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RIINOCEROS,

OxE day in spring, when although, and perhaps because,
we had as yet had no rain, the heat was more over-
poweringly great than it was in summer, fowr of us fonnd
oursclves late in the alternoon on the brink ol aosmall waler-
hole, and in a few seconds afterwards cach individual was
lying in the deep mud which survounded the Tukewirm
and benstly stull that, though composed of every nastiness
under heaven, we dignified with the name of water, and
which we were at that particular moment only too glad
to get.

W had left our camp on the Black _Umfolosi on the
previous morning, and had gone to slecp at a place some
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twenty miles distant, where the native who guided us
had assured us we should find plenty of water, as well as
the buffalo we were after; but on getting there at sunset
we found the hole dricd up, ouly about, o breakfast-cap-
ful of liquid mud being procurable after digging as decp
as we conld without o spade, and in consequence we were
foreed to sleep the whole night, and hunt the whole of the
next day without a drop to deink, until, when nearly
exhausted after upwards of thivty Jours without being
even able to moisten our tongrues, we had seen the fresh
track ol grune that, ultimately Tanded us il this wader-hole,

It was alveady so late, and the sullerings we had all
undergone without water under that Iroiling sun had so
fatigued us, that it was determined we should sleep where
we woere, and not attempt to reach cunp that  night,
especially as, having killed nothing, and theve being plenty
of fresh spoor nbout, we were in no particular Ianry to
reburn. now hat we had found water 5 all places heing
much alike to hunters so long as there Is game to be
found. Two of my conurades therefore started off in
different directions Lo look for food, and T did the same,
as soon us L lid pointed out to the boy who carried iy
mat the spot. to form the camp in.

At first 1 followed some of the hullalo-tracks which
were so  numerous, but afler going o little distance T
found that they joined, and the footprint of one of the
hunters warning me that he was already alter them, and
that it would be uscless for me to go further, I tuwrned off
into the thickets and glades in search of anything that
might be feeding, and just at dusk I saw a white cockod-
up tail about twenty yards ofl.  The thicket was too dense
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for me to see anything more, and covering it, 1 fired
without any idea of what the animal might be.  As the
snoke cleared I ran forward and saw an nkonka, or
male bush-buck, running round in o circle, cvidently
stupified by the shot, and as I had leawrned by denr-
bought experience that they nre nusty beusts for charging,
I thought I would rather waste another bullet than go
up to it as it was. I afterwards found that the first baldl,
entering exactly where it was aimed, had piereed right
through the animal and had come out ab the chest. 1t
fell Lo the second, and then 1 had the hard task of curry-
ing it to camp, and o an ukonka s generally supposed
to be a good load for two, and | Lhave seen four men
carrying the larger specimens found in the heavy timbor
jungles, it may be hmagined that my chest and arms
ached for some time after I had thrown it down. It was
lucky that [ hiad come across this antelope, for half an
Lour after my return the two hunters cune in cmpty-
handed, saying that the herds of buftalo they had respee-
tively been after had not remuined in the neighbourhood,
but had crossed the open and gone in the direction of the
hLills; and indeed in this hot dry weather they would be
sure to make for the highest ground, only coming down
to drink.

Our camp was a primitive onc in all ways, for I had
been guided in choosing it chicefly by the sight of o dead
tree, the ncurness of which would save our one boy a good
deal of trouble in getting firewood. 1 had not, however,
while doing so, altogether forgotten my wood craft, and
from the other side of the umtombe tree under which it
was placed, it was impossible to see our camp-fire, so that
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wlu'mtevcr game might come to the water-hole to drink
during the night would not be disturbed by its glare.
Several small bushes grew round the trunk of thebtree
and those in the centre had been cut down and added t(;
the others, and when the fire was lighted and  the
.fslmul(lc,' and legs of the nkonka stuck on sticks round
1t to roast, it did not look by any means an uncomfortable
slecping-place, nor unpicturesque with the flame gleaming
on th.c barrels of the guns standing against the tree, and
lighting up the whole interior, while it made the enclosing
bushes look the blacker and thicker by contrast,

In wbout an howr the first shoulder was done, and the
boy brought it to me and stuek it up in front of me hy
means of the stick which L already been suprporting 1(
while J‘.():lHl}ll'lg, .:l.ll(l [, drawing my hunting-knife, and
sharpening o stick for o fork, was just in the act of
breaking my fast for the fivst. time that, day, when T heand
a sudden suceession of puflk, Tike w train Just starting, and
could distinguish the heavy foot-iall of some :1.nim:11.’ In
a sccond everybody was on Lis feet, and in another we
were all sernmbling up the teee, T T am sorry to swy, still
holding on to my shoulder of antelope, ;m(i oblivious of
the fact that 1 Lind lelt my gun down below,  We were
barely in time; indeed, i the rhinoceros had charged
straight up to the tree it must have anght me, bn(? it
was not necessary to go very high, and T was soon able to
watch its wovements.  Hardly ten sceonds had elapsed
since I had heawd the first warning puff, and now our
fire was scattored in every direction, and the vicious
animal was stamping upon it and everything clse it saw,
and squeanling with rage the whole time.  The meat Lad
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disappeared, some of it trampled into the ground, and
some thrown yards away by its feet; two great burning
logs of wood were smoking on the top of iy spread-oat
bed, il even from where T was T could smell the smoul-
dering blankets; the remaing of my wateraalabash were
lying in every divection, and everything in cunp, save my
gy, which the brute had not so o tonchied, was e or
fess destroyed. Ttowas enough Lo try any one’s lemper,
and T asked the man next me i his cun was londed, and
on getting an aflirmintive answer, Totold hime bo pross i,
over tooe, and propping noysell” npagaiost the trook o
prevent mysellt heing knocked down, for it was oy el
phani=gun of six to the pound, 1 aimed b the shoulder of
the tranpling and squealing beast, and pulled the tigger.
A stillness ollowed the veport for o sceond, and then a
Lenvy thud, amd after that violent stroggles on the
ground.  The other hunter had o double-barrel, and
emplick hoth of them into the strogeling miss helow
hing, but despite Uhe shots the Jrate regained its legs,
and went sway the moment after 1t did so; its vicions
temper inueh sobered by the treatment it had veeeived.
Ours were not, however, improved by the incident, and

ibowas adl T ocould do to prevent one of the Tainters, who

was almost specehless with rage ab losing his supper,
from giving chase on the spot. We lud, it is true, the
satisthetion of knowing that the upetyane, for it was ono
of those vicious representatives ol the * Black” species,
Lad reccived awound that would to some extent punish
Lim for his wnproveked attack, but a shoulder of antelope
wis not tauch among four onished men, for of conrse 1
shaved 16 with the others, and the loss of my water-eala-

bash was a serious one where it could not be replaced.
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I rather over-slept myself’ next morning, for the sun
was Just rising when I awoke, and T found that the two
hunters had started o fow minutes previously on the spoor
of the rhinoceros. Tt was not diflicult to follow them, as
the heavy dew on the long grass showed very plainly
where they had passed ; and as T could do so at a run,
while they Tiad to slowly pick out the toc-marks of the
animal, which, despite its great size, mukes but a faint
spoor on the hard ground, and ay the dew had since fallen,
rendoering it all the more difficult to do so, it was not Tone
before I overtook them.  The Dbeast was nots l,)lcudi,ng,
as indeced we hnd not expected, the thick indiarubber-
like skin closing so quickly over @ wound as Lo make
bleeding, cxeept in rare instances, next to impossible ;
but it was unsteady in its gait, and in more than one
place the marks on the ground showed that it had come
to its knces.  We therefore fancied it could not go far,
and hunted with the greatest cantion through the thickets
into which 1t had cutered, even though the general opinion
was that we should find it dead. ‘

We passced several places where it had stood under the
trees, and at last we came to where it had Iain down, and
where wo eould see that it had passed the night, and had
not left until daybreak.  The spoor was now casy to
follow ; indeed, it was not neeessary to look ot it mueh,
for once assured we were ©llowing the right animal, the
broad trail of where it hasl brushed the dew ol enabled us
to go after 1t as fast as we liked.  Therc was no question
either of whether we should find it alive or not, ag, facing
the open, it hud gone straight across, a distance of some
two miley, hending for o line of thick bashes that bordered
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an old water-course beyond, and if it had strength to do
this, there was no doubt it would also have strength sufli-
cicnt to make itsell’ very formidable when we found it
As we neared the edge of these trees, the wind, which had
hitherto been coming in little puils from cvery point of
the compass, conld e felt blowing on ome backs, rendering
it no longer sade to follow the animal by its spoor, and we
had thercfore to turn off, and, keeping well out on the
flat, to go down the water-course for halt w mile, and
then, crossing it, to go for about three times that, distance
up il, when we concluded that the rhinoceras was probably
lying somewhere between us and the spot at which its
spoor had entered, o mile lower down. The fringe of
Jungle which bordered the water-course on either side was
nowhere more than thirty yards across, and though, as i
all semi-moist. positions, there were a good number of
evergreen bushes, which made some spots very gloomy
and dark, yet on the whole it was pretty open, and had
a faie sprinkling of trees casy to elimb, and sulliciently
Javge to protect one even from so powerful an animal,

It was decided that T and one hunter should scarch the
ground on the side ¢n which 1t had entered, while the
other should keep parallel with us on the opposite side ay
well ay ho condd, and that, i possible, whoever found it
first. should warn the others of his having done so hy
making the bird-call in common use among hunters, and
on this understanding we entered the thicket.  When we
had gone about half a mile, my companion, who wag nearer
the waler-course thun I, called me with a low whistle, and
on gmn«r 1.0 the spot 1 found him bending over the fresh
imprint. of & rhinoceros’s foot, though he was uncertain

e
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whether it had been made by the one that we were after
or by another. I was, however, able to scb that question
at rest ab once, us one of the toes of the wounded beast
was unusually snuadl, and this wis undoubtedly the sume
animal.

1t had come from helow, and here, turning on ity track,
had gone hack agin —aomanaenvee Uhat proved to any one
who had before scen instances of this animals cunning
that it was thinking of lying down, and was taking this
precantion in case any one should follow it The other
hunter was soon bronght, to our side by meang of
whistle that resembled the accentuntion of the \\'Ul'(JH,

“Mena, nangu mzila-ho,”  1lere, here’s the spoor,” and

leaving Lim to do the t wking, we searched the ground
on uthcr side, but a few yards in front, until the low chirp
of a rhinoceros-bird struck owr cars, upon which we left
the spoor, and, joining, stole up towards the sound.
Guided by the contimued clirping, we kept on nntil 1
made out the loom of the animal lying in a bare spot. in
the shade of a thick thom-tree.  There was another
thorn-tree between us and it and, molioning to the
Kadliry to follow me in single file, I glided towards it,
sheltering myself hebind its trunk, and La rdly daring to
breathe for fear of disturbing the watchful bivds, At last
we all three knelt down behind it not ten yards from the
unsuspicious hrute, and, in the lowest of whispoers, I told
the one who had a double-harrel to five at it as it lay
simultancously with myself, so that we should aJl have .IL
shot left when it rose. It was lying on its knees, nearly
broadside to uy, its Jong protruding snout turned in the
diveetion of its upward spoor, and ity bare black hide
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glistoning where the sun’s rays, penctrating the thick
thorns, danced upon it. T aimed at the shoulder, it being
so near Lhat T eould pick out the exact spob that T thought
would be fatal, while my comrade took it in the head,
having a crotehet that there was some vulnerable spot
there.

