SIAH AND THE SIAMESE:

AS DESCRIBED BY

. AMERIGAN MISSIONARIES.

"s%éig‘ = :

Loudon:

T. WOOLMER, 2,-CASTLE STREET, CITY ROAD, EC.;
AND 66, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C.

1886.



24 SIAM AND THE SIAMESE.

able uses from a post to a canoc. Underncath
all this Oriental shade a lovely confusion of
fungi, mosses, and every varicty of ferns, from
delicate maiden-hair to the tall fronds fifteen and
twenty fect high. )
Birds of brilliant plumage and beautiful form

* _ inhabit these Oriental forests—long-legged swamp-

fowls, tall as a man and swift as a greyhound;
paroquets with green bodies and scarlet beaks.
fly screaming from tree to tree; the snowy peli-
can, the white ibis, the argus, the blue jay, the
black and whitc robin; birds of paradise, and
humming-birds. The sea-swallow builds her nest
in the hollows and caves of the rocky coast, and
doves and pigeons are in endless variety. Winged
things of myriad kinds troop, great and small—
immense butterflies, jewel-like beetles, brilliant
dragon-flies, thousands of moths; while at dusk
swarms of fire-flies illumine the glades, and the
night is noisy with the flitting and buzzing of the
inscct world.

Animals fierce and large as those of Aftrica
infest these jungles; their footprints are all along
the paths—wild clephants and boars, the tapir,
the royal tiger, the one-horned rhinoceros, the
buffalo, herds of deer, wild hogs and squirrels,
afford a sportsman plenty of use for his gun;
uncanny flying-foxes, and chattering monkeys,





