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to sec the like again. [ killed an immense quantity of deer
of all sorts, a good many bison and buffaloes, a few tigers,
pot u single bear, one panther, five clephants, and one wild
bull. T was then transferred to Assam, where, in seven years,
1 bageed forty-four rhinoceros, twenty-eight tigers, innumer-
able buffaloes and deer, a few bears, panthers &c.; and as
I generally shot in company with others, 1 was present at
the death of a great many more beasts, of which a careful
record has bheen Kept.

In 1853 the Sappers were employed in superintending large
gangs of Burmese employed in road-making over the 'rome
district. T was then detached to open out Namyan, five
miles south of Prome, where it was proposed to form the
principal military station, which has since beeu removed
to Thayetmew. I then accompanied Colonel Cotton’s field
force into the interior, in command of the Sappers, We had
some desultory fighting ; and as our wanderings extended
over two months, I saw u good deal of the country between
Prome aud Tapoon, and towards Zeagoung. On our return,
I was appointed executive cngineer, and laid out and con-
structed the Prome and Pounday road. Farly in 1855 I
surveyed a line of road from Prome to Namyan, which is,
I fancy, substantially the same as that now adopted for
the Prome and Rangoon Railway, In March 1855, T went
to Moulmein for a couple of months, and whilst there we
killed two tigers which had wandered into the limits of the
centonment. [ then again returned to Prome and took up
my old road work; thence I was transferred to Tongho, back
to Thayetmew, then to Rangoon, and cventually to Tongho
as exccutive engincer, where I remained upwards of five
years; then to the Cocos, and finully to Assam. 1 have
thus spent five years in India and twenty-one ycars in
Burmah and Assam without any extended leave.

When [ first arrived gt Prome we had a large mess,



30 SPORT IN BRITISH RURMAH, ETC.

not. found north of Mergui, and those found further nortb
are not common, or non-existent, to the south.

Near and alout Prome, Shoaydoung, Padoung, Eeingmab,
Pounday, Zeagoung, Meaday, Thayetmew, Mendoon, and along
the base of the Arrakan mange, along the foot of the
Yomahs, the following are found pretty numernusly :—

1, green pigeons; 2, green doves; 3, three varicties of
imperial pigeons; 4, three varieties of doves; 5, ground
doves; 6, common blue rack pigeon; 7, green-necked pes
cock: 8, vit or pheasants; 9, jungle-fowl; 10, partridges;
11, five varietics of quails; 12, six varicties of plover; 13
woodcock {rare); 14, two varieties of suipe; 15, jack-snipe
(very rare); 16, solitary snipe (very rare); 17, godwit; 18,
five varieties of curlew: 19, three varieties of crunes; 20,
2

various ducks (but not at all plentiful); 21, geese (rare) ; 2
three kinds of teal: 23, comb duck, or perching goose:

~

24, hares.

Whilst the following are peculiar to the Tenasserim
provinee :—1, Nicobar pigeons; 2, double-spurred peacock-
pheasant; 3, argus pheasant; 4, great fire-back pheasunt;
the following are peculiar to the hilly districts alone :—
Ruddy-necked and three other varieties of partridges,

The following are the miawmmalia of the province:—
Elephants, single-horned rhinoceros, single-horned  lesser
rhinoceros, two-horned rhinoceros, bos gaurus (commonly
called bison), wild cattle, buffaloes, sambhur, hrow-antlered
deer, hog-decr, barking deer, wild pig, serow or wild goat
tigers, panthers, bears, wild dogs, and many kinds of wild
cat. There are no hywnas,  Jackals are very rare, and onlf
found near our frontier, None of the antelope family, N¢
spotted deer.

In the Tenasserim provinces the tapir and the diminutive
mouse-deer are found.

Thus it will be seen Burmah is not deficient in game, and
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handed he had captared & mucknah larger thun himsell. He
had but one tusk, but that was a beauty ; his mahout hud
been with him about twenty vears, aud had ridden him in all
his shooting trips, which were not & few.  Nothing would have
induced his owner to sell himn, beeause the elephant had been
born on the same day as his master, and the Brahmins had
foretold that the prosperity of the family depended on the
life of the elephant, and of its remaining in their possession 3
but when the elephant reached puberty he walked off into
the jungles, bent on sccing elephant life in its indigenous
home, the forest. There was great urief in the Zemindaree,
bat all efforts to find him proved vain, and for two years he
was not heard of ; but one day he returned to his shed as
quietly as he had left it, and perfectly docile, and he has
shown no inclination to revert to a wild life since ; no won-
der therefore, that to a superstitious native he was a pearl
of great priee, so Macdonald was in luck getting him.  The
elephant's name was “ Mainah.” I could not go direct to the
shooting-ground, as I had some inspections to make ; so we
started on the 29th April, and were incessantly marching till
6th May, shooting at nothing but a few partridges. The day
we left Durpittah we came across some buffaloes and pigs,
and my comrade tried the range of his rifle; but lie might
have spared himself the trouble, for we never got within
many hundred yards of them, and they got off untonched.
On the 6th May we arrived at Soonapilly, where in general
rhinos were plentiful ; we started very carly onthe 7th, came
across {resh marks at once, but the beasts themselves had
retired into the long elephant grass, whero it was not worth
our while to follow them, as seeing them in that was out of
the question, Whilst looking for these pachyderins we cante
upon a herd of marsh-deer, with some fine bucks amongst
them ; I felled one, and left it to be picked up afterwards, and
wounded another, and whilst followingy him up, Macdonald,
F2
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who had been a litile way off, joined we, and we formed a half
moon, we on the outside, and the beating elephauts in the
centre.  'We were advancing quietly through the grass ip
search of the deer, when suddenly, and without the least
provocation, five buffalees charged down en massc on our
line.  Mainah relled over the biz bull who churged him,
and before he could recover himsell Macdonald cleverly
killed it; the others, after sending the beating elcphants
flving, eame down on me, and though T emptied 1wy battery
of four heavy rifles, my clephant only escaped being cut Ly
her superior speed, for “ Lutchmee” was one of the fastest
elephants T ever sat upon. Of these buffaloes, lesides the
bull killed by Macdonald, we picked up two dead the next
day, but they all escaped for the time. I pever Ul then, or
sinee, have seen a herd of buffalocs charze.  They frequently
do so individually when badly wounnded, lut I car’t conceive
what could lave induced this herd to charze in the
way they did,  There is not a more formidable enemy than
a wounded bull buffalo, or 4 cow with young; they are very
ditficult to kill, and will fight to the death.  After luughing
over this adventure, and wondering at it, we re-formed line,
came on my deer, and padded it and the bull-bufls head, but
on searching for the first Lbuck T bad shot it was gone! but
the villagers found it dead about two humdred yards off,
Although the marks of rhinos, and even of wild clephants and
other game. were numerous, yel the game itsclf was searce, as
it had been disturbed hy o party of elephant-catchers whe
were out in the neighbouring junsles.  So we determined to
move our camp, and on the 8h started for Basburee, going
across couulry ourselves, and sending our traps by the village
pathways.  Soon after passing the scene of our memorable
encounter yesterday, und fiuding the dead bodies of two of
our foes, we struek off the fresh tracks of a rhinoceros,  Now
Macdonald had never seen, fay less shot, a rhinoeeres, and
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was of course very anxious to do so, so he was (old to lead
the way, and, as luck would have it, the animal wus going, or
hnd traveiled the same way as we were. [ had Sookur, a
Cacharee mahout, a very plucky fellow, and abont the hest
tracker I ever saw. We followed up the tracks as fast as the
nature of the country, which had lately been Lumt, would
permit, but we went at least six or seven miles before we
came upon the rhinoceros lying down in & mud-hole with its
Lutcha, or young one, playing around it. I saw the beast first,
and, pointing it out to my comrade, we both fired a couple of
barrels at it, and the hubbub that followed was deafening,
The rhinoceros gruuted its peculiar ery and both of our beasts
bolted, but were soon pulleil up and Wrought round, but rhino
had received its quietus and lay dread, with its young by its
side. To make sure the animal was dead, Macdonald fired
and unfortunately hit the young one, which had then to be
destroyed, and it was a good GO or more out of our pockets,
for young rhines are easily canght and tamed when their dam
has been killed, and Jumrach will give large prices for them.
We then reached camp without furiher adventure,

On the 9th woe started at daybreak, going along the hanks
of a stream, and soon hit off a tmil, Maedanald leading and
I slightly on one side, ready to pour in a volley if required.
We came on the beast, & male, in abont an hour; Macdonald
fired and hit ; the Deast bolted into grass about twenty feet
high and into this we followed, Lut the tracks were so
numerous, we soon lost our quarry ; beating our way throuzh
the grass, however, we came to an unusually heavy bit, and
into this Mainah refused to enter, aud mine hung back too.
So we kunew there was something aliead of ws. As the
mahout would not drive Mainali in, Sookur ealled ont—
“ (et out of the way ; it is you who are afiaid, und not the
elephant!” and giving Lutchmee a few vigurous prods he drove
her headlong into the entangled gruss, 1 looked abont every-
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where, and had perhiaps gone through half the pawch withoyt
seeing anything, when something induced me to look back,
and there, within ten yards of me, was a full-grown rhing.
cerus, craning its neck and staring up at me in a peculiurly
idiotic manner: a lucky shot dropped her dead, and 1 thep
saw she had a young one by her side. So leaving the
carcass and the young one undisturbed, we sent an elephant
back to the village for nets and men to catch the little one,
and went ou ourselves. It was a nasty damp drizzly day,
with & high wind blowing, so after a while we delermined to
return to camp; but coming on two quite fresh marks we
could not resist the temptation and took up the trail, Mac.
donald leading. We had {o go further than we expected,
and soon came to very heavy grass, when Mainah turneq
off suddenly to the left and went off full score. T called ont.
“ Where are you going to ?—that is not the way thoe rhinos
liave gone,” but I got no reply, and the clephant and hig
rider vanished. Sookur after abusing Mainal's mahout weng
straight on, and within one hundred yards I came upon two
full-grown rhinos standing together, with their hcads towards
me, but the grass was so high, that all T could see was their
huge ears and a dusky form, but guessing for the chest of the
larger, T fired—a shriek and a headlong charge was the result,
Tutchmee spun round like a teetotum and went off at her
Lest pace; 1 had just time to turn round and let drive, as
thino’s nose was within a few inches of my elephant’s
posterior—I was using a two-groove No, 10 rifle by Lang, the
bullets hardened with a mixture of quicksilver—the ball
entered the back, aud passing out at the belly, floored my
antagonist ; but the row she made frightened Lutchmee to
such an extent, it was somne time before T could get her back.
The rhino had picked itself up and stood at bay in some very
heavy yrass. Every time I went towanls it, it made its
peculiar ery and charged, and off would go my elephunt ; so
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seeing that the animal could not escape, aud not wishing to
get my elephant cut for nothing, I left it, and went back to
our huts. I picked the rhino up two days afterwards, dead,
where our encounter had taken place. 1 bathed and break-
fasted, and still Macdonald did not appear, but as he had our
breakfast-basket behind his howdah, containing all that was
requisite to refresh the inuver man, even to a bottle of
champagne, 1 knew he was ull right as far as food went, but
wondered at his absence.  He returned about six in the
evening, It appears Mainah had turned off as soon as he
smelt the rhinos, and going at his best pace straight across
country had retmmed to our yesterday's camp, some twelve
miles off ! crossing in his course several nasty nullahs with-
out slackening his speed and shaking Macdonald into a jelly.
The mahout appeared to have lost all control over him, but
on reaching the place where we had encamped at Sconapilly
he pulled up, but nothing would induce him to return the
way he had come. So Macdonald got off, bathed and break-
fasted, and after resting his weary limbs a while, returned by
a long circuitous route—even then Mainah would not move
without some men in front of him! Now what had upset this
really stanch animal ? [ can only account for it in this way :
Macdonald had & theory (knowing how fond of opium the
Assamese are, and what quantities they are in the habit of
eating daily) that if he took some of this drug with him, and
kept doling it out, the mahout'’s zeal and pluck would be
increased. I fancy he gave no thought to the man’'s private
supply, and so every now and then gave the mahout a bit ; this,
together with what the man had had previously, I believe
proved ton much for him, he lost his nerve and communicated
his funk to the animal he bestrode. 1 have seen Mainsh
frequently since, in several scrimmages with tigers, huffuloes,
and rthinos, and he never showed the least fear again, and that
too with the same mahout on his back. During the night



CHAPTER V.

NATURAL HISTORY NOTES CONTINUED.

Rbinoreros. —Tapir.—Boas Gaurns.—Buffalo. —Wild Cattle. —Gayal.—Reara.
—Tigers.---Leopards, or Pauthers,—The Deer Tribe :—The Sumbur. —Hog.
Deer.—Barking Deer.—Mouse Deer.—The Ssrow, —The Wild Bonr~—Wild
Dogs.—Jarkals,—The Spotied Deer.—Antelope.—Hispid Hare.—Pipmy

Hog.—Takin,

ArrnovcH rhinoceros of three kinds are shundaut in Bur-
mah, yet they are not ofien met with. In Assam there are but
two kinds—the large single-horned rhinocervs, and the lesser
one; but they are very plentiful in certain localitics. Thoge
in Burwah inhabit swamps between hills ; but these swamps
are almost quaginires, and are impassable for a laden elephant,
though n rhinoceros will half swim, hall wade, through themn.
In Assam they inhabit the churs or islands in the bed of the
Brahmapootra, and the Terai at the foot of the Bhootan range,
and also the swamps along the base of the Cossyal and Garrow
hills. The larger rhinoceros has only one horn, seldom eighteen
inches long, generally a good deal less; this horn is liable
{o get detached through injury or disease, when another one
grows in its place. The skin is exceedingly thick, with a
deep fold at the setting-on of the head, anotber behind the
shoulder, and -another in front of the thighs; two large
incisors in each jaw, with two smaller intermediate ones
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below, and two still smaller outside the upper incisors, not
always present. General colour dusky black. The largest
rhinoceros T killed measured as follows: extreme length 123}
feet, tail 2 feet, height 6 feet 2 inches, horn 14 iuches. All
thinoceros delight in swamps and mud-holes, in which they
lic embedded during the greater part of the day. This
rhinoceros is very plentiful along the Terai and in the
Durrung, Nawgong and Goalpara districts in Assam, and in
the Yonzaleen and Arrakan range, and perhaps the Yomuhs
in Burmah. I never shot the lesser rhinneeros on the north
bank of the Brahmapootra, but it is plentiful with jts larger
congener ou the south bank. In appearance it very much
resembles the larger rhinoceros, and often it has a larger horn,
Elephants are very much afraid, as a rule, of a rhinoceros
when it makes its peculiar noise, which is impossible to
describe; but generally a moderately stanch elephant will
walk up to a rhinoceros as long as it is silent. They do not
uge their horn for offensive measures—it is used for grubbing
up toots, &c., alone. The incisors or tusks are used to rip,
like a pig’s tusks, when they charge and fight among them-
selves, and they can inflict a fearful clean and deep eui, and
an eclephant once ripped by one will never go near a
thinoceros again. I bought one from Mr. Tye, which had
been cut whilst out with his assistant, and if it smelt a
rhinoceros, it ran for its life, and would never enter that
jungle again. As a rule, rhinoceros are inoffensive; they
cerluinly do a good deal of damage to the grain, if there is
any cultivation near their baunts, but as a rule they inhabit
such remote localities that they can do no harm. It is
naturally 2 timid animal, more anxious to escape than fight,
and it is very easily killed. Of course when a rbinoceros
has been scverely wounded, and is closely followed up,
it will charge, and so will a rat, but its pringipal anxiety is
to get away into some mud-hole, where it wallows, and where



96 SPORT IN BRITISH BURMAH, ETC,

it probably dies. I know that it is a recognised idea that the
skin of the rhinoceros will resist an ordinary ball, and that
very large bores, with immense charges of powder, are requi-
site when bunting this pachyderm. Jerdon says either stee]-
tipped bullets or shells are deadly, and ought to bo used, 714
is all sheer nonscnse. A spherical ball out of & swooth-bore,
if rightly placed, will kill a rhinoceros far easier than it wil}
a buffalo; and as for shells, although I used the best I conld
get, viz. Forsyth's, I never bagged a rhinoceros with one, and
I have lost probably thirty by using them and following
Jerdon’s advice. I certainly killed a lot with steel-tipped
conicals; but T killed just as many with my two-groove No.
10 Lany, using only a belted ball.  As previously mentioned,
once firing down at & charging rhinoceros, I put one of these
belted balls right through him. I have at times found
rhinoceros very difficult to kill, but the fault was wmy own,
If the ball was rightly placed in the centre of the shiald
over the shoulder, rather low down, the ball penctrated the
heart, and the beast subsided at once; if behind the shoulder,
the lungs were perforated, and the beast dropped in a few
minutes ; and it is easy to recover a wounded and dying
brute, because in its dying moments it makes such a noise
it can be heard a long way off. The noise once heard can
never be forgotten. Although the horns of a rhinoceros are
uscless as trophies to a sportsman, the natives prize them
greatly ; they use themn in their temples to drink water out of,
and they will give from thirty to forty-five rupees a seer
(2 1bs,) for them. 1 used to give all mine away, but in our
last trip getting only small ones, we sold them, and realized
enough to pay all our shooting expenses and to leave a little
over.