Smoke always hangs long in jungle, but the moment,
after we fired our cars warned us, and we sprang into the
tree with our sceond barrels undischarged, while the
other hunter, who had waited to plant his ball in the
brute’s chest, barely eseaped by dodging to one side of
the tree as it passed on the other, There was just tLime
to send another bullet after it before it disappeared, and
then we all got down, and, wlter reloading, prepared to
follow it.
galloping ; but when, after about half a mile, it reduced

This was all very well so long as it kept

its puce on cntering w large thorn jungle to a walk, and
hegan Lo stand about, come back on its spoor for ten
yards, make short parallel lines, and, in a word, do cvery-
thing that its cunning suggested to lead us astray or
within its reach, it beeume frighifully dangerous, and
after o short time its spoor hecame such a labyrinth of
converging civeles, some larger and some smaller, that,
besides the difficulty it caused in tracking it, it made the
visk to oursclves so great thut I thought it my duty to
ask the men whether they cuwed to go on, and though
they both answoered in the allimative, they urged the
advisubility of our leaving it aloue for a while, so as to
alluy its suspiciousness, and allow time for its wounds to
gebstitl 1o this I agreed, though rather doubtful whether

any lapse of thne would misdse an animal with seven balls
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in it much less suspicious, suggesting that. meanwhile we
should make sure that it had not left this jungle, and
that they should walk round on one side while T examined
the other, and thig being decided upon, we separated,

I had not gone very fur when 1 caume across o track,
which a few scconds’” examination proved was that of the
identical animal, which, after lenving o maze of gpoor that
would take hours for us to unvavel, had taken itscl ['straight
off to another cover, to which [ at once followed it, only
to find that after standing about in severul places it had
left it also, and gone on. No doubt the pain it was in
rendered it restless, and as in the dircetion it now took
there were only a few scattered bushes for some miles, 1
thought thut the chase scemed likely to be o long one.
On reaching the fiest cluinp, however, T fonnd that it had
stood there also for some time, and had wundered about
round it, probably with the hdention of lying down;
though it occurred Lo me that its taking to the flat might
be only a stratagem, the belter to enable it to sce Ly
one approaching, and that T ought to be carvelul in going
near similar places.

1t was indeed lucky that the thought had entered my
mind ; otherwise it is more than prohable that 1 should
have walked heedlessly on, never dreaniing of any danger
in the open, until I had plweed myself within its reach
for, as I gob near the very next clunmp, it struck mo that
the shadow wus wnnaturally deep in one spot, and there
being no tree of any size closer in J sat down by the one
by which I was, and, after watching the suspicious place
for some minutes, 1 determined to try the efleet of o shot,
as, even il L was mistaken, it would serve to guide the

F
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hunters to me. I therefore covered the blackost part of
the shadow and pulled the trigger, and in another second
the rhinoceros, for it had been it after all, wus charging
straight towards me. There was no particular hurry, as
the tree was an casy onc to climb, and T waited until it
was within fifteen yards before 1 fired again ;o the white
flake on its chest where the big hullet hadalready entered
scrving as a mark. T could hear the clap of the ball as it
struck, but it did not take the slightest notice of it, and
for the third time [ had to take vefuge ina tree. This
time, however, it did not go so fur, but pulling up when
about three hundred yurds oll) it walked under w thorn

and stood, 1ts wounds ab last evidently besinning to tell

o

upon it.

At this moment Tsiw the two hunters hastening towards
me, having heard the shots, and T had to jump down and
wave and shout at them before they saw the danger they
were running into, though, even when they walkod up to w
tree within two hundred yards of the beast, it remained
quiet and took no notice of them. The moment Lwas loaded
I went towards it ; there were Lwo Grees intervening, one
about hall” way, the other filty yurds nearer, and it was an
anxious moment as I crossed the open towiards the first,
for had it chiarged then, it must have cought e, Just as
[ gnined the shielter, the unters, who had probably been
waiting for me to do so, fired, ncither of their bullets,
however. touching the animal, and only causing it to wheel
half yound with o stamp of 1ts foot wnd bring its body
broadside to we. T knew that T eowdd hit it from where 1
wag, but one hundred and fifty yards is o long way in fiving

at large game, and 1 thought L would try wid reach the next

S re gt v
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tree, and so lessen it by w third before T made the attempt ;
s0, stealing out fora few yards, T made o sudden rush, and
succeeded inmy object, though it saw me, and probably
feehing too sick fur adownright charge, trotted out as if to
meet me, halting when about half-way. Tt was now facing
me, libtle more than fifty yards oft and covering the chest |
again fived, this time hringing it to the ground, and before
I reached the spot it had ccased to strugple. Tt is notice-
able that this shot, so suddenly fatal in its results, was
the third aimed at the chest, and it shows how little trast
caun be placed oncacsingle hullet to stop or turn one of these
animals, unless by accident.

Lt is not here nocossary Lo discuss ab length the as yob
undecideld l[llv.\'tiun of Lhe nomber of distinet, .*:Iu'u]v.w af’
rhivoceros tound in Afviea, though T hope to do so at some
futwre time,  As far as my experience and inquiries have
gone, [ belicve, in nceordince with the reeorded opinions
of mwost tenvellers and sportsmen who have given nny
attention to the subject, thal there are four,—two of the
so-called ““ white,” and two of the “black.” This distine-
tion, however, of Dlack und white, seems to e misleading
and misapplicd, all vhinoceros being of the same colour,
nanely, o peciline shade of brown, or, if any difference
does exist, it heing in R bicornis possessing a tinge of red.
That to different observers, and in different localities, they
do appear to b of different colowrs—DBaldwin mentions a
blue kind—is undoubted, but, exeept any shght variation
that may locally exist, from the animal, as in Darwin's
theory of protective resemblance, conforming to the pre-
vailing colour of the district it inhabits, a1l such cuses may

be referved o oulwnrd cireumstances, such as the position
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of the sun, or the kind of mud they may have been rolling
in last, and partly, no doubt, to the age and sex of the
animal.  Tn excmplification of this I iy mention that I
have watched a bull of R. simus trotting past in the full
glare of the mid-day sun, and it has appeared to me almost
white, while after following the same animal up, and finding
it feeding with the long shadows of evening on it, its colour
has then seemed to be, as it really is, o deep brown.

ows :—R.

bicornis, otherwise known as the horele, or upetyane;

These four species 1 would  class i

R. Keitloa. the keitloa of the west, and wmnkombe tovote
of the cast; R. simus, the moholin of the Beehnmanas,
and the umkave, or umkombe woqobo of the Amazulu
and Amatonga tribes: and Tast of all the Kelumane,
which, though I claim for it the position of « distinet
species, and believe that 1 am able to fully prove that
claim, has not as yet received a scientific nume or recog-
nition from naturalists,  There s yet another species
—the R. Oswellil, or kabaobu,—and il' indeed it is not
merely a variety of R. simus, as Lam inclined to believe,
it would follow that there arc five kinds to be found on
the continent.

The first two mentioned are those known as the “black,”
the latter as the “white.”  Of these R. bicornis (though
why it should distinctively bu named the “two-horned,”
when all African rhinoceros arc equally so, is not very
clear) is the smallest, most savage, and most to be dreaded.
I consider it the most dungerous of all African game, and
thousands of anecdotes might e related of its morose and
vicious disposition, similar to the one alrendy mentioned

of its scatlering my camp-fire.
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R. Keitloa, which would better deserve the name of
two-horned, ns its back horn, which in other species is a
mere stump, is in it of almost equal length with that in
front, is o less common and better-tempered  species
slightly differing in its conformation, especially about thoj
!10:1,(1, from the last, which it also surpasses in size, though
its chief’ characteristic is in the above-named peculiarit
of the horns. o

k. szmu.\:, the common white vhinoceros, is the largest
of all, and is remarkable for the greab length the front
hf)m grows to, ns well as for s gentle and moffensive
disposition.  The kalumane differs fron the other species
in three important particulars : fivst ly, in its horns, whicl,

.though following the conformation of L. Shnus, never :L’[:L:l.i]l'
to the same size sceondly, in its nieasurements, which

while considerably inforior to those of the commion whitc,
are greater than those of the other two species, while it 1:.
to be noted that it possesses, though in o less murkd
dcgrco, the .lung and prehensile upper lip which charae-
terizes R. bicornis and K. Keitloe - thirdly, i its food, for

t¥10ugh }"n'cl'cl'ring, as was to be expected from the I"c,»;'mn:
tion of its snout, the young tender shoots and leaves of
thorns, it also resembles R, simus in consuming large quan-
tities of grass.  In its disposition it would scem to combine
the characteristics of the other species 3 seldom chareine
without provocation, hut (lisplnying great ferocity wcilc:;
roused, and it may also he gaid to be the most gregarious
herds oi from five to fifteen being by no means rare. R,
Oswelliz, which in other points resembles R, simus. is con-
sidercd to be n distinet species, from its front hm'n’, which

18 straight sunlly e mnling
wght and unusually Jong, pomting forward at an



86 LARGE (GAMIE CHAR L

acute angle instead of standing erevt {from the snout, and
is only found fir to the north, though L have come across
specimens presenting the sume pecaliority i aomoditied
form within three hundred miles of’ the coast.

No rhinoceros can fairly hoe called o lindsoms antmal ;
its long protruding head and neck, the total length of
which is almost eqnal to thiad of Che entive body, with the
horn—tor the back stump may he dgiored, and indeed 13
not visible Mo o front view-—set, like that of the fubul-
ous unicorn, in the centre, its greal uncouth cars, and
small cunning eye, the atter of which s placed fir lower
down than that of any other quadraped, and the anwicldy
size of the gread cavcase sot on such short legs, ntterly
depriving it of any claim to such a title. The great
white species, however, which possesses all these charne-
teristics in their Jeast unpleasing form, and which in size
nearly approaches 1o an clephant, is certainly a noble
animal when scen, as it often is in undisturbed regions,
quictly grazing amid all the bewnties of tropicad vegeta-
tion, lopping up with its tonzue the rank grass in huge
wouthfuls, aud o whole flock of dhinoceros-hivds perched,
hall asleep, or Lazily picking off wn oceasional tick, on its
browd back, while, it may T, adittle hornless el nTndi-
erous miniature of its mother —runs between its legs, and
is gently gaided forward by the maternnd snont, Such
seenes often oeetr towads evening in the broad hottoms
through which the vivers run, or on the cdge of some
witer-hole to which the animal is going to quench its

by

thirst alter the long heak of the day.
Knowing no fear itsclf, and harmless towords  all

antials bt man, it approaches the waterin company with

a
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wild beasts of every description. Sometines T have scen
a troop of lons wallk past an old bull with its mouth
hurted tn the pool, and laying themselves down, commence
to lap the water within « few yards of lum, cither party
scemingly unconscions of the other’s existence 5 sometimes
I have scen a herd of the beautifully striped koadoos spring
away in alarm as theirsharp ears canght the heavy footfall,
only to return to the water as the grumbling ill-tempered
npetymie came into sight, ploughing up the gronnd in
long furrows ag it pawed it with its foot, after the manner
of savage halls, but, hardly inaking the antelopes stir as
he walked past them into the centre of the pool, and, after
drinking. hegan 4o voll in ity his great enrcase forming
deep hollows in the soft wud, and ot times nothing but
his hideous pig-like head protrading from the water. In
winter, when most of the pools have dried up, and more
especindly in onrly spring, ol the end of September or
beginning of October, hefore the rains have come, and
when the heal bas already become great, the game con-
gregates wherever {there s water, and as thinoceros are
extremely Tod of rolling i soll i) i s to such holes
as retoin water that they go, in preference to the rivers.
G, zebiny, cland, cond other open flat-loving antelopes
favour the sartoe spots, and just as the san is sctting, or at
early dawn, the st wonderful herds of mixed gnane may
be seen converging from all points of the compass to somie
waber-hole, perlips the only one within iradins of ftwenty
miles.  Among the antelopes and zebra there 1s always o
timid suspicion that their great. enemy the Tion may be
concealed near the spot, wnd T have scen half & dozen

rhinoccroses: eome down Lo the waler in succession, drink
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and roll, and go away again 5 the white specics to feed on
the rich grass, often within o few yards of where T Iy
concealed, waiting for buftido, and the others to scek their
food among the dense ukaku thickets 5 while great herds
of g and zebra, with perhaps asprinkling of elind, stood
three or four hundred yurds off and watehed them, feartul
of appronching nearer so long s the wind, blowing from
them to the water, put it out of their power o decide
whether there wis danger in so doing + and there they
have stood almost, motionless, Loo thirsty to graze, till newr
midnight, looking weird enough in the cabn moonlight, tll,
their thirst conguering their prudence, they would come
forward, halting cvery lifty yards, and even sometimes
wheeling away in a panic that had originated with the
gou, till at last, us the foremost entered the water, those
behind would quicken their pace, and jostling forward, the
whole pool would be covered with them, the gurgling
sound from hundreds ol thivsty throats sounding strange
in Lthe stillness 1 then, unless —despairing of buffalo—1 fired
at them, the whole herd would retire, and, when the genss
was good, feed all round me for hours, fresh troops oceu-
sionally arriving to quench their thirst, and somclimes the
saane returning o second time before going off to the great
fluts where they would spend the duy.

