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BLACK REINOCEROS (Diceras bicoruis) Pl
Ambaric; AWRARIS (D

One of the largest of the Afvican mammals, with a weighe of abom
2000 kg., the rhinoceros is so familiar in general appearance tha i
should not require detailed deseription. Tty main characteristics are
its two hormns situated one behind the other on the frone part of i
fong rather pig-like head, the complere lack of hair apart from wtis
on the cars and the end of the tail, and the pointed prehensile upper
lip. The horns are not a pare of the skall, as is the case with antelope,
bue consist of very closely compressed hair growing from slight
bony protuberances. The front horn is considerably longer than the
posterior horn and sowetimes reaches a length of 100-130 cm, The
three broad toes on cach oot produce an casily recognizable clover-
shaped wrack. The skin is of greyish colour though i the animal has
been wallowing in a mud hole ic may appear brown or even pink,
depending on the colour of the soil.

The black rhinoeeros is indined to be aggressive and ill-tempered,
and is one of the few Atrican animals which may attack without
provocation. Usually found singly or in pairs, rhinoceros are browsers,
living mainly on sanseviers, roots, the thomy shoots of acacias, and
other fibrous vegetation. Their eyesight is poor though they have
keen senses of heaving and smell. Onee fairly widely diseeibuted in
most ol the Tower-lying country, the rhine is now one of Ethiopia's
rarest species, found only in certain areas of the southwest, such s
the lower Omo Valley. Teis in serious danger o extinetion in this
country unless clfective steps can be taken for its Tuture protection.

SPOTTED HYAENA (Croctita crocuta) Pl
_+Amharic: DJIBB @

One of the commonest of Ethiopia’s wild animals, the spoued
hyaena is frequenty seen in thie headlights of o car at night, bodh in
open conntry and also (oraging amid che garbage on the ouskire
of towns and vill.lgcx‘. The |1y:u~nus of Flarrar and the "|1y;lcn.1 men”
who feed them are fanous and ave one ol the “musts” for any visitor
to the old walled city.

ETHIOPIA

About 8u . in heighe ae the shoulder, this species has a somewhat
mangey-looking dark tawny coat spotted with brown, a broad dog-
fike head with small counded ears, a shore muzzle, and extremely
powertul jaws. Unlike the striped hyaena, it has no crest of long hair
on its back, which slopes markedly downwards from the shoulders
o the rather weak hiadquarters. The il is short and nearly always
carried low.

With s shambling gait and bedraggled appearance, the hyaena
is hardly an atvactive animal. However, though it does & certain
amount of danmige to domestic stock and sometimes also Kills yonny
game animals, in- balinee it is almost cerainly beneficial in killing
sick animals and disposing of carrion, thus discouraging the spread
ol discase. Though largely nocturnal in habit, hyaena may sometimes
be seen in the day, particularly in the carly morning and juse betore
dusk. Generally encountered singly or in pairs, they will sometimes
it togeeher in packs of a dozen or more, hunting and palling down

fully grown antelope and other animals. The extaordinary range of

weird necrarnal eries and eerie shricks made by the hyaena are amony
the most Gamilir sounds of the Atrican bush,

COMMON WATERBUCK (Kobus elfipsiprymmnns) Pl
Ambharic: DEFARSA 7

The common waterbuck is similar in size, general appearance, and

habit to the Defassa waterbuck also deseribed in this book. The chiet

diflerences are the more greyish colour, comparced with the yabinh
brown of the other species, and the conspicuous ellipucal ving on the
rump, as distinet from the wholly white rump of the Defassa, Although
generally veferred 1o as dhe “common” waterhuek, itis, paradosesily.
far less common in Ethiopia than the Defassa, and is known v e
only i the region of the Webe Shebeli River and e neiphbooring
areas of southeastern Ethiopia, '

PANGOLIN (Smutsia temninckii) 4) Pl

The ground pungolin or sealy ant-cater is a curious-looking animal
ol almost prebistoric appearance. Tty stout body is of mediam size,
averaging about a metre in length, The entire aninal is protecied from
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