I have alrcady mentioned how valuable the little rhinoceros
are. They are casily caught after the mother has been killed,
and, although very savage at first, are casily tamed in a fow
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days, and are pretty hardy and cost but little to keep. The
foot-marks of a rhinoceros much resemble those of an
elephant, but they are smaller, a little longer, and not g0
round, aud have but three toes, whilst the elephant has five.
They herd with buffaloes and elephants, and when stagnant
pools are scurce, and a running stream anywhere near, they
will go and lie in it. T have shot several uuder the above
circumstances.  Although many castes of Bmhmans and
Hindoos, and Marwarees, will never touch anything but grain
to eat, none of them object to the Hesh of the rhinoceros ;
they will greedily devour every bit of it. They like to dry
the tongue and pulverise it, and keep it bottled up to use
when they are ill. Even the skin they roast over a fire
and eat, ag we cat crackling of & pig. They fizht like so many
vultures over the carcass, and we used to bLe followed abont
by gangs of men at e respectful distance till shois were fired,
when it was a race amongst them as to who should reach the
carcass first. Considering the value put on the flesh and
horns of this animal by the nutives, I am surprised there is
one left alive. I think I have said before that it deposits its
ordure at one spot till a mound is formed, sametimes several
feet in height, and it will not dung anywhere else as long as
it remains in that locality. They might be soon extirpated
if native shikarces ouly dug holes near these wounds, and
waited for and shot the animal on its nightly visit. When-
ever we were out shooling we were pressed for time, for
shooting hed to be combined with work; so we could not
look up or search long for the wounded ones, and we were
followed about secretly by a few native shikarees who retrieved
our wounded gume, appropriating to themselves spoils that
vught by right to have belonged to us.  They thus stole
a magnificent horn eighteen -inches long, off a beast I hed
wounded and lost, but which they found dead the mext
day; they were beyond our frontier before I cnuld recover
VOL. L H
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muy prize. To show how eusily rhinoceros are killed gt
times, and at other times how they escape, Geuerul Sirp
Charles Reid, of Delhi fame, in 1867, when shooting with
me at Loqua Ghat, killed two in one day with one ba))
each, and that ball twenty to the pound, yet the next day
he lost a very large rhinoceros, though he got pretty close
to it, after repeated discharges! DBut there is great luck ip
shooting. One day a man will kill everything he fires at,
and gets so conceited that he imagines he will never lose an
animal again; but perhaps the very next day he can kil
nothing, and the conceit is soon taken out of him. Oune day
T killed three large buffaloes, one after the other, with one
ball each, and thought | had found out the right spot, for
I have always found buffaloes far barder to kill than any
other game; but the next day, under exactly similar circum-
gtances, I lost at least six buffaloes after firing some eight
or ten shots at each!

The lesser rhinos are distinguished by their size, and by
their shields being less prominent, and their skins covered
with square angular tubercles, Jerdon says their height is
only three to three and a half feet, but | am sure 1 have
killed them at least a foot higher. Jerdon, though a very
clever naturalist, was about the most obstinate man I ever
met—very sclf-opinionated, and now and then quite wrong
as to facts, as I proved to him after infinite trouble once
or twice. These rhinos extend throughout Assam down
through Sylhet, the Garrow hills, Tipperah, Chittagong into
Arrakan, Burmah, and probably into the Western Provinces
of China. The Burmese say they devour fire !

The two-horned rhinoceros extends from Chittagong down-
wards. It is not known in Assam or the adjacent countries.
Its skin is as smooth as a buffalo’s, but in other respects it
snuch resembles the R. Sondaicus—it has similar incisors,
and its habits are similar. [ was at the death of one near
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Negrais, at the foot of the Arrakan range, as described here.
after. The anterior horn is long, the posterior generally a
mere stutnp. In height it is equal to the lesser one-horned
rhinoceros,

The tapir is found to the south of the Tenasserim Provinces.
Dr. Hook, whom I knew, shot one I believe either at Mergui
or Tavoy. Though seldomn met with in the plaius, it is not
uncommon in the highlands in those provinces.

Bos Gaurus, ok Jutrus Gaurus, or Bisox.—In my estimation
this is the noblest beast met with in the forests of India,
Assam, and Burmah. DMr. Blyth, the late Curator of the
Calcutta Museum, was undoubtedly the first naturalist in
India, and for a long while he was under the impression that
the true gaur did not extend to Burmah, but that its place
was supplied by the gayal; but he quite changed his opinion
after his visit to Burmal, und he came to the conclusion that
the “pyoung” was not only a veritable gaur, but onc far
excelling in size its congener in India. And my own ex-
perience points to the same conclusion, T have killed bison
in Assam, and lately eightcen in a few months in the northern
division of the Madras Presidency; aund, ou careful examin-
ation and comparison, I think there must be two varieties
of the giur. | have seen enormous heads brought from the
Mishmi Hills in Assam; but those I killed in Assam were
small, und much resembled those in the Guddam, Gallicon-
dah, Golcondah, and Godavery districts—and the animals of
these last four districts all inhabited hills varying from
1,500 ft. to 4,000, whilst those killed in Burmah were found
in the plains at the foot of the hills, and were of imamense
size, far exceeding any I have killed elsewhere, The follow-
ing is Jerdon’s description of this beast as found in India:—
*Length nine-and-a-half to ten feet; height at the shoulder six
feet ; tail thirty-four inches. The skull is massive, the frontals
large, deeply concave, surmounted by a large semi-cylindric

H?2



CHAPTER VI

RECORDS OF SPORT,

Return to Tongho in 1859.—Account of sport sl Banlong and Myet-chig,.—,
At Tagnondine and Shoayghein.—Life at Tongho during the cold season, -
Fishing with the Karens.—Auother trip to Banlong.—Sport at Myet.
chin, Thabew, and Chawteah,—Back to Myet-chin and then home,

Havise given the best account and description of the different
grame, both birds and beasts, found in Assam and Burmah, that
I am capable of, T will now proceed to record some of our trips
in Burmah. Thbe accounts of sport in Assam will follow,
Fishing aund shooting trips in the Jyntiah and Cossyah hills
are treated of hereafter. [t would be tedious fo recount all
our sporting trips, beeause one is very like nnother, 8o 1 shall
not try the patience of the reader more than T can help. My
object is to point out sport to others; not to recount more ex-
ploits than I can help of myself and friends, but to give a fair
idea of the game met with, It is necessary to give extracts
from journals which were regularly kept day by day,

For the second time [ went to Tongho, i 1859, this time
as executive engineer. T had no time for any extended trip
till May, 1860 ; though during the season I shot 537 couple of
snipe, besides golden plover, grey plover, goggle-eyed plover,
one hare, alot of imperial pigenns, a few deer, jungle-fowl, pea-
fow] and pheasants. Our commandant in those duys was as
fine a specimen of a soldier as one conld wish o cume across,
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many races. The place is exceedingly salubrious—as healthy
as any station in the whole of India or Ingland fur the matiey
of that ; but the want of a racquet-court was much felt; we
had no swimming-baths either, and it was not safe to bathe iy,
the river owing to the under-current, which has drawn undep
and drowned many an expert swimmer. The men of thg
regiment used to give theatrical entertainments, but mogt
soldiers’ plays are badly acted. Roads there were noune; jf
a party went out riding the two in front got on well enoughy,
but all thosc behind got suffocated with dust. When V(‘:ry
hard up for amusement we used to get up paper-chases, pt
which one or two of the ladies could hold their cwn with the
best of the male sex. We now and then got up pigeon-
shooting, but somehow, though most of us could knock over
snipe time after time, we did not shine in killing pigeons out
of traps. .

December 10th.—1 rode out to the lime-kilns, and had some
fishing with the Karens. They are very expert with the
spear, and fish at night with torches, and kill a good number
but I was not expert atit. If one misses, the regult ig
that one loses his balance and goes splash into the river,
which at this season is of icy coldness. T only killed two
fish, of what kind I know not. T fancy there are mahseer in
this river; but T did not know what they were like in
those days, and should not have known one if 1 had seen it ;
but I don’t think T even sawone. Delicious prawns are got in
baskets sunk for that purpose. The bathing in this river was
delicious. T had a house built in the middle of the stream,
with n bridge connecting it with the bank, and it was so con-
structed that one could undress or dress in the house, and
descend by a stair within into pretty deep water; and a high
fence all round ensured perfect privacy. It was meant for
ladies to bathe in—for us, of course, such precautions were
unnecessary. In the hills adjacent to these lime-kilns I have
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at times seen marks of rhinoceros and elephants ; and there
were @ good many deer about, und the sappers shot several;
but though T often went out on elephants, the ground was o
unfavourable that I never saw anything. Amongst the lower
hills the valleys are so swampy that progress on elephants
is impossible, and of course it is as jmpossible to take ele-
phants over hills. We induced severl people to come out
here, and had a pleasant four days’ pienic. The ride was
exceedingly pretty, and the weather deliciously cold. When
these kilns were first opened, the sappers and miners, Euro-
pean overseers and worken, died of jungle-fever right and
left ; so bad was the mortulity that they wee very nearly
being deserted. The work-people’s houses were on the banks
of the river, and the wind every evening from 8 r.M. to
8 A.M. swept down the gorge in a perfect tornado, and all who
slept within its influence were seen to get a very malignant
type of fever.

I removed the barrack some 100 yards inland, away
from the river, and protected by a hill from the mighty
breeze, and raised it seventeen feet off the ground; there
wag scarcely sny illness known afterwards, aud people used
to go out there as if it were a sanatarium. Up to May even
it was very cold at night, and the water was always of an icy
coldness, end so clear thut every pebble could be seen, even
at a depth of twenty feet. The scemery of this river was
exceedingly beautiful. 1 went up it once for three days, and
in places the river was apparently perfectly still, with a
breadth of about twenty yards, and with precipitous moun-
tains from 500 to 1,500 feet high on each side. There are
many rapids, and I am sure a speon would soon attract
mahseer. All along the river’s edge were the marks of ele-
phants, rhinu'ceros, bison, buffalo, and deer; but I only saw
s few barking-deer, and killed none. Gold-wushing was
carried on extensively ; but with their crude appliances the
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workmen could not obtain more than twelve annas to ope
rupee a day ; but an occasional nugget is found ; and higheg
up in the mountains it is reported that the right kind of
quartz is found in great quantities. These Karens are exXpert
boutmen, and the way they go up and down the rapids ig
really well worth witnessing, and very few accidents occur.
We saw many traps laid for deer, and also arrows in bowg
tied down, and with their tips poisoncd, for tigers, buffaloes,
and rhinoceros. 1 never tried fly-fishing in this river,
though T have no doubt it would answer admirably, for
I have seen many fish rise. It took us three days to go
up, fighting with the stream, and we came down in ten
hours, We saw a few of the smaller otters described by
Mason, (they are very rare), and also somo of the ordinary
ones, 8o fish there must be, and in fair quantities. At the
junction of the Thouk-ay-ghyat aud Sittang, fish were parti-
cularly plentiful. The hornbills were in great numbers, and
I used to fire at them with ball for practice. Even flying
they are not very difficult to shoot, and I killed several—ong
out of probably ten shots. Bears’ marks in places were very
plentiful ; and on one occasion I anchored my boat off g
place where bears seemed to come nightly to feed, but did
not get a shot. Having tried shooting in the district in the
very hot weather, we thought we would take a trip to Banlong
in the cold, and so a party of us met at Lloyd's to tiffin, and
started at half-past 4 p.m., and went all night. We reached
Bunlong at half-past 4 o.M

Junuary 19th, 1861.—After a plunge in the river and a
cup of tes, we got on our clephants, and started soon after
daybreak. The grass was wuch too long, and we had bad
luck. Neither Lloyd nor Clarke got anything, and I only
bagged a doc thamine.

January 20th.—Lloyd rode to Myet-chin, whilst Clarke
and I shot our way across, We saw a few thamine, and we
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after breakfast. T had three ponies, and got to Shoay.
ghien in the evening, aml put up in Watson'’s house. T wyg
busy for the next three days, and then vode back to Thubew
and got there in the evening.  The local shikaree lud tw
small panther cubs, which he had found alter killing the
wother. Their eyes were only just open; he offered then,
both to me for a few rupees, but there was no milk to be got,
so I would not take then.  No cattle had been killed sinee
I leit, so I either killed the tigress or effectually frightenedq
her away.

April 20.—Started very early to Chawteah.  Going acrogg
country I went through but a strip of grass-jungle, and in it
I put up several sambur; but as they were all hinds 1 woylg
not fire at them, as | could get as many shots as | liked neap
the camp. I made for the heavy grass-jungle; wher bison,
buffaloes, and clephunts were reported 1o be. It was very
havd work for the elephants to push their way through the
entangled grass, which evidently had not been burnt for
years. The stems were as thick as one's wrist, and more
like bamboos than reeds. Nothing can get through this king
of jungle excepting elephants, and in the tracks they make,
bison and buffalees, and occasionally deer follow, Finding
it killing work forcing our way through this, I got into
a track, and soon lost sight of the pud elephants. The
path was & well-used one, and pretty broad, so we went
along silently enough, and as no fresh signs were visible
I was sitting down reading, when a snort and & rush made
me jump up only in time to see the tail of a bison ag
he bolted, I had not time to fire. In open tree-jungle,
when von come upon a herd of bison, they generally bolt
for about fifty yards, and then pull up and look at you, but
in heavy jungle, they make off. T was much disgusted, as
the malont snid lie cune upon the bison as the clephant
turned a corner, and that it was within a few fect; so before
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he bolted T might have had a good shot, had I been looking
ont,  So I put down my book, and took up wy rifle. We
went, Lowever, a good hour without seeing a thiny,  We got
out of the heavy gmss, and went through an opea quin,
before entering the belt of trees that skirt the banks of the
Koon Choung. Here the men said were severnl rhinoceros,
and I can well believe it; though at the time [ did not.
We saw none, however,  After crossiug the Koon, we had to
go through very heavy grass-jungle again, and, as one of the
numerous tracks Iooked {resher than the others, we followed
it; and in about half-an-hour came upou five bison Iying
down under a few trees, in a pretty open bit of tree and grass-
jungle. OQur approuch was so silent, they did not perceive
us till we were a few yards off’ them : and, hefore they could
spring up, I fired at the nearest—a cow. She and the rest
jumped up, but auvother ball behind the shoulder made the
wounded one feel very sick, and she ran only a few yards
before tumbling over; the rest got away. She was a verv
handsome beast. T had her skinned, and us the: mahout had
cut her throal, though at the time that he did so she was
quite dead, he said she wus kallaled, und took the iuter-
mediate strip of meat which lies along the dorzal ridge, in
the vicinity of the hump, as he said it was the best plece. 1
took the tongue and a lot of meat for the cimp, and as we
left, the vultures came down iu hundreds, and 1 faney in an
hour there was very little of ker left. These vultures in
time became perfeet nuisances. At first they only appeared
after an animal was killed ; but after we had been hunting
the same ground several times, they tock to following us
about ; tlying ahead and in circles, and lighting on the
branchey of trees, and the flapping of their wings disturbed
gume, particularly bison and deer.  Buffaloes scldemn pay any
attention 1o them; so we thought them a bore, uud oceasionally
when they had annoyed us more than wsual by frightening
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away a herd, we shot one or two, when the rest would keep
at a respectful distauce. It is wonderful the sight of these
birds ; not one would be in view, but directly a deer wag
rolled over, before its throat had been cut even, there would
Le a rushing through the air, and a vulture would swoep
past, and light on the uearest tree, to be followed by dozeng
of others, fighting and jabbering at each other as they lighteq
on the same hrauch. As it was getting late, we made for
camp, and got there about 4 1., and found all our traps
there, The men reported having come across n herd of
clephants and several bison. Whea they missed us they
had followed a track too, and had gone siraight to camp,
but had ouly arrived an heur or so before us. In the
evening after « bath, I went a little way off, where there were
a lot of pea-fowl, and shot a couple for the pot, for 1 did not
care to eat the bison. The villagers complained of damage
done by bears, and three men had been killed by them lately ;
but where they hide themselves is to me a puzzle, as 1 nevep
even got a glimpse of one in all my trips.

