdsa jungle.  Talf a mile up the channel, to the
west of the pool, was my camp, pitched under shady trees in
a glade of good but rather dry grass.  ‘Tliere had heen, as usual,
a drought daring the Jildl scason, but the drought this year
had heen particularly severe because the previous Deir or light
winter rains had failed, so that Kuredelli was one of the few
pools of surface water left in the whole of this elevated country,
and there was not a drop to be got for many miles round.  The
water was covered with duckweed, and was of a bright emerald
green colour throughout, and had almost the consistency of
pea-soup ; but, curiously enough, it was perfectly sweet and
good, and we drank it for a week without harm.

The pool was nol more that fifteen yards long by five wide,
its longer axis pointing up and down the river-bed ; and on the
northern side it was overhung by a steep scarp of rock some
five feet high, whero the limestone had been undermined by the
swirl of the river when in flood.  Above the rocky searp were
thick thorn-trees, whose branches overhung the river bed, and
under these branches, on the edge of the searp and overlooking
the pool, I constructed a small bower, bearing a rugged resem-
blanee to a box in w Karopean theatre.  Nothing could spring
on us from behind because of the interlaced branches of the
trees which made our roof, while the floor was n smooth slab

— . e e

-~

viI JOURNEY 70 WEBKLE SHABELEH RIVER 179
of limestone, and in front and at the top of the small precipice
were piled thorn Lirinches breast-high, so that I could fire over
them. The front of the bux was otherwise quite open, and the
field of view embraced two right angles.

We made this retreat in an hour, and I took up a position,
as night fell, in the hower with my two hunters (el and Hassan.
We carried my three ritles and spare ammunition, and four
more men brought my bedding, blankets for my hnuters, a
lamp, matches, and my water hottle full of coffee. We did not
forgel o waterprool sheet each, to be used in case of rain,

My four carriers had also brought a donkey, which they tied
up to a block on a slab of himestone shelving down into the pool
on the farther side, for we hoped therchy to attract lions; the
carriers then went off to camp, and left us squatting silently in
onr shelter.

I describe onr arrangements thus in detail because T have
in this way sat out for game on scorces of nights, and one descrip-
tion will serve for all. There is one thing | never omit, when
about to spend a night in one of these jungle shelters, or when
marching by night, and (hat is to decorate the centre vib of
each of my game rifles with a long strip of white foolscap
paper, to assist the aim ; for, however good the moonlight may
be, it is impossible to see the tiny ivory fore-sight at night.

T sab over this pool on five successive nights. On the
first three hywenas came, but no lion or rvhinoceros. The
hyweuns invariably came silently down to drink till they saw
the living bait, and then at once took fright and galloped away ;
on the sueceeding four nights I thercfore dispensed with the
bait.  For two hours, after the moon rose, several wild ducks
kept us interested by playing about in the water and quacking,
quite unaware of our presence. I then went o sleep. We
saw nothing on the next evening, and 1 slept all night in the
shelter, waking up covered with dew at daylight, and returning,
rather still” with the exposure, to camp,

On the third night T was roused by Geli, whose eyes 1T
could see Mull of excitement: iu the semi-darkness; and still crouch-
ing below my screen of branches, 1 could hear the wallowing of
some heavy animal in the soft mnd at the water’s edge. We
were all on the alert as T gently felt for the four-bore which
[Tassan shoved into my hands. On cautiously poking my
head above the screen, I saw the great form of a rhinoceros
standing motionless as a carved sphinx in the moonlight,
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casting a deep black shadow upon the white rock. 1 stood
crect, and raising my arms placed the butt of the four-bore
to my shoulder. 'The action was seen, for the beast trotted
forward a few steps, and then galloped across the slabs of rock
for a path which ascended the bank on my side of the river,
and led behind my shelter. I fired at his shoulder hurriedly,
and, sad to say, heard no answering “tell,” showing that the
bullet had not struck: and before T could look under the
smoke | heard the rhinoceros, with a succession of snorts,
gallop up the hank and trot behind my shelter ; then all sound

ceased but the animal’s breathing, which we could hear distinctly,
close to and above us, only scparated from us by the stout
interlaced branches of the back of our “box.” We stood with
rifles at the “charge,” ready to fire and throw onrselves down
into the river-bed should his ngly head and horns protrude into
our bower. Tle did not keep us in suspense long, but after
listening for more than a minute, trotted off, the sonnd of his
[ootsteps getting fainter on the still night air, and eventually
dying away.

