
Part l: Diircr's Gnnda 

111 July, 1497. a Portuguese Rccr sailed from Li\bon 
c o m m m ~ d c d  by V a m  da G a n ~ a  and w ~ r h  Irs arrival I I I  

Cl l icut  tcn I I IO~ICI IS  later clis Europcan  had tinally 
rcachcd itidi;~ by scn. in r i I I Alionso dc Albuqucrquc 
rook Malacca and by I ~ I !  the Por t~ ig~iesc  llad rcacli-'l 
China. It is wi t l~ in  chc contcst  o f  chrs i'ornlguesc. 
conqucst o f  t11c East 112 chc s p r i n ~  of  1 5 1 4  thnr diplo- 
rllaric ncgoriations \virl~ Muzafhr. King o i  Cat~tbai .~.  
were  engaged by Albuquerq~te from !:is hc.idq~urrcr\ 
a t  Goa whetlcc h c  desparchcd ccrmin prcscnts, ~~los r l>-  
vessels o f  silver, ill return [or \c~hiclt Ilc pcrsonzl1)- \vai 
given a '~uolacrous bcast' called in t l ~ c  Guz~rmt  
language a g a ~ r d n . ~  The  rliinocero<, t o  use itr European 
name, wintered a t  Surar, arrived in Gon o n  Scprcmbcr 

1 5 .  1514. and Icir o r  l'orrugal 3s a present to King 
Mnmrcl 111 J Hcet \\-li~ch sailed from Cochin earl! in 
jnnunry. 151 j. T h c  route ro Europe tllcn passed 
bcnvcc~t M.tLlag.t.;c~r nnd tlic mirnlnnd o i  Africa. '4 
yoii~tg C;crrllnn rcsiricr~t it1 Lisbon. Valcntin Fcrdinai~a. 
rccol.ds rhc .lrri\.al o f  tilt rhi~lclceror 111 L i ~ b o n  on  
May 20.l 

So begills rhc it~lprob.~blc s:ory o i  thc rlttnoceros i l l  

Eurupc. Altho~igh,  as a modem xi-ricer3 has obscrv':d 
'acsthctically, ott: 51ily realt>c:. rhc rh i~~occros  ha. 
~ttisscrl rltc bu\', yrc ic bccrn. \\,orth\viliic ro trace. 
I~o\~c\rcl .  bricfly. in t h i  and 3 s~rccccding article the 
i m p m  o i  this csoric and unlikely animal on  Europcarl 
art. Tllc t \vo-hon~ed African ri~inoccros had bc:n 
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litcrary rcfi.rcnccs t.arlv Cliristin11 \&n 
~ncdiacval travcllg,s, IIO live aniiilal liad bccn sccri in 
Europe until May, I 515: it docs not figtirc in bcstiaries 
or phntcd book .  The Lrrbon bcast G\ a one-lionicd 
Indian rliiiiocrros: tlic fir\[ African rhinoceros [two- 
Iiornctl) to be i~~iportcil Into Europe sillcc I<omaii 
rime\ arrivcd at the I<cgcnr'\ I'ark Iicadquartcn of 
&c Zoological Society only in 186X.' The Indian or 
Bengal rhinoccroi, tlicrctorc, is thc onc treatcd 
hcrc, and it \  physical appnmncc only, not its supposcd 
111agical propcrtics nor its iilcnrification with rhc 
t i i i icor~i.~ 

Altliot~gIi no rhi~ioccro\, live or iicail. II:IJ been xeii 
ill Europe sincc tile t i ~ ~ i c  of thc Iloman c~npirc. yct 
tllcrc were certain bclicfs conccniincr die aninial char 
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had bccri 1landcr.l down by :iurliors from classical rii~lcs, 
tlic ~rincivnl bclicf bci~ic tliar thcrc \vas a natural 

1 1  

antipathy bcrwccn the rhi~ioccros arid tlic clcphant. 
This Icgcnd, Manucl 1, King of  Portugal, dctcrnrined 
to put to tlic test, for lie had already, aiiiongst othcr 
wild animals, an clcphant in liis iiicnagcric at Ribcira." 
This coiiibnt on Trinity Sunday, r j l . c ,  elided in 
ignoniinious Licfcat for tlic clcphant, wlio flcd in 
rcrror. A fen* ilionclls latcr. in Decci~ibcr. tlic rhino- 
ceros was shipped as a prcscnt to Popc Lco X. to join 
an elcphaiit' and a chcctali scnt h e  prcvious year. Thc 
gifts included, bcsidcs vessels o r  silver, a gilt-iron chain 
and a grccn velvet collar studded witli roses and 
carnations. As rhc Portugucsc author, Fontoura da 
C O ~ U ,  so charmingly colilllicnts 'Ho\v dandy poor 
gatlda must appear in such hamcss'. ~ r r i \ "ng  in 
Marseilles in Januar)-, 1516, thc animal was brought 
ashorc at tlic rcqucst of the French king, Francis I, who 
had just arrivcd from La Saints Bauine. RC-cnibariig 
at chc end of  January or early February, 1516, the 
Captain, Jo5o de Pina, set sail for Romc but, a storni 
arising, tllc ship and all aboard were lost in the Gulf of 

, Gcnoa, probably off Spczia; the rhnoccros. drowned, 
: was washed asliore, p r e s ~ n t l ~  stuffed ~_n_djq-m-i%d at 
: the Vatican a triumph of tlic tasidermist's arrtb 