April 21st.—Moved to Myet-chin. We went a roundabout
way towards Ananbo to look fur a rhinocerns which wag
reported to be there, but although we saw some indistinet
marks which might have Leen Lis, we did not come across
him. We saw numerous hinds (sambur), but it was 1o use
firing at them so far from camp; out of oue small pateh of
grass 1 put ou! three sambur and a figer. The latter was so
covered with dirt and blacks, the jungles having been lately
burnt, that we did not twig what he was till he was out of
shot, and though 1 locked for him everywhere | never saw
him again, 1 then got into a forest, but with only small
trees, and those a good way apart, and with nice-sized kine
grass, but saw only three hinds, at which I would not fire.
Through this forest, across w quin, and again through a forest
on the other side, I saw nothing but a hog-deer or two ; but
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first hill was a “buster”: it took us three hours to get to the
top, and then we bad to descend; the whele day it was a
case of climbing up the steepest hills, only to descend on the
other side, to cross a stream, and then to reascend. We who
rode got on quickly cnough, and reached the Pemah-ben-
choung at 10. The Teh, or rest-house, near this stream
was full of gadflies and fleas, and was surrounded with
pointed bamboo stakes to keep out tigers. Qur breakfast
was on the elephants, and we halted here till 3 Py, and
as they did not appear we went on aud reached Thayet-pin-
kin-dat at 5. The elephauts did not arrive till dark; one
of the mahouts had helped himself to our liquor—ygot drunk,
made his elepbant charge the one in front, and had smashed
no end of wine, beer, crockervware, &c.; so to teach him
better manners, I tied him up and gave hitn a dozen with a
rattan. We put up in I1ill’s stockade : I found the place full
of fleas, bugs, and gadflics. Judging by the look of the
country, there cannot be much use cominy here on elephants ;
there is very little flat surface, and that consists of quag-
mires, through which no elephant can go, though either
buffalo or rhinoceros can wade through. You cannot beat
a hilly country on clephants, and in bamboo jungle they
are worse than useless.

April 13th.—Although we thought it useless, still, having
come so far, we went out.  We had glimpses of geveral deer ;
saw fresh prints of tiger and rhinoceros, but our elephants
ot constantly bogged in the valleys, and as the hills were a
mass of bamboo-jungle we were beaten and went home, not
blessing Hill for sending us to such a game-forsaken place.

April 14th end 15th.—Back to Kapah-languay; got
there at 3 P.M., slept there, and on to Kyuukee next day.

April 16th. — Started for Ananbo, at 6,30, and got
there about 9.30 am. We shot a few pigeon en route, break-
fasted and went on to Thabew—road pood but very dusty ;
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was my first attempt at this mode of killing game, and it
will certainly be my last.

Oue day a Karen brought in the head of a two-horned
rainoceros, and us he said they were to be found on the main-
land not far off, T agreed to go with him; but as everything
had to be carried by men, and they were very scarce, I went
in very light marc};iug order. I don't know what his idea of
2 short distance was, but he took us at least fifty miles, right
nto the Arrakan mouutains, towards Cape Negrais. The first
day T shot a kakur, or barking-deer, and several pheasants.
We went over small ranges of hills, and were ngarly bitten to
\?eath by leeches, cadflies and musquitoes. We camped out
o the open and resumed our march : this day 1 got a bull
Vison, Lut lost o cow; saw eight bison in all and five
sawbur, ang got two pheasants ; we eucamped al a Kuren
Village, The next day we got to our destination—a valley
between two high ml;ges with an extensive swamp in the
middle.  Heve the man pointed out to me a heap of dung,
10 or three feet high, and assured me rhinoceros always de-
Posit their ordure in the same spot ; but I must say I did
B0t then believe him, as I was new to rhinvcervs and their
“:a}'& Whilst he set men to dig two pits, he and | crossed
the SWamp aud went o tie top of the hill; beyond this was
Pretty level, and there were many forms of sambur about, We
“ent nearly to the end of this, and out of a patch of long
gl‘ass 2 bull bison jumped up, ran twenty yards, and then
i?]imt h"lc- L'-ljlg broug?t }ﬁm down with one ball th’roug‘n

est. We cut off his head and went on: the Karens

Came latep up and removed the whole of the meat.  We went
@0“'n this hill into a sholah beyond, and T had three shots at
;i;l:nbur, but only succeeded in bagging one stag. We got
we'l“v;zttltle \;illage in tiufe to have a batl'xe and dine, be‘fore
wouly mo tae'holcs 'w sit up—such a mgh-t as I spent ! ‘I
ot o it again to shoot a dozen rhinoceros, even if
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cach of them had four instead of two horns, 14 was a bright
maoonlizhit night, the rhinoceros cae about eleven, amd passing
the Waren vot the contents of one of my cuns tnto it: in its
fright it 1 into a very bogzv part of the swamp close to e,
aud [ easily kiild it with a shot belind the enr. We then
wenl home, and next day cut off the head and made tracks
homewards by a new youte. We saw nothing the first day,
but the seernd day cte acress a herd of elephants 5 1
wounded s Gisker, lost it Gor the time, but the Narens, I
heand afterwanrds, fonud it dead and boned the tusks, We
jut up that night ina sudl Naren village, and the men said
it I woull stop a day they weould Dbeat a ravine for e
in which there was senerally a tiger, aud they could alse
show me bison and suelur: as I was in no larry T went
with them next day, but instead of a tiger a panther passed
the tree T owas in, and T dvopped it dead.  Tu mensured as it
lay 71 feet to the tip of the wil. This beast had killed a zood
many cattle, but 1 faucy it had @ mate with it, which did not
show,  After breakfast we went out stalking; T wounded 2
bison, lost jt, Lut bagged o kakur and a doe sanbur. The
next day I reached Iaingvee at durk, having seen nothing but
a few jungle-fowl] s oeoufe. At Haingyee itsell I shot 8
couple of hog-deér.  There are at times buth elephants and
Tnffalues to be found here, but none visited it whilst T was
thore,

My luzt trip to the Cocos was rather a wemorable one, a5
we were nearly staving. We expected to le relieved, as
usnal, not Liter than the 24th May, as the monsoon sets it
eswely, and then vessels canuot approach these coasts, The
sehootier was laid up in Rangoon, and the steamer had gone
to Calentta, and was thug detained some time, and also nicet-'
inz with rough weather did not reach the Cocns til) towards the
end of June, and then had to le fully thvee miles off, and |
haul ta transport not only the convicts, the free workmen and
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times & evelone commits sad havoc amongst these trees, and
1 have s;en whole hillsides with every tree torn up by the
Toots; but one gets heartily sick of secing nothing but these
Pites, and longs for o varicty of other green foliage. From
Jowai there is a road, or rather pathway, over the hills to
NO“’gong and Seebsaugor, and along this T am told (I never
travelled over it) that both the gaur and gyal, rhinoceros,
Sambuz, and in the lower lands swamp-deer and buffalo, are
o be found. Occasionully white tigers have been killed on
these hills ; und Mr, Shadwell has two skins iu his possession,
A3 before mentioned. The extract alluded to overleaf is from
avery old number of the India Sporting Majazine, and is
hended » An Extract frow the Lives of the Lindsays.”  “ The
GOi"tL‘Rh (Tynteah) Rajah of the Cusseah, or Cossyah tribe,
V48 my nearcst. frontier neighbour ; he was hy far the most
POwerful and the most civilised of the whole, holding large
Possessions both on the mountains and on the plains about
fifty miles distant, 1When a younger man he had been misled
Y 2 false ides of his own powers, and he haid in consequence
0 the agpressor by entering British territory in a hostile
Manner, A regiment. of Sepoys easily drove him back and
onvinced him of his insignificance, and he was now endea-
Youring to convinee me of his perfect attachment to our
g_?vemmem. The Rajah proposed my giving him an inter-
Yiew in hig own country, and to partake of a chasse he had
:r:g::‘:‘ for me; and after arranging the yreliminaries of
1ng the day was fixed. By mutual agreement we were
¢mpanied hy a few attendants,

(78 P R . )
- 1t wag during the season of the rains, the whole country
ing

o

to hl: aece

th Completely overflowed, and having the appearance of
e. i ’ - . o~
m “tensive lake. 1 embarked on board a heantiful yacht of

Y own building, well manned and armed with eighteen

Wiy . .
. ‘?’s {guns), and arrived at the place of rendezvous at the
3Ppointed

honr, when to my surprise 1 found advancing
VoL, 1 )

D



CHAPTER 1V

ASSANM.

Ita Mineral Wealth—Tea—Dishonesty in the Sale of Gardens—The Brahma.
pootra—Climate— Habits necessary to combot with the satne—Dress, &c,

OF all our possessions in the East, Assam is probably the
richest in natural resources, and, up to a very late period,
also the most neglected and backward. It came into our
possession at the conclusion of the Burmese War of 1824.96,
The Burmese during their occupation had devastated it fear-
fully ; they not only killed the male inhabitants, but walked
off with the younger portion of the female in thousands,
Althongh there are evidences that Assam at some remoto
period has enjoyed a fair share of civilisation, good govern-
ment, and prosperity, there remained to us but ruins of cities,
-ast embankments, and dykes to prove that in a bygone
generation Assum was not the deserted wilderness it was
when it became ours, Very soon after our occupation Mr.
Bruce discovered the indigenous tea-plant. The province
was never popular with the higher officials of India. No
Governor-general interested himself especially ir that province,
as did Lord Dalhousie in Burmah, or Lord Ellenborough in
Sinde. It had no independent government, but was tacked
on to Bengal, already an unwieldy lieutenant-governorship, but
its patronage was valuable, and any contemplated separation
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was strenuously opposed. [t had a commissioner over it ; but
be had little power, and was subordinate to all intents and
purposes to the board of revenue, the members of which, clever
civilians as they were, and well acquainted with Bengal, knew
as much of Assam as the man in the moon. Thus the local
authorities and this board were alwuys at loggerheads; the
former knew the requirements of the province, but the latter
did not, and cared less. They ivsisted it should be governed
from Calcutta, 900 miles off. Occupying as he did such a
subordinate position, for he had not even the control of the
department of pablic works, is it any wonder that a commis-
sioner soon became disgusted, and contented himself with
drawing his salary and allowing the province to go to the
devil,

Although Assam bas fields of coal, pelroleumn, slate, and
other minerals inferior to none in the world, I believe it
would still have been steeped in the greatest misery had
it not been for the English planter, who, sinking thousands
and thousands of pounds in the tea trade, gradually but
surely forced the government to introduce a better govern-
ment. Yor very many years the legislution was entirely
against the planter, and in favowr of the Coaj, and matters
are not altogether on a satisfactory footing yet. There
is a good deal to be said on both sides. The European
officials only saw the worst phase of the lower class of
European planters; the better class gave no trouble, and
werc overlooked. They judged of all hy the few, who,
constantly drunk, litigious, and disreputalle, haunted their
courts and gave the European planter a bad namec all over
the country,

The officials, moreover, had had no proper training, and
were lamentably deficient in knowledge of law, the language
and manners and customs alike of the Kuropean and the
native. They werc mostly officers, who, being attached to tle
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three local regiments, through interest, were pite ifo ked into
the commission and were told to dispense justice, law, and
equity. Many of them have spent a lifetime in the province
without being out of it, and have imbibed rooted idess, not
the least being that the planter is a beast, who cruelly ill.
treats the coolies lie has spent thousands in proeuring, and
whose prosperity depends on the efliciency of the labour at
his command.

The high dividends paid by the Assu and other companieg
drew the attention of the moneyed merchants in England t¢
this iudustry, and the wildest, and in many cases the most
dishonest, speculation took place, and led very near to the
ruin of every tea planter,

For though amongst the planters there were many high-
winded men as incapuble of doing a dishonourable act as the
Liest of the European oflicials, yet there were some capable of
the grossest acts of downright dishonesty.

Directly the speculative mania set in, gardens were offered
for sale which did not exist. Fictitious plans and reports
were sent Lome, a cumpany organised, a vust sum obtained,
aud then orders were sent out to make a garden ! Young tea
plants were purchased and planted in grouud but partially
cleared, at uny distunces and in any irregular mauner, with-
out & thought whether the plants would die or live. The new
company, utterly ignorant of the wanugement of a tea garden,
hastened to provide for the various relations of the wanagers ;
and a large staff of young, and in many cases well-educated
men were sent out, who lLiad nothing to do on arrival, They
neither knew the language nor w tea-plant when they saw
one; and if any complaint was made thut the garden did not
answer to the description given at the time of sale it was all
put down to the last season, which had proved a very bad
one, and that the drought had killed the greater part of the
plants. Immense tracks of land were taken up solely with a
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‘view of selling to a company, and nmany very dishouest
fortunes were made.

One garden notably, say of 500 acres, was sold as 1,000
acres, und after the sale a telegram was sent to the then
manager to remove every alternate plant aud Teplant
clsewhere to double the ucreage !

The young men having nothing to do took to drink and
died by the dozen ; and Assam, which had never had the best
of reputations for salubrity, got to be looked upon as u
golgotha. The officials had constant troubles, the companies,
the growth of this speculative mania, failed one after the
other, The coolies were largely in arrears, and in mauy cases
starving, and had to be provided lor; the life of an official
became to him almost a burden, and the name of tea-planter
stank in his nostrils. He confounded the good and the bad
tozether, and unconscicusly began to tuke the part of the
cooly agninst his master, without weighing the evidence wauch,
It was sufficient for o wretched, half-starved-looking cooly to
come before him with a complaint, for him to decide in
the labourer's favour, and nothing the planter said would be
listened to. Things came to such a puss in 1865-66, that
tea-planting very ncarly collapsed. Gadens which had cost
thousands of pounds were abandoned, their owners ruined
und the property reverted to government, aud any one apply-
ing for it, on rent paying pottah, might take it up. Guardens
which ju Kuwroop might have been bought for a trifle,
or taken up on potteh, arc now again worth their proper
value ; but with the exception of u few knowing men, nobody
in those days would bave accepted a garden as a gift even.
}f.lut things are gradually getting on a henlthier footing and
f‘Shﬁug themselves; and the tea-planter aud tea-planting
1s an institution in the land which cunnot be any longer
1gnored.