Watching water-holes was always o very favourite
mode of passing the night with me, especially during the
warm spring evenings (for it is often chilly after the sun
has set during winter), when there was suflicient moon
to cuable me to see.  Many animals that one rarcly comes
across - the duay-time, such as wild dogs, hyenas, leo-
pads, panthers, jackals, and wild cuts of many kinds,
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used to come prowling about, and there was al ways the
charm of solitude and silence, broken only by the com-
panionship of wild animuls, and the many noises of a
tropieal wight, svhile one never knew what, gane to expect,
as, from the lion to the timid impalla, or little duiker ante-
lope, all came at different, times to drink, and, us the mght
i to much of the brate ereation what the day 18 to us,
many i curious scene has come under my notice. increas-
ing my stock of natural history, while T have killed more
gamo during these solitary watches than daring all my
other hunting put together.

There was one particular pool ab whieh 1 spent many
nights, sometimes when the moonlight was so bright that
I could sce the gune approaching for several hundred
yards, but nore generally when T had only the light of
the stars to assist wmy aim, while at others, when heavy
thunderstorms covered the sky with black clouds, T could
only sce when the flashes of Lghtuing 1it up the seene.
I found that buflalo ond the lirger kinds of antelopes
avoided the water-holes during the bright moonlight, but
that it made no difference to rhinoceroses and to the other
kinds of antelopes, in common with the smaller carnivora,
while the thickest of o storm wax the time generally
chosen by the lions to make their appearance. T remember
once during o Tull in a thunderstorm hearing the cat-like
Lwpping of one of these great beasts, and when the next
flash came, | saw three of them crouched flat on the bank
still drinking.  Tlevelled my gun at the spot, and waiting
for the next flash, fired a snap-shot at the nearest, and
when the lightuing ciabled me to look again, they had

disappeared. T was sitting in the fork of a tree about six
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feet from the ground, and in ahout half an hour T heard
o rustling at my feet which continued for some time,
though, as the storm had passed, and it was piteh dark,
I could not see what made it, but next worning I dis-
covered by the speor that it had been a lion, and on fol-
lowing it back, T found thot it was the identical one 1
had fired at, and which, after making o detour, had come
to pay me a visit, and must, from the way the grass was
crushed, have been lying for some time within casy
springing distance of me.

The pool that T Tave mentioned wis one that, heing
fed by a spring, never dried up, and possessed such deep
clear water, that, the gnme coe tong distances Lo it, pre-
ferring 1t to the river, as heing cooler, TUwas abont Gfty
yiuds long, and surrounded by a fringe of Uhick cvergreens,
exeept ab the upper end, where 6 was shallow and muddy,
and where the animals entered it when they came o
drink. My hiding-place was in the thick brunehes of o
greab cabbage-tree, just opposite the spot where the bul-
fuloes gencrally stood when drivking, and ubout ten yards
Grom where the rhinoceroses were aceustomed  to roll,
On one occasion I ranained hiere without moving for two
nichts and a day, sleeping in the shade al the oot of the
tree during the noonday heat, and watching wll night 5«
piece of sun-dried meal T had brought with v supplying
me with food. This freak ereated great alamn inny camp,
as 1 had left it at carly dawn, before any one was awake ;
and though on the first night it was supposed that T had
killed some gmue and was sleeping by it, yet when another
day, followed by o night, passed without my appearing,
the genernd iden was that b had miet with some necident ;
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and when Iarvived T found that every one had gone to
search for me: and, as an instance of the wonderful spoor-
ing powers of some of the natives, 1 may mention that,
the ground having been softened by a shower that had
fallen: the previons evening, one of them followed me
through all the windings that T took while hunting on
the day 1 left cunp, and positively tracked me to the
water-hole where | Lad been,

On this oceasion T had unusually tood sport, killing
three rhinoceroses, two huftaloes, and hyena, and wonnd-
ing o waler-antelope, thit was alterwards gote | renched
the pool towards five o'clock, having noticed that
there was wgrent quantity of spoor o all kinds of game
that had heen there an the previous night, and as I knew
that the moon was nearly il and as the wind was also
fivowrable, I determined to wateh that night, though, on
most oceasions when L did so, T hronght, in addition to
my double breeeh-loader of ten to the pound, a large-
bored clephant-gun, that  did  great excention among
rhinoceros and buflalo, Gane might be expected to arrive
ab any moment after sixo o'cloek ;o and so, after spending
the interval in sitting at the foot of the tree, rising now
and then to watel the light of seme vhinoceros-hirds,
whose cry high up in the wir hidd eancht my car, and to
notice with satisfiction that they were coming from the
dircetion from which 1 expected sport, and that, after o
short absence. during which they were probably drinking
at the river, they passed back again, showing that they
were returning Lo the game, having seen none nearer, 1
climbed up, and took my seat on the convenient. arvange-

ment of besnches Lhal, Tadk originadly consed me to choose



02 LARGYE GAME CHATL L,

this tree, and having disposed the great cabbage-like
leaves, from which it takes its name, so as to conceal e,
I quictly waited.

In half an Lour there wag o rustle beside me, and a
little duiker antelope, its grey skin shining like silver in
the rays of the setting sun, stole down, and alter gazing
round it for a fow sceonds, stooped to drink, the reflection
of its head and tiny horns being quite plain on the surface
of the dark still pool, and then silently retired. A fow
minutes after another appeared on the opposite bank,
Lllowed by two more, and having satisficd their thirst,
returned to nibble the young shoots of grass i the glades
among the thickets where they lived. The next to arrive
were a puir of reed buck, mother and calf, which had no
doubt been lying in the long rank grass in the vlei” beyond,
and which, like all the smaller species of antelopes which
inhabit the thorn jungles in conmmon with the coast Lt
and the timber forests, were not nearly as large as those
found in the latter places.  The bush partridge, o species
of francolin, Iind for some time been utteving their grating
cry wmong the surrounding bushes, and now made their
appearance to drink, while dozens ol partridges of other
kinds, mingled with turtie-doves and paroquets, and the
little Tong-tailed pigeon, alighted on all sides, ablracied
by the common want.

Suddenly a commotion among them heralded  the
approach of somcthing larger, thongh my duller organs
Liad not as yet detected any sound ; and in o few minutes
o herd of koodoo walked up to the top of the bank and
stood, scanuing the ground—previous to descending,—for
At It an old doe, as 1

any sign of lurking danger.
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c.onld tell by her lighter colowr and gread size, walked
forward, her great thin ears flapping as she moved, and
the prominent eyes that are so renarkable among these
beautiful antelopes visible cven at this distance.  She
was followed by the whole Lerd, their movements OSSCHS-
ing that wonderful stillness that induces in the observer
a feeling that he is not looking at flesh and blood, Among
them was only one bull, excepting yearling with llﬂl‘ll‘ﬂ
not larger than those of un myala, who, L]ndnq'h he bl
allowed the wary old doe to o the \'ny,"m,» sooner
saw her reach the wiler in safety than, using his magni-
ficent horns to clear his path, he pushed his way t.l.n'(:u-'h
the rest, and advancing past them into the decper wut.zl',
stood, scemingly looking at his own reflection, within five
yards of me. I could count every whitc stripe that
marked his sleck skin, could notice the flaws in his horns
where hie had damaged them, vither in fighting, or ngningt
a tree, and I could see every wrinkle and serateh in his
great dark neck, and every line of his delicate limbs, 1t
was a sore temptation, and at a later hour T should cer-
tainly have given way to it; but as T did not know what
I might disturb, or how near the uger gune wight be, 1

allowed him to go unhurt,

Twilight in the tropics is of very short, duration, and
soon after this, the nvon having not as yet risen, it
became as dark as 16 ever s in that elowre atiosphere,
where myriads of stis of a magnitude unknown in this
country cover the sky, and where the planets shine so
brightly ag to throw a distinet and dark shadow, so that,
although I could now and then hear the rustling of small
animals as they pagsed on their way to the water, T could
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not distinguish their outlines. T'wo hom“s' passed hl‘u-;
thig, during which I anmsed myself by \\"n‘ml’x‘lng the huge
bats and goatsuckers as they skinnned“1‘~oun(1 e, and by
listening to a gront owl (Bube werrawiic) that h'.m,n., Ko
of the fissures of the mountain above me was mutating
the ery of the leopard with such precision that no one
unaceustomed Lo hear it could have detected the im-
b C.
pOStIL,UW:Ls, however, beginning to doubt whethm: I shonld
sce any gune before morning, a8 tl.m smaller antoals Tiad
adready mostly quenched their thirst, and Ll\m:q: \\':;s fn[)
sign of the larger ones, when 1 llu:u‘({ ) 1'mn'l»l|ug t'mt, |
know could onl y be produced by one of bwo animals, cl‘L[lul
an clephant or a rhinoceros, and as .therc h:‘ul been no f 1'031;
spoor of the former about for some time, .] rightly concludec
that it was the latter. 1t seemed to issuc {rom an open
glade between two thickets aboul sixty or seventy }:zmls
off, and 1 waited (or nearly hall i hour, dm'ir.lg which I
again heard the sound once or twice, momcnt‘;mly U)tljcbt:
ing to sco the animal appuar. Ab last, ]j35111g ]‘mtm]x’)c:(,,v
and suspeeting, ws wus really the ease, Ll‘m(, I’L had (lAN“,l i ab
o smaller pool helow me, and was now icudm'b:, I got downA
from the tree, and, stealing round the edge of the '\\.f:l,tcr, 1
passced through the adjoining thicket, and urch.{or\\':ml
The moon had been up for some time, hut

to its edge. o
and misty througle the moisture

was still Tooming large :
rising {rom the carth, and dircctl.y between me and 1‘LI
suw the great black outline of @ rhmom:-ms grazing broad-
side to me about forty yards ofl. I might no doubt have
fired from where T was, bul secing by the long front

Lior that 1 Liad to deal with une of the white species, and
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noticing a shrub within « few yards of it, T determined to
try and ercep in noearer, ag there was little foar of alarming
it if [ was careful, especially now when the watehful rhino-
ceros-birds were absent.

Ten minutes’ crawling sufliced to place me under the
lee of the shirub, which was of suflicient size to form a
screen even when I should have to sit up to fire, and, still
keeping my gun-baurels out of sight, as I was afruid of
some gleam of the moonlight on them catehing its eye
before T was ready, I raised myself and looked through
the intervening twigs. 1 had got near enough in all con-
scicnee, for { found its nosc within o yard of my own, some
slight noisc 1 had made having struck its car and caused
1t to wheel round.  Of course. I remained like o statue,
though I was nearer than T liked, the danger being that
it might walk forward and come right upon me, when it
would be diflicult to say what cven such an aminblo-tem-
percd animal us a white rhinoceros might o, They are
always slow and deliberate in their movements, and this
one stood there Jistening, while T could hear and almost
fecl its breath, Gl in my eramped position T would have
given anything for just ounc kick. It would have been
utterly uscless to five, for a rhinoceros, espectally of the
long-horned species, ofters ne mark whatever when it stands
facing you with its head down, ita chest boing invisible,
and, cven if' you were desirons of making the experiment
of a shot at those well-protected spots, the horn guarding
the brain and neck.