Mean\vliile a draxving, possibly by a Portuguese 
hand, arid a dcscripcion i f  this cxoric animal by ~ A c n -  
tin Ferdinand had arrivcd in Nuremberr and ~rovided 
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inforiiration and sciiiiulus for Diirer's dranving and 
woodcut, both produccd 111 I j I j (Nos. I and 2 )  and to 
be seen topcthcr at rhc rcccnt cshibirion in the British 
muse tin^.'^ The drawing, wliicli went to the British 
Muscuiii a> part of Sir Hans Sloanc'b collcction, \\*.as 

oiily o ~ l c  of-a larsc numbcr of  Diircr drn\vings; but 
tliis onc, we arc told, lie kept not aniong liis old Inaster 
drasirings, but in thc scctio~i ctcvoted to natural hiscoy. 
What  is rcmarkablc about Diircr's drawing and die 
woodcuts in all chcir cditions is how lic \\?as able to 
qrasp tlic cssc~~tials of tliis cstraordiniiry aniiiial n.itli- 
our cvcr Iiavinr sccn it. It is casv with hindsirht to bc 

U 

roo critical. Tlic addition of a s~iiall twisting horn on 
the witlicrs is purc invaitio~l, or a mis-r~icljilg_o_f&c 
Po~tugucsc skctcl_l, or po_ssibl\, an c c l 2 o f  [lie h&d 
unico~n,  whosc csistcncc 11ad not yct bccri doubted. 
And tlrc I~iglily styliscd drawing of tlrc folds of thick 
iicsli so that tlicy seciii to be iliade of stccl sheea of 
annour of  prc-Masimilian date, \\-it11 their oval and 

I .  l'rcparatc~ry 
prllcil dra\rving by 
1)iircr c i r h c  Lirboll 
rhl~loceros for tllc 
I S I 5 \~oodcut. 
Slt~a~rc. Cc~ll~*ctioti, 
Mr11is11 .+f~tsrt~t~~. 

2. Iliircr's wt~c~dcut 
of  1 1  5 ,  fin: cditrol!. 
Bri~islt M~tstttttt. 

circular markings, in pllccs rc~iiarkably like rhc 
ocil-dc*-pcrdris patteni of  S+vrcs, simply do not csist in 
fact, ary Inorc t l~an do thc carefully drawn scalcc on 
the leg;. Thc Gcrman namc for a rlriiioccros of this 
InJian spccics is aptly Panzcrnashom. Zoologically 
tlicn, thcrc is ~nucll to bc dcsircd, yct iionctliclcss as 
F. J. Colcl0 lil\ noted, Diircr's woodcut 'cnvisngcs the 
distinctivc congruity of dlc aniriial, bcncr than latcr 
ones esccutcd from lifc', a rc~iiark whosc trutli c311 bc 
sccii in tliis articlc. 

Tlic inlplct of Diircr's woodcut on chc European 
i~nagination is oiic of the cxtraordinary triu~ii~lis of an 
artistic vision. Therc \vas. as will be seen in the sccond 
of these articlcs, ariorhcr vision, a liiorc naturalistic oiic, 
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dating too fro111 n \vooticl~t of tlic s,\lric ciatc. I 5 i 5 ,  by 
U ~ r ~ k ~ ~ i a i r ,  but this l o r  iiincif~~l n11i111;il never Ii.id .I 

chalice np ins t  I>iircr3s. Not only tliil the 1.1rtcr'h run 
into a nu~i ibcr  of  c t l ~ t i o ~ ~ ,  but at o ~ i c c  Iii\  vcrsloll ofchc 
rhinoceros, usually ii~inck~lowlciIgc.d, pnsscd into 
zoological literature. 'flu\ a\pcct 01' t l ~ c  Iliircr rl1111o- 
ccros llns bccn n ~ i l u s ~ n ~ l y  ni i t l  brill~antly covered hy 
the late 1'. J. Colc. I-ic I iows  liow C;csncr ( I  5 5 1 ) .  
Thcvcr (1575)~ Johnson (1650) ;11id mnny othcri 
plnginrizcd thc Diircr wooclcut, until finally hc 
'expires not i l l  .I 111.igniilccnt xitl It.nrnci! h l ~ o  \\.it11 
ha~~d-colourccl ~ > l ~ t c s ,  but 111 111 u~~rc~i ic~i ibcrc ; i  \I~abh\- 

nor cvcn put his nanlc' In i;frg. ' ' 
Uilt it \vn\ in the v15~1.11 . ~ r t i  L\ \vcll 11) z ~ ~ c ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ; I I  

\vorks that Iliircl-'S rli~noccror 1l.itl :l q u . ~ \ ~ - l ~ i o ~ i o ~ o i ) - y  
for nearly 250 years; fro111 151 i u ~ i t ~ l  tlic 1-40.. \vIicli 
another l ~ v c  an1111al - there 11.iti bccn otlicri In bctr-:c11 
that passed L I I I ~ I O I I O U ~ C C ~  - L C C ~ I I ~ C  n Europcai: scrn.1- 
tion. Meanwhile it is tile puryosc of  this art~cl: draw . . 

attention to  a Iiapliazaril assortllicnt ot'Diircr's ' g a n d ~ '  
arrangcd chronologicaliy and In a variety o i  i i l a t c ~ ~ ~ . I s  
and tcchniqucs; this sclcct io~~ IS subjcctivc nnd oicoursc 
inconipletc. l 2  

First then is anotl~cr \vooiicutl.' of  I 548 bv Eiicn 
Vjco (No. 3 )  that is virtually a copy ot tlic Diircr 
woodcut cxccpt tha; it is in rcvcrse and tliat Vico 113s 
complctcd thc ]lairs on  tl1c tail wliicll Diirer oniitrcd. 
possibly becausc his bos\x,ood block was too  sn~all. 
N e s t  and of  roughly rhc sailic dare there is chc nlagni- 
ficcnt tapcstry at Kronbore Castlc Denmark (No. 4), 
of thc type known from the dccoracio~i as ~fi~lrlles-dc- 
clrorls (cabbage leaves) o r  liiorc rcccntly as ~/i~iillcs 
d'nris~alodrc and given to n bctory at G r a n ~ i ~ ~ o x i t  in 
the Low Countrics.l4 Its riasal liorn is like a thick stick 
o f  barley sugar, o r  as though cut out of  cardboard, m d  
the writhen horn or1 its back has incre.iscd in s i x ,  but  
it is clcarlv Diircr's animal. 