Assam is a long narrow valley, bounded on one side by the
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Bhootan, and on the other by the Cossyah Hills, and their
continuations. It is intersected by the Lrahmapootra tiver,
one of the finest rivers of Asia.  Jts sources are not quite
certain, but it is believed that it rises in Thibet, and aftor
taking at first an easterly course it passes through the lower
Himalayas, snd reaching the Assam valley takes a westerly
course and falls into the Bay of Bengal. There is scarcely a
portion of this valley through which this mighty river has
not at some time or other flowed. Sometimes approaching
the Cossyah range to the south, and at others to tle Bhootan
Hills to the north, it has left deserted channels everywhere,
aud has at last settled down in the centre of the valley nearly
equidistant from the two ranges, which have proved insur-
mountable barriers to its erratic course. \Wherever this river
has once flowed and receded it has left not only vast channely
but huge hollows, which have formed into swamps, where the
rhinoceros, elephant and buftalo thrive, and where they are
unmolested, save by an occasional Kuropean hunter, who un-
heedful of the stories told him of the deadly malaria prevalent
there, sceks them in their homes. Such was the reputation
of Assam at one time for unhealthiness, that any one whage
life was assured for any other part of the East, forfeited his
policy if he visited Assam; but all I can say is that I trg-
velled over the districts which had especially 2 bad name
at all times of the year, and never suffered ; and that some of
the healthiest-looking men I have ever seen were some
of the officials who had been resident in Assam more than
thirty years.

Assam, like Burmab, is subject to a damp heat, totally
unlike the hot dry climate of the greater part of India. One
suits certain coustitutions and the other others. Men who
will thrive in the onc won't in the other, and vice versd.

It does not do for a man in Assam to drink, or to be given
to sedentary habits. Ile should wear flannel and be ordinarily
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careful, and [ believe he can go anywhere without runniog
any great risk of fever. The one thing he must remember
is, if he cucamps near the foot of a range of hills, to avoid
sleeping within the influence of the wind which nightly
rushes down from the elevated plateau to tske the place of
the exhausted air of the plains, through one of the numer-
ous gorges which abut on to the plains and through which
geuerally a river flows,

After many vears of misgovernment, Assam at last has
Leen made iuto a Chief Comnmissionership and separated
from Bengal. The head-quarters have been removed from
Gowhalty, one of the most unhealthy apots in Assam, to
Shillong, one of the finest climates in the world, though it has
many drawbacks. A great improvement in the coustitution
of the commission hns also taken place; thoroughly well-
trained civilians have lLeen iutroduced into the province, and
the military civilian has no longer everything his own way ;
but if he wish to bold his own with the new element, he has
to work «oubly hard to keep pace with those belter trained
than himself in all the niceties of civil government. There
are also many uncovenanted servants, who are amongst the
most able of those employed in the province.

The telegraph is still wanting to Debrooghur, but it must
be extended there ere long. Doubtless a railway will follow,
The great crying evil of Assam was the want of communica-
tions. The country is so subject to inundation, that to make
roads fit for traffic all the year round very heavy embank-
lents are required. Until Capt. De Bourbel, R.E., became
superintending engineer in Assam no regular system of road-
making worthy of the name existed. It was a happy-go-
lucky =ort of thing, and based on very unrcliable data
During his time and that of his successors, and whilst I
was executive engineer, levels, plans, and estimates for trunk
lines from Nowgong, in Central Assam, to Singhamaree, at the
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extremity of Assam; to Dewangiri, on the Bhootan frontier .
and a cart-road from Gowhatty to Shillong, were submitteq,
and are more or less in course of construction; and as the
head of the engineering department is one of the cleverest,
of the Bengal engineers, I have no doubt in a few years thege
undertakings will be completed, and the province thormxgh]y
opened out.

But the Assamese element is a difficult one to work wiyy,
or to control.  Assam is divided into Upper, Ceuntral, Lower
and Durrung, besides the Naga and the Cossyah and Jyntegh
Hills. Each has a Deputy Commissioner, and under him 4y,
Assistant and Extra-ussistant Commissioner, and under theyy,
mouzadars. These latter are gencrally great rascals. They
have obtained their appointmeuts by heavy bribes to native
officials about the Deputy Commissioner, and they screw ang
oppress the unfortunate ryots in every way, favouring the
Hindoo element and bullying the Cacharee people. They
are supposed to live in their wouzah, but seldom do 5o,
preferring some large town for their residence.  Nothing can
be obtained in the district except through the mouzadar, ang
even if the truveller be possessed of a purwanah it is uscless
if the mouzadar cannot, as i3 generally the case, be found,
One or two of the Deputy Commissioners have removed o
mouzadar for disobedience of orders, and for refusing to assist
government officers on circuit duty ; but it was worse thay
useless their doing so, for the men were generally reinstated
on appeal.

Thus the sportsman or traveller has many difficulties to
encounter. Elephants at one time were very plentiful and
easily obtained in Assam, but since the Bhootan war they
arc a scarce commodity, The jungles teem with game, but
it cannot be got at without elephants,

Although this work is more especially devoled to sport,
1 think it would be incomplete without a few words on
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tea-planting. Thisindustry has been more largely developed
in Assam than in any other part of India, and undoubtedly
the discovery of the indigenous plant gave it a fillip which
was wanting elsewhere. The climate and soil are well suited
for its cultivation, but I believe Burmah is superior in that
respect, and will rival Assam yet in the growth of teas of
the best description. The people of Durmah are so suited
for this industry, and they arc far nicer to deal with than
the Assamese or the wretched Bengalee.

Therc are three descriptions of plant grown. 1, Indige-
nous ; 2, Hybrid; 3, China: and local climatic influences
tend either to improve or deteriorate the flavour of the tea
manufactured. The tea made of the Indigenous is the most.
valuable; it is used solely for flavouring inferior China and
other weaker varieties. It does not make the best tea, as it
18 too astringent. The plant is delicate, requires sheller when
Youug, and I would not advise a garden being stocked =olely
with it. The Hybrid is the hardiest and yields the best, und
the tea made from it is delicious to drink. It is also largely
used in flavonring other teas. The China is the least valu-
able, but that grown in Assam gives a bhetter description of
ted, than that grown in China even.  When planted in rows
between the indigenous it vields very valuable seed, and 1
think a certain quantity of it essential in every garden, and
far muking the best descriptions of drinking tea. It does
not yicld anything like the other two, but when the soil is
favourable it has often an aroma which is wanting in the
others  The Assam planter daes not as a rule manufacture
f:ea for drinking by itself, but generally for mixing with
inferior teas, to give them Havour and strength—therefore
the stronger his tea is, the hetter price it will fetch in the
rnarket.

Any one who likes a solitary life. and js fond of sport,
and whose constitution is unimpaired, and who has a small

F 2
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capital of about 2,000{., ought in the course of fiftee,
years to realise a fortune. e should first go out ag gy
assistant, learn the language and his work, and when quite
au jeit, look out for a aood piece of land, where indigenoyg
labour can be procured.  Forest land is the best, but it is neg
easily procurable in Assam, though I think it could be in
Burmah. This forest has to be felled, with the oxception of
a few trees, wide apart, which should be left to give shade 1o
the young plants. These trecs can always be afterwards killeq
by singeing the bark all round, and they are not then the
least in the way; nothing is so bl for development of leaf
as shale wlen the tea-trecs arrive at maturity.  For the
man with a limited capital, I would advise him to begin with
101 acres under plant, and to keep that theroughly clear, ang
to fill up all vacancies for at least two yeurs. When g
portion begins to yield in its third year, he might begin to
extend gradually, in accordance with the labour at his ¢opy-
mand—but from twenty-five to fiity acres a yeur will bo
ample. The young plant should not be pruned for two yeurs,
and then be just tipped, the first real pruning taking place in
its thind year; the plants should titen be moderilely plucked ;
they should not be unduly taxed that season,  In the fourth
year the plant should repay all previous expenses; the forest
trees after being felled should be cut up nto lengths and
stored for charcoal hereafter.  The branches should be lopped
off and burnt, and the ashies mixed with the soil when the
around is hoed. The seed, if Tndigenous, should be planted
five feet apart, two seeds at stake zre generally cnough.

Hybrid four feet apart, and China from two and a half to

three feet. The ground, after being hoed, shonld be staked

out in regular rows; the pits at stuke which receive the sced

should be well dug, the soil looseued well o allow the top

root to descend well into the soil, without which, though the

plant may live, it will never thrive. Not more than an inch of
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loose earth should be put over the sced. Tea grown at stake
ig far healthier and stronger than that grown in a nursery
and afterwards transplanted. When el the clearances,
&c., are completed, the planter should set te work to build
tea houses, drying sheds, coolie lines, &c., and a bungalow
for himself., Even amongst the Assamese local lubour is the
best; imported labour is very expensive, and very unsatis-
factory. Heshould choose a site wheve there is water-carriage,
not far from some ghat where steamers touch, to enable him
to export Lis produce. If he can afford to buy o couple of
clephants, he will always find them handy to bring out his
own supplies, rations for his coolies, and also for recreation
for himself, for shooting. There are few portions of Assam
where game is not abundunt ; and for the first two or three
years a planter will have plenty of leisure for following his
bent, if it lies in shooting and fishing. T would advise no
man to goin for a tea-garden unless he can look after it
himself. The Assamese have learnt the art of making tea
admirably, and I have no doubt the Burmese and Karens
would take to it readily too, aud plenty of men could be pro-
cured in Assam to instinet them.  The European has really
very little to say to the actual manufacture of the tew; it is
done by his subordinates ; hut he must always be on the move,
and whilst meddling as little as possible, see that all hands
are suitably employed. Let him get up early, ring or strike
his gong for all hands to assemble, and tell off the gangs
with their head-men to their different tasks; let him
have hig chota-hazree, and then in aboul balf an hour
follow, and spend three to four hours prowling about his
garden. Let him take his gun, as he is alimost sure to
see jungle - fowl, pheasants, perhaps deer, and occasion-
ally bears, pig, and more rarely perhups a tiger, leopard,
elephant, bison or bufluloes—and although it is forbidden
to shoot clephants in Assam, but little would be said to a
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plunter who killed one on his own estate in defence of his
property or life. )

I took two years' leave and tried tea-planting, and liked it
immmensely, but T could not afford to throw up the service to
follow it.pemmneutly; and 1 would strongly advise men
entering life, and possessed of some means, to look to tea-
planting, whether in Assam or Burmah, as a means of
obtaining a competency within a reasonable time. The great
drawback to Assam is the people, who are a mongrel set,
cowardly and treacherous, great opium-caters, and very often
drunkards. They keep their women secluded ; many gre
very pretty when young, but owing to dehauchery apd
vitiated habits, they rapidly age. Both sexes are very lasci-
vious, and their priests’ abodes are nests of prostitutes, who,
whilst dispensing their favours indiscriminately, are yet su)p-
posed to be perpetual virgins. The most noted courtezang
are from Hayoo, and they are really a well-made, handgome
set, and though common umongst the natives, do not visit
Europeans. So debased arc the people, that during a certain
festival, men and women get drunk and dance naked in
public; it-is not even thought wrong for a girl or married
woman during this feast to have intercourse with any man,
and nothing more is thought of it afterwards. The Bengal
element prevails in the larger towns, and education hag I
think done more harm than good. The men are all adopting
the Bhramoo Sowaj faith, which gives them greater facilities
for getting drunk, and for aping the vices of the Enropeans.
They are most litigious, end will swear to a lic much sooner
than to the truth. A race who can indulge such practices
is, I need scarcely say, almost beyond redemption. The
Cacharees, who live far away from the larger towns, are
a much pleasanter race, but they are gradually beine Hindoo-
ized, and degenerating rapidly.  Assamese marry when quite
children, and it is not unusnal to see a girl of twelve a mother
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The Bhooteas are a fine-looking, largely-made race, but ob,
so filthy! They are great beggars, and come down to
Hayoo, bringing a small breed of dogs for sale; and
using sheep as beasts of burden. They meet at Oodulg-
hessy in Durrung once a year, and bring great numbers of
ponies, &e., for sale. They have hybrids between the gyal
and the common cattle, and though these answer in the hills
they soon die when brought down to the plains.

The Cossyuhs are very like the Karens in many ways, and
wear the came kind of dress. They are a slurdy race, and
can carry immense weights. They are intensely dirty in
their habits as a rule, but their women, when they take
service as ayahs, wash and keep themselves clean, They are
well made, have good but large figures, wonderfully good
arms, legs, and small feet and hands, and are nol remarkable
for virtue, No Cossyah, however heavy his load may be,
will follow u winding road. Ile prefers going straight’ up
the face of the hill. He burns his dead and erects cairns to
their memory. Some of these cromlechs are huge granite
slabs ranging as much as 29 feet high. The upright oncs are
erected in remembrance of a male—the flai for a female,
It is surprising how they move these immense slabs,
There is a bridge at Nurting, made of a single slab of
granite of the following dimensions : length, 30 feet; width,
9 feet ; depth, 24 feet; and as therc is no stone in the neigh-
bourhood it must have been brought many miles.

The Jyntiahs are even a finer race than the Cossyahs,
though closely allied. In former days they were possessed of
great wealth and power, but successive rebellions and inva-
sions of our territory have led to their ruin; and they have
learnt such a lesson from the defeat and loss inflicted on
them by our plucky little Goorkhas, that they are not likely
to incur our wrath again. Their wealth consists in orange
and betel-nut groves, limestone, coal and slate, and growing
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potatoes. Gowhatty, till lately the capital of Assam, as seen
from the river, is an exceedingly pretty place, but, alas! the
whole back portion of it is & mass of putrid swamps, in which
in the rains dead bodics float about, und fever, ague, small-
pox, dysentery, and diseases of all sorts are ulways raging
more or less. Whilst executive engineer there I received ap
insane order to plant a thick hedge of the fust-growing
bamboo right round Gowhatty, including the river face,
on the recommendation of a Colonel Somebody, who had once
resided in Assam a short time, aud who knew as much aboyg
the province as I do of the inhabitants of Jupiter, Ifg
talked of the hill tribes migrating down in the rains and
encamping on the churs and sandbanks of the Brahmapootrs,
which at that time of the yecar are not in existence, and
asserted that this belt of bamboo would keep out the malariu;
quite forgetting if it did that it would keep it in too, ag
within the proposed belt vast swamps existed. Unhealthy
as Gowhatty was, this belt would have put the last finigh-
ing touch to our lives; excluding the river air would alone
have killed us. So T point-blank refused to carry it out
and teferred it to superior authority; and as I never heard
anything more of it 1 presume this brilliant idea was not
approved of. T then submiited a scheme for converting these
swamps into large and shapely tauks, deepening them so
that they should never dry up, and filling up the surrounding
hollows with the earth taken out of their beds; but as it
would be an expensive job I doubt whether it will ever be
done; but that is the only thing to make Gowhatty salubrious.

