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Southcrn Whitc Rhinoceros 

The Southern White Rhinoceros Cera~otlterilrnt S ~ I N I I I I I  

sin~~ort, which had bccn fairly widespread throughout 

Naliiihi;~, Botswana, Zimb;~bwe, htozambiqt~c and South 

Africa carly in thc ninctcc~ith century, had by the turn of 

the t\veritictl~ century been reduced to two rclict 

populations on thc Zin~babwe-h,Iozambique border and 

in Umfolozi Garnc Rcscrve in KtwZulu-Natal. South 

.4frica. Tlic formcr bccarnc extinct, leaving the snnll 

population of 20-50 rhinos in Umfolozi Game Kesenrc, 

which \ws proclaimed in 1897. as the only ones left in the 

world. Affordcd protection. numbers increased and the 

population expanded into the adjoining Hluhluwve Game 

Rcscrve, and by 1960 there were at lcast 700 animzls. 

possibly more as game counts in those days normally 

undcrcstimatcd nurnbcrs. Within a year it had bccomc 

both possiblr: and necessary to capturc animals for 

translocation to othcr reserves within their former range, 

and hence the Natal Parks Board's "Opcralion Rhino" 

was launched. Ovcr the ncvt 30 or so ycars, morc than 

4.500 white rhinos wcrc movcd out of thc Hluhluwe- 

Unlfolozi Park and othcr rcsciTrcs in KwiLulu-Natal. 

Many have bccn donated to conservation authorities in 

especially Namibia, South Africa. Zimbabwe. Botswana 

and Mozambique, and sincc 1986 more than 1,000 have 

been sold, mainly by auction to the private sector. By 

2002. the numbers of free-ranging southern white rhinos 

in Africa had inercased to over 11,500 distributed 

between 250 populations in scvcn countries, of which 

about 11.000 \KIT in South Africa. The Southern Wlite 

Rhino is now listed as Ncar Threatened on the IUChTRed 
Lisr. A quarter of Africa's Southern Whitc Rhino 

population is privately o ~ n c d ,  and it is an important 

contributor to the ccononiic viability of the wildlife 

industry. 

, .- - P'r .. - \$; I'hutu 8.10 
m -  . A - .b ' - L t  . - Southern White Rhinocems . - -  Ceratorherium sitrttcrrt 

c-- - 2 sir~rtcrr~ (Near Thicutcncd). 

Bmed on irfomta~ion provided by i%larri,t Brooks. ILiC.W/SSC African Rhir~o special is^ Group 

distribution maps of species with the 2004 lj'orld Darabuse 

otr Pm1ccterl.4rr.m, corrcsporid to 13% of all species and 

19.9% of all thrcatcncd spccics analysed. The number of gap 

spccics doubles if only protcctcd areas of reasonable size 

(>1.000 ha) and of shictcr conscrvation classif~cations 

(IUCN I'rotcctcd Arca Cntcgorics I-I\.'; IUCN 1991b) are 
considerctl (Tablc 8.2). I t  is rlotc\vor-thy that tlic information 

on whether or not each amphibian species occurs in a 

protcctcd ilrca, providctl by the Global Amphibian 

Assessment cxpcrts, indica~es that a higher fraction of 

amphibians (33% of all species, 39% of all threatened 

species) are identified as gap spccics than by the 

methodology outlined by Rodrigucs et al. (2004) (sec Table 

8.2 and Appendix 2h). lrrcspcctivc of the exact numbers. 

these results dcmonstratc that the global network o f  protected 

areas is still far from complctcd in terms of covcragc of 

spccies, and cvcn lcss so for Ilic covcragc of threatened 

species. The gap specics arc niairily concentrated in regions 

of high cndcnlisni in ttlc \s3orld's tropical forcsls, partici~larly 

in montanc regions and islands (Figure 8.7). 
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