T h e  nest  nvo  rcprcsei~tations arc both in ]ox-: rel~cf, 
onc in stonc. tlic othcr ill bronzc and both in Italy. T h c  
marblerelief (No. 5 )  now in the Dcposito dei Fram- 
na at dlc Musco Archcolorrico in Naplcs is part of 
the B o r ~ i a  collection o f  clacsical antiqui:lcs, lcfr ro the 
c ~ u s c ~ i m  as such and publ~siicd by O t t o  Kclle: (m Die 
Atrtikc Ticr~~lelt, 1909). as a 'Ponipcian rclicf', prc- 
sumably o f  thc 1st ccntury AD.!; But it is, of  coursr, 
dcrivcd from Diircr's riiinoccros, nor dirccrly iron1 the 

be fo11111l frcqucntly at .I Inter date. 1311 t l ~ c  W r ~ ~ l ~ t s ~ ~ ~ a n  
s ~ ~ i ~ f f  30s [NO. 1 0  for CS;I I I I I>IC - \v1t11. 111 tlic left .., 

bnc!ig:ounil, rllc i i v o u r ~ t c  sul>jcct o f the  fight 11cr\\~cc11 
an clcphnnt and a rhinoceros. Esccpt lor tlic size oi tlir 
spir;~l horn, the rest could be tlcrivctl fro111 I )i~rcr'\  
wooclrut direct, brit an i n t c r ~ ~ i c d ~ ; ~ r )  hourcc ia 11101-L. 
likely, o ~ i c  tI1;i~ Iiaa Iiot so Car been tracc~l. Iiut the 
o11i11ial c o i i i b ; ~ ~  in tlic l1;1ckgro111111, t l ~ c  7icrlrot:. \ c )  

co1iin:on an ingrcd~ent  of  Gcriiian :I, \vcll as It:~lian arl, 
~liigiit \vc I I  be dcr~vecl fro111 Tl icvc t '~  C I I ~  i l l  I l l \  l..] 
C~~s~~rc:yr ,~i~l~ic.  Urrit~c.r.~lk. of' I 575. 

IIy t i l l i t .  t l ~ c  r h ~ ~ i o c c r ~ <  I1.11! . I C ~ ~ I I I I C ~ ~  .I \ V I I I I I I \ I I C  
< I %  \vt,ll .I\ :I Z ~ I C I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ . I I  c l~ .~r ;~c tc r  l ~ k c  i t ,  I ~ . . I I I I - I I I . I I ~ ,  I I I C  
i1111ciir11, :l11 X I I I I I I , I ~  \\.1t11 J src.itcr 1-1~1it t o  c x i \ t c ~ ~ ~ c  
lic~-:tt~~c t l ~ r c  \$er( 111 trc.\wrlc\ .III<I c,~ku~ict\ $ 1 1 .  .AI~:I-  

5 .  Marble relief. 
Italian, jisreeath 
century. 
Xfilrco Xa.-ic~ralc, h"1ylc.i 

6. Ilronz- rclicf on 
one of d ~ e  west doors 
ofPisa Ccthedral, 
~ r 0 b 3 b  ) by Anzelo 
Scalln!. c. 1600. 

xvoodcut but possibly froiii V~co's  vcrslon (No.  l). 
since not  onl?- is ~t fnclns the riShl \vny but it also 1:ns 
thc large spiral horn on  tlic c ~ t l i c r \  .lnd tlic c o ~ i ~ p l - t c  
tail already ~ioriccd; but tlic rclicf i \  squ;ltccr and 
becausc o f  the rclntivc intrnctab~l~ty of thc n~arcr!al. 
marble, less dctailcd. 

T h c  sccond rclicf is on one of the west doors of  
cathedral (No. 6) comylctcd c .  I ~ O O  to r c p l ~ c c  tliosc 
destroFci by fire in 1sy~.1"11c r l ~ i ~ ~ o c c r o s  hccs this 
time to thc riglit :IIICI i <  ~1.icciI n t  t l ~ c  hotto111 o f  tllc 
central door. l'rolnbly by the sculptor. Anpclo 
Scalani, to \vho111 payllicnt \vns madc for tllc ciglit 
aninlals on tllc right door, inc lud i~~g 'uno rinoccronte', 
thc plcliydcrm in nearly full rclicf stnnds armourcd 
and placid facing a pil~ii trcc - the first nssocintion oC 
rhino and palm trcc, togctiicr a visio~i of  Cathay and to 



(111ity \ t >  I I I , I I I ~  I I I O ~ ~  11nic~>r11 rl1:111 r11111tici,ro\ i ~ < > r ! ~ \ .  
I'ro111 1~.11! to  E I ~ ~ I . I I I L I  cllt. culr ~ii ' tl~c,r,~t/~r/it \p~.e.~kI. 011 

the cci l~ng of  13lickl111~ H d .  Norfolk, ib ro bc 51'Cll 111 

wliitc plnsccr, n stmmlsc bcasr (No. 7) ricrivcd +om 
I-lcclry T1znclin~n'\ ,\lrrri~rr~t; Brrriirrrrrr or ( i  ,qtrrr/cr: iil' 
/r~rili:.~i/ I ~ I ~ I ~ . I . \  ~t:i<~rrrr~,/ rrlrtl~ i~rri/:/r~~.\ t11rt; rrrr/~rr.~,i.,. i!j 