Unbhealthy as Gowhatty is, within fifty miles of it there are
elevated plateaux rivalling Coonoor and Ootacamund in cli-
mate. For a long while Cherra was the chiel hill station.
1t is situated on a ridge 4,000 feet high, rising abruptly out
of the plains of Sylhet, and it reccives the full force of the
south-west monseon, its average rainfall being 600 inches !
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Notwithstanding this cxcessive rainfall Cherra was very
healthy, its soil laterite and rock, and its drainage good. The
rush of such an immense quantity of water cut the surround-
ing country into the most fearful fissures, and ravines, and
chasms, some of them with a shcer perpendienlar fall of
2,000 feet. As a hill station it had many advantages: at the
foot of the hill, eight miles by the government road, there was
water communication with Sylhet and Dacea ; steamers plying
once o week between Dacca and Chuttuck ; so supplies were
casily and cheaply obtained, because the thousunds of Cossyahs
who took down potatoes to ship to Bengal were only too glad to
bring back return loads for & nominal sum. Fish, poultry,
and all butcher's meat, were very cheap, The Terria Ghat
river afforded capital fishing, and in its neighbourhoud both
small and large gamc were to be found, so the officers had
some amusement Lo fall back upon. In the rains, when the
plains were inundated, numerous tigers used to come up the
hill, and it was not safe to go out after dark, and many
people were killed by them. Beyond Terrin Ghat, there
were many other rivers like the Durrung, swarming with
mahseer, Notwithstanding that the surface was so unfavour-
able for gardening, mould washed down from the heights
gave the requisite soil, and all English flowers flourished
wonderfully, and the neighbouring hills were covered with
azaleas, rhododendrons, &c., which gave the country a home-
like appearance. The Cossyahs are great adepts at building
in rubble masonry, and in carpentry, and have a capitul
idea of constructing decent houses. The excellence of their
workmauship is shown by the way in which many
houses, though dismantled of their roofs and exposed to the
fearful rainfall for many years past, are still standing. House-
building was not dear in those days at Cherra, but still it cost
something, and one day the fiat went forth that Cheita was
to be deserted and Shilloug forwed into a station.
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I do not know from whom the idea first emunated, but [
presume from Colonel Rowlatt, one of the ablest officials in
Assam. Disgusted with the rainfall of Cherrs, in his wander-
ings he ecame across a platean, with a northern aspect,
between Mooflong and a Cossyah village, on the road to
Jowai, called Laban. The raiufall was trifling, uot above sixty
inches, and the elevation between 5,000 and 6,000 feet, so he
built himseli a small hut {(now the dak bungalow), intendiug
that it should form the ceuntre of the new Sanatarium, ang
urged on Government the adoption of his views. Now Col,
Rowlatt knew the hills thoroughly, and be bad a good know-
ledge of engineering and hill-road making, and he was a man
whose word eould be relied upon fully, but with the usual red.
tapismn in vogue in India, the Lieut.-Governor of Bengal, con-
curring in a great measure with Col. Kowlalt, yet sent up g
commission to report on the proposed site. 1ts president was
an old distinguizhed soldier, who had spent the greater par,
of his life in the plains of India, and was used to the old
Poorbeah Sepoy, likewise an inhabitant of the plains. The
beautiful and cold clitsate of the chosen platenu struck him
us far too cold for sepoys, forgetting that it was not proposed
to locate ordinary sepoys of the plain there, but Goorkhag
of the 44th regiment Nutive Infuntry, men who came from
the Nepaul hills, whose home was in the vicinity of per-
petual snow, and at an elevation certainly not less thuyn
10,000 feet, and to whomn the altitude of 5,000 fect, (that
chasen) would be, comparatively speaking, warin. He left this
plateau, and descended into a hallow, called Laban, where the
Cossyvahs themselves would wot live, and which they used
for burning and burying their dead. They all usserted it was
very sickly, and such has proved to a certain extent true, for
cholera has frequently appeared there, and infantile and other
diseases are seldom absent.

The rainfall is in reality only from sixty to seventy inches
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in the year, but a regular downpour is rare; it is a perpetual
drizzle, which is just ns uupleasant, and which soaks one to
the skin, and renders the roads slippery and nearly impassable ;
so after all, I don’t think any great advantage has been gained
over Cherra, where, when it did rain, it came down in buckets,
The views of the snowy Himalayas from Shillong in October
and November are beautiful ; but the great drawback is its
distance from a pavigable river. Gowhally is sixty.three
miles off, and the road js very deadly at times, No labour is
procurable along it, and coolies have to be impressed in the
plains to take goods from Gowhatty to Nongpol, thirty-two
miles ; and as they seldom got paid, though the money had to
be lodged in court before any attempt to procure labour was
made, the men used to sham ill, throw down their loads in
the jungle, and bolt. From Nongpoh to Shillong, the Deputy
Cowmmissioner hud to impress coolies all over the hills, and it.
was g cuse of perpetual driving to get anything up, and then
at a great cost of money for actual coolie Lire, and loss owing
to breukuge. The Cossyahs for themselves, and even for us,
till some idiot of & Deputy Commissioner put them up to
other tricks, would carry always a maund, or 84 1bs,, but this
bright old woman ruied that 40 lbs. was mmnple, and beyond
that, for the future, they would not carry un ounce. Fach
coolie cost three to four rupees between Gowhatty and Shillong,
nud they were probably a week or more on the way. Coolies
at Shillong cost one rupee a maund, at Cherra four ans. To
bring tLings up from Cherra to Shillong was nearlyas expensive,
for though the Cossyahs would take up a load for four annas
to Cherra, further they would not go, as they were afraid of
getting ill, if they went to their (iolgotha—Laban, or the
present Shillong.

Col. Briggs, who had been employed under Col. Kennedy
in the construction of the Thibet road, laid out with hLis
usual skill a capital hill cart-road, but it was eighty-four miles
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to Mooflong ; nnd after several lacs of rupees had been spent,
Col. Rowlatt's line, vid the Qomean-Nongpoh and Burneyhat,
was chosen, and it is now the road used, and along which I
marked out a cart-road. Opposite to Morflong, twenty miles
nearer Gowhatty than Shillong, there is a beautiful plateau
as like Ootacamund as it can be, and 6,000 feet high; but for
some reasol it was not even inspected by the cowmmission
appointed to choose a site in preference to Cherra.

As it was a part of my work to travel over the hills and
plaing in search of the best routes for road-making, I scon
came to know the greater part of the country, and certainly the
best site for a station 1 have seen was a platcau 5,500 feet
high, fifteen miles from Jynteapoor on the Jowai road, almost
level, and with ample accommodation for a couple of regiments
and a battery of artillery, flanked on two sides by lovely
mountain streams, swarming with tront and mahseer, and with
fair small game shooting about; and us steamers can ply to
Jynteapoor in the rains and within three to four miles of
it ut all seasons, surely that would have lLeen preferable to
the present Sanatarium. At Shillong there is literally no
amusement for the European officers.  Cricket was the only
gawe we could indnlge in.  Shooting and fishing there were
none within a day's reach, and it is very expensive moving
about on the hills,

Jowai is the head-quarters of the Jynteah hills, where an
Assistant Commissioner is stationed.

Of game there is not much on the hills themselves, Bears,
sambur, and barking-deer, with a few tizers and a great
many leopards, are those principally met with; but on the
lower slopes towards Gowhatty there are numbers of bison
and elephants. In the season woodcock, solitary, common,
and jack-snipe visit the hills; aud the derrick pheasant,
jungle-fowl, black partridge, and the red-necked partridge,
are found, but in no great numbers, Travelling from Jyntea-
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poor over the hills dircct to Nowgong, rhinoceros, the gyal,
and marsh-deer ure met with, The Cossyalis report the
existence of & red bear, but that I doubt. Though the serow
is met with on the tops of the hills near Gowhatty, I have
not heard of its existence on either of the principal ranges.
Most of the game found in Burmah exists also in Assanu.
The brow-antlered deer, so plentiful in Burmah, extending to
Munnipore, is not found in Assam, but it is replaced by even
a handsower variety of deer, viz, the massh or bara singah
deer. The gyal wanting in Burmah is found in Assam. The
two-horned rhinoceros found ja Burmah is wanting in Assam,

The spotted-deer and antelope are unkuown in Burmuh,
but are found in o few localities alone in Assam.  The wild
cattle of Burmah are not found in Assam, but a large variety
of tame cattle, or hybrids, between the gyil and the ordinary
cattle of the country, have run wild, and are found in the
Terui at the foot of the Dhooteuh range. The gour is plenti-
ful in all the hill ranges, and | have seen somec splendid
heads brought down from the Naga and Mishmee hills. - The
sambur is not nearly as plentiful in Assam as it is in Burmabh,
but the specimeuns I have seen remindod me more of the kind
found on the Neilgherry hills than in the plains of Pegu,
Elephants are very plentiful everywhere, as are also the
larger single-horned and the lesser single-horned rhinoceros.
Buflaloes are in hundreds wherever there are swamps and
surrounding high grass. In the Mishmee hills is found the
takin, a beast which mueh resembles in appearance the gnu
of Africa. In the Terui also is found the pigmy hog, a very
curious variety of the wild boar, There is very fair swall
game shooting in Assam. The Indian pee-fowl, the jungle-
fowl, pheasant, black and marsh parthidyge, quail, and florikan
are plentiful. Two species of the hare, the common and the
hispid, are found, but arc only plentiful towards Doobree,
Tigers and bears are very numerous, the latter more
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The villagers were glad enough to feast off the game killed,
but they would supply rice and paddy only on compulsion,
aud after living ou us perhaps for a week ormore.  When we
wanted to move a few miles further off, the village would be
deserted, and not a coolic obtainable! I took care that they
were paid daily for everything we got from them, at their
own prices ; but the idea of supplying Furopeaus, even when
that leads to their own profit, is repugnant to an Assamese,
They all hate us, for we have been much too kind to them,
and they do not understand that, and put it down to weak-
ness, Very few speak Hindoostani. Their language is a
corruption of Bengalee, so a new comer has to learn a new
language before he can hope to go aboul the country and
learn the whereabouts of game, Shikurees there are none,
A class of men go wandering about with poisoned arrows,
killing numbers of tigers and leopands, aud picking up the
horns of rhinoceros, who have died of their wounds, and
which the sportsman has not had time to follow up. Such
rascals are they that they took to mannfucturing tigers' heads
for the reward, but were discovered by Mr. Campbell, the
able Assistant Commissioner of Burpetah.

1 arrived at Gowhatty early in December 1866, and but for
the kindness of Mr. Campbell, personal assistant to the
Commissioner, who placed half his house at my disposal, I
should not have known what to do, for every house was full ;
but, thanks to him, in a few days I was enabled to settle down
and look about me. Of course after thirtcen years of Burmah
I found myself all abroad in Assam, where the language and
people were so different. Captain De Bourbel was absent,
but returned in o fow days, and we soon got on capitally
together. Hec was apxious to push on the trunk roads, but as
he had had some eleven executive engiueers in one yeur or
eighteen months, not much had been done, I had to learn
the work required, and got together my old servants from
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Wynaad jungles in Southern India all fear of malaria ceases
after a certain amount of rainfall, and I see no reason why
the Terai should be different. [ therefore sent on my traps
and elephauts, and proceeded myself by boat to Tarah-bary
Ghat en route to Burpetah and the Dooars, where I arrived on
the 10th of June at 7 A.M.; but T found no elephants there,
though 1 had sent them on in ample time to have got there
Thinking they might be at Burpetah, I sent a note to Boyq,
the Assistant Commissioner, and he very kindly sent me oyt
a palanqueen, but as the clephants turned up in the course of
the afternoon, I sent it back and halted where I was for the
day.

June 11th-—Stirred the people up at 4 AM, and got off
soon after 5 A.M. | took a couple of clephants, riding one of
them, with me across country, and sent the baggage round by
the road. The villagers said there were many tigers about,
but T did not see the ghost of oue. The country at first wag
quite open, over paddy-ticld and then low grass jungle. 1p
this T hit off a broad trail, but could not tell what it wag
caused by ; but thinking it was a herd of buffs, and as they
were going my way, I thought I'd see whether there were any
decent horns amongst them ; but when we came to a marshy
piece, we found we were following one if not two rhinoceros,
I had a good battery—two two-groove double rifles (muzzle-
loaders) bv l.ang, a double No. 10 brcech-luading rile by
Lyell of Aberdeen, and two smooth-bores, both breech-
loaders. I soon came upon the fresh deposit on the round,
where rhinos usually drop their ordure, and knew the beast
could not be far off, and my elephant began to show decided
signs of funk, and tried to bolt several times, but the mahout
kept it straight. At last in front of me, looming through a
patch of high grass, and on the borders of a swall bheel,
1 distinguished the body of a rhino, intently listening to the
noise we were making. Neither the mahout nor the elephant
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saw it, so I touched the mahout on the head, and he at once
stopped the hathec. I could see nothing distinetly, but fired
into the mass in front of me: on the smoke clearing away I
saw a very large rhinoceros bolt into the bheel, and gave him
a shot in the shoulder. e pulled up and faced me, looking
vicious; I dropped the Lyell and took the Lang, and as he
charged, gave him a couple of shots in the chest. On re-
ceiving them, he swerved and bolted, squealing awfully, Not
till then had my elephant woved, but this noise was too
much for it, and it broke away from the mahout and went in
an opposite direction to that taken by the rhinoceros, and
could not be stopped for some time; and I saw what I
believed to be the rhinoceros go away to the left, and as soon
as the elephant was under control again 1 followed up, but
could find no trace anywhere, so went back to the bheel and
took up the trail, and came upon the rhinoceros stone-dead.
This was my first rhinvceros in Assam. It was & very large
auimal; one of the lurgest T ever killed. Its horn was
massive, but not long, only eight inches, but 13 scers in
weight. We got men from the nearest villuge, cut off the
shields and head, and gave the people the meat, and made
our way as straight as we could for Burpetah, where I got
about twelve, and put up with Boyd for the day, and
arranged all my traps for 8 move on the morrow,

June 12th.—Started very early for Bornugger, sending my
things along the native track, and going across country
myself in search of game. I soon struck off the fresh trail of
a rhinoceros, and followed it up, but I was rather too late,
and it had got into its lair, where T could not follow. T
could hear it feeding distinctly, probably not more than
fifteen yards off, but could neither go on fool—owing to the
boggy nature of the soil and the depth of water—nor could
the elephant force its way in, owing to the tangled nature of
the jungle surrounding its stronghold; so most reluctantly I

G 2
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had to leave it. In a heavy bit of grass jungle, near Barry'g
deserted garden, T came upon seven buffaloes. I could see
them, but they could not see me; and one of them, a large
bull, hearing the noise my elephaut wade in foreing its way
through the jungle, threw up his head and trotted towardg
me, so 1 killed it with three shots, This disturbed anqg
frizhtened away the herd, excepting one young bull, who dig
1ot seem to think it needful to run more than a few yards,
and then faced me. He had a singular pair of horns, shoyg
three fect cach, but so recularly curved as to meet at t}q
points, and with the forrhead forming very nearly a circle,
and as he gave me a good chest shot, and as T wanted hig
kead as a curiosity, I killed him.  The Lyell ritle | generally
used ; it had very short barrels,-was well balanced, and’suiteq
me exactly. Though it was ten-bore and carried a three-cuneg
conical, T could make very quick and accurate shooting wiry,
it, and killed a heap of game, but it got loosened at (hg
breech, so | had to part with it.

I reached Barry's descrted buugalow about 2 .M., and gent
for his old mahout, still quite a lad almost, and the best
tracker and muhout [ ever met with, and eugaged hitn, He
knew the jungles thoroughly, and had been present with
Rarry and Mackenzie at the death of many a rhinccerog
and other beasts, and 1 placed myself entirely under hig
guidance.

June 13th.—Sent my traps by the road to Dowkagoung,
Barry's second deserted garden, and went across country
myself. The season was too far advanced, and the new grass
had sprung up 1o almost the height of the old, so though we
disturbed a lot of game, including tigers, rhinoceros, bison,
and buffeloes, [ did not get a shot till close to a village
called Mina Muitee. There, in a bheel, I came upon a herd
of buffuloes, and as a bull and a cow had particularly good
horns 1 let them have it right and left; the cow rolled over,
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the bull fell on his knees, but speedily recovered and bolted
with the herd.  As I prssed the cow a ball through her head
put her out of pain. I also soon came upon the bull and
floored him, and feeling blood-thirstily inclined, killed
another young bull, and wounded several gthers. Going
back for the heads I could find the bull nowhere, but the
cow's head was a fine one and I secured it. The horns
measured 10 feet 8 inches. T told the villagers at Mina
Muttee of the kills, and they immediately went out in a body
for the flesh. They found the big bull dead, and the next day
picked up two more, but none of the heads exeepting that of
the cow were worth keeping, so | left them all behind me.
At Mina Muttee there is a very nice stream, full of nice-sized
mahseer and a trout-like fish, and it is more central for
thooting than Dowkagoung. I got to Barry’s bungalow
about 2 p.M., but my traps did not arrive till half-past 4 Py,
I fancy the people had stopped and cooked on the road. The
Cacharees don’t milk their cows, so I had great difficulty in
getting niilk ; the head-man was a drunken old brute, and
would give me nothing till I lost patience and tied him up
to a post in the verandah, when, as if by moie, everything 1
wanted was forthcoming.

