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CHAPTER V.

Bear-shunoting—Discover the wonderful big trec to be a tope—Fishing in the
Monass—Keep guard over Wild Elephant—Mistaken notion in regard to
size of Tigers—Bootun Dovars—Rhinoceros uxleep~-Gel nmongat a Lend of
them—Sport in beats over inundated country —Eleplant catching,

Barry, Butler, and I left Gowhatty on the 16th of January,

1869, on an inspection tour. I had to look out for lime-

stone, and to see after rond-work ; Duiler to verify reports

made to him by his survevers of = wonderful tree, said to
cover an area of upwards of a mile square, and also of rivers
flowing during the night which were perfectly dry during the
day. We arrived at Kumblepore, thizty-six miles from Gow-
Latty, on the 18th. Barry and I shot our way across; we
got pea-fowl, florikan, and black partridges, and reaclied camp
late. Abont 4 par, just as we were going to bathe, a conlisz
came running up, saving he had seen a bear feeding in the
open about three hundred yards offi.  We each took a ntle,
and my overseer, Subroodeen, a plucky fellow, accompavnicd
us.  On reaching the place where the coolie said he had seen

Bruin Le was son est, but on goiug up to an isolated small

clump of long grass we could sce the marks of the claws of

a bear, which had been scraping up white-ants. We stood

round this clump in disorder, and with our rifles on the half-

cock, talking and lamenting our bad luck, for though bears
ave very plentiful in Assam, they are very difficult to come

across.  Suddenly there was a movement in the grss. I

stepped to the right and full-cocked my rifle.  Baury weut .
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behind me, and Butler to the left, aud out walked a good-
sized bear within ten yards of me, and looking up at me like
an idiot. Barry and I firing nearly together rolled her over
in a heap, and another shot from me and two from Subroo-
deen did for her—for the bear proved to be an old female,
She proved to be Ursus labiatus. Hud she charged when
we were unprepared for her she might have done us con-
siderable damage.

From January 19th to 26th we were incessanily marching,
and each day shot partridges, florikan, and deer, but met
with no adventures. We examined the reputed big tree, and
found it to consist of a clump of various trees about & mile
square, in an extensive plain covered with high gruss. The
lines cut by the surveyors round this tope were pluin enough,
and the lazy wretches had contented themsclves by showing
this oasis in the desert as consisting of one tree, whereas we
counted at lcast a dozen sorts, and all unconnected. We
could not find out whether the veports about the wnullahg
being rivers during the night, but dry during the day, were
true or not, but all the people assert it to be a positive fact.

On the 26¢th Barry and 1 killed some buffaloes and deer,
and encamped at Mina Muttee; but I found I could not pet
Sookur, as he was in the employ of a mahajun, or native
banker, catching wild elephants, and without him it is almost
useless to go through these jungles, as cureful tracking is
required, and none of the Hindoostani mahouts are capable
of following up an animal by its foot-marks.

January 28th —We took things for a three days’ trip, and
started for the Monass in Bagh Dooar. It is a long march,
but the country is generally very pretty, the scenery varied ;
and when close to the Bhootan Hills, out of which the
Monass cmerges, it is beautiful. To-day we saw marsh-deer
in thousands, but as we all shot badly our bag was not a

guud one,
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In the afternoon I went cut fishing. 1 had caught o few
fish in Burmah with the fly, but had not gene in regularly
for it for T may say upwards of twenty years. 1 had some
tackle, but most of it wus very rotten. I kad never seen a
tahseer in my life, and [ was anxious o catch one if 1 could.
I had fished a good deal as a boy, and used to be very fond of
it. As we had no boats, I got on to a rock projeeting iuto the
stream, and throwing out a small spoon began to troll, My
very first cast hooked a large fish, but my linc was so rotten
that the fish walked off with thirty yards of line and my
spoon ; but I had one other left ; throwing this well out into
the stream, and sllowing it to flow down some way before
comnmencing to troll, I again hooked a fish, and succeeded in
landing it after about twenty minutes’ play. 1t was a beauti-
ful fish of about 7 lbs. weizht. As it was getting durk we
went home to camp. It ruined a good deal at night. A wild
mucknah visited our camp, aud stayed with our femals
clephants for upwards of two hours. Fearing he might do
somme damage to our male animals I stood on guard over
him the whole time with the two-groove Lang in iny hand,
and not further than ten yards off him, and might have kilied
him easily, as the night turned out a very fiue one after the
rain censed, with the moon near the full; but a5 he did no
harm I would not fire at him, and was glad when he got
our wind and stalked away, as it was cold work standing
guard over him at night at this time of the year, He
crossed over the Monass and disappeared on the other
side.

20th.—Some Bhooteahs collecting india-rubber reported
having seen four rhinoceros, but as it was raining T
would not go after them, but went out fishing instead. T
soon struck a fish, and lunded a mahseer about 8 or 9 lbs. in
weight. 1 then hovked a very large fish that tuok away
fully fifty vards of line. 1 plaved him for a long while, and
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gradually reduced him to obedience, and drew him within
sight, when he made another rush. I let him go, but the
handle of the winch caught the sleeve of my jacket very
slightly, almost imperceptibly, but the line was su rotten it
broke in two, and the fish esciped with my lust spoon. [
tried artificial minnow, erystal bait, and flies, but without any
result, so left off; und directly [ reached camp wrote to
Farlow for tackle, which arrived in time, and with which [
killed lots of fish.

Janwary 30th to February Gth—We weut to Gohine-
Gowrg; then to Bornuguer, and on to Burpetah.  Whilsy
there | had shots at u tiger, but failed to kag; we killed
small game and deer every day ; and at Baromaly, Barry and
I went to the Namuttee-bhedl, and shot a lot of geese, and
ducks, aud teal ; but owing tu the police constantly molesting
them, we found them very wild.  This trip on the whole wag
an uiter failure as far as the gamc bagged was concerned, but
it enabled us to truvel over uew couulry, and to mark down
likely spots for a future visit.

During March I was away to the west towards Dhoobree,
passing through Luckeepore. Here the rajah showed me g
mangoosteen tree, which hie had inrported from the Straits ; it
bore some fruit once every three or four years. T killed a lot
of deer and sall game en route; missed a tiger, owing to
havinz the funky mahout with e ; and I found Tikri Killah
quite spoilt for sport, owing to the number of native shikarees
allowed to go about and destroy gawme. I went as far as
Singhamaree. On sy return trip | got a tigress out of a char,
but as she fell to the first shell fired at her, she gave no sport.
1 got two rhinoceros alout six miles from Tikrh 1 also
wounrded a very fine warshi-buck, and wishing to drive him
vut I set the jungles on fire, aud fourd alterwurds the poor
brute had been burnt, bt I tancy he had fallen dead before
the fire reached hiw. I had some shooting here with a
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Folice officer, Floyd, and between us we killed many deer sl
one tiger, three rhinoceros, and four buftuloes. One of the
latter alone charged, but was killed before he did any harm.
In May T was out with Macdonald, when he was run away
with Ly ¢ Mainah,” which has been deseriled elsewhere. In
Tuly [ shot a tiger close to Gowhatty, and missed another;
and the Sepoys of the 43rd killed one or two more close
t the station,

In January, {870, General Blake, Ommanney of the 44th,
Masters of the Police, and I started for tha Monass. We hail
fair small-game and deer-shooting en route, aud at the Monuss
we killed a good many fish, shot two rhinoceros, several
buffulpes, many marsh and heg-deer, without any particular
adventure till we were in sight of Burpetah. The General
and Mrs., Bluke were in one howdal, and were gning towards
the bungalow, as the sun was geiting hot, when I proposed that
we should try for flovikan in ground a little to our right, and
where we used frequently to go after them on fovt, The gruss
wag very low, and there were but a few hog-deer besides
florikan to be found in it.  We had scarcely turned into this,
when a tiger jumped up and ran for his life. Campbell and [
were on the fastest elephunts, and we gave chase.  Camplell
fired and missed; [ fired and hit it through the stowach.
General Blake hearing our firing, turned back, and was in
time to join our line, as we proceeded to beat for this tiger,
which looked a very large one : but he must have lain perdu
and allowed us to pass him, for we went to the end of the patch
of long grass withont seeing him,  We turned back, and care-
fully retraced our footsteps, and on reaching the end of tha
grass we saw the tiger in the open, looking very seedy; both
Masters and [ fired at him, und one of us hit. He ran growl-
ing into the heaviest portion of the grass and pulled up.
Blake, Owumanney, and 1 alvunced up to him; the others
stood a little way off.  No sooner did we get near the tiger
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than he came at us, with many an infernal growl, and sent
our elephants flying. He always picked mine out, and once
or twice very nearly made good his charge. He was close to
the heels of my elephant once, but using the gun like u pistol
and firing over the back of the howdah, I caught the tiger on
the back of the head, and rolled him heels over head. He wag
then too much done to do much barn, but he kept growling
and snarling, and nol one of our elephants would bLudge an
inch towards him.  We kept iu his front to attract his atten-
tion, and beckoned to Masters and Campbell to come up,
which they did, and sighling the beast, they rolled him over
dead. He was in bulk the very largest tiger I ever saw. 1t
took fifteen men to lift him on to a pad.  On reaching Camp.
bell's bungalow, 1 measured our prize very carefully. He was
Just ten feet one inch ; after being skinned twelve feet; and
after being pegged out thirteen feet four inches, and broad in
proportion ; and it was curious afterwards to note what the
different men present declared his size to be, some asserting
twelve feet, others thirteen, all forgetting the ten feet one
inch. But I had my pocket-book with me, and wrote
down the measuremcnts at the time, and am sure 1 am
right as above stated. A tiger my overseer, Subroodeen,
killed at Runjiah, was nine feet eight inches, but nothing
like this in bulk. I have killed others bebween nine and
ten feet—only two of the latter; but they were not to bhe
compared to this monster, who must huve weivhed half as
much again as any of them. I had the skin sent to Calcutta
to be cured, but it was there stolen, and a wangy swall skin
sent me in its stead ; and when I remonstrated, the tanners
quietly said they had so many skins that doubtless some got
chunged, and were sent to the wrong people. The skull I
sent to Gieneral Blake, but am not quite sure whether it ever
reached him.

Duriug February and March | had a little shooting, metting

o' n
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several buffalocs, one rhinoceros, and two tigers, at Myung.
Oune of the latter jumped on to a pud elephant, with all four
feet off the ground, but as I was within o yard of it I killed
it on the elephanl’s back. Two buffulees also fought
viciously, but were each time stopped before they closed. I
got very good florikan, pea-fow], partridge, and duck-shooting
here. In one tank Reginald Bainbridge, Frank his cousin, and
1, killed three buffaloes, and Frank made a clipping right and
left and killing two bufluloes, which the villagers wanted him to
pay for, as theyswore they were tame ones ! Juckson of the 43rd
and I had long contemplated a shooting bout together in the
Dooars, but various circumstances prevented our going out
Lefore the wmiddle of April, 1870.  On that day we started by
boat for Bassahghat, en rovte to Durpetah. Our elephants
Liad been sent on several days before, but we took our provi-
sions and servants with us. We went in a large boat I had
Iately purchased, starting at 3 PO on the 15th April, and
reached the ghat at 2 A.ac., the fastest journey on record. The
elephants had arrived, so at 7 A.M. on the 16th we started for
Burpetah, and were most hospitably entertained by Mr.
Campbell and his wife. The whole of this day was devoted
by us to resorting and repacking our stores in portable boxes,
arranging the loads for slinging on to different elephants,
filling howdahs with ammunition, &c., and sorting our bat-
tery, with a view of starting carly next day without any
unnecessary delay.