.\1111liry ltti:lrr~.~ rr(~111Iy , t i . ~ , ~ > r ~ f ,  ~~rilrcr/r:cJ 411rtl /~rrl~/r~/ri ,i 1x1 

1012. It 15 .I 1 0 1 1 ~  \ v . I ~  C ~ ~ > I ! I  1)iircr 111 chc L>ro.~ttI~ 
~ ~ o r c l i c d  dor5;ll horn .Incl ill rile gcncr.~l co. \ rscl lc~~ o l  

the cnsr.~vins \VIIICII was ialrhfully follo\vcci b\- rile 

rcmark.lbic ob!cci> t o  hav t  bci.11 ~ t l v c ~ l r c ~ l  fur .I c.lblncr 
o f c t ~ r ~ o s ~ t ~ c ,  Is the r ~ 4 1 e f 1 ~  tllc c.~srlc ; ~ t  1'~>111111c:~icItic1i, 
~ I O I I I ~  O ~ C ~ I C  Sclliinborn t'.miil! (No.  X) ;  ~ n ; ~ r i c  oi\hcils. 
the boj)  Lrmcil  oi' a sinplc rortoi\c5licll (prob.tbly 
.l11 311~1si011 to tllc ~nrcril>tli>il 011 tile 1)iircr \vooJcuc 
that s a y  ci~ar the S ~ I I I  OF C!IC rl~i~ioccrob TCSCIIILICI ;I 

spccklcti torcoi~cshc!I). Icgs nnii hcad and  11intltlu.1rrcrs 
ot 'n  varicry of  shell\ nntl the : o n ~ u c  of tbvci ro\\-S of 
cor:il\. Arc~lilbol:ic\clue in in\p!mtion. i t  i b  si;ltcd CO r l ~ c  
first hnli o t  chc ~cvcilrecnth ccilrur\- l11t1 II:I\ ;I[ Ic.lsr 
sincc an Invcncory of  17'1 bccn as\ociarcd xv~tl! an 
cbony cabinet o f  r. 1650 cont.~ining n coilcct~on o f  
shclls, kcp: oddly crlough in thc prlncc's bcclroo~l:.l" 
In gilt-bronze and perhaps towards the mlddic o i  the 
scvcnrccnrh century arc a p:r_o_f ssndJ Egt~rcs, ( N o .  g) 
also, it xx-ould seem. Gcrman. the markings csaggcrat- 
cdly in relief, 111ounrs pcrl~aps troni a cabincr d e s t ~ n e d  



for n Ku1ihtk:111111icr. 
U 'c  I I ~ L I \ [  11uw 111~>vc rm 51s~) ! C ~ I T \  111. 11101.c to tllc 

courr of Augubr~gb tllc Srrong (1670-1 733) ;I[  I)rchi1'11. 
I t  1, to tile ~ ~ l c : l ~ ~ l r c - l ~ ~ v l l l s  Snso11 lll~>ll.lrcll tl1;1r \VC (>W c 
0111, t i~i .  iC~v  r c p r c ~ c ~ ~ t ; ~ t i i ~ n \  01' 1)iircr'h , q t ~ ~ ~ ( / l i  ill tile 
rr)c111,1 .1t111 of I ~ f c - ~ ~ z e .  Tlicrc I \  prcscrvcii i l l  rlic 
Kul.icr\r~cl~ K.ihu~ct! .it I )rc\tic~l .I ~ i ~ l o u r c i l  tlr.~\ving of' 
.I  r l i ~ ~ ~ u c c r o ~  (No.  10) lctl h! r \ v o  t:~l\c. o r~ '~ l t .~ l \  \rlio 
1i.1vc .~tr.~ciictl r r ,  its horli .I \art t ~ i  hridlc ciCsi1111~. ~ I I I I I  
111.1terl.ll. t;~llowcd by tllrcc t1111iLcl~ hl;~ck;lmoors 
L ~ . I I I C I I I ~  Morris-like ' I ~ L ~ I I I L I  .I ~1c>r t ;d~I~~  111:1yp(>Ic. l'lic 

. ~ t t ~ l i c l ; ~ ~ l t \  .ire ~ I ; I I I C I ~ I ~  L I I I C C ~ I I C C ~ I ~ C ~ ~ ! ~  ;it tile ~1.11iccr~ 

.111d I > ( \  \ v ~ l ~ i i e r ,  Fc>r tlic nliiillal tiicy lead is, alas. Ilor 

.il~vc hut .I J L I I I I I I I ~  liindc of xvood l1111 painted paper. 
I r  i \  In i.\ct p:lrr oi'.111 clabomrc proccs\ion. ;I pair to  ail 
c lcl~l~; lnt ,  illndc for courr fcsrivitics of A u g ~ i s r u ~  tilt 
Strong 111 1 7 0 9 . ~ ~ '  It \\,.I\ ~i~itiir:l, rllc~i* tliat tllc r l i i ~ ~ o -  
i.cros, p.11rcc1 . I ~ : I I I I  xt it11 tlic c1cpIi~111t~ slioc~lil li;i\rc b ~ ~ l i  