June 14th.—1 had the devil’s own luck to-day, wounding
and losing three rhinoceros. There were so many ahout,
their tracks so numervus and so intricate, that although
Sookur was a splendid tracker, we kept, in our eagerness,
getting on to the wrong ones, and not discovering our error
till we hud gone sometimes several miles. We started soon
after daybreak ; and just beyond the remnins of the tea-
garden I saw rather e fine buck marsh-deer, and as it seemed
to have tine horns I tried to kill it, but could get nowhere
near it, and losing patience I fired and missed. 1 then
crussed rather a difficult nullah, and came upon fresh rhino-
ceros tracks; Sookur took up the trail beautifully, and in a
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very short while I came upon one and wounded it severely .
in following up I came upon its mate and hit that, but it too
bolted, making the peculiar noise rhinoceros do when badly
wounded. We followed full score, but the fresh marks were
so plentiful that in our anxiety we pushed on u little toq
fast and got on to wrong trails, and did not discover oyr
crror till we reached the banks of the Boree Nuddee, a good
five miles off.  We then went back, and more carefully took
up the first spoor, and soon came upon one of the woundeqd
ones, looking very seedy, and sgain hit it twice, but off ¢
went as if it bore a charmed life. We again followed
and tracked by blood, but it got into tarra or wild mrda:
mom jungle, and there we lost it in the multitude of other
tracks. We then got into very heavy grass jungle, where
there were & lot of mud-.holes, in which rhinoceros delight,
Here 1 came upon another, hit and lost that, but it wyg
evident it was onc of my bad days, and I could kill nothing,
It was fearfully hot, and being & long way from camp, I made
for home. I was close to the base of the Bhootan range, and
though it was raining incessantly a few miles from me not
drop of rain fell where I was, though I would have given the
world for o downpour. Near a dry bed of & river I got a
shot at a marsh-deer, staring at me, but a good 150 yards off,
My ball fell short. Socokur put down my ill-success to
want of powder, but I had 5% drachms, and that is euough to
kill anything; but there are days in the life of every sports-
man, in which, let him have ever so many chances, he can
kill nothing, and this was my case to-day. The villagers
were all assembled with knives, &e., ready to cut up the
game they had heard me fire at, and were much disgﬁsted at
wy ill-success when they saw me cowe back empty-handed.
June 15th.—Though 1 started early T did not come upon
fresh tracks for a long time; the scrimmages of yesterday
had evidently disturbed the jungles about here, so I went off to-
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the right and came upon & fresh track ; put up a rhinoceros,
but could not get a shot; tho jungle was so heavy that
though several times I could hear his grunting within a few
yards of me T could never get a sight of him, and he eventu-
ally dodged us. Sookur then took me n good long way off,
where he said there were many mud-holes, but not seeing
any fresh marks he was not as careful as he might have been,
and when approaching a large mud-hole fringed with heavy
grass, instead of going into it by what appeared an old track,
he passed by it, and suddeuly to my left there was such a rush
aud a splashing as two rhinoceros bolted out of it for their
lives, IIud he gone into it I must have come upon them
lying down in the mud and water, and have got two capital
shots; as it was 1 did uot get a shot at either. These two 1
followed for miles, bul the jungle was too heavy; and though
I put them up again and again, I did not get a shot, and
eventually lost them. Going homewards, [ put up another in
the bed of a small stream, but never saw it. I was at least a
month too late; but I deserved bad luck for having made
a mess of the rhinoceros on the I4th iust. I have killed
forty-four since, and never had better chances. Sookur said
the rivers were filling fast, and advised me to move back, or
our retreat might be rendered impracticable.

June 16th—So we moved back to Bornugger, shooting
nothing en route.

June 17th.—1 had heard a good deal of a place called Pakah,
and I was told it was not far from Bhawanipoor, and that there
were vast herds of warsh-deer there ; and where they are tigers
always abound. So I thought I would march back that way;
and therefore instead of going to Burpetah I turned off,
and with great difficulty crossed over the Boree Nuddee and
got on to a road leading to Bhawanipoor, and asked my way ;
but nobody seemed to know where Pakah was. Now I after-
wards found out Pakah was the name of a sub-division, and
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no village in particular was called Pakah, though some
dozen in the mouzah went by that name occasionally. Two
of my servants, instead of sticking to the elephants, or asking
me where we were to encamp, marched straight into Bur-
petah, miles out of their way, and I bud to send an elephant
after them. Every nullah we came to was out of our depth,
¢ach elephant had to be unloaded, and to swim over, and we
had to search for boats to take our traps across ; our progress
accordingly was exceedingly slow and very fatiguing. After
thus crossing five streams, about 2 Pt I pulled up and pyg
up in a shed in a nominal Mussulman village; but so debased
were they, that to propitiate the Hindoos, who swarmedq
round them, they had actually a namghur with a Hindog
idol in it They could talk no Iliundoostani, ouly As.
samese and Bengalee. Four the first time 1 saw nets used
for catching wild buffaloes, They were constructed of corgd
as thick as my middle finger; and directly a buffalo got
entangled in one he was speedily speared to death: )y
servants did not arrive till twelve at night, so it was just gg
well I halted when 1 did.

June 18¢4.—In search of Pakah, We had again to cross
several swollen streans, unloading and reloading the ele-
phants each time. The more we inquired, the less the people
seemad to know where we should go to find Pakah. The
whole country was a sheet of water, and progress very, very
slow. At last I got on to a plain rather higher than the sur-
rounding country, and covered with short fine grass, and a
florikan got up. Although I never eat these birds [ always
shoot them. In going after it I put up a couple of marsh-
deer, both does ; at which I did not fire, Jmmediately after-
wards ] flushed and missed the florikan, and the report
started a fine buck, which I followed and killed. A lot
of villagers came up and said there were many deer about,
and wanted me to shoot some for them: but I did not know
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where I should encamp, so could not afford the time to go
with them ; but a doe springing up gave we a goud shot, und
I killed and left her for the people, and went on till about
4 p., when, coming to a deserted namghur, T pulled up and
waited for my followers, who did not arrive till durk. As the
people und animals were very tired, I determined to make 2
short march on the morrow and beat about for gume.

June 19th.—1 beat back to yesterday's ground, and met
villagers going out with nets after deer. They destroy a
great many this way, and also kill tigers, panthers, and bears
in them. T had to go a long way before | saw a single deer,
and the first shot I had was at a doe, which [ bit, but lost. 1
then put up & splendid buck and two does. Made a capital
shot at the former at a good 200 yards off, and after an
exciting chase brought him to bay. 1 also saw buifs, but
they would not let me get near them. I then turned back,
and found my chapprassic had taken my traps to a villuge,
surrounded on three sides by deep water, to which I could
only get by retracing my footsteps several miles, so [ called
out to him to relvad the clephants and to go to a village
further on, where there was a ford and where I went
myself. As usual 1 put up in a namghur, but the Hindoo
priests ohjected ; but | had taken care to ascertain that any
traveller had the right to put up in them, whatever his caste
or creed might be ; so [ refused to budge, and this nearly led
to a row, as the people turned out. But al the sight of my
battery they thought better of it, and did not molest 1nc,
sending a humble petition that I would not eat inside, to
which I readily agreed, as it was my custom always to have
my meals in the open, .only using the shed fur shelter during
the heat of the day, in case of rain, and also to sleep in.
These Hindoos will always presume if they be permitted,
where & European is concerned. They would not bave said
word had I been a Mussulman, or a Cacharee ; yet either is us
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abominable as & Christian to them and their creed. With the
greatest difficulty I got back to Gowhatty on the 22ng,
travelling incessantly, and all the old residents thought I wag
mad to bave ventured into the Terai at this time of the year,
and prophesied that within teu days I should get the dreadeq
Terai fever, from which few recovered ; but I did not get it.

Round about Gowhatty we had many a day's sport,
Game there was in plenty, but hills covered with bamboo
interfered with us ; as most animals were knowing enough to
make for them aud to take shelter therein when they hearq
us approaching.

In .July 1867 1 visited Shillong. There was no road
worthy of the name then, and the coolies we had to carry
up our stores, &c., threw them about the jungles and bolted,
and inflicted great loss on us. As I had work to do on the
plains, T left my family there and returned to Gowhatty, 1ot
very favourably impressed with the place, for T thought it
was not worth the bother and expense we were put to to get
there.

The Lower Assam Tea Company had a bungalow in the
station, where their manager and assistants put up, and just
behind it there was a good deal of jungle. Oun two occasions
Fisher had shots, once at a tiger, and once at a panther,
in broad daylight, out of the back verandah; and I haye
known several panthers caught thero in traps. In the season
Assam isa capital place for duck and geese-shooting; but the
bheels are so immense, and are so surrounded by dense grass-
jungle, that it is almost impossible, and exceedingly danger-
ous, to shoot on foot, The best plan is to get a couple of
“dug-outs,” fasten them together, and with a sereen in front and
a mun poling behind, to go out into the bleel, and very fair
bags can be made this way. In the season Fisher and I
killed a good number of snipe. Near his garden at Moira-
pore there was very good ground; but the hest is five miles
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from Gowhatty, on the Beltolah Road. We shot lots of
jungle-fow], pea-fowl, and a few florikan: and he and I
together had very fair sport at Chuuderpore, a tea-garden
belonging to the Bainbridge brothers; and at Myung, where
we got buffaloes, hares, deer, florikan, and very pretty pur-
tridge-shooting. Altogether, in 1866-67, I killed twenty-two
buffaloes, hit one tiger—which was picked up dead after-
wiards—many deer, one thinoceros, and lots of florikan and
other small game. In January 1868 Bowie of the police,
Barry a tea-planter, and I, went down by bLoat to Baisah
Ghat, en route for Burpetall. We started on the 8th; the
clephants preceded us on the 2nd. At this time of the year
we have very heavy fogs in Assam. Both Bowie and 1 had
work to attend to, and Barry, who accompanied us, had tried
his hand for some thrue years at tea-planting in the Terui,
but finding it did not pay, had thrown his gardens up; but
he knew the language, and the part of the country we wished
to visit, which was, in fact, the same as that I had gone to in
June 1867. The Assistant Comimissioner hud reported that
there were no less than five man-eating tigers depopulating
the country about Baisah, so we went there in preference to
Tarrahbaree. We went all pight in the boat, but the men
were afraid we might overshoot cur ghat; so about 4 Am.
we pulled up. But the fog would not clear up, so after a bathe
and our chota-haziree, we went along, just drifting, for no one
knew where wo were exactly ; but we expected to reach the
ghat in an hour or two, About nine it cleared up for half
an hour or so, and we then ascertained we were a long way
off our destination, so the crew got to work to pull again.
We were going along very quictly, and presently we saw a
buffalo on a sandbank, and he very conveniently walked
into the water and lay down. We got to within some eighty
yards without disturbing him ; he then heard us and stood up,
so for something to do we opened fire. The first Tound
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every one missed, but my second barrel caught it in the hip
and down it went. We jumped ashore and soon killed it,
and then found it was a puor emaciated beast, which hag
already been previously wounded, and could not have liveq
long. It was a mercy to put the poor thing out of its misery,
It had a good head, which we cut off. We did not reach the
ghat till 3 p.y1. I sent to find out news of tigers, but coulq
hear nothing of them. We halted that day, sleeping in the
boat at night: for although we could get no news of the
tigers, their feet-warks were plentiful enough along the
sendbanks,

We had not emough elepbants for our party, so had to
engago coolies ; and only those who have been foreed to adopt
this mode of conveyance can kaow the amount of trouble and
bather there is in procuring coolies in Assam. The mou-
zadars, Ilindoos themselves, will not impress the Iindog
ryots, but send miles and miles away, and forcibly seize
Cacharees and bring them to do the work which their own
villagers ought to do. There is the usual protest by every
man, that the load set apart for him is too heavy, that he
is ill and unable to walk, that he has not had food for twenty-
four hours (too often too true in the case of Cacharees who
have been foreibly seized and brought perhaps from a distance
of twenty miles). For an hour there is nothing but wrang-
ling and fighting, and it is no use to leave camp till each
coolie has departed with his load, or the chances are it will be
left behind. 1 would advise no one togoona shooting«trip
into Assam who cannot muster enough elephants to be alto-
gether independent of manual labour. 1t is heart-brenking
to have anything to say to the wretched inhabitants. How I
do wish that either the Russians, Prussiang, Yankees, or
French could occupy Bengul and Assam in particular for
a few years, just to teach the people a lesson. It is absurd
to put these savages on an equality with ourselves. If
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we are all equal, we have no business in the country.
If we hold it as conquerors, we should treat them as the
conquered, and force them to treat us as their masters.
The present philanthropical dedge is at least a thousand
years too far ahead. The people don't understand such
treatment themselves, and despise us for it, and put it down
to weakness.

Well, at last we got off. We found the villagers, to
get rid of the tigers, had burnt every scrap of jungle; so, the
country being bare, we saw little or no game. We fired at
and missed a deer and wounded several bLuffaloes; but as
they ran back towards the river we did not follow them
up, but made straight for Burpetah, getting there at half-
past 2 ry. We shot a few dnck, teal, and partridges
en roule.

Januvary 11th.—Ialted to-day, as we had wark to atiend
to. In the afternoon went after florikan, but did not see
oue. Can't think where they can have gone. Shot some
black partridges.

January 12th.—After the usual trouble and bother with
the coolies, who did not assemble till eight, we got our traps
off. An Assamese is of no use before eight or nine in the
morning, by which time he has slept off the funies of opium
and the effects of drink and debauchery. Barry not being
very well, went along the road, whilst Bowie and I went
across country. We got nothing but small game, though we
saw thousands of marks of rhinoceros, elephants, and buffa-
loes; but a savage cow-buffalo charged Barry without the
least provacation ; but he was equal to the occasion, killed
her, and boned her calf. In the evening we all went out to
Bornugger after small game. Walking through the mustard-
fields, we did not see much. The florikan we could not get
near.  Bowie shot a pea-fowl and & black ; T got a couple of
blacks and a jungle-fowl,
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Januury V3th—The coolies assembled late, and after 4
great deal of row we got them despatched, but did not start,
‘;“rselveg till balf-past 9 an. I re-engaged Sookur, and hig
uncle Seetaram accompanied us.  En route, passing a likely_
looking piece of grass for florikan, we entered it, and put up
at once four florikan and several blacks. After a great dea)
of trouble—as the birds were very wild—1 killed one florikan
and two blacks: none of the others got anything, We saw
but very little gnme, and reached Mina Muttee at 4 PM, oup
traps not arriving for an hour Jater. No huts had been built,
though ordered long ago; however, we had tents, but had to
pitch them ourselves, as tent lascars are not procurable iy
Assam. We succeeded in making ourselves cminfortable just
before dark. The stream here is always deliciously cold, ang
we did “ buffalo” in it for & consideruble time, and cooled our
beer in it.

