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e: 
f THE ACCOUNT ROOK OF AN OXFORD 

UNDERGRADUATE. 

1682-1688. 

TIIE little book which is herc published I bought in a shop 
in Oxford a short ~vhilc ago. I t  is a small 1 2 ~ ~ ~ ~ '  of twenty-two 
leaves in a brown papcr binding, and, with thc cxccptioil of n 

few corners of the earlier leaves beil~g torn, is in  excellent pre- 
servation. The owncr's name is not mentioned in the book, 
but when I bought it, it contained a slip of paper with a notc 
in thc writing of a contributor to this volumc which asc~~ibctl 
it to J. Wildinge. About this time the numbcr of men-at thc 
Univcrsity was small, so that when we lcnolv :L man's datc ancl 
college, it is not hard to make a good gucss at the name. J. 
Wilding nlatriculated at St. Mary Hall and afterwards mi- 
grated to Merton. In thc University Matriculation Rcgister 
A. g. 5, I find ' Aula B. Mar V. 1682 July 4 Jac Wildinge 18. 
Tho. \V., Sca-Latton Salop Lilow Sellatyn near Oswestry in  
the dioccse of St. Asaph], clcr. o. 5. 0.' I-Ie took his B.A. 
degrcc ~ 3 r d  Fcb. 1686-7, and M.A. July. i 689, hot11 from 
Merton. Thcrc arc two othcr Wildings in thc first half 
of the 18th ccntury, given in the catalogue of Oxford 
Gracluntcs, nncl thcrc arc two autllors of this name in thc 
Bodleian Catalogue. In the Ilcgister of Canterbury Cathedral 
(Harl. Soc. 1878) n John Willdingc' occurs as buried 23rd 
l G I L. TSyton's ' Antiq~itics of Sl~ropsl~irc ' mentions 
Sellatyn, but does not give any reference to the parsons there- 
of. The sums cxpcndccl by J;lrncs \Vilding in his journcys to 
his home-on onc occasion 6/8-illustrates thc chcapness 
of travel. Through the I;indncss of thc Bursar of Mcrton, I 
was allowed to look through the Buttery books, which are the 
only records of any sort ~vhich the College posscsses for thc 
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period, and as the namc Wildingc is thc only new name which 
occurs about 1685-86, we may bc tolerably surc of the identity 

of the compilcr of this little boolc. Thc namc itsclf is not of 
common occurrence, but in looking over some gcllcalogical 
books and visitations I find it occurring in Lnncashire and 
A'Iiddleses as well as in Shropshire. 

About 1682 Oxford must have becn in a state of great 
politic11 excitement. In 1681 the Parliament was summoned 
by the king to ,meet there, for the first time since the great 
plague, and. tllc attendant influx of visitors must have filled 

tlic town with busincss and stir. Again, in 1685, wl~en the 
rebellion of Monmo~~lh was imminent and the Dcan of Christ 
Church was haranguing thc students, and using all endeavours 
to ~liakc them fight for thc crown, few could escape the escite- 
~nent or'thc hour, or continuc thcir University studics in such 
stirring timcs. 

$ 1 1 ~  only point in tllc account boolc which gives us any 
cluc, or has any connection with tllcse political cvents, is tlie 
entry of threepence paid for ' Monmouth's spcech ;' but it is 
hardly possible that Wilding escaped thc gcncral excitement. 
when small bodies of soldiers were raiscd at cach Collcge to 

fight agninst Monmouth. One of his benefactors, the Bishop 
of St. Asaph, was, we know, much intcrcsted in the events 
of this timc, and his lctter to Dr. Fell, publisl~ed by Hearne, 
furnishes us with a full account of the execution. 

A curious point to be noticed is the largcness of the library 
which Wilding possessetl, whcu WC considcr his comparative 
povcrly :~ntl  tllc cxpcnsive nature of the books of those days. 
It consisted of ninety-two separatc works, or ovcr a hundred 
vnlutnes, whiclt ill tllcsc d:iys woultl be considered a largc 
library for an undcrgracluate to possess, and in those days 

meant five or six tinlcs ns much. Scvcrnl titlcs in thc list arc 
cnrcft~lly erased, pcrl~aps thosc of sonlc of thc forbidden boolts, 
the political worlts of Buchannn, Milton, ar~d Raxter, wl~ich 
were ordered by the University of Oxford to be publicly 
burnt in the court of the schools, and wllich a privatc owner 
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might have considered a dangerous ornament to his book- 
shelves. 

Tllcrc ate few cntsies which rcquirc any cxplmation ; those 
which rclatc to the schools, such as ' opponents,' ' senior Soph,' 
'collrctor,' ' aostins,' and which point to the way in whicl~ 
cxan~inations were at  that time conducted, contain the only 
expressioiir which might be considered obscure, but all of 
these occur constantly in Anthony Wood. Thc prices are 
wortlly of notice, many seeming ludicrously small; onc o l  
~ i l d i ~ ~ ' ~  payments to his bootbiodcr, for inst:loce, being 

scvcllpence, and ;loothcr thrccpencc ; and t l ~ e  bindil~gs of tl~osc 
days were good honest calf. 

The datc of the account book prevents it from exhibiting 
many points interesting to the studcnt of language or of anti- 
quities; but still it is of intemst N. throwing light on the 
orivatc Lifc and cspcnscs of the sevcnteentlr century.st~ldcnt. 