011c OF [ I IC  ~ ~ ~ r l i c r  .111i111:ilh i ~ ~ ~ ~ t i c l l t ~ l l  for I l i h  jap.11icsc 
lJ.iI;~cc In M c i b \ c ~ ~  porccl;~in. Tlic i~i i~deIIer  \vas Joi~nnll  
(;ottlicb K ~ r c l ~ ~ i c r , ' :  prcdcccssor of t l icgrc.~t  K I ~ I I L ~ ~ L - ~ .  
niltl tllc cI;ttc o i  the \vilitc figures i b  173 r . They  xvcrc o f  



i~nusunlly lnrgc size. ('106 X (18 ~111.) a rcn:arl;.~blc 
technical a c h ~ c ~ ~ c ~ i ~ c n ~  a110 a150 of  co11s1dera5ic 1111p.1ct 
as n-orks of  art. Of eight oracrcd. fpur ozly a p p a r  to 
Ilnve bccn dcllvcrcd.=: T\vo arc still in the Drcrdcn 
collcctior~s. ollc i l l  \\-Itit:. one \\,it11 traces o f  cold 
pnintinfi. n thircl, iIlt!ttratcd licrc (No. 1 1 ) .  \vns 
ncquircd by the Music Nntionnlc dc Cernmiquc at 
Si.vrcs In ]R37 2'; part o <  ail C S C ~ I . I I I ~ C ,  roecd~cr  w ~ r l l  
\cvcral orlicr I.irgc white ;tr,~m.ils nlltl bird. also iron1 
tht,sc modcl, o i  Kirclincr a:itl Knc~lilcr Lx tllr 
1.i~micsc P n l a c ~ . ' ~  The  direct \clurcc of dcsigi W ~ I I I \  tcl 
bc tile wntcrcolour (No. 10) r;ltllcr than the Ddrcr  
woodcut ,  11otc tllc Icngtli a t  tllc dorsal h o r r ~  n ~ ~ t l  
cilc cclltrnl fliitctl ;~r~nc,ur-plnt t l l~ c lc~encr , i t in~  i l l to  .I 

p.Ittcrlr ot' H:lttc~~cti oval;. 
Till. i i ra \v l~!~  ( ~ ( ~ l t l ~ ~ i -  p. z j  Ilcri. t i r ~ t  p i ~ b I i s h ~ J  I \  of' 

crcn greater llitcrcst to tii:, Me~\\cn who!nr t h ~ n  1c1 

tilt rl~inocerc~s icol~ograpilcr, for I t  Is onc oftile verb. 
i i ~ v  conrclllpor.tr! iira\iil~g. L l i  Mcix\cn \*:arcs to 1 l . l ~ ~ .  

sulvivcd. I t  i~ 011c of a S C ~ ~ C S  of' ~\\~cnty-t \vo Xvatrr- 
colo~lr  ~ ~ . I \ V I I I ~  Ii)r, or 111c)rc likely aftcr. 2 I ~ I J ~ I I I -  



1 ; . h4clsccn dish 
!ri1111 the Alnwick 
Castlc scn-ice. 
71rc I>rtkr o j  
l\ior/lrtnnl~erlnird 



I:. Chul\ca dlsl~. 
r.l?plcd I?OIII h'<). I 3 ,  
rcd ~11c11or pcrliitl, 
l .  1 7 ~ s .  
Invirt U1l1rrrrryc.r 
Ct~ll~~cfiorr. A1ctrr )',ark, 

Cliclsca porcelain of die red atichor pcriod (but of 
oblong and not circular form. thus recalling the Plat 
dc Minagc) in the collection of Judge Untcrmyer in 
Nc\v York (No. 14). Not only is the rhilioceros 
csactly copied but also e v e n  flolver. nvo roscs?' and a 
tu l~p to tllc lcft, for csaliipie, and a singlc rose spray in 
the n m  above, is esactly mimicked, which uicans diat 
tlrc Mc~sscn original must have bccn available In 
London about r 755 for Cl~clsea painters tohavccopicd; 
arid t111s is o f  importancc in rhc history of the North- 
unibcrland scrvlcc, about which the Meisscn archivcs 
.lrc silent. 

Tliat Chclsca rook the pails so claborately ro pro- 
long the esistcncc of the Diirer rhinoceroj to I 755 is a 
t r i b~~re  to Diircr's genius. for. as d ~ c  ncxt article will 
sho\v, by 1755 rhc arnlour-plated animal \\it11 rlic 
scaly Icgi and \vrrthcn horn on itc \\-ithrrs had bccn 
su!>crscdcd by thc Lcydcn rhinoceros. Oudry in 1749 

I and Lot~ghi in I 75 I had cacli painted-a rjlinoceros iron1 
11i~-i11d engravings had alrcady appcared ill- 174j; but 
old ideas die harci. I\hinoccro.r i d  palm trcc arc to be 
hccn again on thc W r i g h t s ~ ~ ~ a u  s~iuffbox in silver and 
gold piqui. on dark shell, n~ounted in 1768/g (No. I S ) .  

nltliougli the plaque itseli had evidently been madc 
cnrlicr. Nonctl~cless, rhc fact that i t  \\-as worth rc- 
n~ounrine so late was in itself a vicrorv for Diircr. or 

Paris. Each of thc c~plit scpar.ltc picccs tllar for111 rllis 
extravapanza has c11c poinqon o r  ;L 'C '  beloxv 2 cro\vn 
\vIiich was n pun cl^ used o111\ bsrwcc~l I 745 and 1 7 ~ 9 . 2 "  
W C  arc a long \vay tro111 Iliircr. Even rhc horn on its 
note is now \vritIicn to ~iintcli the Ic~lgthcncd dorsal 
one: tlic fblds of skin on thc ncck have bcco~nr 3ln:ost 
a ruff\vhllc the markr~igs on It% backl~avcbccns~nc~oth- 
cd nut, the scaly I C ~ F  r c ~ ~ ~ a ~ n ~ n g .  Srncc. as v-111 Le 
shown in tlic ncsr art~clc. 7. IIV:' rliinoccros W= t11c 
rase of Parii in tllc \ t l l l l l l l t i  o i  1719 and sincc dlc 
Parisian dcalcrr \\.ere n o t h ~ n ~  i L  not up-ttrcia:~ riiis 
clock <11ouId bc datcct to 1748 or a vc.ir or <o carl::r. 

