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B TliIP I N "  THE hlXIJ:\Y PLKISSULA 

'I'HE CAVES OF SUKGIE BATU. 

llaluy I'enin-ulr-Stmirw S e t t l r t r i r r ~ ~ - l r n ~ ~ n r h ~ ~ t  Colony LUK little kuoro, 
8i tig~prc-Pcnar~g-afslacca-Thc Sative State; of tthc Peninsula- 
Vnricty of Rnces--tlcaaiies of Tropicnl Srencrj-I'eq~etual Verdure- 
Trip through the Natirc Statcr-Visit t o  the 'Tin )liner of Qurrlh 
Lumpur and tho Cares of Sunk+ Balu-Sprl : Crocodile Yhootiog, 
Tig~:PgSingspore thc " C k p h  Jut~ctio~i " of the  FA^, &C., &C., &C. 

" COME - old fellow, what do ybu say to a run up 
illto the Native States?" said my friend R-- of the 
b y n l  l '  I~icidentalu," one day rw I wnllied up the vcrandal~ 
steps of [lie comforwblc little toes-lbousc in Fort Canning, 
Sing,r;rp>re, occupied jointJy by clctrrchmonts of thc Royal 
" Dmgol~s," " Ill~zcrs," and " I~icideutals." 

I should like to vezy luuch," said I, " Gut- 
n u t  what?" said R-- with  a doubting shake of the 

Iread. " You don't rnran to say you h;~t*e any wurk to 
do ? "  

" \York ! I should riitlier t.bi11k so. r)mplztches, nccounts, 
letrcm, periodical rctnrns, &C., &C.; Lesideu, wlio is to act 
for rue while I am anay 1 " 

" Redad, an' if it comes to that, oi'm o u r  ~n:iu." 
The la3t remark carlie from a figure (reclining u p n  a 

hamboo nmi-chair behind us), \\+.hose f:~ce was isidden by 
A n C ~ ~ s ~ ~ : ~ ~ n s r ,  the dropping of which disdowd the smiling 
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that wo~ild take six or soveu persous llolding cncli other's 
hands to reach routltl, a11d tow*cring up to cl~orrnous 
hcights, covered in m:mp cases \{-it11 bt.antifi11 orctrids and 
creeping plants, and interspersed with trc-c aucl runking 
ferns, beautiful flowcw, such as thc Ilyhisc~~s, tuliptree, 
fla~nbo~nnt, &c,, &c. In  crossing onc valley 15-0 passed 
a sulall dc.serter1 clc:\ritrg and a few n:~tive shoutieu. 

The latter had I~ud n visit bat  n sl~ort time before from 
a 11cd of elephants, for \\me r ; ? ~  their trucks in till direc- 
tiow-al~d wl~ert! tllcy ]lad tom down the thatch of the 
shanties and thrown it a h n t  all o w r  thc plncc. 

At ln~gth we saw houses in tho r.listnucc, and came iuto 
tahc nlniu street of 3 str:t~gling killit of village, decor~ ted  with 
all sorts of Chinesc buuncrs xnd streanwrs in honour of 
Sir  Fredcrick M'cld. whom we met riding out m c o r n p n i d  
hy the Reddcnt and some of hiy friends. 

The  Resident told u s  to go to his son's Inngiilow, 
whcro WC were RS kiudlg receivcvl ;IS at the otl~cr  ~)lncr! 
we h d  brcskfa5tcrl a t  in the moruing. The house \V= 

full and thrre was no room for us  ; however, orrc! took my 
friend, and I joined two others in occupying a CChinnmnn's 
honsc which was quickly prepared for us, 

]lining at  the Residency in t l ~ c  crvcning, we 11c:rrd that 
the Govenior hd llntl sonlc g o d  spud iu tlle ~norning 
with wilt1 pig and jungle-fowl, nud w e  were told that WC 

\$.ere to turn out at daylight, when ponies woultl bc iu 
waiting, to ride throi~gh the forest to see son~c wonderful 
lirncsbrrc csves lately cliscoverecl sorile n i ~ e  or ten milcs 
oft'. Some were to go straight to tlic c:a~cts, while tlrose 
who were of a shooting turn mcre to try their hand at  
the " Saludan" or wild cittlc-Sambur deer or box-to 
I c  found in the noigllbourhd. 

