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STAY AT DASMC, ~ ~ K S I O S  TO A T T O P ~ E .  TEE PORtESTS. 
SAVAGES LVI) W R A h T S .  \YE LEAVE i3ASSAO. W h T .  

IT is with cidisRtion m health; ono mmt feel the want 
of it hefore ho know8 it4 value. To elaep on a to 
eat b r a d  are very \.nlgiu delights, seldom &want@, 
God, in Europe, even to t.bose least favo~ucd by fortme; and 
hence we do not realise the part they play in the happbma 
of life. Yct, aftor rrotne ~r*eeke of wonder, and almost of 
pain, you feel tho body bend, littlo by little, t o  new habite; 
but die privations, which day made more ~ ~ ~ C V O U  m, 
in our l i ~ d  camp at ~ a t ~ m . ~ ,  were of another kind: we h e 4  
forced back on o~rgclvea, awaiting the ond of the rainy 8 ~ -  

Ban, without look8 or nampapors, at the timo when, bel.hd 
the illusiorle which flew amay, and in place of tha dream 
which faded 0% nothing wae seen but the nuatere form8 of a 
painful duty. n e  f i ~ t  fine dsyvfi would, however, ~ O W  

seek* outside, that food of curiosity which is tho one thhg 
which can beer up the traveller; and when ti1ay came at  Imt, 1 
hailed them aa the prisonem of tllo Ark might have done the 
end of tho delago, only they had hell bettor homed than we. 

S ~ W  the 26& of October 1866, the rivqr had falIen six 
metres from fie highcet level it Ird reached. The immense 
lake that ~eparated from t.he ~~louutaiua mae nothing nloro 
h a  au ocean of mud; but thia slime, at fmt fetid, waa soon 
dried and hardened by the mm, and we were then able to 
take extended ramMm rollnd our hut. The t o m  stretches 
along the ba& of the river, on both  aid^ of the royal 
dlvclling. The narrow road that ran tbrough it wae, W ye$ 
no better than a dough. The inhabitanb had taken the 
trouble to lay trem of diff~rent sizes, from the t ? i ~ k  p& 

the derider bambo, by &do in the mud, so as to form 
F 
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respon6i~>i~ity to  benverr, they arc ~vi t~ l~ou t  love to t h i r  
ncigtbour. They abuse their uulrreroue privileges, treat the 
great of tllc eArtll alluost nfi equaln wit11 ~~11818, sad despific 
the pool; $fast of tllc young h n z e ~  have ii hcul t~ '  of for- 
getting tile monastic rules, eorno of which, howerer. i t  n.~\~l;t 

o-,vned, are troublesome to excess. Houddha prohibited 
his dieciples from t.ouchiug a votrtarr, from ~ ~ e a l r i n ~  to  her 
in a secret place, fi-oln sittiug on the Rume mat ni th  her, 
or fkam goin- on s boat which ~wried oitc. Indeed, hrt 80 

P 
drwded the mffuence of the femcrlo sex ou his religious, as 
to interdict their T ~ S C  of a mare or of a she elephant r h c n  
they made a journey. 

The B o u d h i s t  r~ lcndar  has n great rnang festivals. 
Ercry oue was lrcepiug holiday tit Snravi~ue; nnd the 
Ixlnzes, whom tlle faithful are bound to featit on paiu of lose 
of wlvstion, made a long hreakfi~st t.lre day after we arrived. 

In the afternoon a procession wcnt several times roilnd 
tho pagoda. It rccailed the Crrtholic ceremoniefi of the fiaine 
hind 80 thoroughly, as to make one forget himself. The 
h n z e e  marched before, c.arrJirlg emblcrn~ nud bauners; the 
lairs -me after ; and, lastly, closing the whole, appcmed 
the  women, in full dress and full chignon, thcir hands filled 
r i t h  Aowcra. 

'Arc oschanged visits of ceremony with the authorities. 
Aftor tabu inevitable prec;ontation of the letter from Siam, 
that magic tnlisrnan which opened every door to M, t . 1 ~  
governor promised to procure us s i s  elephante, apologising 
that he could not gct moro; he war; obliged to  take away 
firo for kitl annual vifiit to  all the pagodm of his province, 
which would begin the next day. Six elephants were 
enough for us. A lcind of narrow and long seat, like a 
child's cradle, set on sercral ox or deer ~kins ,  was kept in 
i ts  plam on the back of our bemts by a etrong surcingle of 
rattan. \V'hen wc left a vilhge or canw t o  one, we mcrc 
helped to mount or descend these living ~valIs,  by ladders; 
but it was dift'oreot when w e  had to hale in the forest. Some 
of the elephants, veiy well trained, Irnelt a t  the \vord of corn- 
]nand from the driver. T t  lookcd ae if' a hill  had fallen in on 
itself. Others wcro couteut to lift their fore foot, so 0s to 
form a kind of stool, bp mcrrns of  which oue could scramLfe 
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into his place The driver, astraddle ou tlie neck of his 
bc:18t, I c l  his lege h u g  behind thc l l u g ~  eals of t l ~ c  elephant, 
n7llic1i kept going all the time like lluge fim6. 