On the 29th T returned to camp at sunrise, and swallowing
a cup of hot coller, which my cook, having heard the shot and
divined its purport, had prepared, I took up the tracks with two
camelmen, letting CGéli and Hassan sleep in camp.  We followed
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them till Yioon, the sun being fearfnlly hot ; but, cither through
the unskilfulness of my trackers, or through the absence of blood
on the track causing me to lose heart in the fearful heat, we
had to leave the trail at a stony ravine ; and in the afternoon
returned to camyp, lired out.

Swallowing some food, T took a short sleep; and towards
sunset went out again with ({¢li and Hassan into the bush to
the west.  Suddenly Géli pointed, and saying < Libal /" (Lions)
started to run across an open plain of bare red ecarth; and
there, three hundred yards away, were a lioness and young lion
reclining by the stem of a tall, shady thorn-tree, looking al us.
I had been scarching for rhinoceros, and was burdened with
my double four-bore rifle, so when Géli started running he al
once gob ahead of me, and 1assan, curried away by excitement,
fullowed suit.  The brutes, seeing three men running across _the
plain towards them, stood up, stretched themselves, and giving
n toss of the tail and a savage growl, eantered away across the
siwn-baked earth in full view, and plunged into the low mimdsa

jungle beyond. 1 yan up to (éli much put out, and snatching

my HT7 Ixpress from his hand, and giving him the heavy rifle
to retard his pace, plunged into the bush and grass after the
lions, but the grass was so thick and dry that I soon overian
the almost invisible tracks, and though we made several trics
back on to the red soil, we eventually lost them, and 1 returned
to camp disgusted with the afternoon’s entertainment. 4
On the next night wo all awoke at the same time, while
the moon was still low, having been roused by the disturbance
of the pool ; and we made so much noise in throwing off our
blankets and getting ready, that a rhinoceros, which il
come down to the pool, heard us and wmade off. T firc«.l th.e
four bore, and my bullet caught it in the shoulder, scnding it
galloping up the bank, snorting as before. The heast waited,
listening close behind my hiding place for nearly ten minutes ;
then all sounds ceased, and T thought it must be dead. Tt had,
however, slipped quietly away ; so there was nothing to be done,
and we went to sleep.  When we woke again the moon was well
up, it being about two oclock in the morning. Céli had
awakened me, having seen something pass among the hushes on
our bank of the river, between my hiding-place and the camp.
The moon was throwing a fine light on the limestone slabs
which composed the floor of the river-bed, and as we gazed in
the direction in which Géli pointed, rubbing our cyes, wo saw
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against the white hackground three large animals wallk oul from
the bushes into the open near the pool ; one glance told us that
they were full-grown lionesses.

They walked quietly across till they reached the place
where the rhinoceros had been standing when first hit ; and
then stood together smufling at the blood, which we found
next day in quantitics on the rocks. I could count their twelve
short and stout legs showing in silhouette agninst the white
floor of the river-bed, as they stood motionless, heads bent over
the fresh blood, appearing to consult together. T reserved my
fire, as | knew they had come to drink, and would give me
a better chanee, nearer Lo my sheller, later on.  The lioncsses
then walked slowly aeross the river-bed in single file, up a
path which ascended the opposite bank, and then disappeared.
But they hasd not really gone, for from time to time during the
next half hour T could see their round heads raised in silhouctte
against the sky-line, above the black outline of the hank ; they
too were watching the pool for game !

