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/””’——A-;u RALIST Mason Powsia Comon ban s L0 RO, atoral History | L% PRESENT STATUS OF THE BEAR IN SWEDEN.
. 'oWELL-COTTON s (] Ta X
T" E " ﬁ;unse'“m the skull and hor?n: of npmmalen'bite rh‘i,n‘:):ems killed lg bz)?: vhf:agu(aUM te Tow countrles in Europe where the common
—————

him ll:‘gle Lado district of Eimatorinl Central A]‘larica. t'lfhe Bk:lh}
indicates an immature animal, the last upper molar tooth on eac

THE LION'S nohmAB- sed to puzale mo | Bide not having vet come into uce, \‘:hile the last premolar
was A TIME when many things u P i has not been repiaced by its permanent successor. On con-
roaring of the lion. Some of them puzsle me no | yragting this specimen with skulls of the typical sonthern

about tbe it still dificalt to understand. The , race of Rhinoceros simus I have been somewhat surprised (con-

. ¢ there are o . o t sidering the distanco separating the haunts of the two animals)
Jmgers :;m was, “ Why do lions roar at all? somce the)fi "h'mc fo find how comparatively slight are the differences. Of the
ame, not o frighten it away. One cou 3YC  ¢wo gouthern skulls used in the comparison one belongs to the
ip caleh thelr g all—ﬁiled lion, returning home after a successful male obtained some years ago by Mr Coryndon, while the other
P“"’”d the wi a :xith himself, and giving vent to his is a specimen which has been long in the museum, and of which
pnt, feeungmtherpm before co cine to hunt? This 1he sex is unknown, They both indicate fully adult animals,
isfaction. But why roar be mMIenCng | having the last molar teeth in use. As the second skull differs
a

to me such 8 {actless, not to say bombastic, pro-

mod ! R | somewhat in form from the first, it may possibly be that of a
slvays 2¢¢ however, the lion knows his own business | female.

ing. Y As regards the teeth (which are of quite a different pattern to
thase of the black species), 1 can find no difference between the
southern and the nurthern skulls. The Iatter is, however, readily
distinguished Ly the shorter and wider form of the nasal bones
which support the front horn. In the skull of Mr Coryndon’s
specimea these bones %)rojeci 6in. in advance of their lateral
supports, and measure 7}in.in maximum width in front: whereas
the corresponding dimensions in the Lado skull are 53in. and
73in. I the second South African skull were used as the basis of
comparison, the differences would be greater; but that skull, as
already mentioned, may pertain to a female. 1t may be added
that if the Lado skull were fully mature the width scross the nasal
bones woanld probably be still greater, as a character of this
nature is one which might naturally be expected to intensify with
a

; bas some |

o, 50 that when he roars be probably
ektar 125 'i":rdit. Moreover, the chances are that nature has
- with powers in this to serve some useful
b hardly to be supposed that that wonderful rever-
porpose. 6 I8 Bardy O e been desigmed with the ides of
D) pmmd leaving him supperless. Assuming tba_t. the
vaming B30 0 bis habit wisbout reason, I have tried to
fan has B tmq od he derives from this constant roaring. The
s wba bgo noticed is that there are several kinds of roars.
the ordinary roar, so commonly heard moming and
- 'enasat;gervalsdnxingthemghh This is a sorb
mmm"‘ﬁ gencrally consisting of several syllables. A ecries of
of » ten ends with the rasping or * wood-sawing ~ noise,
o Joud snd gradually ¢ying away in shorter and shorter
mﬂ'hia is exactly like the Jast efforts of a saw as it finishes
stéing through = plank. Se realistic is this noise that ome

expects to hoar the piece of wood drop off.
almost the hunting roar, a series of ehori, sharp rasping grunte,
mxﬂll:en actaally in bot pursuit. Then there is the roar which

%i

The Lado white rhinoceros thus presents an exaggeration of
the feature from which the species received its designation of
simus (“snub-nosed,” or “blunt-nosed”), and the difference
appears sufficiently marked to admit of its being regarded as a
separate local race, for which the name of Kkhinoceros simus