Janwary 14th—DBitterly cold and very lougy this morning,
We started very early, but could only sec a few yards in
front of us. The country seemed well burnt, aud we soon hig
off the vrail of a rhineceros; but unfortunately one of the
elepliants trumpeted, and although we did not see our quarry,
we heard it bolt. In about an hour Sockur struck upon a
frosh trail, and with his usual sagaaity followed it up; bug
the animals bad the start of us, and had got into jungle some
fifteen or twenty feet high, into which we followed. A
rhinoceros just in front of me grunted, and my elephant
halted, and all the others bolted. Sookur hammered mine
well about the head, and made him go into the grass with a
rusi.  The rhinoceros bolted, and 1 got two shots as it
crossed an open picce. It then went into grass thirty feet
high, and 1 did not like to go in after it, for feur of getting
the elephant cut, so tried what T could do by skirting it ; but
the rhinoceros would not leave his refuge. So there being
nothing for it, in T went, theelephant in an awful funk, but
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kept straight by Sookur.  Barry came up, but Bowie's
elephant would only make tracks to the rear. As I advanced
the rhinoceros retreated, and at last, as it was crossing over the
dry end of a narrow nullah, I put two more balls into it:
it ran up the opposite bank loudly screaming, and I followed
at my elephant’s best pace. The rhinoceros then attempted
to charge ; but & right and left turned it, and three more shots
killed it—a very large cow, with horn thirteen inches long,
und weighing 1} seer, We then breakfasted, Barry being
unwell went back to camp, and Bowie and 1 went on, We
soon hit off another track, and in a densc tree-jungle up
jumped two rhinoceras, and one came towards me; the Lyell
went off before it was fairly up to my shoulder, and the ball
striking the animal behind the ear, killed it dead. Sookur kept
calling out “Shanah, shanaly,” and pointing in the direction
in which the other rhinoceros had bolted ; and I, not knowinyg
Assamese, thought he was urging me to fire, so T let drive, aud
by the worst luck possible brought the animal down, as
it proved a half-grown one; and Sookur's anxiety was that
we should not kill it, but spare it, and have it caught ; and its
death was to us a loss of from 500 to 1,000 rupees. Bowig's
elephant behaved a Little better, as it did not bolt. She
used to be a very staunch one, but her mahout is away, and
only the grass-cutter acting as mahout, and she does not care
for him a Lit. This turned. out a female with a good horn.
We got home soon after twelve, and in the evening went
after florikan, aud killed two,

January 15th.—As I did not want to keep all the shooting
to myself, I put Bowie on my elephant, with Sookur as
mahont, and got on to his. Limestone is very scarce in
Assan, 5o whilst out [ determined to hunt for it, in the beds
of the different rivers flowing out of the Bhootan range. 1
g0t on to the Booree Nuddee, and soon picked up a lot; but
it is so intermixed with other stones, that it requires great
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care and intelligence to separate the real limestone from the
rubbish which much resembles it. Ilaving satisfied myse]f
that limestone did exist, and that it was brought dowp
during the raing from the higher hills, and that it ought to
be sought higher up to get it in any quantities, [ crossed
over this river and made for another, I saw lots of wargh
and hog-deer, and sonn came npon the fresh trail of a rhine.
ceros, which T followed. Tt had got into very heavy grass-
jungle, and soon [ heard it, a short distance ahead. Directly
my elephant knew it was ahead, she refused to budge, and
all she would do was to make tracks for the rear. I wag
within twenty yards several times, but the dense nature of
the jungle prevented my seeing anything; and I got so djs-
gusted I gave the rhinoceros up and made for home T
recrossed the Booree Nuddee, and on nearing a tope of trees
T heard two shots, and going up found Barry had disturbed
panther, which ran up the trunk of a tree; Barry cleverly
brought it down; but it fell in such a tangled mass of fallen
trees, creepers, &c., we could not get at it, and so lost jt.
Barry—who was still very unwell—and | made for home,
ardd came upon several very fresh trails of rhinoceros; but it wag
too late to follow, as during the day they betake themselves to
such fearfully heavy arass-jungle, there is no seeing them. En
route I killed a pea-fowland knocked down two blacks, but. they
both escaped. Near the camp a florikan got up, and 1 was
just going after it when Bowie appeared in sight, so I waited
for him. He told me he had come across a huge rhinoceros,
and had floored but lost it. Sookur said it was a very large
one, with a spiendid horn; but a tangled jungle close by
enabled it to get inside and escape, though the chances are it
dicd there. 'We went after the florikan; I got the shot and
killed it, and in the evening we shot two more.

January 16th.—Barry being too seedy to go out, Bowie
and T went together, and almost in sizht of our tents found a
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very large rhinoceros. I got the shots, and hit twice with the
Lyell. Bowie got one shot, and then his elephant bolted.
Luckily for me the wounded rhinoceros ran in a cirele, so I
was able to cut him off, and a few more shots brought him to
a standstill; but it took time to kill him outright, as my
elephant would not go close up, 1le had a splendid horn,
weighing 4 lbs, and 13 inches long. The Kyahs often
offered me 90 Rs,, or £9 for it; but I kept it for several yeurs,
and then gave it to the military secretary to the Com-
mander-in-Chief, Colonel Dillon. Directly the villagers heard
our shots they assembled like so many vultures and cut up
the rhinoceros, not leuving a scrap. Even the hide, which is
from two to three inches thick, and as tough as lead, they cut
up into slices, roast over the firc and eat, much in the same
way as we do the crackling of a pig.

We Lad gone but a little way when Sookur hit off the trail
of two more rhinoceros, and the way he followed was quite
an art. They Lad been feeding in circles, and had crossed
and recrossed their own footmarks; but Sookur never de-
viated an inch, and though in about an hour we were
beartily tired of the progress made, he would not desist, but
eventually took us up to two rhinoceros standing together.
The larger of the two Bowie killed with a ball behind the ear,
and the other one charged us viciously several times, but was
met by such a fire, she had no chance, and speedily suc-
cumbed.  Scarcely was the life out of these animals than
more vuliures in the shape of villagers appeered and cut
them up. The meat of these three rlunoceros alone was
worth £15 to them; that of the day before £10. We paid
cash for everything they brought us, at their own price; yet,
next day, when we wanted to move camp, the village was
deserted, and we could not procure a single coolie to carry
our traps, so we had to send out miles to get people to enable
us to move. So much for Assamese gratitude. [ will not
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give further details of this trip, as although we killed 4
lot of deer and small game, we had no further adventureg,
In some parts of this Terai we saw herds of deer, amountin
to five hundred and more at a time; but all the old buckg
were in hiding, having shed their horns. We also shot sompeg
buffaloes, but scldom kept account of them. At Rungiah, my
overseer, Subroodeen, shot an immense tiger, on foot, in the
most plucky manner. It was one of the largest I ever saw,
ves the vultures cleaned his bones, and did not leave a scrap
on them in ten minutes after the carcase was thrown oyg
to them.

In February, 1868, I had to march up to Deopani, some
eighty miles beyond Mewgong, and the extreme limit of my
division, which in those days extended close upon four
hundred miles. I had three military and thres civil stationg
besides out-stations aud sub-divisions under me, with but twe
assistant engineers to help me ; and I had to see that correct
surveys, estimates, levels, &c., for the whole of the roads con-
templated, and the various buildings, were prepured and
submitted, and that the works were correctly executed, I
was forced to keep up two complete establishments, one tg
leave behind with my family, and one to take about with me
into the district. I had to keep four ponies, each of which
cost me £40, for my jungle work, besides a pair for the
station. The staff-pay of the D. P. W. in India is ridiculously
small for the work a man has to do. A Brigade Major, who
has no money responsibility, has 400 Rs. stall a mouth ; whilst
in those days an Executive Engineer, spending lacs a month,
and on whose efficiency depended the waste or utility of
hundreds of thousands of pounds in the year, if he were of
the fourth class, got but 300 Rs, stafl’; and now that consoli-
dated pay has been introduced it is even less. I know that
all the years I was in the department 1 was invariably out of
pocket ; but, as I had money in those days, was of a restless
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disposition, and liked exploring and leading an independent
life, I remained in the department because it suited me; but
it is a thankless and underpaid one, and the control de-
partment worries a man’s life out.  Why it is not subdivided
into two classes, as in England—one the exccutive ard the
other the control—I know not. The former should be answer-
able for all the estimates and correct construction, but should
have nothing to do with compiling accounts, or paying coolies
ot contractors ; but the control department does all that on an
estimate being approved and sanctioned. The control de-
partment should advertise for tenders, and when they are
submitted choose one, and forward the papers to the Executive
Engineer for his guidance, who should once a month measure
up the work, aud forward the same with report through the
Superintending Engineer to the control department, and he
should have nothing more to say to any money transuctions,
either disbursing, or compiling, or accounting for them. You
will seldom meet a wan who is a thoroughly good engineer
who is an accountant too, and hitherto promotion has gone by
the reports on office work, and not in accordance with the
excellence of the outdoor work, and the result has been
scandals like the Saugor barracks, and other large works,
where lacs upon lacs were wasted.  Yet the officers in charge
of those works were periodically promoted, because they
fudged their accounts so as to give little or no trouble to the
almighty control department, although they did not know how
to lay one brick upon another ; hence these gigantic failurcs and
the bad name the D. P. W, has all over India.  Until there is
8 total separation of the two branches—the executive and the
control—things cannot be placed on a proper footing. An
Executive Engineer has an uphill game whilst payments are
made through his office. Every subordinate peculates fearfully,
and they are hand-in-hand with the contractors; but all this

would cease if the payments were dependent on o separate
H2
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office, and if made but once & month on measured work sent
through the Superintending Engineer, who could every now
and then, before sending them on, remeasure the work, ang
convince himself of the accuracy, or otherwise, of the reportg
and receipts sent him. Such are my ideas after twenty-one
years' experience of the department.

Captain De Bourbel baving left, a new Superintending
Engineer had been appointed. He bad gone to Debroo-
ghur to take over charge from his brother, then the senior
Executive Engineer in the province, who was officiating aq
Superintending Engineer. I had a splendid game country to
go through, and anticipated much sport, but did not get much
after all. I give extracts from the journal as a guide to
those who are likely to travel over this route, which is really
first-rate; but there is luck in shooting 8s in everything
else,

1 sent on my traps ahead, and started on the 11th Febroary
and rode to Chunderpore tea-gardens on the banks of the
Kullung. 1 shot a few ducks, teal, and snipe en route.

February 12th.—Marched to Myung, a considerable village
close to the Kullung, and about eight miles from Chunderpors.
1 had many parties out, cutting traces, aud employed in sur
veying and levelling, so had not much time to shoot, or rather
to look for game. I bad always my howdah elephant and
battery with me, and if I came across enything worth the
slaying I did so; but if T did not, T did not go out of my way
to search for it. I put up & tiger and many buffaloes; the
first sncaked away, and the latter I did not fire at. I got &
fair sprinkling of small game, and amongst them three flori-
kans; and these latter I sent into the station, as I never eat
them ; but many people think them the ne plus ultra of good
eating.

February 14th.—1 moved to-day to Cachareegoung, twelve
ruiles. I shot some pea-fowl, partridges, and duck, and green
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pigeon en route. In the afternoon I went out after a tiger,
but did not find it.

February 15th—Moved through Bogra IMill to Basahghat,
shooting three pea-fowl, and a lot of duck and teal, en route.

February 16th fo 20th inclusive.— Marched to Nawgong,
inspecting works, and thence to the Rupai river. On the
20th left Rupai for Loquaghat, where there was a good deal
of game gencrally to be found. Last year I had a few
days’ fair shooting there, and hoped to get beiter this year.
After crossing the river I struck off to the left towards the
bheel, where Sir C. Reed had lost a very large rhinoceros last
year, 1 came across a large buffalo facing me, and though I
do not often shoot at them, yet as it appeared inclined to
dispute the right of way 1 fired into its chest. It turned, and
ran for about thirty yards, then fell dead. As the head was
rather large 1 padded it. I then went through null, where
there were the marks of elephants, rhinocercs, tigers, and
buffaloes, but came across nothing ; and I could not afford
time to follow up any particular trail, especially as I had not
Sookur with me. These jungles are pever shot over or dis-
turbed, so where the game can have gone to is a puzzle. The
bheels were full of duck and teal, but they were wild as
hawks, and there was no getting near them, Leaving the
null-jungle, before me lay a large plain, and about half-way
through this was a herd of buffaloes feeding, some of them
looking very large, and apparently with big horns. I also
thought it would be a good opportunity to shoot some and
leave the carcases, with a view of attracting tigers. Deer
were also scattered about in threes and fours, feeding on the
young shoots, where the grass had been burnt earlier than
umal. The wind being favourable, I, by going through the
long unburnt grass, easily got within fifty yards of several
buffaloes. I made & good right and left, and floored two
buffaloes. One got up and charged, but was easily stopped
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and killed. The other also picked itself up and bolted ; but I
followed up, came up to it and killed it, and got into a herd
and wounded two more, but had net time to follow up. I
cut off the beads of the two killed, and padded them, and
then made for Loquaghat. I missed several deer by the
way, but bagged one, and three black partridges, and reacheq
the bungalow at 3 r.t

February 21st.—Very heavy rain in the night and early
morning. [ did not therefore get out till past eight, but soon
struck off the trail of u rhinoceros; but it went into such
infernal country, cut up with watercourses, that I soon left
it and struck off to the right into more favourable ground, |
again hit off a track, and on following it up camo upon g
rhinoceros in a hollow, facing me. I had the funky mahout
with e, a Mussulmanised Hindoo, and he never could be
depended upon; but the clephant Lutchmee was not only
very fast, but, as a rule, staunch. I got a good shot at the
chest, and again as the beast spun round, at the shoulder ;
but, though hard bit, I had failed to reach a mortal spot, and
the rhinoceros went off’ ut score, with Lutchmee after him,
The rhinoceros had the best of the race, and got into the
long grass, with two more bullets in him. I got on to
his track, but there were so many, I had to order a man
down to follow on foot, as iy mahout was a bad hand &t
tracking, and could not be depended upon. We came to &
place where the path divided. One seemed well used, and
the other not. The elephant hesitated to go along the latter,
and this ought to have told me it was the right one to
follow ; but 1, in my cagerncss, took the wrong turn, and went
all duy without seeing a single thing; but, going homewards,
as I had to pass the place where I lost the rhinoceros, I again
took up the tracks and followed them more carefully, and on
coming to the spot where the two paths divided, the guide
pointed to the one we had ne! fullowed, and called out. * This



DISAPPOINTMENT. 103

is the right way.” Hardly had he spoken when up jumped
the rhinoceros, close to him, and bolted. He had been lying
in a pool of blood, and had allowed us to pass him in the
morning, I followed a short way, but the tracks were so
numerous, that to follow the right one was not only very difii-
cult, but very slow work ; and as it was getting on towards
evening I had to desist and go homewards. I got a deer
close to camp. I bad shot here before, but had not seen the
large marsh-deer, | discovered to-day that their haunts lay
to the right of the marsh, where there was high grouud, and
where they were in dozens.

February 22nd.—1 went back to the ground where I had
shot the buffaloes the day before yesterday, in the hope of
coming across tigers, which might have been attracted by the
carcases; but I was disappointed, the bodies remained un-
touched, and though there were thousands of vultures about,
they had not been able to get through the tough hides, and
were biding their time till decowposition should render their
task easier. I searched everywhere for rhinoceros: their
fresh marks were plentiful enough, but the beasts themselves
could not be found.

I came ncross several herds of buffalocs, and amongst them
some bulls with very large horns, and though I got sowe very
good shots, and brought two or three down on their knees, 1
failed to kill one; thus the conceit was soon knocked out of
me, and I have ever found buffaloes harder than any other
animal to kil In the evening, having work at Tezpore,
I crossed over, and returned to Langlea on the evening of the
24th. I had told my mahouts to look about for the rhino-
ceros wounded on the 21st, but they had no news to give me,
though I cannot believe he could have recovered from the
wounds ipflicted on him at such close quarters, with such
heavy weapons as mine.

February 25¢h.—! went all round the bheel again to-day,
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Two rhinoceros had been seen by some fishermen about an
hour before I got there, and though 1 followed up their trai)
1 fuiled to find them. Cousidering the number of rhinocerog
that infest this bheel, my luck in not finding them is exces-
sively bad. 1 then went on to the high land and came upon
herds of marsh-deer; the bucks were in hiding, but as the
camp wanted meat I shot & deer. and tried to cut off another
herd. The jungle had been well burnt, and there were just
enough clumps of high grass left to afford shelter to different
wild beasts that frequent the locality. In rounding a patch
of unburnt grass, just in front of me, and about fifty yards
off, T saw the heads of three tigers, close together. Neither
the mahout nor the elephant perceived them, nor did they
know the tigers were there; so, patting the mahout on the
head, I got him to stop the clephant, and took a deliberate shot
at the nearest tiger, guessing for the shoulder. At the report
of the gun, I saw through the smoke a very large tigress
bounding along, away from me, whilst a smaller one crossed
to the right. What became of the third I did not see. The
tigress was growling and roaring as she bounded along, and I
thought she was the wounded one, so took another shot at
her and rolled her right over; but she picked herself up, and
with a magnificent bound disappeared into the loug grass.
There were a lot of villagers returning from fishing, and 1 had
to get them out of the way before following up such a
dangerous beast as a wounded tiger. This delayed me a
little while, and I then followed up the trail; but though I
searched for an hour I could not find the slightest clue to her
whereabouts, and 1 thought she had sneaked away along the
bed of a nullah, which was close by. I was in such a rage.
It is not often that one comes upon three tigers standing
quietly together to be shot, and to think I had not killed one!
I began to abuse the mahout, and told him to go back and
teke up the trail afresh ; but he said, “ Sahib, you have killed
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one; the last you fired at is another, and that has escaped ; but
one is lying dead.” I did not believe him; he was the funky
mahout. So after calling him all the abusive names I
could think of I told him to take up the last tigers
tracks. Of course he dodged me and took me up to the spot
I had fired from at first, and sure enough there lay a tiger
stone-dead. e bud fallen so suddenly, and my attention
being attracted by the other two, I had not noticed that he
was killed by my first shot; and by the noise the tigress
made [ made sure she was the ome I had fired at. 1
measured him; he was only eight feet long, cvidently the
elder of the two with the tigress. In front of the tiger Iy a
small marsh-deer, and on my mahout getting down to secure
it, it bounded away unhurt, till a shol from me laid it low,
My own idea is that the tigress and elder brotler were
giving the hopeful of the flock a lesson in providing its own
food, and that the deer had been felled by the smallest of the
tigers, and that all three were standing over it, admiring the
little one's dexterity, when I interrupted them. I did not
look any longer for the tigress, as I thought she had
escaped.