There was nothing for it but paticnee, and mine was
pretty nearly exhausted before, to my great velief, it at
lagt turncd away, having heard somcthing stirring in the
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thicket beyond. Fearing lest it should make some fresh
movement, and so again conceal its shoulder, now in full
view, 1 at once raised my gun, and hesitating for a second
between the centre of the shoulder-blade aud just behiud
it, I decided in favour of the latter and pulled the trigger,
at the same time jumping clear of the hush and smoke, and
throwing myself’ down in the open, where the grass was
loug enough to hide me.  Loading as ! lay, I watchad the
mighty struggles of the brute Lo rise, Ul fearing it would
succeed, I went up and tived both barrels, the first into
the one shoulder, the seecond into the other, hoping in that
way Lo at least disable it; and after waiting on the spot
for ten minutes, I thought it unnecessary to do more, and
returned te the pool.

Knowing very well that after wll that noise T neod not
hope for anything to come for o long time, T stretched
mysell out ns comfortably as the branches of the trec
would allow, and placing my gun so that it could not full,
I tricd to keep slecp off by thinking ; however, T was tired,
and the cool air and stillness made me drowsy, and before
long T found wyself” sleeping in snatehes, which at It
ended in ulter unconscloisness.

Some hours had passed when T next awoke, half fulling
oft the tree before I ranembered where 1 was, but the
instant. I did so the sullen gurgle of displaced mud warned
me that there wis something w the pool. Gently raising
myself therefore into w sitting posture, I looked, and saw,
for the wmoonlight was vow almast ns bright as day, o
rhinoceros wallowing in the shallow water and mud, while
its eompanion stood on the sky-line on the bank above.

Looking wnore coscly, while my hand sought my gun, I
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saw by their small size and diminutive horns that they
were both upctynne (K. bicorais), n species against which,
ever sinee 1 had heen so roaghly handled by one of
them, I had always borne mudice for their evil disposition
and vicious propensitics. and therefore, theugh their horns
were utterly worthless, T was glad to get the opportunity.
I could not at tirst decide whieh to five ab; for though
the one in the pool was not ten yards oft) yet it was lying
in such a position that I doubted my heing able to mortally
wound it, while the other. unless it charged, would be out
of sight the moment. T fived and startled it: I therefore
thought I would try a shot at the latter, which, though it
was fully forty yards off) I could, from its prominent posi-
tion, sce admost, more plainly than the other, and, resting
the gun on w branch, T did so.  The buliet told loudly,
and the auimal, pulling wnd snorling, disappeared, while
the one in the water, springing to its feet, and sending the
mud pattering wnong the siwrounding leaves, trotted out,
and then, wheeling half round, stood, evidently listening
for some indication of my whereabouts.  This T soon gave
it, siming s helore ab the shoulder, and bringing it to the
ground on the spot, thongh, instautly recovering itsclf, it
charged gbraight for the place where it had seen the flash,

Short as the delay had been, it had enabled me to load
one barrel, and when it was within @ yard of the tree 1 again
fired down into its hump, making it swerve with the pain,
and, losing ity balance, fall bodily into the poud below.
The water was decp, and it floundered about for some
seconds before it found its feet, enabling me to reload, and
to again plant my halls, right and left, in its shoulder,
upon which it rushed off} scattering the water as it did so,

bl

(3}
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and, going over the rise, was lost to view. While this had
been going on T had an impression that T eould hear distant
squending, such as these animals imake only in their death-
agonies, or when in very great pain, wnless it be in
moments of fury, but. now in the restored quict 1 could
hewr it quite distinetly, aud T kuew by it that my single
bullet must have mortally wounded the first one. It
would not, however, do to leave the brute squealing there
for long, disturbing everything within hearing, and not
impossibly Dringing lons about, e whieh Tutter case T need
not hope to see any bufiulo, se, althougl 1 was rather
nervous at the risk of coming across the other, which was
very likely close by, and would not, [ knew, spare me if it
got the chance, I again got down, and proceeded in the
direction of the crics. 1T had to be careful; the moon,
shining brightly cnough in the open, cast deep black
shadows among the trees, and forced me to go forward
foot by fout, sometimes standing more than a minute
examining some divk recess hefore | ventured (o pass it.
The squealing of the animal, lond cnongh when T started,
also gradually died away, antil, censing altogether, it left
me without any guide.  However, I persevered, and, after
going about o quarter of a mile, I saw a great shapeless
heap by the side of a clump of bushes, which tured out
to be what T wag looking for, and, as it was uite dead,
I made the best of iny way back.

Nothing more disturbed the stillness of the pool until
after the morning star had risen, when Iheard the startled
cry of the ititihoya plover, and knowing that it never
stirs during the night unless almost trodden upon, I
waited in expectation, and in a few minutes three old

f
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buftalo bulls, sceming almost white in the moonlight, came
down to drink.  Fancying that they would roll as well as
drink, T did not fire at first, but when [ saw that one,
having satisfied its thirst, walked out, while the others
stood with the water dripping from their mouths, only
waiting to have another dvink bofore they joined it, T
delayed no Jonger, and taking the nearest one in the
point of the shoulder

and 1t was almost opposite me, and
not five yards off, —T dropped it where it stood.  Tts next
companion, unawed by the sudden and Toud report and the
blaze of light, uttered o grunt, and, instead of taking to
fight, charged straight out of the water, and tried to
climb the bank on which the trec in which T was stationed
grew, oflering me, as it did so, amost heautital shot ab its
broad chest. Tt was lucky for me that [ was in a place of
safety, for it did not even swerve when the ball struck it,
but rushed past under me, breaking off” one of the brittle
lower branches inits way, and T saw no more of it.

Soon after this it becnme appavent. that day  was
breaking, thouglu for some time it was difficult to distin-
guish between it and the light of the wmoon, and some of
the smaller antelopes were wlready moking their appear-
ance, when, hearving nonoise at the further end of the pond,
to which, as T had never seen any gome deink there, my
back was turned, Tlooked round and saw, to my suprise,
the great icads and fore-guarters of” sevoral rhinoceroses
protruding thronglh the bushes, some drinking, and others
standing still. T counted six, and from their numbers and
short thick horns I knew that they were kulumane,
making the thivd species T had seen thet night.  There

was 1o good in my tiring fron my present, position, as from
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the distance and the thickness of the bushes T could not
muke them out very distinetly, so I dropped down, and
getting outside the fringe of bushes, would soon have got
close Lo them, had not « seventh, which 1 had not secn,
and which was standing with its head towanrds me, having
probably finished drinking, and being on its way to feed,
suddenly given the alarm; and thongh 1 fired as they
trotted oft at fifty yueds, T believe | missed with both
burrels, as T did not hear the elap of the ball following
cither,

Perhaps people who have never hunted large game
may think that it would be almost impossible for any one
who could shoot at all to miss such a mark as half a dozen
rhinoceroses at fifty yards, but T assure them I have
seen men come oul from Tngland, Grst-class grouse and
partridge shots, and who were able to make wonderful
practice with a rifle at o target with measured distances,
but who could not for months kill more than an ocea-
sional hiead of the quantitics of game by which they were
surrounded ; and T have scen vhinoceros issed clean,
standing not twenly yurds off, by men who conld kill o
couple of snipe right and left three times out of five,
Judging the distance corroctly is the chief stumbling-
block in an atmosphicre so different to that of Furope, and
which, from its clearness, cnuses an animal at one hundred
and filty yards not to appear much over seventy, and the
probable explanation of my missing these is that, deceived
by the peculiar light of carly dawn, I judged them to be
fifty yards off, while they were perhaps cighty in reality.

There was, however, nothing for it but to rcturn to
my ambush. where T paticntly waited till about seven
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o'clock without secing anything worth fiving at, and as the
sun was by this tine well ap, and the gane was rotiving
to their lairs, 1 descended, and, after Laving a bathe,
during which [ succeeded in moving the fullen buflido,
whose dying struggles had fortunately carried itinto deep
water, and towed it to the othier end of the pond, where
I covered it up with hinnchies to keep the vultures from
secing it during my absence, T went of) in the frst place,
to visit the white rhinoceros cow that T had left still
living, and then to see what had beeome of the upetyane
at, which I had fired so muany shots, as well as the hullilo
bull which had charged me. To my disgust 1 found that
the former had got up and disappeared, though, from the
marks on the ground, it was evident she could not go far

as shie was dimgeing one of her fore-legs, and in point ol

fact, T found her within a hundrved yards of the spot,
lying down, and rising with the utmost difiiculty when |
walked up. T settled her with three more shots, and
then returned to the pool to take up the spoor of the
other. Tt had gone nway ab a furious gallop, tearing up
the ground, wnd smaghing branches and small trees like
reeds before it, and had kopt up this headlong course for
nearly o mile, when, reducing its pnee Lo o walk, it entered
an ukaku thickct, went straight through it, following
the windings of an old gnme-path, passed through the
next open, fully a mile broad, over which 1 had great
difliculty in tracking it, and swenb into o Jarge jungle that
edged it ; turning off’ab right angles o its former course,
it then procecded to muke for the upper end, and after
another mile I began to guess the spot it wished to reach.
One part of this jungle was remurkuble for having a
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erecper whicl, twining reund the thorn-trees, formed a
number of vegetable cuves, so regular in their formation
that, ab first sight, it appeared to be hnpossible that it
could be the work of nature, and that they must have
been trained by the hand of man,

I had once hefore been there in pursuit of o herd of
buflidoes, which we found lying in than, and at the time
I had noticed that there were a great many rhinoceros
spoors, both old wnd new, and severad places 1 which they
were evidently aceustoed to lie, and as the divection this

onc was taking wonld bring it theve in half an hour, 1

had no doubt but that it belonged to that spot,—us they
wander so far during the night in search of food,—und was
now, sick and wounded, trying to return there, perhaps
expeeting to meet its mate.  As I proceeded I found that
my conjecture was correet, and 1 also noticed several fresh
spoors, and other signs that led me to believe that theve
were more thinoeeros in the neighbourhood, all by the
smallness of their trnck belonging to the same specics.
On reaching the outskirts of the creeper-covered bushes 1
had to be very carcful; indeed, the thought more than
once crossed my mind of going back to camp and getting
help before I prosecuted my s sarch, and if it had not been
so far I should probably have done so, as not only would
the wounded onc charge the moment it heard or saw e,
bub as there scemed to be so many about I ran the risk
of being caught by onc whose existence 1 knew nothing
of, while intent upon following the other, and, added to
this, T saw the fresh footprints of a lion, which might
possibly be after my wounded rhinoceros, although 1 have
noticed that it is generally rare to go far into the haunts
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of this species without, finding that there luws been o lion
about lutely.

However, 1 went on, the sole precaution 1 could take
being silence, while I was often passing within a foot of o
mass of tangle that, for aught I knew, might contain a
rhinoceros or w lion.  The fecling that one s passing
thickets from which dangerous gane may be watching you,
especially when it is more than probable that it is so, and
when one can do nothing whatever to mitigate the danger,
is by no means a pleasant one, and hefore T had gob far in
Lwag wishing myselt well out of it ; indeed, 1 might have
turned had 1 uot thought it almost os dangerous to do so
as to advance.  In ten minutes T was in the centre of his
pateh, and still the spoor led me on until 1 began to hope
that it would puss through, and that 1 should not have to
tackle the most dangerous of Afvican animaly, rendered, if
it is possible, morc ill-tempered than usual by its wounds,
by myself, aud in the heart of ity stronghold, when it
made a sudden turn bo the vight, taking me past a dense
wall of creepers.