My time was limited, thus we had to hurry on throughout
our trip, and lost half the game we wounded beeause we
could not afford iime to halt to hunt for it. My companion
had had & good deal of cxperience on foot, shosting in Central
India, but was new to shooting out of a howdah, Ie wasa
capital shot, an ardent sportsman, and a right good fellow.
We had everything any one could want in the way of pro-
vigions, &c., and set out on the 17th in good spirits, aml
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anticipating good sport.  We generally took lreakfust with
ns and one or two bealing elephants; the rest we sent ap
with the servants along the native pathways to our proposed
camp, M, Campbell, the Assistant-Commissioner of Bur-
petah, so often mentioned in these pages, was unable to
accompany us, but aided us in every way in bis power, and
to him we were indebted for our supplies in localities remote
from villages, when without his orders the native officials
would have given us nothing. He had been kind enough
also to get us huts built al different places where we pr.o-
posed to halt.  Sookur and his uncle Seetaraum also accom-
panied us.  They kvew the country we propesed to travel
uver, and, as before said, no one equalled Sookur as a tracker,
and he often came with e in my shooting trips, thoush he
would not take permanent employ with we, as he had a
youny and unruly wife, who would not leave her own village,

Sunduay, 17th.—Sunday is always a lucky day with me
for shooting, and this proved no exception. We started at
hall-past 5 A.M., making our way across the jungles straight
for Baiker, We had scarcely crossed the river al Burpetal,
and entered the short grass on the opposite bank, when Jack-
gon got a shat at a hog-decr, but did not bag, T also missed
ene,  We saw many buffuloes, but they were on the qui vive,
and we would nut Le at the trouble of following them up.
Wethen started a lot of marsh-deer, und iu following them up
got separated. Mada a lueky shot with the express, and
bowled over the big stag of the herd and wounded another,
but lost it.  Whilst 1 wis quartering this deer (we had no
spare elephants with us, and had thes to carry what we shot
on our own elephants, slung on to the howdahs), Jackson
joined me, having bagged a hog-deer.  The stag 1 had killed
had very fine horns—cight tips to each—but they were in
velvel ; but us the horns hiad just formed, we were enabled to
prescrve the head.  This being our tirst nureh, we did not



A GOOD SHOT, 123

wish to remain out long, so made for camp in us direct a ling
ag we could, Ew route, Juckson Killed @ nice-sized boar for
the pot, and a buck sambur—the first T hasve seen shot in the
pluins in Assam. As the latter was killed in a tope of trees
close to camp, we left it and sent back men to bring it in,
which they did. We reached Baikee at half-past 11 aar;
our traps had only just arrived.. We put up in a small hat,
taking the precaution Lefore going into it to knnck down all
the sides. In this hot weather all one wants is 1 goed roof
overhead, but any inclosures are a mistake, because they
exclude the wind.  As there was a nice breeze blowing, with
a blazing suu overhead, we were soon en deshrdille and com-
fortable enough.  After Lreakfast we had a suooze, and when
we woke up there was news of a tiger having killed a cow
close by. We did net stir till 5 1. ¢ we then got all our ele-
plianis in a line between us, Juckson on the left flank and 1
on the right ; with the exception of the two elephants which
we were riding, all the st were Lare-lnicked.  We had wot
advanced three hundred yards from our camp, when, in front
of us, but nearer Jackson than to e, oul sprang a tiger, and
ran along through the short grass,  The shot wus n long and
difficult one, Lbut Jackson let fly, and the tiger gave a roar
and immediately pulled up. 1 called ont, - Well dene,
Jackson—a good shot,”  With the cxception of the pately of
grass in which the tiger was, the conntry was open all round.
We made the beating elephants form line touching one
another, whilst we took up our positions in the open, oue on
the left and the other on the right.  When the beaters got
to within fiflty or sixty yards of the tiger, he immediately
charged them, roaring loudly ; but as not one of them moved
~—in fact, being jammed, they could not—he swerved and eame
right at me. My elephant stuod like a rock; I ullowed him
to come within ten yards, and a shell in the chest rolled him
over dead. I fired one more shot into the chest to make
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sure, but there was no need for it, as the tiger was quite
dead. On carefully examining the tiger, we found only my
two bullets, both shells, in him, and not the sign of a graze
seen to account for his roaring and pulling up when Jacksoy,
fired at him, and it has been a puzzle to me ever since tg
account for it. I can only attribnte his doing so to hig
having been on some previous occasion wounded; in facg,
there was an old scar on his shoulder, the remuins of an olq
gun-shot wonnd. He measured 9 feet -4 inches as he 1y
dead ; height 2 feet 11 inches. We thus began luckily,

April 18th—Started for Miva Muttee direct; fired at 5
deer and a pig, but got neither, We arrived at 11 AM, ang
our traps at 12, Ilad great difficulty in getting fooq
here for our camp, though the people ought to have known
me well by this time, as [ had not only supplied them g,
various occasions with gnantities of rhinoceres and buffale-
meat gratis, but had paid with my own hands anything they
had chosen to demand for the supplies they brought i;j.
But there is a curious custom in Assaw: the villagers wi))
only sell either at the bazaars held weekly at some appointed
place, or when they are ordered to do so by some native
oflicial. Seetaram and Sookur they knew well, yet we could
get nothing without a fuss. As the stream here is alwayyg
cool we did “buffalo™ in it for some considerable time, and
cooled our beer also in it.

April 19th—We started very early for the Monass, for
Matagoorie. [ rode to-day a very old mucknah elephant
belonging to the 43rd. e is a very steady brute, but so
slow that it is heart-breaking being on him in chase of a
wounded animal. I don't suppose he could go beyond two
miles an hour however hard he wmight be pushed. After
starting we changed our minds about going to the Monass
to-duy, and beat about the jungles in the vicinity of the
village.  We ot on to the track of a rhinoceros, but he was
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wide-awake, and gave Jackson a long shot only, and, though
hard hit, wot away. We suw many Lerds of marsh-deer, but
as the bucks bave no horps they are in hiding. T shot a
couple of deer, and Jackson one, for camp use, and two pig
for the Cacharies.

The game about here has been a good deal frightened
away. There are several native shikarees about, who fire at
everything with inadequate charges, slightly wound them, do
not recover the game, and disturb the jungles to such an
extent that there is no getting near anything.

April 20th—We started definitely for Baghdooar to-day.
I was on the mucknah again.  We went a long way without
secing anything. but nearing a fine tope of trees, a sort of
oasis in the surrounding grass expanse, Jackson fired at a
marsh-buck, but missed. 1 then came upon two others,
beckoned to Juckson, and killed thewm both.  Their horns were
in velvet and useless, as the bone or horn had not formed.
Beyond this tope we came upon a rhinoceros’ track, and
following up carefully, after a long trudge we came upon it,
fast asleep in the bed of a nullah, without even a blade of
grass to sercen it from the sun, The brute Jooked like a
huge pig fast asleep, the head towards us, and in the posilion
it was lying no vital spot wus exposed. I was nearest to the
brute, but hesitated to fire ; at last Sookur had the sense to
whistle, which awoke the sleeping beauty, and on its lifting
its head Jackson and I let fly at its chest. It sprang up, and
in its confusion it ran right towards us, making its peculiar
noise, something between grunting and squealing ; but it was
dead in a few secouds, as our battery proved too much for it,
We eacli had four heavy rifies in the howdah.

Shortly afterwards we came across a herd of buffaloes,
killed two, and wounded several. We then breakfasted and
rested for half an hour, and after that resumed our journey.
Jackson tade a good shot and killed a deer.  We then went
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a long way, and when within sight of Matagoorie | saw 4
higre ﬂlinn{‘ﬂms standing under n large tree.  [t3 head way
protected by the trunk, but T could see its shoulder uicely‘
I w0t to within forty yands, and my first shot from the tweg.
grc;m'c Lang knocked it down. 1 fireld two more shots ag jy
lay struggling on the ground, but the more I fired the mor,
lively it cot. It recovered its legs, and went off at a slow
trot; and I went in chase, and kept firing as fazt as [ eon)yg
load ; but owing to the slowness of the elephant I could nog
get an inch nearer, and it kept some fifiy yvanls ahead of me,
‘The dense jungle was only 2 hundred vards in front of it, ang
once in that I was pretty certain to luse my quarry ; but a¢
this eritical moment up eame Jackson on a {ast elephant,
overhanled it, and killed it. This was one of the largest
rhinoceros T have ever seen, and I got down and measnreq
it, Extreme length from soout to Lip of tail, 13 feet 4
inches; height at shouller, 8 feet 2 fuches: length of horp,
13 inches.  Being elose to camp | went straight to 16, bLug
Jaekson went off to the right, and eame upon another huge
rhinoceros, fired seven shots at it, reduced it to a walk, but us
it pot into a tangled brake he lest it, and thimgh we searched
for it next day, we never recovered it.  Jacksou reached
camp at 4 P We then went down to the Monass and
trolled for mahseer. Jackson caught the first fish—one
about 8 Ths. iu weight, I then caught three. weighing 19, 8
25 hs. ench. The wahouts that went to lring in the head
of the hig rlinoceros 1 had Killed came across n tiger eating
a deer both going awd coming hack, and wanted us to go
after it, but as it was all but dark we deelined, but promised
to look it up in the moring. We had pitehed our tents
too close to the Monass, and as it blew the usual tornado, we
had several inches of =and over us and in our beds in the
mrrning: so we moved our camp further bock out of the
intfluence of this deadly hireeze.
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Aprid 21st.— Very foolishly, instead of going after the tiger
first, I gave in to Jackson, aud we weut after his rhinoceros ;
but his mahaout never succeeded in finding the langled brake
into which he had disappeared the previous avening. After
wasting several hours in semrching fruitlessly, we got on to
fresh tracks and followed them up, but up te nine o'elock
we saw nothing. Suddenly as we were passing a narrow
strip of grass jungle, Jackson canght sight of a rhinuceros
and fired into it. The wounded one began to spin round
and round and to grunt and squeal in a manner peeuliar to
rhinoceros, and 1 should say a dezen others joined in the
noise. | never heard such a pandemoniuvm in iy life, and
this lasted fully five minntes; and whilst it was going on,
not one of our elephants wourll stir a siep forward, The
grass was so dense and bigh, that even when the elephants
were persuaded to go iuto it, T hesitated, because the risk of
getting them cut was so great, and the rhinoceros appeared
to be so numerous and frenzied that T fully expected a baltle
royal. Nat to run any risks, we went some way off, and told
some men to set the grass on fire and to burn towards us;
Lut though tiie grass looked as dry as tinder, yet it would not
barn; so we sat down to breakfast under a tree on a high
piece of land close to where tle rhinoecros had disappeared.
Before we Iad half finished, a mahout ran wp saying there
was a rhinoceros 23 big as an elephant {oeding close by, We
left our meal, mounted our elephants, and went towards the
point indicated. We soon saw an imwmense rhinoceros; he
was so intent on feeding, we thought we could get up to him
on our animals without being pereeived, There was 2 nullah
viose by, into which we could have got, and by erawling
along its Ded we could have got within five yards of the
monster feeding on its bank ; but instead of doing so ad-
vanced together against aur foe. We got to within sixty
yards, when the rhinoceros looked up and immediutely turned
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to bolt. He got two barrels from each of us, rolled down the
nullah side, picked himself up at the bottom, aud ran away
as lively as if he had not been tonched. We followed sowmg
way, but seeing from the way the pachyderm was legging it
that it was a hopeless task, we hurried back to the strip,
where Jackson had wounded onc before breakfast. In thig
we formed line and advanced very slowly and cautiously,
Keeping the elephants well together, almost immediately
a rhinoceros, followed by a buteha, charged Jackson, whoge
elephant swerved, but not before Juckson had fired two shotg
and turned the rhinoceros towards me. I also gave her two
shots, and she ran about fifty yards and dropped dead. Going
on [ found myself in the midst of a whole herd of rhinoceros
there were probably ten or twelve rhinoceros in the grass angd
five or six immediately round me, all making their diabolical
noises, at hearing which elephants generally go mad with
funk, become ungovernable and bolt; but the old mucknah
I was on never moved. Firing quickly, I wounded at least
four, and had just time to reload my battery, when I had one
brute charring me on the left, another on the right, and one
in the rear, and several others making feints all round, and
I fired as quickly as I could suateh up the rifles. I had four
rifles and my smooth-bore with me, and I emptied every one
before I was quit of my foes. Oune pertinacious devil did
not give up the ghost until my very last shot, and the result
was that two rthinoceros lay dead upon the ground, two
more went away severcly wounded, and several others
were hit. Had my elephant not stood like a rock he
must have come to grief and as it was I had the greatest
difficulty in restraining Sookur, who wanted to follow up the
wounded before I was reloaded-—indeed I had to threaten to
punch his head before I could keep him within bounds. 1
have never scen such a lot of rhinoceros together before or
since, nor heard such an infernal din as they created. Jackson
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joined me just as the last of my foes was reliring, and he
fired into two or threc, but did not Lring any down. We
re-formed line, and beut the long strip of grass-jungle. Wa
again cume across several, and dropped one more, but the
others got into a tree-jungle so interlaced with creepers that
elephants could not go in after them, and they escaped us,
but not the natives who were following us, as they got
three. We then went back and took the horns of those we had
killed, when suddenly a three-parts grown rhinoceros charged
me. I turned himn with two shots; ke then bore down upon
Jackson, whose elephant turned tail and bolted, followed in
full chase by the rhinoceros. Jackson, owing to the pace at
which his elephant was bolting, could not shoot straight, and
after missing several times he dropped it, but not before it
had closed with and struck his elephant ; but fortunately the
brute was too much done to use his tushes, and the elephant
was uninjured. Jackson got cut and bruiscd about in the
howdah and he must have had anything but a happy time of it
whilst being chased. Wanting meat for the camp, en route
back I killed a hog-deer and = pig. Jackson wounded a pig,
but lost it.