February 26th.—1 hunted the whole country after rhino.
ceros, particularly after the wounded one, but did not sce a
single one, I could not go a quarter of & mile in any direc-
tion without striking the fresh trail of one; but follow it up
as long as T might I could not track the brute to its lair. I
got into the midst of several herds of marsh-decr, and killed
seven, and lost two in a very stupid way., One I left for
dead, but it was goue when I came back for it an hour after-
wards. Another had apparently its back broken, and could
only roll head over heels; but it fell into the dry bed of a
nullzh, and when I got there it had disappeared.

February 27th.—1 started for Koliabar to-day, and thought
I'd try for deer en routr. 1 made straight for where 1 had
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scen the tigers the day Lefore, and on nearing the spot up
flow a lot of vultures out of a patch of long grass. Iwentup
expecting to find the wounded thinoceros dead, but found it
was the tigress; she had never mnoved after the last bound
she gave, and 1 had passed within a few yards of her, never
{hinking she was lying there dead. IIer skin was spoilt, but
1 secured the head; so 1 had not done so badly after all, as
1 bad killed two out of the three, each with one ball. En
route 1 shot a couple of deer. I saw lots of buffaloes, but did
not fire at them. Reached Koliabar and put up with Tye, a
tea-planter.

February 28th.—Halted to-day and went out with Tye,
who had shot many tigers here, and had also been very suc-
cessful with other game. He had some fine bison heads
‘hanging up, which he had killed in his own garden. We had
news of several kills, and went to them, but could not find
the tigers. We then went in for general shooting; Tye mado
some capital shots, killing two hog-deer and a butfalo.  Tonly
killed ene buffalo.  We tried for rhinoceros, and though their
marks were plentiful enough we could not find them.

February 29th.—Tye and I went out agasin this afterncon
after rhinoceros. We came to where they had been feeding the
night before, but they were non est; where they can have gone
to 1 can't imagine. Tye and 1 separated, the latter to beat
over a larger extent of ground. I was away at least six
miles from any village, in a dense grass-jungle, and I came
across a large herd of buffaloes. My attendant, an inhabitant
of these parts, wanted me to fire at the nearest; but for-
tunately I am not very keen about killing buffaloes, so waited
behind a clump of grass till they were close to me. Some
sat down in pools, aund I did not like their looks, so without
firing, I pushed my elepbant right into their widst, and not a
buffalo moved. They were a herd of tame cows, turned out by
the villagers to be covered by the wild bulls, and there was
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nobody looking after them. Going home 1 cawe across a
wild herd and killed two. I also shot some swall game. 1
bought Tye's two elephants; onc was a beauty, and very
staunch, but had a younyg one with her. The other had been
a fair elephant in its day, but its tail had been wrenched off
by a wild clepbant, and it had been severely cut by a rhino-
ceros when it was out shooting with Tye's assistant, with
whom, odd to say, | had gone home in 1866, and who gave
me a map of this part of the country, when I never expected
to be sent to Assam. This elephant was very good for
baggage, but no use for shooting.

Marck 1st.—Rode to Deopani, expecting to meet the Super-
intending Engineer and his brother, but there was no news of
them, This is a beastly hole ; very little clearance, and any
amount of ticks and musquitoes, and bad water.

March 2nd.—So returned to a nice open spot on a river,
five miles on the Koliabar side of Gotemgah. I was kept
waiting here a whole week, and went out afier rhiuo-
ceros every day, to a marsh close by. 1 pul up one or two of
them, but did not see one the whole time,—the grass was
too high and thick. Marks of elephants were also very
plentiful. After the jungles have been burnt, this must be a
good place for sport. At last the Superintending Engiceer
arrived, and we marched back to Gowhatty. Near Nawgong
I killed three buffaloes and one alligator, T had work south,
and the 27th April found me at Luckeepore, in company
with the Superintending Engineef and Colonel Comber, the
Deputy Commissioner. We shot a few duck, partridges, and
pea-fowl, en route. The zemindar, or rajah, as he is more
commonly called, of this place, is a very enlightened native
for this part of the world. He is very obliging, and has built
two or three bungalows for the use of travellers. His palace
i a regular curiosity-shop, which he is very fond of showing
to passers-hy. He has & large shed of elephants, amongst
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them the one tusker * Muinah,” already mentioned. Hisg
son, a lad of twenty, has been very successful as a sportsman,
having cleared the country all round of rhinoceros and buffa-
loes and tigers; but he is a bit of a poacher for all that,
Mounted on Mainah, and armed with a single-barreled
cannon, carrying a 6-oz. ball, he goes out on mooulight nights,
when the rhinoceros are feeding, and do not suspect danger,
and firing into one, he does not follow it up if it be ouly
wounded, but leaves it to his shikarees to retrieve hereafter,
which they generally do. In this way, in about six weeks he
killed, T believe, thirty-four rhinoceros and ten tigers, besides
other game, and has depopulated these jungles as fur as game ig
concerned, Only a few years ago Captains Cocks and Bunbury
had, in a month's trip in these jungles, killed no end of rhine-
ceros, tigers, and elephants; but you may hunt for a month
now and get nothing. The rajub has some fine rhinoceros
horns and elephant tusks, all killed by his son. e killed
one very fine tusker, a good hundred yards off, with his single-
barrel cannon, by a shot behind the shoulder. This mode of
shooting has ruined these jungles. One wounded beast
allowed to roamn about does more harm than a dozen killed
outright; and animals cither desert that purt of the country,
or are so wide awake that it is impossible to approach them,
A few months before our arrival “ Mainah,” the one-tueker,
had, single-handed, overcome a magnificent mucknah ; he was
the handsomest beast I ever saw, and close upon eleven feet in
height. He was already sufficiently docile to kneel down,
but the poor brute was very weak, as they had been starving
bim to render him doeile, and 1 fear had overdone it. The
poor thing’s legs were a mass of sores from ropes, with which
he had been fastened. The rajah had been offered 5,000 Rs.
for it, but unfortunately for himself he refused, as the animal
died some two months after we left. Talking of this reminds
me that there was an elephant in the Burpettah district so



ABOUT ELEPHANTS, 109

famous as a shikaree and koonkie, that Jung Bahadoor seat a
captain and a party of men to buy him for the Duke of
Edinburgh’s shooting trip, and they only sueceeded in deing
so after paying 18,000 Rs, for him, the highest price, I
fancy, ever peid for one elephant. Comber got the loan
of “Mainah.” 1 stuck to Lutchmee, but had the funky
mahout with me; and although the man could behave at
times uncommonly well, yet he was never to be depended
upon, and I never took him if T expected to find either rhino-
ceros or tigers; but as I could not get Sookur 1 had to put up
with him.

On the 29th April Comber and I went out, intending to
shoot anything we came across. The country had been rather
overburnt. About a mile from the village, in the open
marshy ground, we came upon a boar, and Comber made
some pretty shots at it ; but, though hard hit, we lost it. We
then saw a marsh-deer with a broken leg, and whilst we
were consulting together whether we should go after it and
shoot it, my clephant began to trumpet in a peculiarly pitiful
manner, and 1 kuew she smelt a tiger. She was as good as
a pointer in some respecta. I called out to Comber to look
out. We immediately formed line, and beat carcfully for-
ward, and one elephant after the other began to trumpet, and
were very backward in advancing. Although the grass had
been well burnt, the stalks of the long grass had only been
charred, and were still standing, and through them we saw &
tiger stealing away. I took a snap-shot, but missed ; it then
bounded along, and Comber fired, but also missed. It then
ran down & nullah and up the other side; we got a glinipse
now and then ; I then fired and hit it through the thigh; she
gave a roar and disappeared. We formed line and crossed
the nullah, the elephants wonderfully steady. We beat along
very carefully, and had not gone far when the tigress, as she
proved to be, charged us viciously, picking out Mainah, the



11 SPORT IN ASSAM, THE COSSYAH HILLS, ETC.

largest elephant, as the object of attack. (Comber and T re-
served our fire till she was within a few paces, then, firing
together, we Tolled her over. Not an elepbant moved. She
picked herself up as quick as lightning, ran back a few yards,
and then came at us again. This time she singled out my
elephant, but a right and left from me, and a shol from
Comber, sent her to the right-about. She ran down the bauk
of the nullah, swam the river, and as she ascended the oppo-
site bank I tolled her over. She wus a small beast, only
eight feet long. The serimmage, whilst it lasted, was o very
pretty one, and every elephant behaved admirably, We
padded her and sent her home.  We then continued our beat,
and disturbed nothing but hog-deer; but the grass was so
heavy we never got fair shots at them. We then came across
a herd of buffaloes, but as there was not a decent horn
amnngst them we let them go unmolested. Further on
Comber floored a marsh-deer; but she picked herself up and
ran towards me, and when about twenty yards off stood still
looking at me. I raised my heavy No. 10 Lang rifle, and
siming between her eyes, fired. The only result of my shot
was & white seam on the deer's head, extending along the
whole scalp. The poor beast never wmoved, so, firing the
second barrel at the chest, I killed her; but why the first shot
did not kill, or at least stun her, has ever been a puzzle to me.
We then breakfasted, and afterwards went off to the rhino-
ceros ground. 1t was a great pity the jungles had been
burnt to the extent they were. There was one unburnt pateh
surrounded on three sides by a nasty deep treacherous nullah,
over which we had great difficulty in getting. On ascending
the bank, in a bit of open ground, we saw a rhinoceros, but
it tao had seen us, and was off befors we could fire. Tt ran
across the river, and recrossed it further up, and got into the
densest. part of the cover. We followed un, and were nearly
coming to grief in the bed of the river, which was all but a
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quagmire ; but after struggling till our howdahs were nearly
shuken ofl, we got ou to the other side. IHHere a rhinoceros
dodged us, by hiding till we had passed, and then charging
Tye's elephant without a tail, which, us has been already
said, had formerly been severely cwt by a rthinoceros. This
sent the elephant flying, and it went head feremost into the
nullah, where it stuck some time before it could extricate
itself, and where it serceched all the while. It now began to
rain in torrents, and Comber aud I got soaking wet. We
tried several dodges to force the rhinocercs to break, but they
knew better, and kept dodging backwards and forwards in
grass twenty feet Lhigh. Once we made sure we had got one
of them, as we heard an animal cross the nullah and come
towards us; but it turned out to be a bull buffalo with fair
horns; and we let him go. We were getting cold and cramped,
and finding it hopeless to induce the rhinoceros to break, we
left them and hurried home.

April 30¢h.—It rained incessantly all day, so we stopped
at home and cleaned the locks of our guns.

May 1st.—Comber and I went across country to Dhobree,
whilst our comrade went by the road. We put up lots of
deer, but did not bag one. We got into rhinoceros ground at
Tikri Killah; oue got up before me, but in such heavy grass
I did not see it. Comber came across one and rolled it over
dead, and called out to me to look out, as there was another
coming my way. As | saw some beast rusking through the
grass I fired a huphazard shot, and killed a three-parts grown
rhinoceros, for which I was very sorry, as it was of a nice size
to catch. We had not gone half a mile when I heard a rhino-
ceros grituting. Going towards the noise, I came upon a huge
animal, so large that, thinking it might be an clepbant, I
hesitated to fire; but on the noise being repeated T fired
a right and left into the mass, which fell on its knees, then
recovered itself, and went off screeching, and I full pelt
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after him. Dut, fast as my elephant is, T had not a chauce,
and one of the largest rhinoceros 1 ever saw soon distanced
me, and as it was going in the opposite direction to our camp
I could not afford the time to go on searching for it. We
saw only hog-deer and partridges after this, and near camp 1
killed a florikan. We found our tents pitched near a nice
tank, on high ground, and beautiful open country all round;
quite different from other parts of Assam. Comber got a deer
and a few partridges to-day; 1 only the florikan and a
peacock.

May 2nd.—Comber and I a8 usual shol our way across
country.—The whole country lovely for riding; but we had
neither horses nor spears with us; indced this was my first
trip this way. The pigs were very numerous, lying out in
the open, and very pugnacions. We wanted food for our
Cacharecs, 50 shot a couple of boars. 'We should not have
done so had we not wanted food, and had no means of riding
these piga: but I never saw such riding ground in all my
life. We left this and got into heavy grass, and Comber put
up two rhinoceros out of a mud-hole. He followed one, and
1 cut off the other; fairly ran it down on Lutchmee, and
killed it with two shots. Comber's escaped. We saw lots of
marsh-deer to-day.

On reaching the river's bank, we got on to a chur, or
island, and a villager told us & tiger had killed a cow that
morning near a tank. He took us to the spot, and sure
enough there were the remains of a cow but recently killed ;
but where could the tiger be? as, with the exception of a
fringe of long grass round the tank, there was not any cover
where a cat could hide ; so we made sure of getting this tiger,
which had been fired at once or twice previously. We thought
we had him in a trap. We most carefully beat all the grass
round the tank, to the very end, without seeing anything, and
thinking the tiger had crossed over to some neighbouring
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chur, and just then a deer getting up, I fired two shots at it.
My first went through its car, the next floored it, and whilst
we were clustered round it, Comber’'s mahout called out “ the
tiger:” We all looked up, and bounding along, in the perfect
open, was & magnificent tiger; but he disappeared down the
bank and was out of shot before we could pick a rifle up!
He had been lying under a solitary bush, in the open, watch-
ing a lerd of cattle feeding towards him, and had allowed
us to pass him within fifty yards without moving, and ouly
bounded away on hearing my shots and our talking together
over the fallen deer.  We hunted him everywhere, blit did
not see him again. We shot some florikan and two swall
deer to-day, and reached Dhoobree just before dark, and
returned to Gowhatty by steamer.

Towards the end of the month T was out on an
inspection tour on the north bank at a place called Kum-
blepore, where there was not much jungle. The villagers
came and asked me to kill some buffuloes, that had taken
possession of & cane-brake in the midst of their village,
and Lad gored several people. I was disinelined to go
out, ag I don't care for buffalo-shooting, und I had cut my
middle finger nearly to the bone firing heavy charges at
rhinoceros and buffaloes, and funked pulling a triczer; Lut
the people were £0 earnest that 1 went out. Before I reached
their village, in an open bheel, I came acress the first hull
buffalo; he did not seem to mind me a bit, hut let me get
within sixty yards, and then walked towards me shaking his
head. I let him come to within forty vards, then floored him
with a shot in the chest, but he picked himself up and ran
across me all abroad. I made a good shot and rolled him
over dead. They then took me to a cane-brake, with a village
on either side. This was a horrible place, very marshy, and
Tull of not only long grass, but the rattan-creeper, through
which it is almost impossible for an elephant to go. In this
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1 saw two buffuloes. After a short chase, during which my
howdah twice nearly came to grief, owing to the rattang
catching it across the front, T Killed ene and wounded the
other very severely ; but it could get through the cane-brake
faster than I could, aud went across the plain, avd eventunally
into grass twenty feet Ligh, whera T left it,