I hardly know what tempted me to go and peer
through them, gently pussing my hand in, and woving
them so thal T could sce o little, for 1 had not done
it before, though 1 had pussed dozens of similar pliees ;
but so it was, and there, scarcely a yard away, lny the
great brute, its head turned to the entranee, opposito
me, where it had gone in, and its side and hind-quirters
towards me. It was no tiine for hesitation, T firsi glanced
round for a tree, put the muzzle of the gun to the hole
through which 1 had been looking, and, holding it at

arm'’s-length, pulled the trigger, and then, nervous with



104 LATRGE GAMI CHAP, 11,

the gloomy stillness of the spot. | climbed up into the
trec without waiting to sec the vesult of the shot, unfor-
tunately leaving my gun ot the butbom when T did so, 1
Lad bhardly got into one of the lower hranches belore |
could tell by the faint sounds of strugaling in the thicket
that T had no real cnnse o Goe, andd T owas Lariing to
come down again when I beviane conscious ol an approach-
ing noise of bushes breaking, accompanicd by snorting and
pufling, and in w few seconds w fresh rhinoceros ade ils
appearance, cvidently in the very hizhest staie of rage
and excitement ab o gun being dired i this den of theirs.
1t soon gob my wind, althongh it fuiled Lo see e stting
on a bare branch not two yards from its head, and went
ofl’ in the direction T had come from, making @ most tre-
mendons noise, wind tossing 1t head abont i very vicions
manner, so that I judged it best to get out ol the place as
soon as possible ; and as on going up Lo the wonnded one 1
found it dead, my last shot having destroyed what little Iife
was left, and there was nothing more to keep me. 1 made for
the outside ns st as 1 could, only fearing, os was Tikely
enough, that the hrate might come back, and, striking

my fresh teadl, overtake me somewhere where T should

not liwve the shelter of o tree ;s but T saw nothing more of

it, and went stight hack to the pool, arviving there
shortly after mid-day + and after convineing mysell” that
the wounded bufiido had not fidlen inmy neighbowrhood,
but thot to kil it would entail w long sud wemnsome
chase, thie success of which was uncertain, 1 lay down
under the tree and slept. till evening, nob awaking tll
the rustling of the long grass and Jenves announeed the
arrival of the breeze which usually springs up at that
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time, and which is so refreshing after the furnace-like
stilluess and glae of the day.  Rubbing my eyes, 1
clinbed into my pereh, and before long was surrounded
by all the smaller animals and birds which had come to
drink on the preceding night, and which, though | had
seen them hundreds of Chaes belore, never weariad me in
watching them.  There was adways variely.  To-night o
herd of wild pigs cune rooting down the bank among the
first arvivals, and vemained i sight antil dark, grabbing

up the seil withe their long snouts in search of the sueen-

4
lent roots on which they live, and among them was an
immense old bour, with tnsks forming threc-quarters of o,
circle : one could not help being struck with the fumily
resemblance he displayed both to clephants and shino-
CCIOSCH,

There was o Large herd of impalla too, whose sleek
sking, terminating in the purest white beneath, and sef.
ofl’ by Dlack points, and by a streak of similae colour that,
extends along the back, showed that they were now in
the highest condition, as indeed at this tine of yemr they
always are.  There was w hittle clump of hush standing
alone on the flat above the pool and as the herd vetired,
grazing as they wen(, o young rni went close toit, 1
was watching them ol the time, admiving their gracefnl
movements as, spreading out like a herd of sheep, they
commenced {eeding.
garious antelopes, there was always some hewd up in

though, as 18 the case with all gre-

search of any sign of danger, which, if seen, would at once
have been announced to the others by a signal of alarg,
resembling o suppressed sneeze, ennsing theom Lo censo

feeding, and o gaze in the direction indicated, from which,
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as has often been the case when 1 have been the canse of
alm, they would gradually edge wway, wthough they
could detect nothing, while, if the danger wie palpable,
they would assemble together, the oldest males still
standing looking ot it until the does and young ones
had gone some distance, when they would join them,
and, galloping away into the contre of the ncarest pladn,
would resume their foeding unconcernedly, conscious of
their safety in the bare open. The danger that now
threatened one of them was, owever, wmoticed by then-
sclves or by me, until 1 saw w long spotted body spring
out of the little clump of bush, snd adight on the neck
and head of the young rum that had gone so near it.
The action was momentary, and the sudden change from
the herd of antelopes peacefully mruzing, with several
wild pigs and a duiker in the foregronnd to a deserted
flat, tenanted ouly by the leopard and ils struggling
victim, was almost theatrieal, There were a few un-
availing plonges, o haliteioked Bleab, wond the antelope
fell on the edge of the thicket o its Tasb agonies, while
the great cal never stiveed frane e orighial position, and
never for an instint consed teartng ab s thront,
Although T was pested there Jor o precisely similar
object to that of the teopurd, while T had nol even its
excuse of hinger and necessivy, T omust confess the sight
miade mo angry, and getting down, © went as near ag the
vegetation suwrrounding  Lhe water ennbled  me to go
uuperecived.  Fven here 1 was sixty yards off, though I
was ab the nearest spot Lo the clump in which conceal-
ment was possible, its very isolution having probably
caused the leopard to chovse it as making it a less sus-
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pected spat than @ lorger thicket would have been. Tt
was also bat an hwperfect view of the waimal thatb |
could obtain throvgh the lomgr grasis, and | hesitated con-
siderably before | Hred, not only denbting whether T
could hit it at that distance, but aware that if T let it slone
now it would g away hefore long, nay, niight even come
Lo the water to drivk, and at any rate would enable me
to hide myself during its alseoce in the clump of bush
itself, and afford me every apportuntty  for a certain
shot on its return s bt my mind reverting to the tracks
of a very large herd of butindo which T had noticed when
following the black rhinoceros. and which would in all
probability come to drink during the night, [ preferred to
chance o shot now, mther than risk losing them while
watching for it. 1 could justsce its spotted skin eronched
above the carcase, and, aiming low, I tired, the shot, being
answered by a low growl, while the animal bounded oft)
sufficiently in view o tempt me to try the other hurrel.
It however disappeared in the hushes, and T walked up
and examined the nopalla, finding no other wound, ex-
cepl some trifling sceratehes ou the shoulders, but, the one
in the throat ; and as iL was not altegether mmpossible
that the leopurd might retwrn after all, especially if it
happened to be very hungry. and was unwounded, 1 did
not attempt to touch it, but lefi it lying as 1 found it.
Soon after my rcturn to the tree, however, T heard
the melancholy howl of o hyenn o leoward, growing
louder and louder as the beast came nearer, and then,
after suddenly ceasing. probably just when it caught the
impalla’s scent, 1 next heard it tenring at the carcase.
It is curious how all crcatures, whether birds or beasts,
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that prey npen dead bodies, scem to beecome aware of
the existence of their food by some instinet independent
of their scnses; it has been commented upon again
and again how vultures make their appearance in flocks
ten minutes after the game has falien, when there was
not o single one in sight. hofore and in night-shooling,
though of course there are numerous exceptions, 1 have
often noticed how nickly hyenas and jackals would find
out anything I had killed, and how rapidly they would
congregate the nuaent asingle one Liadd discovered it and
yeb it secrs cottain ithat they do not call one another to
the feast, as they rurely howl except when in search of
prey, and quarrel and fight over every mouthful. To-
night was o case in point, and during the howrs of dark-
ness hefore the moon rose, T eould liene thent in inerensing
numbers, snarling and ¢runching, and when the impalla
was fintshed, it being hul o morsel among two or three of
them, it was evident enough by the sounds that they had
discovered the dead rhinocervs, and were trying their
teeth in its tough hide.

Onee belore the moon rese some large animal came
down to drink, but it was so dark that I could not even
distinguish its outlines from where 1 was, so I crossed
out iubv the open, and lyy down flat, hoping that [
should be able to sec it against the sky when it returned,
but the minoceros, as the spoor aflerwards told me it
was, kept lower down and I missed it. However, as 1
did not know this at the time, [ waited, wondering what
was keeping it ULl o Jow rwnbling sound on the other
side atbracted my attention, and in a few seconds I could
sce-—-for though the moow was as yet invisible, 1t was up,

T~
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and it wag not nearly so dark as it had been—the foremost
of a long line of animals whose great size proved them to
be buffaloes.  They were approaching in single file, though
in places there were three or four together, and before
long the lcading ones had passed, almost touching me
where Tlay., 1 at once decided not to fire until they had
all gone down to the water, when, as 1 should be between
them and the only way of egress, T should probably have
time for several shots, so. remaining still, 1 attempted to
count them.

There were sixty-seven in all, as well as T could make
out, a large proportion of which were yearlings and two-
year-olds, though among them were several large Lulls,
easily distinguishable by their massive fore-quarters and
superior size. Ten minutes passed while T listened to the
splashing of the water and to the gurgling of the soft mud
as their heavy hoofs sauk into it, and by that time the
moon had fairly risen, enabling me to sce pretty plainly,
and then they hegan to come buck again, though more
irregularly than they had gone down. The first half
dozen were cows and young ones, and close behind them
was a large bull, which I picked out at once, and, waiting
till he was within three yards of me, [ knocked him over
with the first shot, the ccho of which had L:ardly broken
the stillness before | could hear the whole herd thunder-
ing up the bank, and in o second more 1 wag in danger of
being crushed beneath their hoofs.

Jumping up, I levelled at the head of the nearest, the
bright flash causing them to swerve, some passing on
cach side of me, and a8 T rummed fresh cartridges in
I could tell by the sound that they had halted, and on
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turning round I saw them standing about seventy yards
oft, while on looking about I noticed that the hull T had
knocked over had also disappeared. My first impulse
was to run in and fire again, but while hesituting a low
roaring caught my cus, and 1 could sce that they were
slowly ndvancing. 1 had heard this voaring belove 5 it is
a sort of suppressed sound, and peeulinr to huitalo bully
when excited by the presence of w lion, and generally
precedes a generul charge upon the common cneiny. I
elanced behind me, the pool was Lhirty yards off) and the
danger was every instant, Leconming more mnminent, for
the brutes, whether they mistook me for a lion or not,
were evidently bent on mischicef.

[n this predicament it struck me to drop down among
the long grass, and then erawl as rapidly as possible to-
wards the pool, rightly, as it turned out, lmagining that
they would be puzzled by my sudden disappearance, and
think that it concealed some stratagem.  They were not
now more than forty yurds ofl, and I could already see
that the front line was composed of bulls, so there was no
time to be lost, and down Twent, erawling away as lard
as 1 could go, nutil, inding mysclf on the top of the bauk,
and not ten yards from the pool, T ventured to raise my
huad and ook back.

hnd Jast seen them, wo, aiming low, T fived both barrels

They were still standing where 1

in succession ab the dink mass, bringing them down upon
e like w troop of cavalry.  Of course I jumiped up, and
took Lo my heels, easily reaching the tree in time to see
theo sweep rowand the head of the pool and gullop off in
4 cloud of dist in the direction they had come from.

The neat thing was to go and look whether they bad
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left any wounded behind, and on reacling the spot T
found a cow dead, shot through the bruin by one of my
last shots, while the two first, though neither were fired
at over three yards’ distance, had made good their ESCUC.
Nothing more worthy of note oceurred that night.  Some
hyenas discovered the dewd bultalo, and, ax their tecth were
able to penetrate the softer portions of its hide, and they
would soon have destroyed it, T cvept up and fired a..t
them, killing one.  Towurds morning a herd of water-
antelopes came to drink, and the one at which T fred,
though it made oft at the time, was found dead by the
men I sent to skin the buffuloes, and to cut off the ::hinn-
cevoses’ horns.

In all Luge gune shooting, but perhaps especially
with rhinoceros, the weight and the hardness of the bullot
used is of the last importance, and much more depends
upon 1t than would be thought, even hy those who have
had some experienee, unless they have paid  special
attention to the proportions used, and have made it o
practice to cut their bullets out, and notice what the
effect of the concussion has heen, botli on the projectile
itself, and also on the bones with which it has co.mc in
contact.

. There are two compositions in general use for harden-
ing balls in those countrics where the game is of sullicient
size to render it necessary, namely, lead and pewter, and
lead and tin, to which may be added the oceasional use of
quicksilver. Formerly, lead and pewter was invariably
used, in the proportion of about four of lead to one of
pewter; but of lule yewrs tin has almost entirely taken
the place of that compound. A bullet is gencrally con-
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sidered at n proper stalc of frmness when the teeth will just
slightly indent it, and onc invariably sees native hunters
applying this test to the first ball of a fresh casting. It
not unusually happens, particularly in the more remote
districts, that all hardening matter becomes exhausted, and
one hears stories of canteens, Lin cups, cte, being melted
down as a makeshift ; in such an extremity resort is had to
fat—generally the hard tallow found about the intestines
of a buflalo, or o water-antclope—a quantity of which
is mixed with the liquid Jead, and, further to harden
them. cach buallet asg it is cast is immersed in cold water.
The result of this is tolerably satisfactory, the firmness
attained nearly equalling that of a mixture of pewter and
lead.

