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The Identity of the One- 
Homed Rhinocerous 
in Berlin 1874-1884 

by L.C. Rookrnaaker 
In 1874 William Jamrach brought to (?ca. 10-20 cm.), but clearly visible horn. 
London a young female rhinoceros caught This calls to mind the present rather 
in the "Manipore district, Sunderbunds, awkward discussion about the presence 
Bengal". Later in the same year the or absence of a horn in the female 
animal was transported to the (West) R. sondaicus (cp. Groves 1971: 243-246). 
Berlin Zoo where it lived at least until Whatever the case may be in Java, I think 
1884. Its identity has been the subject everybody agrees that the females of the 
of a long and continuing discussion, former Bengal populations certainly had 
reviewed by Reynolds (1960:23) and no horn. Therefore, if Mutzel's figure 
Schlawe (1969:28). The confusion ori- Were true to reality, I can only conclude 
ginated with P. L. Sclater. In 1874 he that the Berlin rhinoceros was a typical 
identified the animal as a Javan rhinoceros Rhinoceros unicornis. This means, in 
Rhinoceros sondaicus (Sclater 1877:645), terms of nomenclature, that the name 
but when he visited the Berlin Zoo in R. jamrachii Sclater, 1877 now becomes 
1879 he thought it was a Great Indian asynonym ofR. unicornis. 
rhinoceros, Rhinoceros urzicornis (Sclater 
1880:420); the latter identification is  References: 
usually, but not always, followed nowa- 
days. Groves, C. P. (1971 1. Species characters in rhino- 

ceros horns. Z. Siugetierkunde, 36:238-252. 

~h~ rhinoceros in auestion was illustrated diigerwerf. A. (1970). Udiung Kulon. Leiden. 

on a print by G"stav Mutzel in ,882 Ko~r ist .  W. (1970). Die ersten einheirnigen 

(Schlawe 1969, fig. 20; Kourist 1970, Nashorner (Rhinoceros sondaicus Desmarest, 
1822 und Rhinocerds unicornis L., 1758) 

fig. 3). 1 find i t  impossible to see the der grossen europsischen Zoologischen 
"saddle" which is so clearly formed by GBiten in der Malerei des 19. Jahrhunderts. 
the anterior and posterior neck folds in Zoo[, Beitrage, (N.F.1 16: 141-154. 

the Javan rhinoceros (see photographs in Reynolds, R .  J. (1960). Asian rhinos in 
Hoogerwerf 1970). Also I was unable to captivity.Int. Zoo Yb.8 2:17-42. 

locate the Manipore district in Bengal; Schlawe, L. (1969). Die fL'r die Zeit vom 
if the Manipur district in Bihar i s  meant, 1 August 1844 bis 31  Mai 1888 nachweis- 

that would point to R, unicornis, Neither baren Thiere im zooiogischen Garten zu 
Berlin. Berlin. 

of these reasons for identifying the animal 
as an lndian rhinoceros are Sclater. P. L. (1877). On the rhinoceros now 

or lately living in the Society's Menagerie. 
and they allow differences of opinion. Trans. Zool. SOC. London, 9 :  645-660. 
More important for my present Sclater, P. L. (1880). Animals observed in some 
is, therefore, that this fernale rhinoceros cOntinenta~ menageries. Proc. zoo/. soc. 
from Bengal (or N. India?) shows a short London. 1880:420. 