In the evening we went out fishing; Jackson caught two
mahseer weighing 20 and 12 Ib. each; and I also caught two
194 and 6 1b.; and on the whole we had a good day’s sport.

April 22nd —Jackson was very seedy all last pight, so it
was late before we started. We saw nothing till after cross-
ing the Gatee nullah; we then saw a large rhinnceros, but he
was too wide awake and escaped unscathed. Shortly after-
wards we saw another, and stalked him beautifully ; and as
he entered a clump of trees, we went round and met him face
to face, and killed him at once. This was a very large rhino-
ceros with a good horn, bnt the latter had been injured in
some way, and the root of it was full of maggots, the stench
dreadful, and in a few days the horn would have tumbled off

YOL. IL X
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altogether, and in time a new one would have grown in its
place. We went on to the Dochomarah river, and crossed it :
but as it had little or no water, we gave up all idea of halt.
ing on its banks. Tn a clump of trees T saw a mithun, the
Assamese appellation for a bison (Bes Guwrus), but they use
the same word for the gyal as well. 1 fired ¢two shots, ang
hit it hard ; it left blood behind, but got into such a tangled
forest that T could not fullow it, and lost it. Going homwe we
saw several sambur, but would not fire at them as they werg
does.  Jackson shot a hog-deer near camp. In the evening
we went out fishing; Jackson caught two, 26, 71b, cach,
I cuught two, 17, 91b. each. We each lost two fish.

April 23rd—We moved camp to-day: slight rain during
the night and early in the morning. We went a long way
without secing anything, but at last fired at a marsh-deer, ang
goon afterwards came across the marks of a rhinoceros: fo)-
lowed it up, came across it and hit it, but Inst it in & patch of
{ree-jungle.  As rhinoceros’ tracks were plentiful we left the
deer alone, though we saw Jots of them, and amongst them
several bucks, but with their borns in velvet. In following
up fresh marks, we came upon a rhinoceros lying down in g
river, I fired and hit hard; it ran up the hank towards us
and we killed it without difficulty. 1 then catue upon a bear
and killed it with $wo shots. Jackson then wounded g
thinoceras, but it got away. I soon afterwards saw a rhino-
ceros in the bed of another nullah, and knocked it twice over,
but it got away after ull. It passed Jackson's orderly, a

toorkha, and received two shots, but got away from him
also, and disappeared in the neighbouring long grass. We
also came upon a fine mucknnh elephant, ut of course did not
molest it. Jackson also kit 2 large bull bufialo, but lost it. Our
servants came across two rhinoceros and a big elephant; the
latter they had to fire at, as it seemed pugnaciously inclined
In the evening we again weut out. We got a marsh-deer
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and a cow buffulo ; the latfer with horns ten feet gix inches
round the eurve. We halted at Basharee, where there is
a deliciously cold stream.

April 24tk —It tained a good deal all night and in the
early morning, and our sheds were swamped. We went out
about 8, and sent Sectaram and the orderly to look up the
wounded rhinoceros. Instead of doing so, they followed
up fresh tracks and spoilt our day’s sport by disturbing the
country ahcad of us. We saw to-day an immense herd of
buffaloes, and amongst them some bulls with huge horns;
but as the ground was quite open, we could not get any-
where near them. Whilst endeavouring to circumnvent thern,
I came across & bear; rolled it over, but lost it.  After truds-
ing a long way, we came upon the fresh marks of a rhine-
ceros ; Sockur followed them up,  The lieat was awful, and
there was not the least shade or a cloud in the sky. Asis
usual, the rhinoceros had been feeding in a circle, so the task
of hunting him to his lair was a tedious one.  Jackson gave
it up in disgust and got under a tree, whilst I went on, and
in about half an hour came upon it lying down in a pateh
of long grass, and as it jumped up I killed it with two shots
in the shoulder. We then came to o very heavy belt of
jungle, and out of it run a rhinoceros and its young, As
we were anxious to catch the butcha, we killed the mother,
but uafortunately one of Jacksou's coniculs ricochetted off
the dead beast into ils young one, and wounded it so badly
that it had to be destroyed. Qur men filled two bottlus
with the rhinoceros’ milk, and I first tasted it. It was very
weak and very sweel—very like, I should say, to a woman's
milk in the earlier stage of nursing, Going home, looking
down the narrow bed of a steep nuliah, I saw a rhinoceros
Iying down at the battom, with its feet in the air; and think-
it was dead and one of those we bad lost yesterday, I called

out to Juckson, “ Here is one of our rhinoceros” Ny
K 2
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sooner had T spoken than up jumped the rhinoceres and
came up the bank straight at me. Fortunately, for the first
time, the mucknah, to avoid the charge, spun round ang
eseaped being cut.  In anotber moment the rhinoceros wag
Iying dead.

April 25(h.—Moved camp to Kalugoun, a short march,
e came across fresh marks of rhinoceros, hut being tireq
of slaughtering them, did not follow them up. We crosgeq
one fine river und several smaller streams. Near our hutg
we bagged a marsh-deer, and Jackson killed a florikan, Iy
the evening we again went out, and Jackson killed another
marsh-deer, und we suw many florikans, hot they were 3¢
wild, we could not get within shot of them ; but as the beat
aud gadflies were very trying, we did not exert ourselves
much to-day to get sport.

April 26th—Rain again during the night aud morning,
Moved eamp to Battubaree : found the country very difficuls
to traverse owing to the numerous nullahs and water-courseg
we had to cross. There must have been very mauvy years
ago a large inhabited tract where now there is only 2 how]-
ing wilderness. The irrigation channels we came across
were numerous and very difficult to get across, We saw
some deer and partridges, and killed a few of cach.

April 2Tth—Went over the lime localities. There is a good
deal of lime about, but it is very scattered, and will scarcely
repay to colleet it. We saw a wild elephant and many
marsh-deer; and the people reported that wild cattle—a
cross between the gyal and zebu—were in the vicinity, but
we saw none. Near home we put up a large rhinoceros,
and killed at the first discharge; and the result of our ex-
perience is, that although they are far easier to kill than
buffuloes, yet the elephants funk them more.

April 28th.—Noved to Paka Marah. Neer every village
there were numbers of cattle lying about dead, a result of
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the usnal cattle plague so prevalent in Assam. Near one
village a tiger had dragged away a dead carcass; we f{ol-
lowed up a short way, but not coming across our royal foe,
resumed our journey. We saw lots .of florikan, but they
were very wild, and we could not get within shot of them,
but of deer we did not see one, though generally they were
here ia dozens.

April 20th—We marched to Kumblepore. The stream
which supplies this place with water had dried up, so we
had great difficulty in getting water for ourselves, camp,
and elephants.

April 30th—We went to Rungial, and we shot a deer and
several parlridges en ronfe, but as the heat was awful, we
were glad to get home and do “buiffalo” early, Thus ended
our trip of fifteen days. Had we been masters of our own
time, by halting a day here and there we might have
doubled our bag; but after all we did not do badly.

Jackson, having still a balance of time to the good, went
out to Kookooriah, Barry's garden, where between them
they killed a fine rhinoceros, with a horn 13 inches long,
and weizhing 24 scers, besides wounding and losing two
others, and bagoing various deer and buffaloes.

I was ont later in this bheel, and came across numerous
dead buffaloes and bison lying about the bheel, victiins of the
cattle disease, I stalked two bison, but missed them both;
and shot a few buffaloes and deer; and colleeting the entire
skeletons of two bison, and & bull and a cow bufiilo and
two rhinoceros and several marsh-deer, I sent them to the
Calcutta Museum.

June found me again at Kookooriah in company with
French, the superintendent of police, and Gordon, a neigh-
bouring tea-planter. The first day only French and I went
out. We killed two buffaloes; one charged me viciously, and
though she got the full benefit of my heavy battery, she
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never swerved, but struck my elephant on the forearm witly
only her forchead, the horns passing on either side, and in-
{licting no damage : two more shots killed her. Sitting in
Barry's house, situated on a tieluh or hill .overlooking the
swamp, we could see buffaloes, pigs, and deer feeding every
day, and occasionally ¢lcphants, and now and then a tiger oy
bison. The next duy we went to visit a deserted tea-garden,
and on passing by a clump of grass a vicious old bull buffule
with one horn charged us, without any provecation on oup
part, but we killed it before it could do any harm,

The next day it rained a good deal, so Barry and 1 re-
mained at home looking on, whilst Gordon and French went
out. We could see everything quite distinctly from the
verandah, They got into the midst of a herd of buffalees and
killed five, but one old bull stood at bay, charged French'g
clephant, which spun round and bolted, nearly throwing his
rider out of the howdah. Freuch fired a shot or two, but had
to hold on to the howdah to prevent himself being pitched
out, g0 the bull had it all his own way. He chased French
for upwards of two hundred yards, giving the clephant an
oceasional prod behind to induce it to keep at its full pace,
but inflicting no serious wounds. When the elephant reached
an open piece of ground the bull buffalo pulled up and
retreated, but French’s elephant would not stop till it reachied
the foot of our hill, and nothing would induce her to go back :
s0 the bull escaped, as he well deserved. To us, who were
looking on, the scene was wost ludicrous—French holding on
like grim death, the elephant shrieking und bolting, and the
bull prodding her behind { We laughed till we cried.

