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Indian rhino calf was born and orphaned 
a t  SDWAP. In April 2005, Marc visited 
the park to become acquainted with the 
young rhino who was being hand-raised 
and was named Ecko in recognition ofthe 
contribution by Marc Ecko that  really 
launched the Campaign. ZSSD, *ecko 
unltd., and IRF are partnering to market 
a t-shirt bearing a hangtag telling the 
story of the Indian rhino calf and featur- 
ing the Campaign logo- which happens to 
be a rhino covered in graffiti sayingSSave 
the Rhino'. 

Randy G. Rieches in CornmuriiqrrC 
(American Zoo and Aquarium 
Association), August 2006 

Snn  Diego Zoo. California, U.S.A. 

The 200th hatching of a puaiohi (Mya- 
destespalmeri) a t  the zoo'sHawaiian bird 
breeding center is a milestone that  re- 
news optimism for the fate of this criti- 
cally endangered bird species native to 
the island ofKauai. The birds, represcnt- 
ing a species that  is believed to number 
fewer than 500. have been part ofa breed- 
ing program since 1996 when the first 
captive hatching of a wild egg took place. 
The 1)reeding and rclcase program is part 
ofa collaborative ef'fort undertaken by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. the Ha- 
waii DivisionofForestry and Wildlife. the 
U.S. Geological Survey and San Diego Zoo 
to build a sustain:lble population of these 
birds in the wild. 

The puaiohi, also known as the small 
Kauai thrush, is a small songbird that  
has  been reduced to a single relict popu- 
lation in the wet forest of the Alakai 
Wiltlernrss Prcscrvc. Habitat tlegrada- 
tiorl caused by feral ungulates and inva- 
sive alien plants, and the joint threats 
from introduced predators and diseases. 
are thought to be contributing factors in 
the decline ofthis species. More than half 
ofIInwnii's survivingsongbirds ilre listed 
as  endangered by the state ancl federal 
governments. 

Puaiohi are released into the wild ofthe 
Alakai Swamp after they are flown to 
Lihue, Kauai, then transported to the 
relei~se site. Therc they are placed in an 
aviary where they spend seven to ten days 
adjusting to the environment. More than 
l l 0  have been released into the wild since 
the program started in 1996. 

ComrnuniquP (American Zoo and 
Aquarium Association). July 2006 

It is 16 years since the last rhinoceros, a 
black rhino called Toni. died of old age a t  
Schonbrunn. Now these ancient mam- 
mals have returned. inhabiting a large, 
new and modern enclosure in the centre of 
this old zoo. 

A pair of Indian rhinos, Jange and 
Sundari, arrived in Vienna on 11 hlarch 
2006. Both are wild-born and both oftheir 
mothers were killed by poachers when 
they were only a few months of age. They 
were hand-raised by staff members of 
Chitwan National Park in the south of 
Nepal. All efforts to reintroduce them to 
the wild failed, so they renlained a t  the 
park's orphanage even though they were 
already threc. tlnd nine years old. 

Through mediation of the King Ma- 
hendra Trust  for Nature Conservation it 
was possible to transfer J a n g e  and 
Sundari to Austria, a transfer which was 
well planned by a number of experts in 
animal transport. To ensure that  the 
transport would run smoothly and would 
not bedisturbed by extreme animal rights 
activists. three routes were carefullvnre- 
pared. (Apparently both ~ u n i c h  'nnd 
Whipsnade hmtl clelt~ys duc l.o such ac- 
tions when they received rhinos from 
Nepal.) At short notice it was then de- 
cided to  t a k e  a direct  f l ight from 
Kathmandu to Bratislava. From there 
the rhino crates were loaded onto a truck 
t ~ n d  driven to Vienna. The transport was 
accompanied by the Nepalr:se keeper 
Nanda Ram Acharya. veterinarian Bal 

mud wallows, contain trees and rocks for 
body rubbing, and feature different kinds 
of substrate such as  grass, soil, ancl clpep, 
loose sand. One of these id reserved for 
rhinos only, but can be connectedwith the 

Krishna Giri, Helmut Ulzer, Peter Heindl 
and veterinarian Thomas Voracek from 
Vienna, and Peter Linhzlrt a s  the trans- 
port expert. The unloilding of the rhinos 
a t  their new home was stress-free. Both 
animals left their crates calmly and 
started feeding on bamboo immediately. 
The accompanying persons seemed to be 
more exhausted by the long flight than 
the  animals! 