. - 

perhaps cdclibcratc snub to thc ticw sciintific approach 
to natural llistory cxcmplified by Buffon.'j 

Morc exactly dateable, to 1749 at latest, is rlie Louis 
XV clock, No. 16, with a dial signed Etienne Lcnoir i 



I f .  I . * ~ ~ I I \  X V  111~111\1l~t  

'.It!.!-., \\ltI! tilt, 

I ~ ~ U I l ~ ~ l l l  (lt'thc 
cro\vncd 'C', i. 17qh. 

i 5 .  Lot115 XV gold 
sr~uKbt>s, d ~ c  lid 
pique. 
! ? ' ~ ~ / I I S I I I ~ I I  
C o i k r : h ~ r ~ .  



IS. Liverpool dclit tilc. 
c. 17G5. 
City Art Gallcry, 
Brisrol. 

Fitlnll!. t o  hllo\v t11c uttcr tlcgr.ltlarion t o  iv l i ic l~  
Diircr's ~ l o b l c  h e a t  11nd fallcli it i \  wcrrrli gi:lncilig for  ;L 
Inonlent  at tltc ilgurc in thc L a d i c '  A ~ i ~ t ~ ~ c ~ i i c n t o f  1702 

( N o .  I j )  and  at a Livcipool dclittv.trc'7 t i k  (No. IS) (;I] 
tlic Ar t  C;nllcry. Urlrrol) \vh1c11 tt ~lispircd. i f  t i n t  is t i ~ r  
r i e i ~ t  w o r d .  T h c  charactcrist~c dorsal h o n i  has ciroppcil 
off, cllc 11cnd i \  ncarcr a pig o r  c!cphanr's, b u t  t h c  I I i i rcr  
original nonctltclcss can Lc tmcctl, b u t  on ly jus t ,  i n  t h c  
~ l l a r k i n g  of thc  rib capc and  thc discs o n  tllc platcs o f  
h idc  o n  citltcr sidc. It is difiicult t o  r c c o p i s c  ~ v l i i t  
Topscl1 in 1607 had oncc  dc;cribcd in Tizc Hiirorir q j  
t;lrrrc-filotcd Bcnsri L$ "iic S C C O I I ~  \volldcr o i n a t u r c  . . . a . . 
b c . ~  in cvc ry  w a y  admirable. bo th  ior tllc ou t \va rd  
shapc, q u a l ~ t i t y  a n d  :rcntllc,s and  also f o r  tltc in\vard 
courngc, disposition and mildness'. 

T / i c  sccclrd pnrt qf tlrese .Vote.. 7;111~nrds tire I c c ~ r ~ ( ~ r n ~ ~ l r y  
ni'rlle Rhrrroceroi./olbrvi irt a rrrbsrqrrcrrt issrrc. 

NOTES 

I. Callcd Gon~da by Diircr ill Ills d r ~ v i n g  (No. I); othcr 
Hindu cquivalcnti are Gcnda, Gairida and Goiiicla. 

z. Thc story of thc Lisbon rhinoceros was tics; told in any 
demil by Carnpbell Qodgsonin the Diircr S o c i ~ w ~ l l  
por:f0110 of 1901. and rcpeatcd m an abridged iorul U> thc 
same author's C~!slozue qftirc Eariy Ccnrrarr Il%o&~rt: 111 :ilc 
Elrttirl: Alrtsc~rr~:, 1933. Vol. I. p. 30; Loisel's thrcc-:.olunic 
Hiitoire dcs A,lt~r;r,-erici, Paris 1912, is as usual invaluabic. 
particularly on dctails ofthe royal n~cnageries in Portugal. 
A fascinating smsl! volume ofso pngcs is A. Fontoura da 
CoscJ's Dcarrrbrtlntioru ~ f t l t c  IUrirrocer~~s (Gartda) qfMrr:afnr, 
Kills ofCar~rbaia,.from 1514 f r  1516, published in an 
indi,:ldual English by the Porcusucsc Republic Coionial 
O%CC In 1937. us:fuI pardcularly on the Indian end of thc  
slur). butro be usrd withc~utjori 011 artistic mt ters .  l l l c  
final word is again with Ca~iipbcll Di~dgsc>n in ail arttclc, 
'Thc Story of Diirer's Ganda' iri T11r Rotr~nrrcr FjFirrc I'rirrli 
published by the Print Societv. K:insas City in 1938. 

3. I'crcr FICIIIII~S rn .\l;. nrrrri'r rJ rn;cyr .  n d~.qrcssiorr. igcG. 
:. 'On thc l t t l i  oiSeo:~rr~ber. 1868 tllc first Ilvinc hfrrcln 

Rh~lloccror that h id  bccn brought to Europe shccrhc d~!, 
of thc  Ho111n1i A11:phithwtrc zrnvtd 111 tlic Socicq'c 
Gardcris. \vhcrc 1: still remain. 111 csccllcn~ health arid 
condttion' ; iruln a paper by R. L. Sclater rcad in I 675 ar1~1 - ' 
priritcd in thc 7rarrsac1iorrs ~ifrlrc Zo~~lo.~icL~l Sorirty q/ 
Lt~ttdorr, Vol. ix, I'artxt, p. 655. 

5. 'Thos t l ~ c  11osc-horned bcast of India, lulllpish arid gros\ 
and 111ucl wallc~wing. 1 ~ ~ 1 1 1 ~  al..vaysju5t bcliine the 
uni'urr:, rclared to 1: 3s :act to drcatrl. JI, actuslit:. to thc 
idcal. a< S ~ n c h o  Pa.m ~o Don Qut so t~ . '  writes Odcll 
Shcpard 111 v s  L~rrnfrkr Crtiiilrr~. Loridon. 19x0. a great 
b,)r>li niilcl~ r~cglccrcd but essrnrizl for an understandlnp ol' 
111: rhinnccros's impscriri theWcs:, or is R g 2 r d  
Ettinellwsc~l's monograph. nrc  Ur~;corrt, Freer Gallcry of 

A Z  6Gsiol la i  Papcn No. 3,  wh~ch  despite its titlc is 
1;lrgcly c~~nccnied with thc rhln~iceroj (in Arabic 
karkada~rrr). 