In July I had to go along the trunk road to note down the
high water levels. The task was a very unpleasant one, as the
country was flooded, and it poured with rain every day, and
T had very little sport. At Luckeepore the rajah got together
some boats, and we went out shooting in them across the
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inundated country, The Assamese had only spears and
dhaws, I took one rifie only, for fear of being upset. I did
not interfere with their sport much, as I wished to see how
it was conducted. These boats are propelled by a dozen men;
they draw very little water, We went along till we reached
small islets, covered with long grass; these were bits of land
higher than the surrounding eountry, and though they looked
dry they had actually a foob or so of water over them. As
we approached one of them the men began to yell, and three
marsh and two hog-deer ran out and began to swim for their
lives, but were speedily killed one after the other,

We went on with various Iuek 1] some eight or nine deer
had been killed; we then had a chase after three buffaloes,
but as wo passed the elump out of which they had started
the old bull, who had remained behind, chareed us.  We were
only in water ubout two feet deep, and that was no hindrance
to him, 2o he came at us full pelt. The men tried to pull iuto
the deep water, but he was too quick for them, and us he
closed I fired and floored him close to us—so close that the
boat was nearly swamped by the water wlhich came in by the
splash he made. But he was by no means dead; one of the
Assamese speared him as we passed by, and I gave him
another shot, but he was up again and aftcr nws.  Before |
could load, he struck the boat, nearly upsetting us. The men
jumped out, but he took no notice of them, but prodded the
buat again, I also jumped out, as shooting out of the
rickety old boat was impossible, The water was not up to
my waist, 5o I got a good shot at the infuriated beast’s chest,
which proved a sickener, as he turned and gave me a shoulder
shot; hLe then ran back a little way and fell down to rise no
more,  Whilst this scrimmage was going on, the other boats
were in {ull chase of the three other buffaloes, Of these they
only killed one ; the others got into shallow water and galloped

away. We went on for several miles, beating all likely
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looking spots, getting here a hog, in others a hog-deer, now
and then a marsh-deer. One rhinoeeros was started, but it got;
away. At last, about three o'clock, there was a yell, and severg]
boats went in full chase of what proved to beatiger. We werq
nearly the last, and I urged my men to pull, as I wanted to geq
a tiger speared in this way, All the Assamese boats werg
vying with one another and trying who should get up first,
and yelling most discordantly. We were nearing fast, whep
a man in the leading boat threw a spear, which apparently
missed ; another was thrown which struck the tiger. T
immediately roared or growled and turned towards the boat,
but was greeted with a shower of spears which turned it Ty
was swimming in deep water, but not far ahead it was quite
shallow, and the object of the men was to kill it before iy,
could get there. They not only threw their spears, but using
them as lances thrust away at its beautiful hide. Once it
got hold of the side of the boat aud nearly upset it, but got
a blow from a dhaw that laid epen the head and made it let
go. Still the tiger, though covered with wounds and dyeing
the water all round with its blood, swam strongly; but what
with its roaring, growling, and now und then gurgling as it
was thrust under water, and the yells and screams of itg
assailants, the scene was an exceedingly savage one. By this
time I was close up; the tiger got to the shallow, ran a little
way, and then charged at the prow of the bnat. Fearing
some injury, I thought it was now time for me to interfere, go
1 fired, but from the unsteadiness of my boat my first shot
missed. By this time the tiger had scized the prow of the
boat and was worrying it, taking no notice of the men,
Telling my men to leave off rowing and to steady the boat,
I put my second shot through the tiger's head, which killed
it on the spot. It turned out to be a tigress, 8 feet 3 inches,
but its skin was utterly ruined, owing to the numerous spear-
wounds. We got home at five with thirteen deer, five pigs,
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two buffaloes, and onc tiger. I wanted to see this kind of
gport once; I can't say I care for it, but it is very exciting
whilst it lasts, and looks very dangerous, yet I helieve very
few aceidents oceur.

As the rajah was going to send his koonkies to catch
elephants, he asked mo whether I should like to go, and of
course 1 said yes. We went beyond Tikri Killah towards
Bengaligunge or Hit. My elephant had a pad on it, the rest
had only ropes. This mode of sport has been described
elsewhere. I was with them when they caught two elephants,
but I believe they caught in all eight, of which two were
strangled outright, and four others died of mortification
afterwards.
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Axis (spotied dees).—Dancing-girls at Hazoo.—0ld Burmess Fort. —Wi)y
animals within the same,—Direetions for obtaining good sport.-—Tap,,.
elephant trying to eseape.—Sporting habon.—Dead tigress in swamp
Bulluloes,— Rhinoreros, &c.

1 1aD often heard rumours of spotted deer being found in
Assaw, but though I had travelled across the country more
than most men, I had only come across one, on the banks of the
Mouass near Matagoorie, and as [ knew they were pleatiful o
the west bank of that river, I concluded that the oue T shot on
the east bank was a stray one, but as I had to go along the
foot of the Bhootan Hills T thought I would look for them,
and for the wild cattle suid to be found at their base. T wagy
not suceessful, but the country we travelled over was very iy
teresting, and there were lots of deer and small game abou,
and we heard tigers calling to each other nearly every night,
as this is their scason for pairing.

Thowas, of the Police, accompanied me. We started on
the 18th of February, and the first day went to Hermpamh,
where 1 was detained that and the next day on professional
work, This neighbourhood is famous for llorikan, partridge,
buffaloes, deer, and occasionally tigers.

February 20th.—Marched to Iazoo, a very sacred spot,
where Bhooteabs, Hindoos, and even Mussulmans go to worship
nominally, but the real attraction is, 1 believe, the numerous
gangs of duncing-girls, the only ones in Lower Assam. These
are said to live in villages by themsclves, no men being
allowed to live with them. Like all dancing-girls these arc
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prostitutes, but confine themselves to visiting only natives.
They are o fine, handsome race, the ouly good-looking, well-
made women [ have seen in Assam.

En route to our camp Thomas shot a teal, and missed a bird
that looked to me very like a woodecock; I hunted for it
everywhere, but could not flush it again, We pitched our
camp outside the villuge, and in the evening the people came
and asked us to shoot a tiger, which had killed a cow in n
canc-brake in the midst of their village, We went out;
there was the dead bulleck, sure enough, just killed, but not
a sign of the tiger, or more probably a panther, as I shot one
here afterwards.  We went on Lo an extensive Llicel and saw
another kill, but could not find the tiger. In this bheel I shot
ten ducks and two birds very like ducks, differing in the bill
only, but when flying they could not be distinguished from
ducks. The Assamese said they were far better than ducks
to eat, so we had them cooked. T thouzht thein abominable,
but my comrade ate his with relish: We saw thousands of
geese, hut could not get near them.  We saw a lot of florikan
as we were going home, but they werc too wild to shoot.

Feb, 21st—We had great difficulty in getling coolies to
take our traps. Had mews of a fresh kill in the village,
and thoroughly searched the cane-brake, but siw nothing,
nor did the eclephants show any signs of fear. We then
went to the bheel, and beat all the grass round its edges,
but saw no marks of a tiger, though it must have been
somewhere near, as the kill of last night had been entirely
devoured. We had to go through water nearly the whole
march, We saw thousands of geese and ducks. At one
bheel I shot a florikan and a duck; further on we came
to unother blicel black with water-fowl], took advantaze of
a herd of cattle to stalk up to them, and with our four-
barrels knocked over cight ducks, three of them being pin-
tail, which are nol very plentiful in Assam. During the
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remainder of the day we got six or eight more ducks ang
teal, and came across the tamest balch of wild geese I have
yet seen. They allowed the villagers to fish with Laskeeg
within twenty yards of them; they did not seem to mind yg
either, but we could not get within shot, except by wading
up to our middles, and that we did not care to do, \v:
reached Kuwmblepure al 3, after a fatiguing march of fifteey
miles through water.

Feb. 22ud.—\Ye beat over the ground where Baker apg
Masters of the Police shot two tigers last year, but saw nothing.
As our elephants had undergone a hard day’s work yesterday
we gave them a rest for the greater part of the day.

Feb, 23rd—To Rungiah: no shooting en route.

Feb. 24th.—To Kumblepore; we went off the r0ad shooting,
About two miles from Rungiah there is an old fortified town,
which I strongly suspect the Burmese had constructed during
their occupation of the country, as it is exactly built on the
plans of their own towns; it is about two wmiles square, sur.
rounded by high earthen ramparts; a river runs through the
centre. This place when I first saw it in 1867 was quite
deserted on account of man-eating tigers, but now severg]
small villages had sprung up; but still there are numeroyg
pea-fowl, deer, partridges, and occasionally bufluloes to be
found within this inclosure. Nor had the tigers deserted it,
as a tiger had killed carly this mworning no less than four
bullocks ; none of them had been eaten, and as there was not
much jungle about, we beat for him a good three hours, but
could not find him. The ground was unfavourable for ele-
phants, consisting of a series of mounds thrown up by wormws,
over which clephants can only travel with great difticulty ;
but I have no doubt it was there all the while, but succeeded
in dodging us amongst tliese mounds, as I killed one here on
my next trip in very nearly the same spot. I got to-day six
black partridges and Thomas two florikan and s hare.
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Feb, 25th—To Doorgagung—ten miles, Saw a lot of
florikan and deer, but they were ton wild th shoot. We
came across a herd of marsh-deer, wounded severnl, but lost
them all. I shot some partridges. Here there are three
rivers: these join lower down and form the Rungiah river,
Limestone is found here, but the difliculty is to transport it
to Gowhatty.

Feb. 26ih.—To Jargoan: went through frightful jungle,
full of pitfulls. We fortunately took a guide with us or
we might have come to grief. I killed a hog-deer, two hares,
and five bluck partridges, and two marsh partridges; saw lots
of florikan, but could not get near them. There are lots of bears
in this vicinity, but we could not come acruss any. Here we
ought to have turned ofl’ to go to the ground where spotted
deer are found. The following are the directions sent to mo
by Mr. Driberg, in charge of this district for many years,
and who was a very successful sportsman :—* From Gaibaree
go straight across country to Atasikhat tea-gardens, eight
miles of. Good hog-deer and small-gawe shooting the whole
way, and every chance of a tiger along the river beds.  There
is & bungalow there. Thence go to Benbari; good road;
twelve miles. There is a bungalow there. Thence beat
straight up to Hatti Muttee Kochghar, If you go south of
Bonguronghar you will get lols of marsh-deer. Leaving
Benbari eurly, you will get to Hatti Muttee Kochghar by
2 pM. Here there arc spotted deer. No bungalow here,
nor is there a village. It is on the Nonai River, where it
debouches out of the hills into the plains, Get hold of
Mattie Mouzadar of Benbari. He will be able to give a lot
of information and to send shikarees with you. In Jargoan-
mouzali, on the Boree Nuddee, there is good bird- and hare-
shooting. If you cross the Maji Koochie, you will get first-rate
hog-deer and florikan shooting.” My time not being my
own, I was reluctantly compelled to give up this programme
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and to return to Gowhatty direct, shooting cn route cizhy,
partridacs, three hares, three florikan,

March 25th saw me at Luckeeporc. | had shot a fow
deer en roule, but had not deluyed.

