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S C I E N T I F I C  BIEETI  N O S  

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY O F  LONDON. 

Jauuary  18, 1887. 

Prof. W. U. Flower, LL.D., F.R.S., President, in t he  Chair. 

The  Sccrcti~ry rend the  following report  on the  additions to the 
Society's 3le1iiigerie d u r i ~ ~ g  the  month of December 1886 :- 

Tht. total ~nurnber of registered additions to  the  Society's hlenn- 
~ w i e  tluIillg tt,e month  of December wns S!). Of these 1 wns bp 
birtir, ;l 1,y I,reienti~tion, Ci t ~ y  purcl~nse, 6 by exchange, and lj on 
drl~osit. 'I'IIC tot111 nulnbcr of departures dur ing the  satrle period, 
by t lrnll~ nrltl rc~novnl*, mils 12.5. 

'I'l~e most ~~o t i cea l ) l e  n t ld i t io~~s  during the  rnonL11 mere:- 
1. ti young male of t 1 1 ~  true Zebra, Equus cebra, purchnsed 

ncccnthcr 1 1t11, c\ hich fills 11 scrioi1.i void in orrr col lec t io~~ of Eqnitle, 
no sl~ecinne~~u of  this now rnre nr~irnnl linvilig heen received by t l ~ c  
Society since lSli7. It \vould appear, however, from Mr. 11. A. 
Erytlon's r r ce~ i t  letter in the Field l, tha t  tliis nnimal is  not yet, ns 
l ~ n s  I)erlr s1r111)osrd, quite cxti~lct  it] the  CILPC Colony. 

2. A. !.ourrg male of tlre lnrger I~idiatr Ouc-lioroed Rhinoceros < 
(1t'hinocero.r u~licorni.~),  ~ ~ r e s c t ~ t e t l  by If .XI. The Jlahnrnjrh of 
Coucl~ Ilclrnr, l:.%.S., t l tror~gh thc  kitrd intervention of Dr. U. 

JIr. 11. .\. I:rvdo~~ says:-"TIlo truo Zubrn, tho Eqrtus moniasrr~, thc 11ippo. 
tigri, of tllr! nncicnti, tile d h o \ ~  of the Hottentotir, and the aildo 
1mr.c) of LIIC GIP. I)utcb, il purc l~  and c~rntinlly n mountainio-obiGa:? 
IL inll:lbi~* tllc ~lroat renlotc nnd r~roncd runges of It10 Cn o Oolony; nud at tho 
prcsn~t timc, tliou:11 sadly rcclucc<?:n numbers and in t i e  limits of its occur- 
renco, it I ~ I I ~ ~  be roultd iri the S~~co\vcnburg, the Z~vnnrt ltuegens, the Z\varlberg, 
and \Viaterl~ock rnountni~ls, urld in onc cr two otlrer locayities, in tho Erwtoru 
Prorinrc. Quitc rcccntly n troop \:.RE running on tho ~lopej  of the Cuckscornb, 
tllo Ilighrst p w k  (t;(XW) fcet in I~eiglnt) of tho Wiutor1ioek."-The Field, vol. 
lniii. 11. (Sir;, Ucc. -4, 1st; .  
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2 hll l .  P. L. SC1,ATER ON CI111YSOTIS IIODINI. [Jan. 18, 

Simpson, and receired Decelnber 25tl1. This is an important 
acquisition, as the only other specimc~~ \ve possess of this huge 
nnilrlnl is tile mnle I,resentcd by the lntc t i r th~ l r  Groie, Esq., F.Z.S., 
which has lately s l ~ o x ~ l  serious s y n i p t o ~ ~ ~ s  of old age. 

Mr.  F. TIT. Stynn, F.Z.S., plnced on tlie tnble for exhibition a 
collectio~l of eggs of Chinese birds, w l ~ i c l ~  lie hnd made iu the 
vicinity of Kinkiang and Shanghni. The collection contained 
clutches of t l ~ e  eggs of Cyanopoli~rs cyunus, C'hitia hotte~~iotla,  
Acridotheres cristatellus, Corvus torqllatus, Jllrnia acuficauda, 
Rhynchreo capensis, Hydrophasianus chirrrrgus, Gallicrex cristalus, 
Ardefta~aricol l is ,  Anas zo~~orlryncha, and Podiceps nlinor. 

Air. Hownrd Saunders, F.Z.S., cnlletl nttentio~i to a specin1e~l of 
the I!editerrnnrnn Black-headed Gull (Larus melnnocephc~lus), :hot 
on Breydon Water, nenr Great Ynrnioutl~, OII the 26th December, 
1886, and sent up for eshibition bp hlr. G. Srnitli of that to rn .  J l r .  
Saunders rc~narked thnt the bird was an ndult in winter plumnge 
(i.e. without the I~lnck nuptial hood), ns indicated by the primaries 
being of a purr white, excr11t s nnrrolv hlnck strrnk on the outer ~ e b  
of t l ~ c  first pri~nnry, n colorntion \rltich distit~gl~ishcs the ndult of this 
species from nuy other Gull of thc IIooded group. ;\U irnmnture 
esnmple of the sntne bird, sitid to l111ve ber~i shot ucnr Barking 
Creek, on the lo\ver Thnl~lcs, ill J n ~ ~ u n r y  18Gti, \\m in the British 
illuseurn; and there could bc littlc dottbt of the correc~ness of its 
history, ivl~ich hlr. Sau~~tlers  lind given i l l  'The  Ibis,' 1872, p. 79, 
ntld in the fourth edition of 'Ynrrell's British Birds,' vol. iii. 
p. 605. T l ~ c  son~ewl~nt restricted breeding-aren of L. a~elano- 
cq3hnlus was kno\vn to extend from the Blnck Sen nlong the Medi- 
terranean to the south-nrst const of Spnin outside the Straits of 
Gibraltar. RIr. Snundcru hatl nlso rensotl for believing thnt this 
species breeds 011 t l ~ c  sl~ores of Frilllee so11t11 of the Gironde; it 
u~~doubtedly frequrl~tcd t l~nt  const up to I3ordci11ls in winter, and 
ilfhl. AInrrnolto~t iu~d Pinn l~nd  stated tllnt 1111 exnmple taken at Le 
Crotoy, in Norn~andy, on the 28111 of November, 18;8, was in the col- 
Iectioo of the fornler. Sautb-westerly gales, such as prevailed in 
Decen~ber, would easily bring n strnggler to our sliores. 

Mr. Sclater cshibited a skill of the rnre An~nzon Parrot, Chrysotis 
boditti of Finscl~ (P. Z. S. 1873, p. 569, 1~1.  rlis.),,b~.ougl~t by JIr. 
TV. L. Sclater, F.Z.S., from Britis11 Guin~~n.  

The  specimea had been obtained alive fro111 n settler on the 
Amacuru River, British Guinnn, by Mr. E. F. it11 'I'hurn, in October 
last, and kept for some time living at  I\Inccnsseemn, his resideoce 
on the Ponleroo~~.  This Pnrrot was stnted to Ire lcnowu to the 
Werrnu Indians of the Amncuru district ns the l' Toun-toun," and 
to be found wild in the ~nountairious district of t l ~ e  Upper Amacuru. 
It was considered by the Indinns to be mt111.r a rnre bird, and was 
much valued for its talking proclivities. 