Both rhinos seemed to settle well in 
their new home. At first. Jange and 
Sundari were quarantined within the 
inside enclosure. The new rhino house 
was constructed according to the hus- 
bandry guidelines established by the In-  

, dian fiino EEP, featuring all elenlents 

centre enclosure, which also allows 
access to Asian hoofstock like nilgai, axis 
deer and blackbuck. This mixed-ckxhibit 
enclosure is separated from an area that  
is reserved for Asian hoofstock only by 
vertical poles with a maximum width of 
46 cm, shutting the rhinos out. 

Wild-born Jange and Sundari are now 
part  of the EEP for this species and hope- 
fully in time will pass on their valuable 
genes to the next generations. Until then 
they are serving as ambassadors for their 
wild relatives, mnking this endangered 
species ; ~ n d  their prohlems known in 
Austria, enabling us to fina~lcinlly sup- 
port field projects in Nepal in coopera- 
tion with the King Mnhendra Trust and 
also to pass on knowledge to our Nepa- 
lese colleagues through training courses 
on husl~nndry, mnnagement and conser- 

; 

Regina Pfistermiillcr in EAZA Netus NO. 
55 (July-September 2006) 

that  are necessary for successful hus- 
bandry and the animals' well-being. 
Sealed rubbcr flooring covers all 400 m2 
of thc  indoor floor to protcct the r h i ~ ~ o ~ '  
feet. Heatcd pools with showers, wallows 
and brushes allow for many behaviours 
to occur. The house consists of two enclo- 
sures of 219 m2 and 130 m? and one 
smaller holding area. Mechanically-op- 
crated doors separate these from each 
other and from the outside enclosure. 
The interior is heated by underfloor heat- 
ing as  well a s  conventional radiators 
along thc walls. Large skylights enable 
daylight tocntor. A food preparation a r m ,  
hay storage and a trash room are also 
inside the house. The animals' main 

Toledo Zoo, Ohio, U.S.A. 

1 meals consist of straw mixed with hay, 
bamboo left over from the giant pandas, 
twigs, horsc pellets to supplement vita- 
mins ancl minerals, and s ~ n a l l  amounts 
of vegetabl(3s and apples. Olive oil is fed 
for essential fatty acids. 

Now that  the quarantine period is over 
and the weather is finally getting bcttcr, 
Jilnge and Sunclnri arcs iillowed into tllc 
spacious outside enclosure. On a total of 
around 6,000 m' three divisions are es- 
tablished, two of which have pools and 

The zoo's second lesser bird of paradise 
(Paradisaea minor) chick continues to 
flourish after being hatched in January 
and lenving the nrst  for tlle first time in 
February. There nrc I'cwcr th:ln 26 indi- 
viduals of this species in  four North 
American zoos, and Toledo houses five of 
them. These birds are being raised by 
their pnrents rather than being hand- 
reared: this is quite rare. as  the birds 
must feel very comfortable in their sur-  
roundings to raise thcir offspring in hu- 
man care. Lesser birds of paradise are 
very intelligent. and are capable of mim- 
icking rr wide range of sounds. 

Cor~~nlrrrlic~uP (hc!ric;ln Zoo ancl 
Aquarium Association), June 2006 

Wilhclma Zoo, S tu t tga r t ,  G e r m a n y  

The tlrill is one of thc most endangered of 
all African primates. There areonly about 
100 in zoos worldwide, and no one knows 
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