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T o  Susan D a m  in I April I 8381 
Sunday Evenlng 

,ranny 1\.f> dear C' 
I suppose lliss Katherine is at Chirk,' so I will urlte to vou.- 1 have not. 

however. an, particular news of an) k i n d .  I went to the Captains yesterdab 
evenine to drink tea.- it did one good to hear 51" FitzRok talk about her bab\ : ~t 

was so beautiful & its little \olce \\as such charming music.- The Captaln 1s 
going on \er\ bell.-that is for a man, who has the most consummate skill In 
looking at e\ ersthing & eve0 bod) in a per\ erted manner .-- He i:, working ver? 
hard at his book which I suppose w i l l  reall) be out in J u n e .  1 looked over a few 
pages of'C:aptain Kings Journal:: I \\as ;ibsolutely forced against all lovc of' truth 
to tell the Captain that I supposed i t  was ven good. but In honest real~t \ .  no 
pudding for llttle shoo1 bobs. e\er has so heav\.- I t  abound. with Katural 
Histon of a \er\ trash) nature I trust the Captaln'b o\\n \olume  ill be 
better - 

I ha\e  been rldlng ven reeularl\ lor the last fortninhi. 6r 11 has done mt .i 

I wonderful deal of g o o d .  I h a w  not been so thoroughill \\ell. since eating t\+o 
dinner a d.11 at Shrewsbun. 6i Increasing in w e i ~ h t  in due proportion.-' 

Two davs slnce. when i t  was ven warm. I rode to the Zoolog~cal Societ). 6i b\ 
the greatebt piece of- good fortune ~t was the fir>[ tlme this cear. that the 
Rhinocero. \\as turned out.- Such a sight h a  seldom been seen. as to behold the 
rhinocero~ klcklng & rearing. though neither end reached an\ r e a t  height out 
of jo\ - ~t ealloped up B down its court surpnsingh quick]\. like a huge cow. & 
it was manellous how suddenl) i t  could stop Br turn round at the end of each 
g a l l o p .  The elephant was in the adjoining yard 8: Wac greatly amazed at seeing 
the rhinoceros so frisky-: He came close to the palings & afier looking v e n  intend\. 
set off trottlng himself. with his tail sticking out at one end & his trunk at the 
other .squeel ing & braying like half a dozen broken trumpets- I sau also the 
Ourang-outang in great perfection the keeper shoued her an apple. but would 
not g n e  i t  her. \\hereupon she thre\\ herselfon her back. kicked gi cried. preclseh 
like a naught\ child.- She then looked Len sulk) & after two or three fits of 
pashion. the keeper said, "jennb if cou bvill stop ba\vl~ng Clr be a good girl. I will 
give you the apple.- She certainl) understood every word of this. B, though like 
a child. she had great work to stop whining. she at last succeeded. & then got the 
apple. with which she jumped into an arm chair & began eating it. with the most 
contented countenance imaginable. - 

So much for Xlonke\. B now for Xiis3 Xlaruneau. w-ho has been as frisk\ latel\ 
(as) the Rhlnc)ceros.-Erasmus ha< been with her noon. morning. and night. if 
her character was not as secure. as a mountain in the polal. repons she certainl\ 
would loost 11.- I,l,ell called thc.rc the other da\- 8: thert \\,as a beautiful rose on 
the table. Br she coolly showed i t  to him 8: said "Erasmus Darwin" gave mc. 
that.-- How lortunate it is. shc. is so \cry plain: other\cisc I should be frightened- 
She is a wonderful woman: when I.\tll called. he found Roger.. LC! Jeffrts. & 
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Empson calling on her.-"what a person she is thus to collect together all the 
geniuses.- Old Rogers seems to a warm admirer of hers.- He  says her laugh 1s so 
charming. it is "like tickling a chlld in a cradle." M'as there ever such a simile.-a 
pretty little baby i n d e e d .  She is ven bus? at present In making arrangements 
about her new novel.5 One bookseller has offered 3 profits Br no risk, but I suppose 
that is not enough.- I saw a verv nice & affectionate letter from Fannv H.6 to her: 
b\ which I should think Fann? \<as becoming more reconciled to the thoughts of 
the country life.- Do not becrab my audacious speeches about cousin H a r r ~ o t t , ~  
to Erasmus- I long to pa,, vou all a visit. but when I shall be able I do not exact11 
know.-not probably before June. or Jul?. - I will bring down with me \Vhewells 
puff about the Journal:%hich I wish was published Br off my mind.- 

Love to m? father I C Danvin 

l'ostmark AP 2 183( ) 
DAR 2" 339 

' Scc letter from Farm\ hlyddclron Blddulpi~ 14 J.~nu.in 1837. n 1 

: Published as Volume 1 of thc 4anai t : c  
.lccordlng to R I\ Dancln s . \ \ e lqh ln~  Accounr' book Dos\n Housc S1S . CD welch. nad 
lncreascd from lo  sronc 83 Ib on ; Octobcr 1836 ro 1 2  stone j oz on 18 Octobcr 183- In rhc vcar 
attcr his rcturn from the voyagc H\ rhc trmc of thls Ictter, however, he ma\ have bccn losing \<clght. 
on his next w l r  to Shrewsbun on :he 13th ofJulv he was do\\n to I i stone I Ib 2 oz 
Hcnq- Rogers. Francls Jeffrct arld I%llliam Empson werr all Nnrersfor the Edtnbnrg4 &:leu Jcffrn 
had been cditor from 1803 to 1 8 ~ 9 .  Empson becarne ccltor In 1847 ' h l a ~ n e a u  1839. 
Fannc H[cnslc~~h].  I c . .  Farm\ Slackintosh I\cdgwood, hlrs Hende~gh IVcdpood 
Hamcr hlarnneau s lmprrsslon of CD \ \ *  alrogether complimentan In her autoblograph~. 
reminiscing about 'eminent mcn who N-crc not valn'. she :vritcs of 'the s~mplc, childllkc. painstaking. 
cfkctivc Charla Darwin. who atablishcd h~rnself prcscndv at thc head of l~vlng Englsh naturailsts' 
Slaruneau 1877 r 3551. 

' Sce lcttcr ro J. S. Hcnslow. [ Z I  Januan  18381. n .+. 

From Lconard Horner 7 .4pril [1838]1 

11) Dear Damin  
I learned yesterday that the Factor) Amendment Act is to be brought into the 

House of Commons by the Gov'on Slonday. and it is material that I should be in 
the house. This obliges me to postpone the pleasure of your compan). but I hope 
h'ednesday will suit you equally well for the same kind of visit. 

E.ours faithfullw I Leonard Horner2 

2. Bedford Place 
j April 

DAR 210, lo 