6. Scc Loiacl, tlr.rir., Vt11. I, p. 217; the clc)>liant/rlii~~t~ccros 
fiplit was in 15 I 5 .  1101 1517. a ~lliswkc rcpntcd by!om 
Uarclay Lloyd ill Alricarr ..lrrirrmlr kr Hn~aissalrrr Lirrrarrrrr 
arrd AN, 1971. I)iircr crrs Ihc otlicr way, givilig the datc 
I $13  in thc wor~dcut inscriprio~l. 

7. Joa~ i  Uarclny Llt~yd, rrp.rir., p. 47 has 1111 cntcrtni~~illg 
dcscriptir~n of this cclcbratcd clcplia~it cnllcd H~IIIICI .  at 
whusc death in I 516 lJopc Lw X ct~~n~l i iss ionr-  a 
~nonumcnr fro111 Raphacl. A drawing of this bcast by 
Giulio I\onixnr~ f i ~ r ~ i ~ c d  lot 22 in Sothcby's salc t ~ f  thc 
Ellcs~iicrc Co l l cc~ io~~ ,  part z, I>ccc~itbcr (. 1972. 

8. Liqlirics at the Vaticai h v c  failcd to brills t n b g t ~ ~ - .  
s t i t h i o ,  p 51. but it h p i b l c  thar ir still survives. if 
that is the propcr word. An clcpha~it prescntcd to DuL. 
Albrccht V of Bavaria. \ n s  stuffid 1111 its death in rb~.  
I jsor, and was yrcscrvcd at ;hc Uayrirclics National- 
illuscuni, Muliicli until thclast war. 

9. 'Tlic Graphic Work of Albrccht 1)iircr'. British Musculi~ 
1971, Nos. 21 I and 21:. Canipbcll I)odga~n rncntlolu 
eight cdirio~ls of the woodcut, thc s c c n ~ ~ d  aftcr Diircr's 
dcatli, in 1540, tlic third c. 1545-30, tlic last two pril~tcd in 
Hollalld, c. 1620. 

10. F. J. Colc, 'The History ofA1brcchr Diircr's Rhi~ioccros ill 
Zoological Literature' in Sdcncc, Medicine arrd Hisrary : 
firays on tlre Er~olrrrior~ qfSriarfiJir Tl~or~qlrr atrd Xfrdical 
Pracficc ~urirfcft irr Im~r rtr oj'Clrarlcs Sir!$cr, Oxford 
Univcrsiry Yrcss, I h Vol. 1, p. 3j&'~/ sq .  

r I. F. J. Colc, ibid., p. 3. %? . The 'hack writer' was T. Borcnlan. 
A Dcscrccriyfiorr ojflrrrr Itrrrufrcde~rirrralr, loth edition, London 
1769. 

I:. Lack ofspacc forbids the inclusion, for ex3mplc, o f k n  
G_okuj~?n's d e s i ~ l  ofall c ~ b ~ k p l i  the back nia  rhino ior 
Henry 11's triun~pllal entry into IJxis in 1549 or the 
rc~narkable cei l in~ painting of about 1600 in thc H o ~ o f  
the Scribc in the tow11 ofTunja, Colo~nbia, South 
America, for which see E. W. Palm. an article on 'Diira's 

I Ganda and a XVI Ccnmry .4pothcosis ofHcrcules at 
Ti~nja' in Gazrfrc drss Bcarrs-.4rfs, November 1956, p. 6 j 
cf rcq. 

13. Baruch X V  305 47. h lea  Vico, I 520-1570, was born in 
Par~na. apprenticed in Rome. ~ncntioncd by Vawri. 
moved to Florence in 1545, whrrc this woodcut 111ust have 
had sotiic considcrablc i~lflucncc. Thcrc is a rhi~ioccros 
a~~ iougs t  the anil~ials in various colourcd stonu in the 
gruttunWlrMcdici villpalCasteIIo, fro111 the 1%. Thc 
head of the beast appears oil &c Florcntinc founnir~ in t&c 
Piazza l'rctorio ill Palernlo. co~~ i~~~ i s s iu t l cd  fro111 Tribolu 
i;l I 560, co~nplctcd by the tiiutor sculptor Calllillialli and 
cxyortcd in I 573. SecJohn Yopcl+cnncss)-. Iraliarr H911 
Rorailrance a~rdEaroqneSorlgt~trc, Vol. nr, p. r 17 andilg. 168. 

14. Sce Dario Boxara. Lrs Belles Hrrrra de Ia Tapisscrir, 197:. 
I S. Scc Sir Williani Gowers in 'Early Rhinoceros in Europc'. 

Crrrrrrfry Lifi, Fcbruary 1952. 
]G. SccJoliti Popc-lic~~ncssy, 011. cif., C.~t:rluguc, pp. 88-90. 
17. F. J. Colc. op. ci/.. p. 343, fig. 8. The 111c)st curious print of 

thc traditional fight bcnvceu the clcphanr and the 
rhi~ioceros is a Dutch meaocint of 1686 bv P. van dell 
B* purporti~ig topomay 'from thc life' the two 
ani~iials 'recently arrived in Londol~ fro111 the East India', 
brit in fact, as far as the rhino is co~iccrned it h a crude 
rchash o f  the Durcr print. Thcrc was a rliinoccros in 

L [ : I ~ ~ c , I I  ill 1684: this will bi. dealt \\-it11 ill tlic S C C ~ I I C ~  part 
oitliis articlc. 