March 26th and 27th—~1 was busy with work, and on t},q
28th marched to Doobree. When we reached the chur oppg
site, as we were beating wlong with eleven elephants in
line, we saw another line of ten elephants advancing towargg
us. On meeting we found the opposition party consisteq of
a sporting baboo from Malwn, with elephants borrowed from
the Moorshedabad Rajah ; he had beer out six weeks, and haq
beaten the churs from Bugwah and Singhamaree to Doobrg,,
and had bagged some seven or cight tigurs; one of themn wyq
described as a very savage one, charging prior to being shey,
at. He had had a shol that morning at a tiger, but hyq
missed.  We joined and formed line, keeping the elephantg
uot more than five yards apart, and in fair line.  The babge
took the centre of the line; I was on the right, and Sinarg,
my assistant, on the left. The bahoo talked English; he wqgq
dressed in regular Bengalce-baboo style, half English, hy)g
native. He had a pith helmet on. He had a large batterv’
but no two guns or ritles of the same bore. Of course he
had a2 man behind him to load. We beat to the ¢nd of the
chur withont sceing anything except a fuw pigs.  We they
right-about faced and beat back. We had gone but a shorg,
way when the buboo fired at and killed 2 boar.  We weng op
beating, but as there appeared no prospect of our coming
across tigers, and wishing to try the effects of a shell
from the express, I fired at a boar; it fell to the shot, but
picked itself up and went off on three legs, We were
thinking of following when there was a cry of a tiger
having broken back.

As I have said before, the elephants were in excellent
line, and not above five yards apart, yet they had passed this
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tigzer lying down and not onc had trumpeted: We faced
about al once, and instead of beating back steadily off went
the baboo and Smart in full chase, breaking the line and
firing at distances varying from 500 to 600 yards! I yelled
at them till I was hoarse and then gave up, perfectly dis-
gusted, Of course the tizer escaped, and when these two
ardent sportsmnen (?) were heartily tired they pulled up, and
it took us half-an-hour more to collect the elephants together
aud to re-forin line. The heat was awful, and directly we
came to a piece of wualer every man and beast was busy
drinking, bathing, and cooling himself. I got tired of this,
and going up the bank met a large tiger face to face. As he
turned to bolt 1 gave him a shell in the side from the
express and called out to the others to form live as I had
wounded a tiger. This, after a while was done. We had
not advunced twenty paces when the tiger staggered up
gnite stupidly to Smart, who put a couple of bullets into his
head, on which he subsided. On measurernent as he luy
dead he was 9 feet 4 inches, but a high, tulky brute. The
baboo wanted to make out this was the one he and Smart had
chased, and wanted to claim it, but even Lis own mahouts
laughed at his preteusions, so he did not insist on his claim,
Whilst we were paddiny this tiger, one of my elephants, which
I had lately purchased, walked off and made for the lulls, and
Smart and T had to leave off shooting and go after him, and
after & weary chase we recaptured it.  Its mzhout, contrary
to orders, had got off its back, and it hal sneaked away whilst
we were busy with the tiger, and did its best to escape.  Oue
of our elephants, a tusker, had our breakfast on his back, and
its mahout, finding a Lrother of his with the Laboo, quietly
left us and followed the baboo to his cump, six or seven miles
away from uvs, taking our breakfast with him.  We got back
to our camp at three, and had nothing to eat till four, and
our missing mahout with his elephant did not turn up till
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next day, when we gave him something to teach him bettey
behaviour in future.

March 29th.—This morning we again visited the chur,
aud beat up to the baboo's encampment, which wus at the
very extremity of the chur, without seeing anything, The
baboo was not present, as he had crossed over to Doobree tq
see the Gairapore Rajah. We ascertained that after we hag
left him yesterday in chase of our runaway elephant, that he
had come across two tigers, and had killed one, a tigress, with,
one ball, and we also saw the skins of those he had killeq
before meeting us.  We hreakfasted there and beat back,
About half-way back, at the very water T had shot the tiger
at yesterday, I snw a large tiger get out of the water and walk
slowly along. I halted the line and gave him time to settle
down. There was not much jungle, so I knew he would not,
go far, We then formed line, beat backwards and forwaids,
then in circles, yet for a long while we could not come
across our friend. At last I saw the grass moving in front
of me, and beckoning to Smart to wheel up, we got the tiger
well within a horse-shoe, the open portion of the horse-shoe
being free of jungle; so he must either cross that and give
us good shots, or charge through our line. This latter he
apparently preferred doing, and charged down upon me. As
he showed himself, I gave him both barrels from the express,
flooring him, and he rolled over under one of the most
cowardly of our elephants, who, however, did not move or
show any signs of fear. RBefore the smoke cleared away, the
tiger picked himself up, and broke back. I gave him a
parting shot as he disappeared, but though we beat for him
for hours, we never saw him again. The place was full of
ruts and pretty high grass, though it did not extend very far,
The whole country had recently been burnt, and though we
went round this patch of grass, we could not see any foot-
marks to warrant us in supposing it had got away; but
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whether it died or whbether it hid in one of the ruts I can-
not say ; but we did not bag him.

March 30ih.—Marched to Chow Rewah. After we had
gone some two miles en rowde, some villagers nsked us to
shoot a tiger, which had killed three cows the evening Lefore.
So we went with them, a long way out of our line, saw the
kills, bul despaired of finding the tizers in such ground, as
there was Lut a strip ol long gruss, bordering n jeel, which
wus o quaking bog and impenetrable to our elophants ; and
T thought it, from its very swampy nature, an unlikely place
for a tiger to take up its abede, but as the kills were there,
we thought it as well to try for their slayer. So forming line,
we went through the grassy pateh, and reached the very edge
of the quagmire, without seeing or hearing anything ol the
tiger, and wure just turning back, when the silly tigress, as it
turned out to be, charged we, coming through the quagnire on
the tap of the tangled grass, without apparently sinking in. T
fired two shots. When hit by the fiest she spun round, but
on the sccond catcbing her in the side she came at us, bus
she was so well received that she beat a retreat into the
swamp, As we could not see her, I fired at the moving
grass, and suddenly all movement coased. [ did not know
whether the animal was dead or only lying perdu, but knew
she had not got away, as, with the exception of this swamp,
the country was quite open all round; and though we took
the guddee off an elephant and tried to force it into the
swamp, it could not go, but sauk at once, and we had great
difficulty in extricating it from its dungerous position. We
took an occasional shot in the bopes of inducing the tigress
to move and show us her position, but all was still as death.
At last we got long bamboos from the village, and laid them
down on the reeds in the swamp, forming a sort of Hoating
bridge ; and along this, strongly against my wishes and even
orders, a Mussulman mahout ventured, beating the jungle

VOL. 4. L
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down in front and on either side of him as he advanced with
a bamboo. My heart was in my month, and I had the gy,
fall cock, covering him, and expecting every meoment to hear
a rush and see him attacked, but fortunately the tigress wag
stone-dead, half buried in the water and mud. Tying a rope
to one of her legs, my elephant drugged her to shore, apg
we sovon padded her, and continued our route, and reache
our camp at 2. Found all our trups had gone to a Wron g
village, and wr had to send for thew. In the evening qynq
carly next day, we beat about for two tigers, that had beey,
killing cattle in the vicinity, but didl not succeed in finding
them ; and the next day we went on to Goalparah, where weo
had work to attend to.

In Tinrmah May is the best wonth for shooting, but i,
Assum T think April or March, especially for tigers. The
urass in Assam is burnt carlier, and the rains set in algq
earlier, So hy May the new grass is nearly as high as the
old which has been burnt.

Moy Stk,—DBarry, Anley (superintendent of police), anqg
myself started for the Monass. The elephants gave us a gooq
deal of trouble at starting, some refusing to cross the river, and
others swimming back after they had reanched the opposite
bank. Marching steadily aloug we reachud DBogalir on the
19th. Here Anlev and 1 hnd a long swim in the river, ang
after we had finished, Campbell, the Assistant Cr)mmissionur,
told us a child bad been carried away and a woman injured
by an alligator a few days before at that identical spot. We
did not bathe in that river again,

May 13th.—From Bogulir to Battabarie we shet a few deer
cn route.  The next duy we were very busy, und ouly shot a
piz and & hog-deer for the pot. We saw florikan, but they
were very wild,

May 15th.—Moved to Kulleegoung, over the worst country
[ ever saw—a frightful swamp nearly the whole wuy, Before
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we reached the swamp, we heard a marsh-deer call, and 1
went after it. I saw two murks parallel to eneh otuer in the
grass, and pointing them ont to Campbell, thinking they werc
deer marks, I went on. [ did not come across my deer, but
Campbell, following up the trucks, put up a couple of bears.
He tired several shots at them, but did wot bag either. |
could render no assistance, as I was oo far away, The bears
escaped.  The gadilies to-day were very bad,

May 16th—Moved to Kumlabaree. When we were about
halfway saw rhinoceros’ tracks, and on following them up
heard a splashiug in the bed of a nullul, ind on looking
down saw a fine large rhinoceros. The banks were very
steep, so he wus caught in u regular trap.  We all fired, and
iu a few seconds he was dead. Az this was the first rhino-
ceros Anloy had ever fired at or seen, we gave hime the horn,
a very fine one, 12 inches long, 1% seers in weight.  We saw
very little game. The grass was very high, end the gudtlies
nearly drove us mad, und made our elephants very unsteady.
At the Polio-Marah Campbell killed a cow buflulo with horns
10 feet 4 inches. Weo reached cump earty. Anley and [
breakfasted sitting in the nullah with uwmbrellas over our
heads. We found that much cooler and plensunter than the
tent. Cawmpbell went out again in the evening, and brought
home a hog-deer.

May 17th—Barry and Campbell went one way, Anley and
I ancther, We started very early—before 580 a.  Not
far from camp Anley fired at and hit a bear. We hunted it
for some time; it made several charges at us, and funked
our clephauts thoroughly, and eventually escaped. T do not
know what the cause was, but our elephants behaved dis-
gracefully all this trip. I think the excessive heut and the
gadflies had something to say to it, but we lost nearly every
auimal we wounded. Further on we cnme upon o rhiuoceros,

and both our elephants bolted. One went one way, and mine,
1. 2

-
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boliing along the rhinoceros’ path, was followed by him, ang
in his fright nearly fell into a deep pit with me. [ fired at
it as it was running behind us and hit it, but it swerved, got
into very heavy grass, and we lost ir. We followed
numerous other tracks, but all the beasts had retired into vep
heavy jungle, into which it was no use going.  Leaving thjg
we followed the course of the Polio-Marah river, and cap,, (;
upon a rhinoceros, with ouly his head above water. He jumped
up when he saw us, but was killed almos! iusmntan‘cously'
We saw seven butfaloes and a lot of deer, but got nopg
Campbell and Barty catue across three rhinoceros, and kilje (i
obe wilh a fair horu.

May 18th—We moved to the Monass to-day, and, odd to
say, got nothing to shoot at.