[ must have dozed off to sleep again, for the moon had
swung over a good deal towards the western horizon, when
I noticed Celi squatting in a listening attitude, and hewd a
steady lapping as of an animal drinking. (i¢li whispered,
" Now, be ready, Sahib!™ and slowly raising my head above
my sereen, pushing the muzzle of my Express forward at the
same time, T saw over the barrels the body of a lioness extended,
hind-quarters flattened against the rock, shoulders high and
head down towards me, lapping the water on the farther side
of the pool. T did not wait long, but glancing between her
upraised shonlders and lowering the muzzle 1ill the white paper
on the rib between the barrels had disappeared, 1 pulled the
trigger. My bower was full of smoke, and I ducked under the
screen as the report of the rifle was instantly followed by a
roar and a splash, and jumping to our fect we just saw the
lioness, after having sprung into the centre of the pool to get
at us, in the act of raising her dripping body out of the
water.  No doubt the cold douche had damped her enthusiasm,
and she had turned back. Before | conld take a sight down
the barrels she rushed off across the rviverbed, pulling up in
the sombre belt of bush on the farther side to roll about and
growl.  There was nothing more to be done, and though my
Somdlis hinted that she might be hunied by moonlight, I,
mindful of onr Gebili lcopard, preferred to wait till morning
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before: following o wounded lioness into those dark evergreen
bushes. . '

I woke up again at sunrise, and without going to camp or
tasting food. at once took up the tracks of the lioness. Iler
line of retreat was sprinkled with blood.  We drew the hushes
under the opposite bank very carefully, and then began to ascend
the bank by the path, the wind being with us, blowing towards
the sonth.  Before we had reached the top we heard several
lond roars a few hundred yards beyond, and as we appearved on
the higher level the rvoars were vedoubled, issuing from low,
wray, leafless mimasa bush,  We followed, keeping to the @rm'ks,
and at last saw, cighty yards away, the head of the lioness,
held vertically. vegarding ns intently from the partial mm:(:ulA
ment of a tuft of grass on the farther side of a glade. She
seemed to be on the eve of charging, the black point of her
tail twitching nervously behind her head, which bore a nasty

“expression. T fired, Int missed the small mark.  There were

now cight of us, come of my men who had come to take away
the blankcts and other things from the bower having joined us,
We stood in an irregular line, fully expecting o bchm'gv, and T
firl another standing shot at the wicked looking head, my
bullet going harmlessly through the grass. Tooking vnder the
smoke quickly, I saw her still in the same place, but she was in
a greater rage than ever, and kept up a steady low growling.
This was my first experience of one of these animals after having
been so badly mauled by one, and the situation was becoming
highly exeiting. T now sat down, and resting hoth clbows on
my knecs, took a careful shot. Her head dropped, showing I
had Killed her, and we walked up to where she Iny.

My first bullet. fired at her while drinking al the w :\tpr, had
steuek her in the left forearm and shattered it, accounting for
her not having charged ; and my last had touched her left
cheek, and then entering perpendicularly, had‘ expanded and
earricd away half the brain-pan.  She was :'L‘hnc lioness, the
skin being in splendid condition. L told Céli and ITMassan to
sty and skin her, as I had to follow up the rhinoceros wounded
in the early part of the night. But they begged to be allowed
to go with me, so I left two camelmen to do the skinning of the
loness. )

Cloing to camp and hastily swallowing some coffce, we re-
turned to the scene of last night’s ndventure, and found the
tracks of the rhinoceros plentifully sprinkled with blood.  One
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of the legs appeared to be injured at the shoulder, as the trail
where the foot had heen dragged along the ground was plainly
visilile.

