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498  Obfervations Mathematical and

Befides thefe Memoires, that fell into Father Ger-
Billow’s hands, the Father hath alfo taken feveral Jour-
nies of three or four hundred Leagues into the very
Heart of the Country ; going fometimes toward the
Weft, fometimes to the South, obferving as much as
poffibly could be, the Longitude, and Latitude of the
moft remarkable Places. So that the Map that he
hath drawn out, begins at prefent to fupply us with a
right Idea of the difpofition, and fituation of this vaft
Country. : : .

Amongft the things that are moft fingular in that
Country, one may obferve a ridge of Mountains,
that are extended fo far into the Sea between the Eaft
and Norch, that it hath been, to this day, almoft im-
poflible for Mariners to know or to double its Cape 3
which makes fome fufpeé that this part of Afis may
peradventure be at this place comtiguous to the firm
Land of Americaz We have befides all this, made
feveral Obfzcvations concerning the variation of the
Needle upon Tides, upon the lengthof a fingle Pen-
dulum, which may however contribuse fomething to
the Perfeétion of Arts and Sciences.

Yet thefe general Obfervations have'not fo much
taken up our time but that we have {pared fome to
examine what there is in the Eaft moft curious, in the
way of Natural Philofophy, Anatomy, and Botany.

Our Sojourning at Siam afforded us an opportunt-
ty, to view feveral particular Animals, which we fel-
dyom or never feein Europe; as for exam le the Ele-
phant, the Nature of which we have defcribed, as
alfo its Daciblenefs, Strength, Courage, Dexterity,
the interior, and exterior Contexture of all its Parts 3
together with divers other Properties, that the very
People of that Country, that are accuftomed tothem,
cannot chufe but admire. _

There have we fecen Tygres, much different from
thofe that are fometimes to be {eenin France, and o-
ther Countries; whether you look upon the COlﬁ.llli;
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which is redith fallow, interlaced with large black
ftreaks, or whether you refpect the bignefs, which
fometimes is equal to the bignefs of Horfes; they
call cthem Royal Tygres: thofe they call Water Tygres
do exa&ly refemble a Cat. They live upon Fifh, but
do commonly live in Woods, or upon the Banks of
Rivers.

There is likewife to be feen your Rbinoceros's, one
of theoddeft Animals in the World, in my Opinion,
it hath fome refemblance with a wild Boar, only 1tis
a litle bigger, the Feet of it fomewhat thicker, and
the Body moare clouterly fhaped ; its Hide is covered
all over with thick large Scales, of a blackifh colour,
of an extraordinary hardnefs; they are divided into

« litele {quares, or buttons, rifing about a quarter of an
_inch above the Skin, in a manner like thofe of the

Crocodile ; its Legs feem to beengaged in a kind of
Boot, and its Head wrap'd about behind wich a flac
Capuche, or Monks Hood s which made the Porss-
guefz to call him the Indian Monk : its Head is thick
andgrofs : its Mouth not wide; its Muzzle thruft out,
and armed witha long thick Horn, that tnakes him

terrible to the very Tygres, Bufulo's and Elephants.
But that which feems the moft admirable in this
Animal, is its Tongue, which Nature hath covered
with fuch a rough Membrane, that it differs but litctle
from a File, fothat it flees.off’ the Skin of all that it
licks. Inaword, as we fee fome Animals here that
make a good Ragouft of Thiftles, whole litcle pricks
tickle the Fibres, or the Extremities of the Nerves of
the Tongue: fo likewife your Rbimoteros, takes de-
light in eating Branches of Trees, armed on all fides
with ftif Thorns, I have often given it fome of
them, whofe prickles were very hard andleng, and
1 admired how cunningly and greedily it bended them
immediately, and champ’d them in its Mouth withoue
doing itfelf any harm. "Tis true indeed, they fome-
times drew blood of him3 but that very thing made
Kka3 them