Mny 19th-—-We started together, but on reaching fresh
tracks separated. Anley and T went oulside the edge of a
tree-jungle, whilst Campbell and Barry went through apg
on to a plain beyond; there they came upon three rhing.
ceros and a buffalo lying together in the same pool. The
bit the buffulo and one rhinoceres, but got neither. It wyg
useless our trying to shoot, the elephants were 80 unsteady .
they kept bolting abt the least noise; the gadilies were oy
them in thousands, sucking the very life-bluod from them
aund they, T fancy, like ourselves, were neariy driven mag,
After vrossing through a belt of heavy tree-jungle 1 cume
upon a rhinoceros, followed by & butcha. T got Lwo unsteady
shots ut it about fifteen yards off, but it got away, Nearer
home I came upon another rhinoceros, knocked it down, bug
my elephant skedaddled, and when I succeeded in stopping
it, and going back, found the rhinoceros gone. I am sure we
saw to-day at least ¢ight rhinoceros, but conld not shoot
them owing to the uusteadiness of our elepbunts.  Campbell
and Burry brought home a buffalo and a marsh-decr; they
also saw a fine bison, but could not get near enongh to shoot it.
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May 20th—Rain this morning. In the afternoon Anley
and I came across at least twelve rhinoceros at different
times, but did not kill one through the unsteadiness of our
elephants,

May 21st.—We again saw a lot of rhinoceros, but it was
useless trying to shoot them; so, getting disgusted, we gave
it up as a bad job, and went back to Jurpetah ; thence 1
crossed over to Goalparah, and marched to Gowhatty, wound-
ing a tiger, but losiug it in a patch of jungle full of rattans
and crecpers; it charged once or twice, but odd to say,
though the elephants only a week before were so unsteady
that we could shoot nothing off their backs, they were quite
staunch now, and had the jungle been favourable I must
have got the tiger. I picked up a few deer, florikan, and
black partridges. Near Gowhatty, about twelve miles down
the river on the opposite side, at a place called Loo-ul-
choochi, we used tn get very good small game shooting,
and now and then pig, decr, and buffaloes. Fisher and 1
had some very fair sport here, getting florikun, ducks, teal,
pea-fow], black and marsh partridges and hares. One day
we shot some butfaloes, a deer, and some pig.  One of them
(2 pie) I had slung behind my howdab : it got loose, and
hung half way down the elephant’s thigh, and he hegan to
kick it up into the air; down it would come with a ilop,
when up would go the elephant’s hind leg, sending the pig
fiying, and nearly pitching me out of the howduh, and it
was some time before the mahout could foree the clephant
to kneel down, and cnable us to cut loose the pig.  Fisher
could not lhelp laughing heartily, whilst 1 was being thrown
about. I got all the skin taken off' the backs of my hands,
and my guns were sent flying, and myself considerably
bruised, Sometimes we used to get up pic-nic parties there,
aud shoot for a few days, and relurn again to headguarters.

In March, 1872, 1 was again at Singhamaree; I had only
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five clephants, but for the first time beat that chur. On )
13th T got three marsh-deer ; I put up first one tiger, whicy,
I wounded; it ran only u little way and pulled up, it
charged me when T came near; but though T hitit, it dos(‘:d,
stood up and casught hold of the guddee, bul pulting the 1oy
barrel to its head I blew it to pieces with a shell. The
elephant wus not injured in the least, and behaved vep
well.  The tiger was just nine feet one inch in lemgth, 4
little further on I put up the tigress; missed with the first
barrel, but hit with the second. 1 lost the animal for the
while, but it was found dead the next day. 1 started anothey
tiger, but did not get a shot. T might have shot any numbey
of wild boars, as they were very plentiful, bul as they werg
in beauti{ul riding ground I let them go.

On the L4th I beat over the same ground, sud found (}4
timress dead ; Lut saw nothing but deer and pig to-day ; o
in the afternoon moved camp to the further end of the chuy,
Here there were a few huts aud sheds in which buffaloes ang
cattle arc kept. T heard of a kill, and went out very carly,
taking a villager with me to show wme the jungles. I came
{o the kill, but there was very little of it left. I bent back-
wards and forwards several times, but not the ghost of 4
tiger to be secn.  Getting tired, I turned towards eamp, and
going through a very thin strip of long grass two tigers ran
away, one to the right and the other to the lefi; the latter
crossed an open hit, and gave me the better shot, so 1 fired
twice at it with the express, but it showed no signs of being
Liit, disappeared over a vidge of saud, and I then look up the
other tracks. After going due north some way they turned
wost, passed the sheds, and entered a very heuvy patch of
orss, Directly T got inte this the grass in front of me
moved, 1 fred and something rushed on; I fired agnin, but
wliaiever the animal was it mn some way ahead, and then
tuxned to the right. T followed as well as | could judge the
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direction in which it had gone. Again semething rushed nhead,
and again T took a snap-shot at the grass; down fell some-
thing, and I thought I had got my tiger, but my disgust may
be imagined when I found only a hog-deer struggling on the
ground. I went back, and beat everywhere for the tiger, but
could not come across it; so, as the huts were close by, I
went there and took it easy. Went out in the evening in
the direction in which the first tiger had bolted ; met a herd
of buffaloes feeding, towards home; as they entered a patch
of grass there was a great commotion, tha buffaloes rushed
forward in a body, and trying to toss something in front of
them. Some of the buffaloes ran out and began to paw up
the saud, and to snort and show signs of great excitement ;
the Gwallas seemed also excited, and on going to the spot
we found the tiger, a small onc I had shot ai, dead, trampled
into the ground and considerably gored by their harns, and
50 excited were the buffaloes that their attendunt had great
trouble, and ran some risk, in driving them off.  We padded
the tiger, which was barely eight fect long.

15th.—Marched back towards Doobree; put up in a hut
near a tea-garden belonging to the Gaerapore rajal.

16¢h—~Went to the chur opposite the telugraph-office.
The assistant in charge tohl me there were several tigers
about, and that he conld hear them every night, sometines
close to his house. 1 pitched my camp and went out in the
evening, but only suw hog-deer und pig, but wonld nat fire
at them.

17th—OQut very early, but beat to the end of the chur
along the south face without seeing the siuns of a tiger, T
went back along the north face, and saw nething till I had
gone more than half-way, when a tiger jumped up, and |
was lucky enough to break its back with my first shot, and a
shell tired out of the express did for him. He was a very
large tigzer, just ten feet long.
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18¢h. —1 put up another tiger to-day, but lost it, and 1
could mot waste more time to sport, g0 hurried back to
Gowhally, inspecting roads, &c., en roule.

Aprit 3vd~—1 had to go to Dewangeri: rode to Rungial
the first day, going through the fortified town two miles to
the north. [ got a tiger which had just killed two cows. It
ran about 100 vards ulter receiving the shell, and theu felf
dead. This was close on ten feet in length,

April 5th—1 reached Dewoo Nuddie, shooting seven par-
tridges, and three florikan e route.  Inthe aflerncon went oyt
shooling ; got a good thinoceros, with horn fourteen inches
long and two-and-a-half seers in weight, and wounded another,
which Ilost. 1 also shot a hog-deer.

April 6th.—Walked up to Dewangeri, a s4iff pull. The
place is favourably situated for a good defence, as the ap.
proach to it is very preeipitous and very tortuous. It
inhabitants were a few wretched Bhootiahs, who complained
that they had to pay us taxes and the Dhootiahs as well,
Yach house is taxed by vs one rupee, whilst the Dhootiahg
make the unfortunate men pay two rupees. The place ig
supposed to be ours, and though ceded to us the Bhootiah
rajahs atill ¢laim it. I wualked back in the evening.

April 'ith—Sending my traps on to Kumblepore I had a
beat along the Demoo Nuddie. T saw noething, and then
turned along oue part of the Bhootan range; saw two ele-
phants, but would uot molest them. I then eame across five
buffaloes, but as none of them had fine horas 1 let them go.
I then further on put up two rhinoceros, but lost them
both. I then turned Dack, and tock u long circuit. I came
across what looked like the ruins of old fovis, but they were
so overgrown I could not be sure. Out of a4 pateh of long
grass unear one a bear scrambled away, but my first shot, a
shell, cauzht it in the neck and killed it outright. 1 then
beat back to my camp, withoul seeing anything more than
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two doe sambur. En rouds to Kumblepare T shot several
partridges and two hog-deer. In the cvening T went to a
bheel about three miles off, and shot two buffaloes. In this
place a sad accident occurred one year, French, the Super-
intendent of Police left, as he thought, a butfalo dead, and
some of his policemen and villagers went to get the meat,
but on their approaching the spot the supposed defunct
animal jumped up and killed two or three men.

The next day 1 rode back to Gowhatty.

April 16th, 1872, found me with Comber and Cornish at
Raha Jannah. We beat our way to Mina Muttee. Soon
after starting I got two black partridges and a hispid hare,
the first I have killed, though Thave known many others killed
by other sportsmen, I afterwards shot a pig and a pea-fowl.

April 17th—We started pretty early for the Monass, but
we only saw a few deer until we sat down to breakfast. No
gooner had we settled down than something rushed by, and
the mahouts called out, “A rhinoceros ! We climbed up into
our howdahs, but the brute had got clean away; so we went
back, finished our breakfast, and then set the junzle on fire,
and soon had a glorious blaze, which must bave made it a
little too bot for our friend the rhinoceros,  Cornish wounded
a sambur, but lost it; I only got a partridge. Reaching the
Monass at one, we got out our fishing-tackle and tried to
troll where Jackson and T had been so lucky.  Cornish
went in one boat, and Comber and T in another. Our men
could not propel the boat against the stream, and wound up
by upsetting us. Fortunately it was not deep, and we
escaped with o ducking.  Our traps arrived at 3 pot, and
the men declared they had come across clephants and
rhinoceros standing in some churs or islands in the bed
of the Monass. There were a few palicemen here, and they
had been shooting all over the country, instead of looking
after cantraband india-rubber collecting.
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Aprit 18th—Comber stopped to fish, so Cornish and |
went together. We wanted to shoot only big game, so whep
Cornish eame upon a deer lying down he asked me whethey
he should shoot it or not; before I could reply the deer got
up and bolted. We then came across several deer, and let
them go; but suddenly secing a spotted deer, the first fy,.
twenty-eight years, | could notl resist the temptation, anq
kifled it. I knew they were on the other bank of tha
Monass, but not on this. Whilst we were padding  thig
deer up came two thinoceros. I fired at the largest
brought it down on.its knees, but it got up and bolteq,
Cornish fired two shots at the other, but it too escaped
We then formed line, and came upon two rhinoceros .
Cornish hit one badly. but my elephant bolted. Afte;‘
following for some time we got the one Cornish had hjg
and fonnd it bad a bufche with it, so left it alone, inteud.,
ing to catch the young one ou the momow., We the,
went along the Poho marsh, and out of a thicket
rushed two rhinoceros, the larger pretending to charge,
but | made a good right and left, and killed them botl,
We saw various other rhinoceros and buifaloes, but the
wind blew a perfect gale, and it came on to rain cats and
dogs, and we got soaking wet. Coruish shot a pig neyr
camp. Comber had caught two nice-sized mubseer.

April 14k —As it was raining in the morning 1 tried
fishing, but caunght nothing, and after hreakfast Cornish ang
I went Lack to the dead rhinoceros to try and catch its
young oue, We found the poor little thing lying down by
its dead mother's side. We tried to eatch it, but the nets
had not arrived, and after a while it ran away and I believe
joined another rhinoceros, which came up as we were trying
to catch it.  'We then went through very high grass; in this
I came upon a large thinoceres: wounded it; got charged,
but iy elephant spun round and escaped. as did the rhino-
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ceros likewise, I shot one deer, and Cornish an iguana about
six foct long.  Got to camp about three, and crossed over the
Monass.