I 8 .  Se Blit'lir~,~ Hall, Natit~lial Triist, 2nd c d i t i ~ ~ ~ i .  1970. 
pp. 7 4 .  7 hc rhinr~ccrm \\.;l$ uscd crnblc~~iatically in thc 
arlus gr;lntctl t o  tlic Society of Apc1rhecari~3 ill 1617. a11d I \  

tl~rrcforc wcll-kiiown on B~iglish dclftwarc pill-sl:~bs. Tlic 
grant reads: ' I i~r rhcir Crcnst ~ ~ p p o n  a Wreath r~frlicir 
cc~lui~rs. 3 Ilhyntmros. proper. . .' 

I v .  I wish to thank G n f  Sclionbc~rn and Hcrr Williclm 
Scli~nidt for allo\\ing rcpn~duction of N,,. 8 m d  61r 
dctaiiud i~~fo r~~ ia t io l l  nn its I~istory. The rl1cll rclicf wa* 
Iuancd to tlic cxlubition 'Ai~f'gang dcr Ncuzcit' at rhc 
G c r ~ ~ t a ~ i s u h u  Nadonalnii~rci~~il, Nurcli~bcrg. in I y j t .  
cawloguc p. 16: a p i n  in 1971 to <be ~ M u ~ ~ i c h  cxhibition, 
Di.rcr-Roraissarrcr, No. I I .  and in 1972 t t ~  Uayrnr. firrrsf rrrrd 
hi81frrr, No. N03. Sec also E i~ga i  v011 I'hilippovitcli, 
K~~r;osi /f ifr~r~/Ar~fi ,;~rif~frrr,  I 966, p. 460. Thc 1732 
i~ivcntory lists the rclicf as being in rhc pri~icc's b c d r o t ~ i ~ ~  
and describer it as ' eh  IKlii~ioccros v011 nii~xhcl fonnirct 
iicbsr ctliclic~l Mccr muschcl~~ u ~ i d  Mtncrolbliihc bcsctzt'. 

20. Tlic drawing of thc clcplia~~r shou-11 at Zurich in 1971. 
No. 234 ill thc cxhibitio~i 'Ki~nsach;itzc  us Drudc~i '  i, by 
Joliann Gottlicb Schoa~c,  that ofthc rhinoceros 
un~tnibutcd. S e  also Sponsel, hhbb~crrrfiickc dcr Jfrirrrrcr 
Por~rlIa111r1a1rr~f1f11r, 1912. p. 68. 

21. Kirchncr was chicf nlodellcr iron1 April :g, 1727 until 
April 1728, and a g i n  fro111 Ju~ ie  1730 until March 31 1733. 

22. 111 a list of Deceniber 13 173 r there ir, mcntion of 
'1 hhinoccrus . . . in rhon pouuirer und noch ausyefornlct 
u~erden ttiuss', ('3 rhinoccros modded  in clay and rhe 
~iioulds still robe illade'). By Au~rust 18 1732 'z  Renoccri' 
wcre alrcady in 'rohc porcrllainc'('urlfircd porcelain'). 
while by 1734 '4 Rinoccros' priced at 172 rcichsthaler cach 
l~nd bccn delivered, u i th  four uloru to come, but thesc had 
~ io t  bccn colnpletd in 1735. Sec Spomel. ibid., pp. 5:. 54. 
56 and 57; and Karl Bcrling, Dai Mrirnrn Porzellc~~ rrnd 
sci11e Grsclriclr~c, 1900. p. 184. 

23. Tli: Kirchncr rhil~oceros or I'ailzemasborn was part ofa 
co~isignt~icnt of 57 picccs cxchmgcd in 1837 by Dradetr 
for porcelain from the SPvrcs faciory (inforination kindly 
given by M. Fouru-r. Conscrvarcnr of thc M& 
National dc Gramicliic at S&vru). For tlic white cxnmplc 
no:v at the Z w i n ~ c r  ill Dresden KC F. H. Hofniarui, 
I'orzrlb~r, tgjz., fig. 272 and Albikcr, D k  A.1rirsrrc.r 
Por~rllarrricrc, 1935, pl. I, fip. 2 and 1959 cdition. fip 2. 

y. Scr Y vonnc Hackmbroch. C l t r l x ~  m d  orlrcr .E11~~lir11 
Prlrcclairr irr flrc lrrrrirr Utrunrrycr G~llccfiorr, 1956, pl. I 7, 
f i ~  48. Tlic Iliircr d c r i v n t i ~ ~ ~ ~  is thcrc tlo~cd, but rhc 
i~~tcr~iicdiary is not Francis L3arloxv 3s suggcsrcd; ir is tllc 
Al~~rvick scrvicc, unknnwii whcn thc Untcrniycr 
cat~loguc was wrimo.1. 

2 j. The brilliallt 'hair' technique it1 silver and rum tonu of 
gold 111akr this snubbox, wit11 its disti~~g~~islicd history, 
onc trftlic 111ost dcsirablc of~.hinoccrotic artefacts. For x 
dctlilcd account, sec Fra~~cis Watson ill TIlr IVri~kisrrrarr 
Coilrr~irar, Vol. n!, pp. 170-3. wllerc all rclcval~t 
111a:crial is 1101cd. 

26. SecPicrrc Vcrlcc, 'h  Note on the I'oiilqo~~ of dic cro\vticd 
"C".'Apr~llo, xxvt, No. 151, Joly 1937, pp. 22-3. 

27. See Anthony Ilay, Err~lisl~ Di'!liroarc Tilcs, 1973. pl. 36. 
No. 353. 