A word wae corrllllonly enough to guide theee ir~tclligent 
 animal^; but it sornetinles neccrtsxry to uee an iron hook, 
which watj stuck into the &jn oftfic head till it &et\. blood. 
In Icaving we tm'm crot;~ed the Sc-don, which 
ha8 very Rteep Our elephants, to got d o ~ n  the high 

of the river, had t o  t r u s t  thelneelve~ to alr~lost per- 
p c ~ ~ z c n l a r  path, hardly &an their owu fect '\\'hen 
the soil was loose, they stiffened their l e p  before them, let 
their hind lep &-ag, so fiat tll& tllighe mero on tile pound, 
and their belly sot rlluch it, and slid tu the very edge of 
the precipice, without for moment losing either their cool- 
n m ~  or their halance, m e n  thcy emerged in this way 
from a hollo~t., they looked Like a huge Mock of rock vhich 
had become dekcbed ,and \ra6 h motion. w e  l ~ n d  
thcir streugth before, but now admired thcir ymdenca w e  
had t o  clilnb a dry matercome full of r o h g  stones. They 
s-ned the huge tree above them, with itn barn rodf8, or 
the rmka overhanging them and kcpt their on every 
tuft of grwe or gram of never dvmcing a step till 
they f d t  ~ u r e  that the ground would hnr ti~cm. h some 
difficult place8 the7 took an hour to a kilometre; but they 
never stumbled oum. 

IVheti the woo& h d  replaced tile rice-field& me ceased 
to meet villages a t  which to make our e v e h g  and 
it necceaarp to w r y  provitliontl for R B V C ~ ~  d a p  IVe  
went along r ~ &  which no horse, howcvcr &hng or active, 
could hare travellad, and our h t s  perfomcd wonders of 
strength and c]evflfieM. &aching at after much toil, 
t he  top of a steep =cent, W e  discovered at  our feet, beyond 
the fbfiagc, a atrot& of w;ltor, in which the r n o n ~ k h ~  re- 
ff ected tlleir rouu<lcd we took it for one of th0S0 
mag&cent are thc ornament of virgin fore% 
80 often dcficri&d; but our L;rotiau~ undeccived U-it was 
the river Atloyce. 

n r e  had passed long days, formerly, a t  i b  ~llouth at 
Stuug-Trong, tie it an old q u a i n h c e ,  and we 
mishcd to rest on its bb. Thr: idea -of thie halt wag 
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pleaant, fur srl~el.al rc:laolia. TIE motion of elepbatits is 
very fa;t.iguing. It not strictly either r o b g  or pilclkina, 
but a of Loth lbcsc horrible t l ~ i u p ,  eo&plicatcd, on 

feast sourrd, by ,v nutIden and violent etep Lu~L\\+iirde. 
Thcac: Animale, olice tamed, if not specialy traincd for mar, 
are 0s timid as Lc~rr.~. I have been 011 one w l ~ i c h ,  iu spilo 
of its forlnidaMe tusks and huge ~ i z e ,  yhied a t  the sight of s 
small dog. In the forest, rvhich me h:~d to crosi; t.o g ~ t  to 
tfie liver's cdgc, they met more worthy object6 of terror; 
for \se the lair of a rhinoccrc,s, sud u tiger crossed 
our path. \Yc found oureelves, in fact, in a part abounding 
with these ferociou beasts, and OUT guides ~ c a n c d  no less 
terrified than the ereaturca they rode. M. de Lagrt5e did 
not thc 1cr;s gGve thorn the order to halt. \VC chose thc d r y  
bed of n torreut, which porlrfi itsell in thc rainy season into 
the river Attop&@, afi our place of encamprneut. Our Lno- 
tiantc, d w a p  wil l ing to halt, resi~tcd this time encrgotic- 
ally, and only yielded when they had exacted tho prorniee, 

impertinent as useles~,  that wo would neither Gght nor 
&wear, nor get iuto any noby d i ~ c u s a i o n ~ .  \.'or peatcr sc- 
ctirity they also forthwith b d t  a littlo altar to Bouddha, 
with brauches torn from tho  trees. All right mith heaven, 
they thought it veil to take the stepe which worldly pru- 
dence dictated, and IEindlsd huge fires round am a m p .  
We got under our shelter of lea~cs ,  uecessary at. this seuon 
by the heavinca of tho d e w ,  aud stretched oursclvc~ ua 
our mats, having primed our a1ns afreeh. Ae to our guides, 
onr drivew, and our baggsgecsrricrfi,  the^ emoked their 
cigarett.em, and cl~nt.ted in a low voico, but too cautious 
to cla~io on eye. When, after a weary march, I recovered, 
undcr the reviving influcncc of a cool night, entire passes- 
sian of myself r n i  tho~ght s  turned mdly to prance, from 
which no whisper had reached uy for eix xfionthe. lly man- 
dcring life a~nidet d e n t  forests, nith c v e q  emotion quick- 
eued bj- clofic contact n i th  the ~;rc:~tueas nf uaturc, filled 
me with uukuovi-u jo-js, aud kept off those tortwcrr of un- 
ccrt*&t~ a b u t  friends and countly, \sLi& were daily be- 
cofiGag more keen. But while 1 tried to  watch t.lla  tars 
twiukliug throl~gh &c interlaced brnnchc~ of the gourKi I 
aaw all the evi l  phautoms which, under the horrid forms oi 