Aprid 20th—As Comber wag pressed for time we could not
make any stay here; so sending most fortunately some of
our traps by boats to a place called Bargoan, we, with the
remainder of the things, started on elephants to shoot our
way there. We went over some of the most beautiful
country, either for sport or scenery, | ever saw. Marks of
bison, and other game plentiful, and lovely forests for stalk-
ing. The country an clevated plateau, hut cul up by decp
ravines. Here we saw herds of spotted deer, and Cornish
got off to stalk a buck, but the ground was too open, and
they all made off. In the numerous dried-up chanuels of
the Monass in the short grass hog-deer were very numerous :
Cornish shot two and Comber one. We saw a herd of about
fifteen buffaloes ; they took no notice of our shots, but when
they got our wind they bolted fast enough. We went up a
steep incline to a bit of high table-land, where Campbell hai
taken some friends Iast year, and had killed several rhino-
ceros, The marks of every sort of game most numerous;
but the country very dangerous for elephants, as it is a mass
of deep ravines, with perpendicular sides two to three hundred
feet deep; and if an elephant bolted here the result would be
almost certain death. We went some way and saw nothing
but the sume herd of buftuloes. COne had a good head, so 1
opened fire; a shell burst in front of them, and they turned
back und ran the gauntlet between Comber and wyselt
Comber killed the big one, and between us we rolled over
four others. Cornish was a good 500 or 600 yards away,
yet he emptied his battery, more to our danger than that
of the huffaloes, as his bullets were flying about our ears,
The big buffalo had horns nine feet ten inches long. In
folowing up the herd we started a rhinceeros, followed by a
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young one, and after a long chase killed the mother, byy
whera the young one went to I do not know. As no ope
knew exactly where Bargoan wus, we had to leave thig
happy hunting-ground, the best I have seen in Assam. W
bad great difficulty in getting through this ccuntry; ¢y
every side nullabs with perpendienlur sides from 150 tq
300 feet high. What an immense river the Monass must
be in the height of the vains! Whilst following up one of
these nullahs in the hopes of finding an outlet, I came upoy
a rhinoceros within ten yards of me; two shots from g,
followed by two from Cornish, laid him low where he stood
—-a large male with small horn. Tu this ravine we algg
canie across a buffalo and a pig, but they got away. Wg
had the greatest difficulty in getting on ut &Il to-day. XN
sooner had we surmounted the baoks of one nullah than we
came upon another with equally impracticable banks; so we
wandered about all day, making but little progress, and not
baving an idea where Dorguan was. We saw two other
rhinoceros, about seventy to eighty buffaloes, and T shounlq
say several thousands of marsh-deer. The whole country,
some 130 to 200 feel sbove the Monass, and with a graduy]
slope from the foot of the Bhootan range, eovered with gruss
not more than four fee! high, and with numerous mud-holes,
Marks of every sort of game abundant, but we could not
stop to hunt; “onwurds” was the cry, At last darkness set
in, and we got into a marsh with great reed-jungle, averaging
fromn twenty to thirty feet high. Which way to go we did
not know, The nullahs we came to were quagmires, through
which the elephants could scarcely struggle. Cornish and I
got scparated from Comber. We were bitten to death by
mosquitoes, and altogether we were in & nice fix. The
elephants had to crash their way the best way they could
in a pitehy dark night, aud after about three hours’ flounder-
ing about in this impenctrable jungle we got to a piece
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somewhat less heavy  We then went to work Lo fire off our
guns to attract C's atlention. After waiting about an hour,
we were glad to heur shots in return, aud at last C. joined us,
One of our walouts had an idea we could not be fir from
our destination, and he knew the genera] direction; so we
continued to force vur way through the jungle, and at lust
were cheered Uy coming to sume open ground and a little
cultivation. Here we had the good luck to zet hold of a
couple of people who guided us to our huts, where we found
our servants with the thivgs that bad lLeen sent down by
boat. Where our elephants with the 1est of lie bagange
were we did not kuow in the leastt  Qur hut was a miserable
one, but we were lucky euough to get any shelter at all, and,
after a husty dinner, we gladly turned into cur beds.

Aprid 21st-~We had to halt here, and to seud off our
elephants in search of our baggage animals, which turned up
at 1 vn, I found that moss of my traps, including my
ammunition-box, iy fishing-tackle, indiu-rubber boat, &c,
had been left behiml in the jungles by a rascally mahont,
who said his elephant was too done up to Lring them on. So
we sent him back for them,

April 22nd.—The rascally wahout returned, saying be
could not recognize the place where he bad left my traps; so
nice for me: So he got a thrashing, and we sent him back
with Sookur, and went on to Biznee.

dpril 23nd.—Cornish returned to Goalparah ; we haited
here, and in the evening my missing traps turned up. We
went on to Sidlee in the hopes of getting untelope, but the
weather changed, and it came on to rain; so, afler a day or
two's miserable work, we got back to Goalparah. So ended
this wretched trip. It was too hurried altogethier for sport or
comfort, though it showed us where splendid shooting ground
was to be found which as yet had never been hunted over.

April 15th, 1873.—Started in the Sunjuud steamer for
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Baiswah ghat.  We had a gale last night, and the flat had ¢
cast off; so we had to go off with our traps in boats. W,
got ofl at half-past 7 4., and got to within a mile of the gha¢
by 12, The captain very kindly sent us his boats, and we
landed at the ghat ut 1 rm. Started for Burpetah at halg.
past 2, and got there at 6. Saw a deer en routfe, and our
servants came across a tiger.  Barry accowpunied us.

April 15th—Dusy all day getting teaps ready for our trip,
Found that the large tusker had an awlul baek, hut Campbe)y
kindly lent me his big mucknah: Barry on an elephant be.
longing to the Biznee rajah.

April 17th.—Got off about 8 o'clock : Burry and 1 through
the jungle and our trups by the pathway. We saw severg)
herds of buftaloes, wounded three, but only bagged oue. \vq
saw several deer, but got none.  Got to camp about two,

April 18th.—Started for Kadur Ghooree, near Sonapilly._
a hard day’s work. I shot a buck hog-deer to begin with, upq
tied it behind my hLowdah. We then went on to within
sight of Sonapilly without seeing a thing. The villagerg
where we breakfasted offered to show us lots of marsh-deer :
so Barry and 1 separated. He went one way aud shot fiyg
marsh-deer; I shot two. Near the place MaclDonald angd |
were charged by five buffaloes without provocation ou oyr
parts. I saw a fine solitary bull buffalo. 1 fired my muzzle-
loader at him, and wounded him. He ran about fifty yards
and pulled up in the open. The ground was as smooth ag 4
bowling-green, and covered with feathery grass about eighteen
inches high. I did not take the trouble {0 reload, but went
towarls the baflalo, who stood facing we. When I got
within sixty or seventy paces, he shook his head and came
straight at me. I was told the clephant 1 was on was a per-
feetly staunch one, so I did not hurry myself to fire. When
the beast was within some twenty paces I put up my rifle

to fire, I¢ was difticult to know where to aim, as the buffalo
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charged with his head well in the air, and his horns thrown
Lack. Whilst I hesitated, and just as I touched the trigger,
the elephant spun round, the gun went off, and in one second
the bufialo hud his head down, and closed wilh the impetu-
osity of a steam-engine. I had just time to turn round and
plant a shell in the small of its back, between the hip-joints,
and down fell the buffalo; but in the serimmage the hog-deer
got loose, and hung down the elephant’s hindquarter. He,
thinking it was the buffalo driving it into him, got ungovern-
able, and bolted at least a mile before we could pull him up.
1 wried to haul the deer into the howdah, but having only ona
hand (as T had to hold on by the other, und the deer was a
full-grown one}, I could not manage it, and after & great des

of trouble, I cut it loose. The buffalo picked himself up
and followed a short way at a walk, looking the picture of
all that was savage. 1 never saw a more splendid beast.
The horns were not long, but very thick, and his bulk
enormous. At last we got the elephant round, and he went
back with the greatust reluctance, ready to bolt from his own
shadow. The ground was quite open all around, except in a
slight hollow, where there was high grass enough to hide a
buffalo., ] knew the beast was too hard hit te have bolted,
so made towards this cover; bat the elephant, as soon as he
reached the place where he had been charged, refused to
budge an inch, aud when driven to do so stood still and
shook himself, and nearly sent howdah, mysclf, and guns
flying. So I had to do the best 1 could, and after peering
about some time saw the buffulo slanding broadside on, but
looking very seedy. I gave him a couple of shells in the
side; hie at once charged; the bathee legged it, and wpearly
pitched me backwards off the howdal, The buffalo ouly
charged for twenty yards and then lay down, and 1 knew it
was all up with him. But npothing would induce the ele-
phant to go back ; so I bad reluctantly to leave him, and
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to trudge to our cawp at last, three miles o We gl d
have eamped at my old place, Sonapilly, and not at Kudur
Ghoorie, us all the game is found near the former py; ace .

so each day we had to go and cowme back three or fUur
miles each way, uselessly tiring ourselves and our animalg
On arrival at camp found Barry had got there somo ting
before me,

Aprei 19¢h. —-\\t, started mlly and saw ]\Laps of Jung

the _]lmnle fowl h\g in and about it in a semi- xuld, bbuu-
tawe state and act as scavengers, we would have nothjy,
to say to them. On arriving at the place where T had ),
figlt yesterday, found the butfalo lying dead. He had neyep
moved. He had kuelt down ou his fore-kuces, hig nose
rested on the ground, and his hind-legs were doubleq up
under him; he looked for all the world us if he wus knee)_
ing down to receive a load. The breadth of his back a4
iwmense, We separated, and I came across a rhinocergg
but he would only give me long shots; he was badly hit:
but he got across a river and iuto stuff wiere he was quijte
safe. In chasing him I saw two other rthinuceros, apg
presently heard Baery fire several shots.  On reaching hip,,
found he had killed one of the rhinoceroses and woundeq
the other—this latter we followed up and killed. Neither
animals had good borus. We saw fresh marks of eleplanys,
and pnumerous marks of buffuloes and rhinoceros. We )ost
a good deal of time in following up rhinoceros, but the
firing had cevidently disturbed them, and they were non es,
During the day Barry shot a hog-deer, a marsh-deer, and a
partridge. I got a hog-decr only, and missed some very
easy shots.

April 20th.—To-day we had bad luck. The shooting-
ground is too fur from our camp. We saw numercus marks
of rhinoceroy, but could not come across the beusts them-
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selves. 1 shot two black partridges right and left, then a
pig, then a hog-deer, then a buck marsh-decr.  Darry broke
the leg of a marsh-luck, but it gave us a long chase, and
I am sure we fired at least fifty shots at it before we hagoed
it. I hunted for the rhinoceros I hit yesterday, but could
not find it.

April 21st.—We heard a tiger calling last night; went out
carly. moving camp to ilumlabarce. We saw soon after
starting a herd of abount thirty buffaloes, Lut let them 20,
We then came upon four or five, and amongst them a very
large bull, which we polished ofl. We then chased two
thinoceros for about three or four hours: but never got
up to them-—-how they dodged us I can’t think, T shot a
hog-deer for the pot; and near Gatee, Barry came acro:s
a herd of buffaloes, and a cow with a ealf, threatening 1o
charee him, got killed.  We reached camp at 2 pat

April 22nd.—Went out at 5 A, and bad bad luck ail
day. We went at least five miles before coming on any
fresh tracks of rhinoceros, and then we followed up throuyh
fearfully heavy jungle, and never saw them after all. Not
far from home, en roufe back, we saw o herd of buffuloes.
Two balls that brought up the rear on seeing us charged
right down upon us from a distance of 5300 yards. We
remained perfectly quiet until the leading one was about
fifty yards off; then we opened fire, Killed one and badly hit
the other, but it got away. 1 hit another buftalo, and
though we followed up a long way by the Llood, the brute
escaped. 1 hit a fine marsh-buek with a shell, but it got
away. Renched cawp at half-past 2 row.

April 23rd—Rain all last night and half of to-day: owr
huts flooded ; nasty, cold, wet day. Did nothing; found our
servants had been steuling our beer and wines, so counted
and repacked evervthing. Intend to move csmp te Matta-
woorie to-morrew,

vaL, i
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April 24th.—Rain again last night; moved camp; got 4
dak just as we were starting.  We put up two fine marsh-
bucks, and missed themboth.  We got on to {resh rhinocerog
tracks, and followed them up a long way: came upon four ip
very heavy grass. 1 could have had good shots had the
elephant been steady, but he swerved just as | was aboyg
to fire, and all four escaped, not even fired at. We shortly
afterwards came upon another one, and hit it hard. Qy
following it up, came across another and hit that, but they
both got into heavy grass, and we overshot them,  We wept
back and came upon the one we had first bit, and emptied a11
our guns into him; but he too got into the infernal grags
jungle and cscaped. Our camp lLeing o long way off, we
had to leave these animals and make the best of our way
homewards.