At nine o'clock we entered dense mimosa bushes, of a

peculiarly thorny kind, called &illedt, and under one of these -

saw the rhinoceros, a large cow.  She saw us first, however, and
charged, getting a pair of four-bore bullets in the chest at rather
long range as she cune on.  Hassan handed me my cight-hore,
and 1 carefully aimed at her shoulder as she pieked hersell up
and came on again; but there was nothing in the rifle, and |
had to bolt to the right, leaving her to scleet a vietim from
among my wmen, who, more active than I, were dancing about
the bush yelling out divections to me to fire!  When 1 had got
i a couple of cartridges I fired at her right and left ; and the
secotul shot, steiking obliquely through her shonlders from the
front. brought her to the gronnd, and she died, still retaining
the kneeling position after Life had left her. Going up, 1 found
that last night's ball from the four-hore had injured her shonlder,
She had gone several miles, had taken three four bore and two
eight bore bullcts, and had died gune, having chosen the worst
kind of bush she could pick out for the final scene. T photo.
graphed her as she lay kneeling, leaficss thorny mimeosas spreading
their branches all round her, in the strong, defensive poxition
she Juiud chosen as her last retreat, the sun casting o shadow in
every wrinkle of her thick hide.

Heturning to caunp, I laid the rhino and lioness heads side
by side and photographed them, making a envious and unique
JHcture to remind me of a good morning’s sport. hefore hreakfast.

While arranging the bower at mid-day for our last and fifth
vigil, a large spotted hymna enme to drink ; and not wishing to
disturb lions by firing a rifle, I ran after him, followed by my
Somdlis.  We had no weapons but unloaded Sniders, and my
knife and pistol. Running hard to cut him off, T was ahead of
the men as he gained the slope of the river-bank, and fired hoth
barrels of my pistol, missing him with one barrel but knocking
him over with the second. e picked himself up and disappeared
over the top of the bank, taking the path the wounded lioness
had followed in the morning ; we, however, gained on him, as
he was crippled by my bullet, and he hid under a low mimésa.
The men cawme np in front, and one of them shoved the buth of
a Snider into his face, under the low-spreading branches. e
scized hold of this and chewed at it vigorouxly, while I was able
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to get round unobserved in his rear, and ereeping behind the
stems of the hush, to drive my knife mercifully into his ribs.

At about three o'clock on the afternoon of this day,AZch
March, my camp being still at Kuredelli, a large force, consisting
of two or three hundred men, mostly naked, and all armed with
shield and spear, or bow and quiver, issued from the bush north
of camp and came running past, going due son‘th. As .they
passed the camp they scarcely answered our ]}urrlc(_l questions,
bt my men gathered that they were Abbasgil Somilis belonging
to some kariag a few miles to the north, and that their eattle
had just been raided by the Habr Awaland driven south lhrm!gln
the hush of the lwad. My men lawghed at them for #oing
naked, but they said they had no time to bother about their
tobes ; they had come light for running, and only wanted their
cattle hack. Party after party passed us, and meu singly and
in couples, all in the same state of nakedness and excitement.

I sat up, as on the four previous nights, in my favourite
bower, and at abond 1 a.m. these people returned with a lage
mob of cattle which they had recovered and were bringing home.
They were talking cxeitedly as they approached the pool.  We
heard one man ask, “ Where were you wounded 17 and another
answer, “Oh, m the leg, bt it isn't bad.”

"'he eattle were driven past with clouds of dust and a clamour
of excited voices, and then they all disappeared in the distance,
and I heard my sentry challenge them as they drew up at my
camp half a mile away, and after another half-hour of chatter
they gradually settled down to rest. T had never met this clan
of the Abbasgil before. The men flocked to eamp next day
from their karias in greal numbcers, and secing the trophics of
the lioness and rhinoceros lying on the grass ontside my tent
door, they said, *“The Abyssinians can't do that; their guns are
small, and arc only good for killing women and children and
old men with : you lnglish are our friends, and all the Ogddén
tribes loak to you, our masters, for protection against Abyssinia.”