Wadham Collegc, 1885. 

Rcccd from home and elsewhere. 
RecSd from homc July yo lpt 82 

Rloncy of my ovrfne . . . 
Rec~d from yv Gate and Bible . 
Sent rne . a . .  

Re&! from homc Feb. yv 3'' 1683 
RecEd for Uoltles . . . 
Sent me . . . . . 
Given me . . . . 
Sent me . . . . . 
Given me . . 
Scntlnc.  . . . 
R C ~ E ~  Troll1 y~ Uutt.cry book . 
Given me . . . - 
RccEd from home 8'10' ye 22 . 
Rcc?jd from home I obo' yc @l1 . 
r\cc~d from ye Butlcry book 

"- Sentme. . . . S - 
RecSd from home April ye 16Ll1 I 684 

c Given me . . . - . . 
v Sent me . . . . + - a  
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..in coursing .... . .  . 00 01 og 
For a paper b001i . . . . 00 01 06 
T o  thc Carrier . . . . .  . 00 01 00 

For Galoom . . . .  . 00 01 00 

For malring my studding gown . . 00 02  00 

For a Cravat . . . . . 00 or 06 
For white calico . . . oo or 06 
For colouring my Stockings . . . 00 00 04 . 
To my bedmalrer 8 Landress . . 00 04 08 
T o  my Barber . . . 00 02 06 
T o  the nlanciple for my Battles . . oo or 06 

Siim Totall . . 01 05 06 

The Quarter began at yo Feast of St Thomas r 655. 

For Candies . . . . .  . 00 00 10 

For bleeding me . . . 00 01 00 

For Letters . . . . 00 or 02 

At yo Sacrament , . 00 00 oG 
To Frank . . . . . 00 oo 06 
~ a j e C e r r i e i .  , . . .  . 00 00 06 
For Ale . . .  . . . oo or 06 
For Wine , . .  . 00 00 06 . . .  
For I-Icrrings . , . 00 00 02  

For mending my T G j r  . 00 00 30 
. . .  Payd iVIr Hunsdon . . . 00 04 00 

For mending r n j  shoose . . 00 0 2  00 

For books . . . . .  00 06 06 
For mending my cloaths . S .  . 00 0 2  03 
T o  my Bed maltcr & Landress . oo 06 oo 
T o  my Barber . . 00 02 06 
T o  the Apothecary . . 00 10 06 
Xior my Battles , , . 02 0 2  07 
Far a pair of shoose . . . . 00 03 06 

Sum Totall , . 04 0-5 08 

The Quarter began upon Lady day r 686. 

For Hugo Grotius de TGritate Religionis . - 00 01 00 

For Ale & Wine . . . . 00 0.f 03 
At ye Sacrameat , . . 00 00 06 
T o  ye Coock . 00 00 06 
For Letters . . . . . . 00 01 01 

T o  p Carrier . . 00 or 06 
For mending my sleeves . . . . oo or 03 

L T o  yo mercer for deficic~~ts to Iny ncw suit . oo 05 oo 
For meilding my S~IOOSC . . . 00 or 00 

For colouring my sloclcings . . 00 00 06 
i. For 111y Balllcs . . . 00 08 04 

For making rny cloatlis . 00 06 00 

T o  my Bedmalter 8 Landress . 00 05 00 

T o  my Barber . . . 00 0 2  06 

Sum Totall . . or 18 08 

The Quarter began at ye Feast of St John Baptist 1686. 

For a Cap . . . . . 00 01 00 

T o  lLIr Massy . . . . , 00 02 00 

T o  n l r  \Villiarns . . . .  . 00 01 00 

For carrying clown my goods . . 00 01 06 

For making my gown . . 00 04 00 
For battles at St h1 I-Iall . . . oo 08 04 
For ale . . . , . .  . 00 03 00 

For a Spool1 . . . , 00 00 0 2  

S . .  . 00 06 00 For cntrancc . 
For I,etters . . . . 00 01 08 

For thread . . . .  . 00 00 03 

For nle~~ding my s~oclrings . . . 00 00 08 
For Whey . . .  . . . 00 00 06 

For seing yo 1:hinoceros , . 00 00 02  

For Candles . . . . 00 00 04 
For rnending my shoose . . . , 00 01 00 

At ye Coolcs . . . . 00 01 00 

At Wolfcrcot . . . . 00 01 06 

For 13atlles at R'lerlon . . . 00 0 1  00 

T o  Arthur Fowlcr . . 00 02 09 
For Fruit . . . . . . 00 00 02 

For a pair of shoosc . . . 00 oq 00 

T o  ye Mercer for Iny Gown . 0 1  00 00 

For dressing ye Fees & ale . . 00 03 00 

. . . . .  Spent at other Fees . 00 00 0.t 
T o  my bedmakcr . . . .  . . 00 04 06 

. . . .  T o  my Landress . . 00 02 06 

T o  my Barber . . . . .  . 00 03 06 
Sii~n Totall . . 03 1 3  08 

The Quarter began at ye Feast of St Michael 1686. 
. . . . . .  Spent in Coursing 00 01 08 

For mending my cloaths . . . .  00 0 1  06 