It may be interesting to sce what experience shows i3
the effect produced by bullets in different states of harden-
ing. The object desived—-and which is attained when
exactly correct proportions are used—is that the bally in
striking a bone, should flatten sufliciently to prevent its
boring through, should smash the obstacle sufliciently,
while at the sae time it must retain enough of the round
form to obviate any chance of the increased  resistance
offered to the larger surface stopping its way, and thercby
preventing its pencteating far enougl. Such a bullet will
often smash—I use the word in contradistinetion to merely
Lreak—Dboth the shoulders of o buflilo, and remain in the

skin on the further side, or will penetrate a couple of

inches into the enormous mass of bone which protects that
animal’s braiu,

When no hardening, or an insufficient quantity, has
been put in, the effect ig that the whole force of the ball
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is expended on the first serivus opposition it encounters,
“t

Should thut chance to be strong cnough Lo resist the
shock, the bullet merely flattens itscll, as it wonld against
an ron target ; though the stunning effect of such a blow
i T greater than that caused by o hadened ball, a fact
t':h:'n.l; has heen diseovered through game dropping more
frequently to such o shot than when a hetter prepared
missile has hoen nsed. When, lowever, the resistance
offered 15 not so great, and the bone gives way, the smash
that takes place is something wonderful. The flautlencd
ball breaks upinto innumerable fragments, which, by
some unknown law of attraction, adbere to the boue,
along which they run, rending and splitting it, until the
ultimate result is very niueh the same as wounld be pro-
duced by o shell bursting.  Of cowrse, in such o case, the
ball goes no further, and, thougl the animal iy aimed,
16 15 not vitally wounded,  Fiving unhardened bullets, as
far as rhinoceros, hippopotamus, and clephants are con-
?Cmed, 18 mere Lrifling—it may possibly amnuse you, but,
it certainly cannot hurt them,—and even with huffalo, it
will probubly canse you to lose three-quarters of all those
you may wound: though, on the other hand, it is decidedly
to be preferred for lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, and
such like animals, on account of the stunning and dis-
abling nature of the blow on such comparatively small
hones,  There s astory told of an Afvienn native hunter,
who attirmed that his solt lead bullet had rebounded from
a rhinoceros’s hide, and struck him in the fhee; and
though perhaps this may be too gross an exaggeration to
have cver obtaned credence, yet some such idea was for
a loug time believed o, and even ab the present day it is

1"
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not impossible that some one may exist to whom it is
news that, an African rhinoceros’s hide is casily penctrable
by spears, not to speak of bullets, that is, so long as the
animal is alive; for when the skin is taken off and dried
it becomes so hard that it s even doubtiv! whether o
hardened ball would then picree it.

Generally spenking, it may he laid down as o vule,
that whenever shells are found  efliencious, buardened
bullets will not ouly Le unnecessary, bt even not, so use-
ful, though to this buflile prove anexeeplion, as, ab cer-
tain angles, It s possilile to five o shell fnto the vitals
without meeting with any resistance suffivient Lo cinse it
to bhurst prematurely o while, when the pat presented to
the hunter entails the breaking of & laree bone, o hae.
dened bullet hecomaos NECESSATY,

Too wueh Lin s often accidentally wlded, aod the
result, of sn doing is diametrically opposite to thal, eaused
by it whsence. The udlet will then penctrate through
the hooe as Boe as Lhe !n'n.]('t‘.l,ing forec will vy v, redain-
iy mieanwhile s exacl spherieal o, Tooao word, it
conabines the maximum of penehration: with aominimun
eoncusaion.  Ta proof off his i, may be stated, that
irstanees have occiirrad o Lhe sane bulled awving heen
cul, out of the varense, and relowded severnd Lies in sue-
eeasion, and having, in the hands of natives acenstomed
to sialk elose, and make sure of their aim, killed several
head of game without, being reeast. Indeed, were it not,
for the brittleness of overhurdened bullets, they would be
in gencral request for such shots as require great penetra-
vion ;- but, undortunately, they cannot be depended upon,
and often split and glance harmlessly off the (st thing
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they strike.  When fired at lintbs, such bullets produce
no great shock to the animal’s system, generally only
boring « hiole through, wud not, brenking the bone, the
practical result of which is that the animal will go ten
miles further and stand donble the nnmber of shols—will
indecd often go so e ax Lo render it impossible to over-
tnkee 1t Clean wonnds are 1o so innnedintely disabling
as thosc of an opposite nature, ol though probably many,
if ot most, animals, that get. away at the time, shot,
through and through, nltimately dic, yet that is a very
poor cousolation indeed to the sportaman,

So much for the proper hardening of the bullets, their
weight, which principally depends vipon the size of the
gui used, producing in il own way very similar results,
The advocates of small hores say hal their s requires
more skill, while it wakes the shooting neater and cleaner,
and inflicts Jess pain, This must ot onee be allowed to be
the case with Wl! the simall game, ond even with many of
the larger antelopes. 1t is undoubtedly far prettier work,
and more sportsmanlike, to kit with o single ball, even
though not Jurger than a pea, thau to ultimately causce the
death of an aninad {rom weakness and loss of blood, after
repeated shots, no one of which is in itself immediately
futal ; and were it possible to carry it oub ir: shooting the
really large game, there could be wo negianent abont the
matter. Unfortunately thisis impossible. Practice tenclies
us that no amount of experience or deadliness of aim suflices,
even when large balls are used, to render the killing of
such animals as elephants (I am speaking of the Afvican
species, which presents no certain mark in its forechead, ny
its Bast Indiun confirére does) and rhinoceroses, and, in «
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lesser degree, hippopotami and budlaloes, by o single bullet,
a moral certainty.

In my own experience I have found that the bullet
which to-day hag proved all but instantancously futal, has
to-morrow, though secmingly entering ot preciscly the
sane spot, and at exactly the sae angle, had no clleet ;
and while this has been my own personal experience, not
ot once, but ol many times, any hunter, white or black,
will bear witness to the times without number where he
has planted his bullot in the exact spot he desired without
the stightest immediato result.

A hippopotamus (most of which are shot in the water)
presents o simall mark in the head, the penctration of
which by ever so small o ball couses instant death, while
a buffulo, when hit exactly in o well-known spot in the
forehead, drops to the shot; and thercfore, when the
bippopotamus is in the water, and when the hufialo’s fore-
head is turned to you, a small-bored weapon is ol equal
use with a larger one, but when these conditions are not
atlainable, as in nine cases oul of ten they wre not with
the latter animal, the lighter gun becomes tn conipurison
useless, as, like an over-hardened bullet, 1t will but pierce
the bone, and not break it, while it produces no shock
whatever to the system, and, though very possibly mor-
tally wounding the animal, renders the chances excecdingly
small that the hanter will get it, thus inflicling more pain,
as death from such a tiny ball may not take place for a
week, or even o month, afterwards.  In the case of ele-
phants and rhinoceros, there s, on the contrary, no place
at which the entrance of & ball I8 certain to be at once
fatal ; and though there are spots in the ear and shoulder
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of the former, and in the shoulder of the latter, which not
scldom prove so, yet it is utterly impossible to predicate
as to when it will and when 1t will not.

As an instance of this, T may mention the case of o
rhinoceros at which three shots were fired, all from the
same angle, and all of which eould Tiave heen outwardly
covered by a crown-picee, the two first off which bad no
cfleet whatever, whils tiie thivd killed 1t dead ; and 1t all
tends to prove thal, as it s topossible under any circum-
stunces b make swre of killing with oue shot, rosort must
therefore he hid Go heavy missiles, which will sicken and
weaken the aninal, aad will produce the sune cfleet i an
hour that smaller ones would take @ week to accomplish,

On ¢ne oceasion b happened to witness, and mdeed to

take an active purt in, the capture of a_young rhinoceros

call of the species T have already mentioned by the native
name of kulumane, and as it alforded us an unusually
good opportunity ol studying the habits and charneteristics
of this hitherto unrecognised species, 1t 18 worth while to
give an aceount of it, although, unfortunately, the little
animal did not exist very long in captivity, dying o few |
days after we had canght it.

Tts molher had been shot by one of the hunters on the
previous day, and, true to the instinet so generally dis-
played in similar cases by the young of all rhinoceroses, it
remained the whole night by the dead body, and when we
visited the place next morning we found it still there.
We had, in anticipation of its being so, provided ourselves
with a number of strong rheims, or thongs cut from the
hide of o buffalo, and at once sct to work to eateh it s and
as the thicket in which its mother lay enabled us to
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surround it unperceived, we had but litle dificulty in
approaching near enough, and, «ftor some trouble and
confusion, in slipping @ nouse round one of its hind-legs,
for although it continuously made short, charges cut st
any onc it saw, it would not go sy distance from its
mothoer's corpse, and made no attenipt. to eseape. Ulti-
nately we sneceeded insceuring anoiher ihoug to the
other leg,
ch, wo attempted o drive it ont, hat, with pige-like
obstiuacy, it utlerly refused to go in the desived dizcetion,
charging back on s, or going the wrong way. while it
pufted and snorted. and now and then squealed widh agLe.
At intervals it got jerked off its legs by the sadden
tightening of the thong held by the men opposite to those
it was charging, on which oceasions it would lie where it
fell, and refuse to move.  After a time, however, it some-
what calmed down, exhausted by the violence of ity
cflorts, and we hit upon o plan which enabled us to guide
1L towards camp. One man was sent in frond of 1 as near
as he dared to go, and was nstimcted to run in the proper
divection the Instant 1L noticed and charged him, and
ultimately it sottled down into w sober jog-trot, the inan
still running in front, and T and my Fwropean companion
bringing up the rear, convulsed with laughter at the
Indicrous appearance it presonted as it trotted along. fol-
lowed by its numerons attendants, all the while cnitbing
loud soorts, and ils hide glittering with the perspimtion
induced by sucl unnsual excreise.

We had anbicipated eonsiderable difficulty in getting it
across the semewhal browd viver, on Uhe ojpostte hank of

which owr camp was situated, but it took the water better

and ten or a dozen men Laving gou hold of

CHAP, IL RITINOCIEROS, 119

than we had expected, and was soon tethered therve in
safety.

The bettom 1o which it wag contained abundance of
the rich grass which forg the chiel food of R, stmus, hut
it did not. eat. much of it, though, even on the first evening,
it conswmed w Luge quantity of e young shoots and
tender leaves of the thorn hranchies provided for it, and
seemed to be most fond of the hack, or waitabit thorn,
turning over the other kinds with its snoul and tasting
them, and then passing them by to search for the former,
On the second evening, however, T noticed it, after return-
ing from waler, commence to eat the swrounding grass ;
and though it did not show as great a relish for it as it
did for the thorn-choots, it ate it, both then and after-
wards, in such large quantities as proved that it naturally
forms a by no meuans inconsiderable portion of their food,
and this is & more important point: than it secems, as
showing the individuality of the species; both of those
which form the © black ” subsisting almost cntirely on
thorn branches and roots, while B, simus, as I have said
before, feeds chiefly, if not solely, on grass, It was also
noticed to be remarkably partial to the leaves of the
umganu tree, 1 water-loving specics, which is found in
the damp bottoms, and whose fruit, formed by the natives
into an intoxicating drink, is so estecined by the elephants
that they annually come hundreds of miles in scarch of it
to places where it is common, It nsed to be taken down
to water twice n day, and very soon hecame tame enough
to be led there by a couple of men without attempting
to charge ; in fact, before its death it would come to any
one who brought it a bundle of thorn branches, and,
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unless irvitated by sceing o dog, to which it had n great
aversion, or by too much familiwity, would not attempt
to hurt him. When annoyed it wurned us of the fact,
and of the advisability of getting heyond the limits of its
tether, by its forcibly expelling the air through its closed
lips, forming a noise resembling an emphatic sneeze, while
at the same time it imparted a sudden stiffness to its neck,
very similar to what may be observed in cattle when dis-
pleased with anything they sce passing.  This was all
particularly interesting to us; for although the sound
they make was one well known to every hunter as the
precursor of a charge, the imminent danger it usually
announced had prevented any of us {rom hitherto learning
how it was made.