On 31st March we made two marches to Girbi, seventeen
miles eastward along the Jerer Valley, and the next day we
made a shorl march in a heavy storm of rain, the burst of the
south-west monsoon ; and the red clay became so- sticky that
we were obliged to halt in the thick bush. When things were
a little dry again, T went out towards sunset into the level
thorn-forest to look for beisa. We had gone abont a mile from
camp when we saw o large bull rhinoceros trotting along under
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the trees & quarter of a mile away, having evidently winded us.
We ran ab an angle to cut him off, but he changed his paco to a
heavy gallop, crashing through the thick parts of the jungle as
if they hnd been clumps of grass. We followed in his walke,
but failed to get within shot, for a rhinoceros should not be
fired at from a greater distance than ahout cighly yards; and
so we settled steadily down to his tracks, hoping to cateh him
np hefore nightfall.  He vetreated into thick bush, and as he

was going with the wind he twice winded us, and made off

when we were close up, but the jungle being thick we could
not sec him. At last, night coming on, we left him and re
turned to camp after dark, tired and disappointed.

Next day, the 2nd April, we marched again.  As we advanced
down the Jferer Valley by rapid stages we passed suddenly from
country dried up by continned drought into a world of green
grass and jungle, with an overeasl sky, the effeet of the sonth
west monsoon over the lower Jerer Valley some ten days before.
Nothing can he more pleasant in Somaliland than this sudden
change : the camels march better owing to fresh fodder ; the
air s rendered cool, allowing one to travel during any hour of
the day ; and the thorn trees give out a strong perfume.

At 530 ry. on 3rd April we camped in the bush, witheut
water, at Manjoadéyn. Before camping I fired at a buck
Waller's gazelle, wounding it badly, but it did not dvop at
onee, and we had to follow it up. I was rather fagged, hav-
ing done a long march on foot owing lo my camel being lanme;
and sending on ahead my Midgan hunter, Hassan, I followed the
tracks with Géli al a leisurely paee. We ab last ecame 1o the
buck, lying dead, and IHassan standing over it. e reported
that he had just seen the buck pulled down before his eyes
by a panther, which had caught sight of him after springing,
and cantered away through the forest.

Sending the three camels and mule out of sight into somnc
thick bush to the south, and ordering a cnmehnan to overtake
the caravan and have the camp pitched, [ sat with Géli and
Iassan by the stem of a treo on a hare patech of ground some
fifteen yards from the body of the buck, the sun shining hori-
zontally from hehind our backs.

We waited for half an hour. then (*¢li pointed to the north-
east, wnd the panther came gliding silently throngh the vader
Lrush, straight for the body of the huek. While lie was yet
one hundred and fifty yards off [ saw his beautifully spotted
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skin and head, and marking his course chose a bush cighty
yards away, aligning the sight so as to be ready to fire when
he should come out into the open beyond on our side. I held
the ivory foresight over this spot, and as he passed the bush
and his head and shoulders appeared, I pulled, a satisfactory
thud answering the ring of the rifle ; and in the stillness follow-
ing the shot 1 saw a tail violently agitated above the grass.
Slipping in a fresh cartridge, I walked up and found the panther
dead, shot througl the neck.

I Iaid Wi body hy the side of that of the wellerd, and photo
graphed the pair, eutting down some thorn trees, whase Iwanches
threw long shadows over the picture ;. then ealling for the eamcls
and loading up the bodies. we followed the tracks of the eavavan,
and found camp pitched two miles from the scene of this incident.

We made two marches to Haljid, where, hearing by night
the croaking of thousands of frogs, we discovered a considerable
body of water, in the form of a pool half a milo long, occupying
the river channel in the centre of the Jever Yalley.  There were
plenty of rhino, beisa, and lesser koudoo tracks heve. | remained
halted all day on Hth April, shooting three heisa out of a herd
and on the evening of the 6th we marched to 'Tuli. We lost
our way while hunting at some distance from the caravan, and
only found the new eamp at midnight after signal shots had
been fired. 1 remained in this ncighbourhood for four days to
hnnt, as rhinoceroses were numerous. coming to drink at night
at the pools in the centre of the valley, and going away great
distances in every direction to hide in the thick mimésa forests
hy day.  The best way to find them is to visit the pools in the
carly morning, and follow any tracks of the night before.  In
this way, after four or five howrs’ tracking, once is likely to come
upon them feeding, or, if after eleven o'clock, lying under a
shady bush asleep.