April 25th.—DRain all night and early in the mworning, We
went out after breakfast, but trudged a long way without
seeing anything. [ then came upon one rthinoceros and had
four good shots at him, but he got into tree-jungle, and
escaped. We shortly afterwards came upon fresh tracks,
and saw a thinoceros get up, but before I could get the gun
up to the shoulder he disappeared into the beavy grass; bLut
another ono took his place. At this we both fired; it fell
down, but picked itself up and holted. Then another ap-
peared, aud this one got well peppered too, but that, too, bolted,
In following up came across one dead—no signs of the other
two, We took across country, and got into heavy grass and
tree-jungle ; and, after going a long way, catse across a rhino-
ceros. My rifle missed fire, but Barry hit hurd.  'Wo followed,
and put the brute up four times, and hit hard each time,
but it seemed to bear u charmed life. At last it got iuto very
heavy jungle, and I followed, whilst Barry stood on one side
in the open. I came upon it; my right barrel missed fire,
and my left hit as the rhinoceros charged savagely. My
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hathee bolted, with the rhinoceros at his heels, gnashing his
teeth, and not above six inches off, The wiy my hathee
hooked it “ was a caution to snakes, [ guess.” | got Lold of
my muzzle-loading Lang and made « lucky shol between the
cars, dropping master rhinoceros as dead as dead could be.
Another second and the elephant would have Leen badly cut.
Got home rather late.

April 206h.—A Jdull, threatening day; so we stayed in the
hut till after breakfast, and then went after deer along the
bed and bunks of the Monass, Barry shot three hog-deer,
and I one hog-deer and one marsh-deer; at the latter T made
some very decent shooting, We saw rhinoceras narks, but
did not see the beasts.

April 87th—~\We started pretty carly this morning, and
went through the forest along the base of the hills. Marks
of bison and bears plentiful. We must have disturbed a
herd of the former, as their scent was perceptible, and their
droppings quite fresh, We followed up two rhinoceros, bnt
they hud gone up the dry bed of a nullah, where we conld
not follow, We then went towards the plains, and came
up to two rhinoceros and a buffalo in onc mud-hole.
Killed one rhinoceros and hit the other badly. We fol-
lowed up, but soon lost the tracks of our beast in that of
numerous others.  The whole place at times must bo full
of rhinoceros, but they have been so molested that at
early morn they betake themselves to the tree-jungle, where
they ure quite safe from us, Presently we came near the
spot. where we had killed the first rhinoceros on the 25th.
The smell was so abominable that I kept to windward, and
though passing within a few yards of it, took no particular
notice of it, until I heard Barry call out, “ Look out—tiger !”
I spun round in the howdah, and bad just time to see an
animal bound from the rhinoceros, and make tracks. Ile

was going away stmight from me, tail on end. 1 had one
AT
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of the heavy No. 10 rifles in hand, with heavy charges tor
rhinocerns, and o steel-tipped bullet. I took a snap-shot, ang
shot the tizer through the hip, doubling him up and makin.,
him roar lustily. There was a decp nullah close at hun:i
densely covered with long grass from 15 to 20 feet high; into
this the tiger crawled, and we knew not what to do. Goine
into the nullah was absurd, a5 we could not see a yard, an?l
how to get the brute out we knew not. I would have given
somothing for fireworks just then. Ilowever we trampleqd
down the grass all round, the tiger snarling and pretending
to charge us the while, until we had a pretty clear Space.
We then fired shot after shot to drive him out of his lair, byt
budae beyond a few feet he would not, and all our hathees
were in a precious funk. At last a shell must have bursg
near his nose, for he partially ran up the oppoesite bank. We
fired a¢ the moving grass, and a lucky shell taking him be-
hind the shoulder did for him. He turned out a fine male
ten feet long. To drive out this tiger and to kill him had
taken us at least two hours; had we had fireworks, five
miuutes wonld have done it.  We then breakfasted, and
went along the base of numerous ghars, and came upon o
good-sized thinoceros, killed him outright, and afterwards
hit another, but -lost it. The tiger was sitting on the carcasg
of the rhinoceros, eating away at the shoulder, whence we
had removed the shield the day we killed it. If there were
no other instances on record, this once would he sufficient to
prove that tigers are not particular in what they eat, and that
the theory of their ealing only what they themselves kill is a
fallacy.

April 28h—As it threatened to rain all the morning, we
did not go out till afternoon ; and then along the dry bed of o
portion of the Monass in one hour we shot seven hog-deer
and one wmsh-deer. T got five ont of eight.

Apeil 20h —We were to wmake a wmove inland along the
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base of the hills, but gave it up at the last moment, as we
could not get enough coolies to take our traps along, and all
the people funked going where we wanted them to follow
us. We, however, went some way through the f{orest along
the foot of the hills.  Marks of bison and bears again most
plentiful. We must have been close to them several times,
but they hid themselves most effectually. Iresently up
Jumped a herd of about thirly spotted deer, and amongst
them some superb bucks. I called out to Barry, who was
nearest to them, to fire, but as he did not, I took a shot at
one of the bucks, but am sorry to say missed it. In one
second they had scattered, and though we jumped off the
elephant. and tried to follow them, it was no use, and all we
saw was an occasivual glimpse of a spotted hide bounding
along. Though T had shot a spotted deer near this last year,
I thought it was one that had wandered from the other side
of the Monass. [ had no idea that they were to be found in
such nuinhers on this bank. What beautiful creatures the
spotted deer or axis are to be sure: We followed up the
fresh track of a rhinoceros; came upon it in a mud-hole at
the cdge of a ghar, and khit it four or five Limes; but it got
into the entangled jungle, and we could not go after it.  We
sent Sookur on a small pad elephant with one of 1y riiles,
but though he saw it several times, the beast had enough life
to keep out of shot, and soon got into such jungle that
neither man on foot nor the swmall pad elephant could follow,
In the open plain ont of a mud-hole up jumped a huge
buffalo with one horn only, but that was an immense one.
He meant mischief, but Burry broke the hind-leg, and 1 one
of the fore ones; so there was nothing for the poor devil but
to stand still and glare at us till a well-placed shot laid it
low. I never saw a bigger buffalo. It was a pity it only
had one horn; had the head beeu perfect 1t would have been
worth having ; as it was wo left it. Going homewards, near
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where we killed the tiger T came upon a rhinoceros, and gay
it two shots; it ran 500 yards, and then fell dead. Barry
shot u hog-deer and hit a marsh-deer fairly in the shoulder,
but he had not enouglt powder, and the ball did no great,
harm. We saw several other buffaloes, but they would not
let us get within shot.

April 30th.—A Dblank day. We went round the way v,
came home yesterday, but the country had been disturbeg
too much, and we saw no large game at all. I bugged
barking deer—the first for some years past—and I qlg,
rolled over a buck sambur; but the cartridges were badly
made, there was not enough penetration, and the poor brute,
though hard hit, got away. We had no time to waste ip
following him up, All we saw during the duy was one herq
of buffaloes, aud they were too chary to let us get withi,
shot.  We saw no spotted deer either,

May 1st.—Went straight to Daukagoun. I shot two Lo
deer en roule; got there at 12, In the evening Barry had 4
dance with two old women, and uncommonly well Le got
through his part too. I laughed till I cried. A jgood deal of
rain whout,

May 2nd.—Rain all night and throughout the day. 1 got
on to a pad elephant, went straight into Burpetah, and got
there by 12, Barry came on by easy marches,

Muy 3rd.—Barry camo in, having shot a boar and three
sucking-pigs en route. I had to return to Gowhatty, so
went off,

May 30th—Got back to Burpetah for a few days, and
went out this morning with Barry. He had two good shots
at marsh-deer, but missed. It came on to pour with rain—
I never saw heavier in my life; so we turned homewards,
I unloaded all my rifles and covered them over with water-
proof.  Darry came upon two or three buffaloes lying in a
bheel, aud hit ome.  'We took up the tracks, but as they led
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from home we left them. Scarcely bad we gone 100 yards
when a bull buffalo charged down on we; he missed me,
however, and as he passed I gave him a shot in the shoulder,
He pulled up, and my hatheo spun round, giving him a tempt-
ing invitation to charge, which he took advantage of. Down
he came, but 1 put the contents of the left barrel into his
neck, ou which he pulled up; the hathee still continued to
bolt. 1 secized the only rifle 1 had loaded, when down tle
buffalo came again. Down T dropped hiin again ; he picked
Limself up and came at me once more, My last shot caught
him in the neck and stopped him for one second, but the
next he closed, and sent my hathee flying. Before I could
reload he turned off and went very groggily into heavy grass.
jungle, into which my clephant would not follow alone, and
my comrade would not back me up. So we had to leave
this plucky brute; but although I never heard anything
more of it, I fancy he could not have lived, as the four
bullets he got from me at close quarters were all Forsyth's
shells, I should have liked to have got the animal, as he
seemed to bave very fine horns. He did wot injure my
elephant after all.

June 1st.—Hunled up the buffalo; saw heaps of bloed
where he had been lying down, but did not find him, as T
had fully expected. Got to Baikee and breakfasted there, In
the ¢vening Barry and Campbell went home Ly the road, I
through the jungle. Followed rhinoceros tracks, but lost
the beasts themselves ; saw where they had been lying, but
they had wandered away. Came upon buffaloes and hit one,
but wy elephant right-about-faced and bolted. T got a fine
marsh-buck just as it was dark. Ileached Burpetah at 8 ra.

June 2nd.—Bausy all day preparing for a start for the
Monass, though it is rather late in the season to do so.

June 3rd.—Started for Baikec: got there at 3 p.M. Saw

nothing en route.
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June Hh,—Started abuut 9 A, after an carly breakfast,
tol to Daukagoun at 4 pst; rain almost all the way. G,
i pea-fowl only en route. Halt here, as the people report
heaps of rhinoceros about.

June Sth.—Beat up to the Muiri Monass; lots of freg)y
marks, but no rhinoceros. Shot three marsh-deer: saw
sume buffuloes, but could not get near them. The whl.
country getting flooded.

June 6th—Started for Matagoorie; fortunately took some
tins and beer with me. I had to cross about a dozen rivers,
and a branch of the Monass itself, which I did with the
wreatest diflieulty ; all the streams full, and every appeyy.
ance of the monsoon having set in. Yet in 1867 I was jy,
these very Dooars till the 22nd June, and saw nothing like
the present flood. T got to camp with one servant by the
cvening, but none of my other traps turned up till widday
of the Tth.

June Tth—1 went over the old ground, and came across ;
rhinoceros, but no sooner was wmy elephant within 200 yards
of it than it bolted through the forest, and would not stop
under bhalf-a-mile. My mahout Sookur had warned me the
beast wus unsafe to ride, but I did not belicve hin. [ agaiy
came upon aznother rhinoceros, and a similar bolt was the
result. 1 got three bog-deer near the camp, but as for shoot-
ing rhinoceros it was absurd, and I gave it up,

June Sth.—The branch of the Monass all but unfordable,
I went iuto the churs and shot five hog-deer, and one marsgh-
decr, and onc of the pigmy hog; and 1 am very sorry now I
did not preserve its skin and skeleton, as it is the only one 1
cver saw or killed. It is a perfect bouar with well-developed
tusks, but not larger than a sucking-pig.

June Mth—TYound a stray boat; left in her at § Ay, and
uot to Durpetab at 8 ron; rain all day, and T had to sit in
a pool of water all duy. Thus ended my shocting-trip in 1873,