We aseribed its death, which occurred before long, to
too sudden a change from its mother’s milk, but, if a
specimen were really wanted for this country, and there
is not a single one as yet, I have no doubt that even this
difliculty—a serious one in o land where cabtle do not
exist on account of the tsetse—might be got over by the
gacrifice of the lives of a few cows, for, as the bite of this
insect does not cause immediate death, although they
would ultimately die, yet they might he hrought down
to the plains, and would probably live long cnough to
take the young rhinoceros on to the higher districts,
where plenty of milk could be procured.

Although I have come across kulumane in greater or
less numbers in all parts of South Africa, T have never
found them so common as they were, and are cven to this
day, despite the hundreds that have been shot, in the
valley of the Bluck Umfolosi. In many purts where
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they only oceasionally ocenr, they arve often mistaken, both
by whites and blacks, for R, sémus nol yol abtained Lo its
full growth, but therc their numbers are so large that 1t
is impossible to feel n doubt of their being a distinct
speeies, especially ns both B, simuws and R, bicornds arc also
represented, the former in considerable numbers. 1t is
also noticeable that where the latter species is common
the kulumanc is rare, and wice verse, while R. simus
seems to exist independently of the others.  Different
districts, however, appenr to be more or less suitable for
cach distinct species ; in the valley of the Black Um
folosi the kulumane decidedly preponderates; in the
great thorn district which is watered by the upper por-
tion of the Umkusi the common white is more plentiful ;
in all the country lying between the Umkusi pass in
the Bombo mountains to the Mbuluzi both the black
species are found, R. bicornis being the most common,
though both the other species ave also represented, while
on the great flats to the south known as THopekulu A
stmus alone practically exists.

The best shooting that T had at kalumane was in this
valley of the Black Umfolosi, a spot that at one time con-
tained more variety and larger quantitics of game in pro-
portion to its size than any other that I have visited in
Africa. My introduction to them took place before I had
as yet killed any large game, and it was at one of them
that I fired my first shot at anything larger than the
small antelopes.  Our party, which had but lately arrived,
and which had hitherto heen staying at a native village,
started on that day to camp in the open, and as the abso-
lute distance was not great, 1 did not go with the carriers,
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but, taking o nalive with me who was acquainted with

the country, I kopt on ene side in scarch of game.  The
country presented the wsaal peculiarities of all thorn dis-
tricts, stunted aloes and thorns elothing the stony ridges,
and gradually inercasing in munbers antil on the flats
the Tatter formed vast thickets, many of them all but
impenctrable, while o few cuphorbins grew in the hotter
spots, and the waler-conrses, dry dwring winter, were
lined with wild dates and baninas and tree-ferns, with
here and Lhere oo wild fg-tree, or o white-stemnied wn-
tombe towering nhove the rest. We were just in e act
of entering one of these thorn thickets when the uative
who was guiding me, and who was in front, suddenly
stooped down, glanced back to see if T was following, and
then, making a wmotion to say he saw somcthing, ran
rapidly though cautiously forward, while T repouted his
actions without an idea of what they meant, until he
pulled up and pointed out w black mass in front of us,
at the same time whispering  kulumane.”

It was a troop of six or seven of those animals, stand-
ing huddled together, so that, though I could sce their
outlines, I could hardly distinguish one from another, but
as it was evident by their stamping and general uncasiness
that they suspected danger, I at once fired.  As the bullet
told—and it always does so loudly on these thick-skinned
animals,—they trotted out, going across me and shghtly

scparating, so that I could sce them plainly and had a
capital shot with my second barrel, bringing the one I
fired at down on the spot; but it jumped up again, and
the whole of them, either turned by the shot, or, more
probubly, only then discovering for the first time where

CHA, 11, RUINOCEROS, 193

we were, came thundering down stinight at us, barely
giving me time to follow the native’s examnple and spring
into a small tree, on cither side of which they passed,
enabling me from my elevated position to see where hoth
balls had taken efleet.  The iest had broken the fore-leg
below the knee, while a white spot behind the shoulder
marked the sceond, and [ should undonbtedly have got,
the former, had T not allowed myselt to be dissuaded from
following them, as the grewt weight of w rhinoceros in-
capacitates 16 from travelling e on thiree fegs, aned a
broken Iimb may always be accounted a fital wound,
The ball of the foot ig also an extremely tender spot, and
I remember seeing one that had already gone four or five
miles with a bullet through the lungs completely disabled
by a chance shot. hitting it in the former place, making i
squeal with pain, and stand on three legs, holding up the
other, unable to place it to the gronnd,

Some thne afler this 1 wis returning to camp one
evening with fifteen hunters alter having been engagrad
all day with w troop of buflalo that had taken refuge in
the reeds. We were marching in native fushion, my gun-
bearer leading, mysclf’ next, and the hunters and two or
three water-bearers following us o Indian file, when four
vhinoceroses made their appearance about two hundred
yards off, trotting towards us along the very path that we
were on. Of eourse, from the way we were walking, only
two or three of the Toremost conld see tlicm, ot that Did not
prevent the others following our example g we sprang Lo
leeward of the path, and Tay downin the Jong mass. The
great rutes trotted on, perfectly unsuapicions, sned, with
their usual blindness, taking no notice of the line of black
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heads that bordered the path, until I, having allowed the
first three to pass me, opened five on the last, and, stag-
gering him with my first barrel, brought him on Lo his
knees with the second,

The mstant T had fired the whole Tine took it up. and
the irvegular volley that succeeded lasted for fully o
minute.  The vhinocereses, severally wounded in Lol a
dozen places, broke iuto o gallop, and seamed going Lo
make their esepe, when one, o yewling, suddenly hulted
and commenced squealing, and its mother, ennged by the
sound, wheeled on the spot, and came charging down upon
us,  The scatter shie cauused was complete 3 no one had w
breech-Joader, and therefore no one was loaded but mysclf,
su, while T niade the best of my way to w tree, I kept my
cye on her, and sceing hor pressing one of the water-
bearers whom she had singled out, [ pulled up short and
fired, attracting her attention to myselll T gave her the
other barrel as she came on, pufling and snorting, and then
made for @ tree; bub Uiere was no necessity for doing so,
as she hroke down immediately afterwards on one ol her
fore-legs which had been pierced by a bullet, but had not
hitherto given way, and which placed her completely at
our merey.  Sceing this the hunters descended from the
trees, and for some minutes therve was o general ringing
of iron ramrods on ill-litting bullets, while T {ived at, and
tried to finish, the one T had at fiest brought to the ground,
but, though T tried every spot I knew of, taking the most
deliberate aim, 1t was not till the sixth bullet that 1t fairly
fell, having hitherto been plunging about, trying to rise
from its knees. A far greater number of shots were fired
by the huuters at the cow and yeurling before they killed
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‘them, and I have no doubt, counting misses and badly-

aimed shots, that there were over filty hullets expended
altogether on the three head 5 yet 1 have seen three rhino-
ceroses killed with three single shots by some of these
very men.

R. Keitloa is o species of which 1 have personally only
killed one specimen, and, though I have scen twenty or
thirty pair of horns that were cither killed by my acqunint-
ances or by my own men, I have but mrely met with it
alive, and that chiclly far inland of the Portuguese settle-
ment of Loreneo Marquis. It exists, however, more plen-
tifully to the north than to the north-cast or cast, and has
been met with by other travellers in considerable munbers,
whose testimony would scem (o point to the et of is
being savage and morose in disposition, one very noted
sportsman (Andersson) going so far ay Lo consider it more
dangerous than R. bicornds.  Such, however, is neither my
own experience nor that of the other hunters;, both Furo-
pean and native, whom | have consulted on the subject ;
all accounts going o prove that it hears no comparison
whatever in this respect Lo the dreaded upetyane ; and
I should feel inclined to place it on a par in disposition
with the kulumanc.

The one that 1 killed T was fortunate cnough to finish
with a single shot, though under civetmstances that with
L. bicornis woukd cortainly have insured o charge.  The
previous night had heen w very disturbed one from the
continued roaring of two lions which had taken up their
abode in the same thicket in which we had camped, and
which had so far prevented me from sleeping that had it
not been for the necessity of hunting to procure food, 1
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certainly should not have gone oul that doy.  Soon after
I had done so, however, we saw some cland running across
us, and hoping that they might halt again hefore long,
we started in chase, and had run perhaps a couple of iles
when o flock of rhinoceros-birds rose out of o clump ol
bush just in front, and T saw the suont of o rhivoceros
protruding from it.

The birds had alarmed it, and it was only by rushing
in that T got o slanting shot ot it as it trotted off through
the open in full view, and as it took ne notice, and 1 had
not heard the crack of the ball, Tiancied Tlind missed, and
nol only did not hurey mysedl” to veload, hut allowed the
Kaflir who accompanied me to go after it alone, until 1
heard it squealing, sure preof thae it was mortadly wounded,

-t

and then a siot,

Hastening o the spoet, 1 found it standing, serennIng
and swaying its body to and fro, while its neardy full-grown
young ouc wus qu:wtcl'?ng about Ll'_ying Lo et our wind,
and the native was observing the whole proceedings from
the top of o treg, at the huttem of which was his gun, I
at onee fired at the young one, making it charge past and
go strajght off, and then T went up Lo its mother, which
had now fallen, and fonnd that it was an umkombe tovote.
My ball had peunetrated from close i behind the shoulder
throngh the head of the heart, “Phe native had wissed i,
and had so frightened o nwnber off Aaswazi who hap-
pened to be in that divection by the whistling of the bullet,
that they had taken vefuge in trees, but from its body we
cut, oul four old balls, which had scemingly been it for
yos, It horns, which were unusually good, measured
twenty-four inches for the frout one, twenty for the buck,
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and this, ns far s the Jifference iv their length goes, hos
been the average of those T have seen, excepl in one pair
(unique inmy expericiee) where the hind one wis alightly
the longer.

Generetly speaking, the habits of the diffevent species
are the same, shightly diversitiod by thels peendior charae-
teristics.  Leaving Ghieir Taiv abont S veloek i the
afternoon, or lator 3F the district s wneh disturbed by
honnan beings, they graze towarvds woter, o ifof the Black
species, browse o the thore shoots in their wey, reaching
it soon hefore o aftee dark, distosee someiimes deferrtng
their avrival 8 o ke hovre, sondd 30 e bode they
probably have a voll alter drinking. They then stat, foe

their Fevouribe foedine crornd, aoriels seass Loiiom i the
o™ 1 -

casc of B, st the dense okako Whiekets e the cage off

the other {‘.l)'u(:, zx‘l'(-lyilrrf:n.lnll}_'; th |‘-‘;_;‘l!i;1|' et ;v;:”l.\: in
doing so, which ey ouke alb e the conntry, and which
they make use of il e e At generally,

¥

though not alware watining ames ahout: daylicht, the,
retire to their slecnien places et ar bder, neeonding to
what cxtend the convory s Dee Sonn Liman betngs, veach

ing it ot any rale Dastore dhe Dot o dhee daes s e

al\mys Ian esteemel shettered sond epdy shaded spot
and se heavily do they slumbor, thato o proctised staike

could alinost Louch thera with the meeale of B gung uniess
alarmed by the Dirds which acconpany thenin soareh of
ticks, T do not, however, consider 1 good plu G five
ab o rhinoeeros Lying dewis, feonn the diffieulty of juadging
exactly Tiow yomor Lullol will penetrate, and now, alter
many unavailing attempls, Ladways ronse thew fest—an

easy thing Lo do, fur on the breaking of o twig, or a vougly,
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they will get up and stand, turning round and  round,
trying to discover what has disturbed them, and you can
then aim where you like.