On 7th April my men found a dozen young ostriches in the
thick jungle near Tult Hill.  They were pretty little birds with
soft yellow and black down for plumage, and beady black eycs,
and stood a foot high, on sturdy yellow legs. I did all T could
te get the parent cock hird : first, by following behind a camel,
and then by sitting till mid-day in ambush near the wnest; but
all attempts were unavailing. We had these young birds for
ten days or more in our ecamp, carrying them, when marching,
in hutehes made of empty beer-boxes, on camel back ; and they
became very tame, but cventually, one by one, all died.
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On the 8th April T rose before dawn with Geli, Hassan, my
camelman Abokr, my sais Dawra, and a guide. We took one
camel with us, and holding due west we entered the ihick
mimoésa forest called Gol Wiyileh, or the “ Valley of Rhino-
ceroses.”  After going four miles, when we had gained the
centre of the valley. in dense bush, we came to fresh tracks of
three of these animals, which had passed late in the night,
making for the south-west from the pools of the Jerer Valley.
They led us through many miles of thick bush, but the tracking
was easy owing Lo there being three together ; awd ab one o’clock
in the afternoon, after having left camp for seven howrs, we came
an thein standing in the dense shade of a thick elwmp of umbrella
mimosas.  There was a full-grown bull, accompanied by a large
cow and a bull calf, the big bull having a fine front horn.

I at once sank to a sitbing position, holding my eight bore,
while Hassan laid down the heavy four-bore on the grass beside
we to be used in oense of a charge. The big bull wns eighty
yards away ; | fired for his ear, and he dropped dead, remaining
in a sitting posture and looking as if carved in stone. 1 fired
the other barrel at one of the others, which turned out to he the
large calf, and the game made off. We decided not to follow at
onee, but to give them time to get over their fright, as they had
never actually seen us. So I took a careful photograph of the
big bull, and after taking off the head and some shields, T sent
Danra back to Tili on Kas Makunan’s mule, telling him to
hring the camp to a deserteld zeriba we had noticed while
tracking, not far from where the bull lay.

Leaving Abokr, the guide, and a camel by the body, 1 took
my two hunters, (¢li and Hassan, and followed the track of the
remaining rhinoceroses, which was plentifolly sprinkled with
blood. I came upon them in thick cover, standing forty yards
away, heads towards us; and at onee sitting down with the rifle
I was carrying,- which happened to be the heavy four-bore, 1
fired at the nearest head through a maze of interlaced branches.

The four-bore pushed me over on my back, and the rhinos
charged us at once with a volley of pulling sounds, crashing
through the jungle at full gallop. As I rose to my feet the
young bull passed me, and took after the two men; the big cow
followed, passing at a distance of only ten yards, and T threw
the rifle to my shoulder and knocked her over, making her turn
a somersault with her lour legs fighting the air! Cliving a
hurried look at her, and seeing her lying still, T rushed on after
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gazclles, and a rhinoceros. 1 had a long hunt after the last, as
the men were pitching camp, but going hard for two or three
miles over very broken thorny country he fairly beat us, and we
gave him up and relurned to camp, knocked up by the hot
sun.

We made an cvening march to a river-bed, choked with
dense evergreen jungle and some high trees hung with rope-like
creepers, and our guide, going into the thickest of this te look
for water, started a cow rhinoceros and calf.  Ile came running
back to us shouting, Wiy Wiyl 77 (Rhinoceros), while the
mother and her young one galloped out on the farther side of
the jungle with a crash, and took away over the low stony hills.
By the time I could get possession of my big rifle and run after
them, they were seen quite a thousand yards away disappearing
round the shoulder of a rocky, thorn-covered hill, and running
up to this spot. a few minutes later § was unable to sight them
again, and the ground being unsuitable for tracking we lost
them.