'l'he morning broke mapificcntly, aud Fe started a 
regular cnvdilcatle, wit11 a perfect retinue of natives, a r r j - -  
ing guns, f d ,  &!C., &c. A part of the road over, wc 
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parted into pairs. The Resident's son-in-law (a plucky 
fellow, and hu t - r~ i t e  uportsm:ln) and I wsnt together, and 
having got a Valay and a Sakei (the latter o kind of 
half-wild man, whose tribe livc in a ncst which thcy build in 
the forks of trees) t o  net as guidcs, and track for us. n'o 
crossed tracks of clcplrants and rhinoceros, and came closa 
to sotrle wild czt8t41u, bu t  thcy wcrc vcry wily brtttes, and rnatlt.2 
off at the =lightest noise. It was a sight to sec thr tivo native8 
rrccping along with ~Lc i r  naked feet Inore like a couple of 
cats than human hdngs. They drew our attention to  
broken twigs anrl torn Icavcs Lerc and there, where the 
cattle hwi he11 f~~e~ l ing ,  but we \rere not fortunato enough 
to come up with tilc?m. At  one plwe we hacl just waded 
is strcnm and got illto ~ C J W ~ .  very ttiick hn~sh\vood and 
undergrowth, when we noticed R kind of musky odour 
and heard n noise like the purring of ii gigantic cat. The 
tivo nat.ive-ca wcrc greatly excited s~l t l  at length came back to 
IIR :tnd seemed preparing to clirul tip n trcc saying 
" Rz'rnrru, Tuan, H~NI(IIL ; " (tiger, sir, tiger.) N y  fricnd 
held up his hsnrl to them to be quict, r\nd beckoned 
mc to foilitu* him, which I did, f o l l o ~ ~ i ~ l g  his cxiimpla 
ant1 cockiug Inp ritlc. Thc bush nV:L< r e v  thick and we 
wcrc pe r iug  i n  every direction, whcn mc hcnrd cr noisa au 
of sonlctliing moving off, and thc two tnen came up to u s  
aud mid, he (whatever it, wns) had moved oa. Later on 
in the day, I W C I I W ~  my fricnd of playing a pmctical joke 
on me, nnd stuffing mc up  ~ i t h  n tiger story when none 
wrrv there. He t.lrcn told me, that, on the contr;try, but  a 
short distance from this very spot hc had solne fortnight 
before come u p n  the dead W y  of a Chinaman whose 
neck had k e n  broken by a tiger. 1 must hcnrtilp con- 
fevs I had bad excitement enough, and was not sorry when 
our guidcs brought us to a little path leading to the caves 
I hnvc spoken of. We hrd some two or three miles further 
to walk, and thou all of a sudden came to thc base of H 
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of 13'3,000 and twcnty-five ~ationalit~ics were n o t d  in tbo 
ceosus. Some of you have prr~bsbly been to Gibraltar. 
That, with its varied popubtion of Bloors, Greeks, Spniards, 
and reI,rescnt.ativcs of thc other countries of the Mediter- 
rnncan and rcst of E:umpc, is n pretty cosmopolitan place, 
but Sil~gaporc b n t s  it hollow. 

As rcg:wds nntionnlitim, it includca Blnlnys, Hindoos, 
Sibks, Arab, J ~ T ~ ~ c M ,  Cinghalcs~, Klings, Siamcsn. 
Hukicr~s, Cantonc~e, PInilans, ant] other Chinese tribes, 
beeides representatires of n~c~.=it Europcnn nations. 
The question you would probably sncl very naturally 

ask is, How is it possible to carry ou busiuess in such o 
tower of Babe1 ? 

Wcll, fortunately them is nt hand a very easy and 
musical lnnguogc, the hlalsy-rr knowledge of which is 
coon and readily acquiml, and by nieans of which all 
husincw transactions m n  easily bc condi~ctcd. 

It is a curious sight to pay a visit to thc RsfTles school- 
R l~rge establishment supported by the Oovernmeot. I n  
one srrtnll cltus of boys I have seen littlo pigtailed 
Chinese, dark-faced blalays and Eurasians, mixed willi 
gcvcral ootionslities of Europeans, all busy at tlleir 
lcssons 3s at  nrly ~cLool nl home. 

To one fond of natural history, botany, zoology, 
entomology, &c, &c,, Singapore .end the nt.ighlauring 
pninsula teer~is with interest. 

The sens arc full of fish of p e a t  varie? ; ~pecinlens af 
coraIs, too, of t11o grratest benut. are found on all tha 
shores. 

Of Iklnmmcrlia-elephants arc plontifi~l, e~pecially in 
Perak and Selaugor, often doing great dnt11;rgr to thc paddy 
fielda and g d e n s .  Then there H the tapir, rhinoceros, 
bar, jackal, otter, panther, wild crrttlo, t l ~ e  tiger (the 
latter R pest for which the Corernmeut ofTers E10 for 
cvcry one killed); then there .m deer from thc splendid 