This, with me, totally depends on the angle at which
ihey are—-the upper part of the heart heing the mark, and
it is therefore impossible to siy more than that the best
place is about the shoulder, behind or hefore as Ehie casemay
be. A bull entering the centre of the ehest is often mimce-
dintely fatal, and o adl front shots there is L chance
of cutting an important blood-vessel. T the Hank, when
it is running nearly stern on, and three ches above the
tail when it is quite so, are hoth good marks, but it must
always be horne in mind that, with the vhinoceros, as with
the African clephant, there is no place thatl is perfectly
certain to prove fulal. T have heard much about o spet
in the head, between the car and eye, or up the nostil,
and 1 even know of two cases - not in Adricn, however,
but India—-where the antmal was killedd by wounds in
that part only; but in my own experienee | Lve never
seen or heard of a single Lullet in the head hetng succes-
ful, except to stan, and from the extraordinary thickness
of the skull-bones, and the peculiar position and smallness
of the brain cavity, I do not see how serious diaage could
be caused, unless by chance.

As T have before said, suflicient ancedotes of the
ferocity, chronie bad temper, and cunning of A bicornis
might be related o themselves to fill a volame,  Their
cunning is only equalled by their viciousness. I most,
il not in all cases, they will at once charge on getting the
wind of a human being, and if they cross his track, they
will often follow it up like o dog making none of the
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puffing sound natural to them when angry, till they abso-
lutely see him.  'When wounded, and occasionally when
much disturbed, their spoor consists of parallel straight
lines, so that it is next to impossible to overtake them
without being discovered, and giving them s opportunity
of charging you from one side. They will wait with the
utmost paticuce concenled in thick jungle, until you
almost touch them, and then rush out at you.  Wlhen
they do enteh an unfortunate heing, they kuock him down
and knead Lim with their feet, rebirning again and
again until nothing hut a shapeless mass remains, ullering
all the day their shrill squeal of ruge. This T once saw
myself.

Four of us, consisting of myscll; three native hunters,
and my gun-beorer, were on our way to join a native
hunting party some twelve miles ofl, and just after crossings
asmall stream alout half way we saw a flock of rhinoceros-
birds hovering over an ukaku thicket, and evidently
accompanying some game passing through it.  The place
was of no great size, so two of the hunters ran round to
the further sides, while I and the remaining one wenfb
mto it, and in a few scconds struck the spoor of an
upetyanc. I am  thankful now to recolleet that T at
once suggested leaving the vicious brute alone, partly
because 1t was such dangerous work, and its death would
do us no good, partly on account of the time it would
waste and the distance we had yet to go.  However, the
hunter wanted to go after it, and to have said more would
have implied fear on my part, o thing ene has to guard
against when, being the only white man umongst natives far
in the interior, onc’s comfort, and not impossibly one’s life,

I
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depends upon onc’s prestige ; and so we went on, and in
scarcely five minutes 1saw it, hiving already hewrd it snort-
ing like a steam-cngine, trotting along, tossing its head,
and looking like mischicf personitied, having evidently got
the wind of some of us, and being quite us anxious to find
was we ibo L6 was about fteen yards ofl; and Tinstantly
let drive with hoth barvels into its shoulder, springing as
I did so into the tree under which T was.

My unlacky companion, who was a little distance on
one side, and had hitherto only heard it, cune running
towards the shots, and absolutely met it face to face ; he
ab once fired and twned to run, bhut it was too late, and
he was caught on the spot, tirown ap with a single toss,
which must probably have stunmed him, and was then
trwapled out of wll semblunce to Tuumaniiy by the blood-
thirsty brute.  Any deseription would be sickening ; 1
could do nothing, for my gun-bearer haud disappeared,
seeking safety in sonme other spot, and T found that 1 had
not w single cartridge left in the little pouch T carried ;
hut after a minute [ could stand the inaction no longer,
and getting down from the tree unpereeived, Tstole away,
and a8 soon as L owas out of reach, began to shout to the
others. Two of then soon came up, my gun-hearer and
a hunter, one of them having hidden himscll” on finding
the sort of animal we had to deal with 5 and T having got
a supply ol cartridges, wo went back to the spot until we
gob sight of the hrate, still trompling and squealing, when
kuceling down, we fived at 1t together.

My nerves bad been so much shaken, that T we
unsteady and missed elean, not twenty yards off, but the

ball from my conpanion’s great clephant-gun sped more
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truly, and the hrute fcll on its knees, where, by dint of
repeated, if not very well-aimed shois, T sueceeded in
keeping it until he had re-loaded, when we linished it oft
together.

Other instances of the snme sort are not wanting, but
that wag the only one that ever oceurved within my poer-
sonal knowloedge, though, duving the thime T wus hunting,
two of my men were killed by rlinoceroses—one by an
and {rom what |

upetyane, the other by a kulumane
heard of the details, they nist, have heen very sinilar, |
only know ol & single instance of a person escaping with
life. A lot of Kaflirs were erossing the Bombo flats, and
a womun, carrying her buby on her hack in the native
fashion, joined the party for protection.  During the
journey they were charged by an apelyuwnce, Bverybody
threw down their bundles, regurdloss of breaking culn-
bashes and pots of fat, aud climbed up trees, all except this
woman, who, impeded by her burden, and terrified out,
of her wits, was overtaken and tossed.  When she [ell
again, the rhinoceros came up, snifled at her and the baby,
and walked away, not attempting to do any further harm,
and luckily she was only bruised.  'What had caused it to
do this no one knew, and therefore ascribed i to witeh-
craft.  Perhaps the resemblance of the baby’s squalling
to its own made it so unusunlly merciful,

One killed in Zululund, in 1871, destroyed no less
than seven people hefore its death, It had heen well
known for some years as infesting a certain district, and
had succeeded at different times in eatching three nativo
women while drawing water.  Possibly its presence in
the thicket adjoining the stream might have been acei-
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dental, although the Kaftirs appearved to think that it had
stationed itsclf therc with malico prepense. In August
that year a son of the Zulu king died, and, as is customary,
all the males of the country were sent to hunt in the hush,
and by the act of shedding blood purify themselves and
the nation from the defilement consequent on his death.,
One of the lurgest regiments, the Tulwane, numbering
perhaps 2000 men, came across this brute, and he at once
charged 1%, causing o general flight. This was, however,
only momentary ; they cune back, and though wmerely
armed with assagais, ultimately killed i, after o hard fight
and the loss of four of their number, one of whom, if I
mistake not, was an ofticer, busides several more who were
placed hors de combat.  There must have been over a
thousand spears in it before it fell.

My fist introduction to this anhnal was by no means
a plensant one. [was hunting as nsnal, and buflido having
been reported in the reeds which Tined o small stream
neawr our cunp, I owas skirting along them in hopes of
finding their fresh spoors and after going some miles Lsaw
two rhinoceros-bivds, which were coming from the sune
dircetion as I had, muke a swoop, and settle a few hundred
yards ahead.  On reaching the plice T could hewr some-
thing breaking inside, and as the bank was high and there
was a tall dead tree on it, I told my gun-bearer to climb up
and have alook,  He did so, and on coming down, reported
two upetyane. I had long wished to kill one of those
animals, as T had already killed all the other species,
including a modified form of B, Osweller, but it would have
been foolish to have gone into the recds after them; in
such cover I should have had little chance of inflicting
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any damage, and less of coming out alive; so I climbed
up the tree myself, lioping to be able to have a shot from
there. I, however, foimd T could not, as only one was in
sight, and it was i such a position that T could not
depend on wounding it serionsly, Breaking off, therefore,
a dead hranch, [ threw it in, and in a few minutes they
walked out on the opposite side, going slowly, and look-
ing about uncasily to sec whether the noise portended
danger. I ean still see the picture in which they formed
apart. A greal s of recds rustling and waving with
cvery passing oiv, dotled with o few old trees, naked aud
dead, stretehing out their white branches ahove them,
and edged for the most, part with dense overgreen ushes.
Far away an immense flat, unbounded as L as the eye
could rench, and covered with masses of dark jungle
alternating with putches of the white sun-dried grass
between, and here and there glimpses of o lagoon, half
buried in recds.  Complete stiliness, and no signs of life,
except the two rhinoceroses ns they walked quictly away,
and two solitary human beings watching them,

In o few minutes wore they were concealed by the
intervening bushes, and T came down, and crossing over,
took up their spoor und tried to follow it; finding great
difticulty, however, in doing so, as their fool, being very
small, hardly, indeed, larger than that of o bufiulo bull,
and very soft, leaves no impression but that made by the
three tocs, and on ground as hard and dry as it is in
winter in Africa, even that is very slight.  Few people
would believe the fact Ui, except: during the wet season,
it is far casier to track a buflilo than an clephant or
rhinoceros, despite their great weight and size ; the mark
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made by the harder hioof heing o much more clear and
well defined. [ had in consequence to go slowly antil 1
reached the thicket, where it became cadier, and after
tracking them for some distance the spoor led ns into an
extremely thick muss of wkaka thorns, along an old
rhinoceros path which wound through it. Here at fast 1
overtook them, and caught a glimpse of one, and though
the only part of its body that I could see was the fore
shoulder, Lat once fired.  With i succession of tremendous
snorts they instantly charged.

It would be quite impossible for me to deseribe what
oceurred.  One saw me ag [ bricd to get away, wand chased
me as | dodged through and in and out of the thick
thorns, until at last I found myself alone, hardly knowing
Lhow T got there, standing breathless and bleeding, my
clothes torn to ribbons, my cap gone, and scarcely o square
inch of my body that had not its particulw thorn. My
bearer had disappeared—it had heen much against his will
our ever following them, and T did not see him again that
day—but | was so thoroughly roused by the pain T was
in, that after loading, ny soon as L could find my gun, 1
did not losec a moment in getting on the spoor, which I
was glad Lo find spotted with blood.  They did not stand
again for seve al miles, bul ultimately went to a place
that I knew well. Tt was o Jarge pateh of thorn by the
river, and in the cenlre were several cactus-trees, round
which the tangle was so thick, thut except at onc spot
there was 1o entrance.  Some yews before o native
hunter Lad been foand dead in it, with a buflale lying a
few yards of" unable to rise, and ever since the spot had

been avoided. Just before reaching it the spoors had
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separated, an nnusual, but for me fortunate, oceurrence, one
going on, the other making towards it, a drop of blood on
the latter showing it Lo he that of ithe wounded one, 1
soon, however, got confused in the maze of tracks it had
made in standing and walking about, and faneying it had
thought of entertng, but liad changed ity mind and gone

after the other, 1 went up to the narrow opening, then

only a fow yurds off) s where it Tiad evidently passed in
and out several times, and Tooked in, At fivst it was oo
dark to see, bal as 1 got. aceuslomaeld 1o the gloom, 1
decided that the place was empty, and was in the act of
turning away, nuliering, “ I8 gone an,” when, with o,
loud grunt, it rushed out, Just. brushing past me as |
shrunk on one side. 1T rnc in and elimbed up the nenrest
tree, hardly a sceond hefore it vetirmed by search of me,
pufling and snorting, and s it stood listening for some
indication of my whercahonts, nob three yards from the
foot of the tree, T gave it both barrels in the shonlder,
and before the smoke hid cleared, it had forced its wity
out, clearing a path for itsclf, and T conld licar it as it
galloped away.  Coming down, 1 loaded and again went, in
pursuit, finding it standing in the open, whout, fifty yards
from the edge of the wood, from the concealment of which
I again fired, making it charge, bt 1 dodged behind a
tree, and it passed through the smoke, and then stopped
and walked back Lo its former position.  Delermining to
get nearer, I stulked up behind a solitary thorn-tree io
within fifteen paces, and then planted amother ball, Tike
the last, in the shoulder. hringing it down, but it stimggled
up in spite of my sccond barrel, and stood, only looking
round at the noisc I miele in loading. 1t was Deaten at
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Lst s thonsh it fook 2Yee tnore <hots—nine in all—before
t ii!.x”j' tell dead. =iv ot these were well plaCe‘l about

ste showdder, ov.c wis il v too 1 ok, one in the head,

ol th 1 st in the ot of the c]r;s’f.