We made three more marches to Durhi; and [ came upon
the tracks of a herd of zchras an hour before pitching camp
there on the 17th. Here we found several kavias of the
Malingtir Ogéadén.  The first people we saw were a group
standing round an open grave; and on inquiring we found
they were burying the body of a young woman who had been
torn out of a hut from among several of her sleeping friends on
the night before by a man-cating lion.

These people had never seen one of my conntrymen before,
but on hearing 1 was Tngrés (Fnglish) they ran at me, elling
out that I must shoot the lion and drive away the Amhara. |
was led some miles into. the bush to the west, where | fouund
a party of the Malingur following the lion, armed with their
spears ; but the tracks led on to very stony and thorny hills,
and my guides being either unable or unwilling to keep them,
we gave 16 up and I returned to camp, which had been pitehed
between two large karias. We had a severe thunderstorm at
night ; a lion walked round my tent during the storm, as we
saw next morning by his tracks in the mud only five yards
away from the head of my bed. On the following day | went
out and shot two Criévy's zebras, the meat of which my men
finished.  We also saw tracks of another Lion.  Next day | shot
another zebra, the flesh of which 1 gave io the Malingir, 1
tied up a camel ab night, intending to sit out for a lion, but
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among the bushes we found the jaw-bones, with the grinders
still embedded in them. The Somilis said this was all that was
left, because the Esa Misa cattle and the koodoo had eaten all
the soft parts of the bones.

SOMALI RHINQCENROS(thinocerys bivorais),

Ting Brack RuiNocrros (Khinoceros bivvrnis)
Native name. Wiyl

I'or years the black rhinoceros has been known to exist in
the interior of Somdliland ; and going Farther in every year, 1
have been expecting to come to its ground. The first Somdli
rhinoceroses were shot by my brother and wyself in our
Abyssinian border-trip in August 1892, and since then but fow
have been bagged by Europeans. They come far north of the
range of the zebras, sometimes wandering as far towards the
const as the grass-plains of Toyo, a hundred miles south of
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Berbera, where they hide in the patches of drr grass.  They are
common in the southern parts of the Tinud ; but 1 never found
any signs of them during many expeditions in the Habr Awal,
Fsa, and Gadabursi countrics. They are most common in the
valleys of the Tug Jerer and Tug Fafan, and thence southward
as far as the Webbe; and they are also plentiful beyond the
Webbe in Géllaland. Rhinoceroses are said to exist to the
south-east of Berbera, but in our trip to the Dolbahanta country
we never saw traces of them.

We found them to be the most stupid game animals we
encountered, and easily approached if the wind was right.
They were not very prone to charge, and in their blind, head-
long rush seemed to see nothing, so that by stepping to one
side and standing perfectly still a man would probably be safe.
The transparent and thorny natwre of the billeil bush, which
is always their last sanctuary, renders a man rather helpless,
and if seen and charged, and wnable to find elbow-room owing
to the walls of impenetrable thorns, he would probably be killed.
Rhinoceros-shooting is very exciting, but it is chiefly the nature
ol the jungle which makes it so. I have never seen more than
three of these brutes together. The ground they usnally prefer
is a network of stony, broken hills, covered with galdl ov billeil
Jungle, and having some river-bed not too many miles distant,
where they can go at night to drink and bathe, They travel
considerable distances to the river, and wander all night up and
down the channel looking for a convenient pool, and making a
maze of tracks in the soft sand.  The Abbasgul, Malingur, and
Rer Amdden tribes eat their flesh when hangry + and T found
it good, and once lived for a week on little clac.

We could usually cut from fifteen lo thirty fighting shields
from each rhinoceros, three-quarters of an inch thick and from
fifteen to eighteen inches in diameter, worth about a dollar
apiece at the coast. Everywhere in Central Ogddén  the
caravan-tracks are furrowed in grooves a yard or more long
and six inches deep, which look like the work of a plough.
This is done by the rhinoceros as he walks along. A goad pair
of bull’s horns measure nincteen inches for the front and five
inches for the back one.