" gives when in the act of springing on his prey. Again, we coftoni will be appropriate. Of this race the skull iIn
““"‘.ﬁ' v:w m:nlrl, o:gmwl, such a5 one hears on approaching the mnsoum will be the type. Tho horns of this specimen
l":: g n. Yet again there is the roar with which a lion precent no characters by which they can be satisfactorily
3

ADSWErS a bullet which bas gone home. If he does
‘m,y;puml in ttl?m way to a shot, you may fairly assame that
mhm, jssed him, unless, of ,_¥ou have laid him out
T i ot through the brain, or in o vital spob in the neck. A
Mj;hii Lion will bound off with a series of grumting roars
womething ke thoee of the hunting grunt. Lastly, there is what

may term the assembly call. gl‘lnsm a low roar or gnm:t,
followed by & slight pause, and then three sharp, shori roars in
ick gucoension. This is 2 call seldom heard, but from what
m)fam noticed on several occasions I regard it as a call to
another Lion or Honess. is may be a summons before hunting,
io collect a stray member of the party, or after hunting to
asemble before lying down. More often it is presumably a lion
alling & Loness. .

To h;e these various sounds in order, the first or moaning roar

distinguished from southern examples. The front one has an
extremely massive basis. and curves very sharply backwards;
its total length being 30iin. In this connection it may he men-
tioned that two horzns in the museum brought from the Lake
Tchad district in the early part of last century appear,
althongh of small size, to belong to R. simus cottoni, and will be
50 labelled. I may add that 1 have never yet seen female
rhinoceros horns from Equatorial Africa of the long and slender
type of those upon which Gray founded the so-called Rhinoceros
omcelli; and the absence of horna of such a type in the female of
the Lado rhinoceros may eventually prove to be another dis-
tinctive characteristic of that race. R. LYDBKEER,
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i onerused for the purpose of the hunt. Sometimes :

‘s pry of lions will divide, and whilst some lie down silently, ' p,, Name, Countey. How cbiained mm

others will go round up wind, utt:t;inh;g ﬂl.lsl‘Oﬂfl' to drive game ﬂig e gardens.
others. In many other wa is roar is of gervice, as in 4 - " -

}:lﬁming cm:mhgca [§)] y’Fo drive game from wmnsuitable ; 10 1:‘?"7 SSnml (Seimrus | H. America . m:fmg: lirsqmnﬂs’mm

to that which is more Sﬂl’t&b}le,hﬁbm the hon;s_ Pomf'n‘])f « ZCommnnPc:ﬂovrl(“'}xiw ;|1 N P’!ﬁnla}n\g&h}r E. Aviary

iew; bewilder game. Baveral lioms, or sometimes only va.) (Pavo cristatns _ . C, eld | )

ﬁ" ¢ ::u in sucrcei’sion on three sides of game, :uéd l}mn u lmnf:m:‘l’nrssn(ww Venezuela .. | Depesited ............ | Small Mamma)
! from the fourth side. The game is then at a loss o {2 Brazilian Haugnests (fe- | Ditto Ditto A V. Aviary

'I:.lkkn::m:l which direction to run. A lun coming after stock (foree jamaicai) | Ditto Ditto

wil often. first roar on several sides before finally approaching. = m““,mnl"a g_i‘f:‘a"fgﬂ’" Parrat House

ﬂ) Poﬁibly the reason this roar is often heard in the morning, - lr"i'jr"" Spider Mon- | Ditto ... | Presrated by Mr | Insect ilousa

u the Bion is going home, is that he wishes to kave the place to qu( eles Snrirgcll&)h?_ Ditta D.;l&;’am o

himself, and i3 giving warning to all undesirables to clear out. | = }:‘”“"“““ 5 crata) ' House

i may, however, be mere bLghi-heartedness, after having fed | 1 Rad Eyocket (Curioens | Ditto Dtta Gazello Sheds

wil 1t is_observable that game an the plaing do not seem | rufus)

row L rsus arclos) still exists, but with the march of |
civilisation it Is becoming scarcer every year, It is not generally
recognised what a large couotry Sweden is; close on 1000 mwilca
lon%by about 500 miles broad at the widest part, and it is only
in the northern portian, which is sparsely populated, that bears
are usually to be met with. In the central part of Sweden they
were not uncommon within Hving memory, but are now almost,
if not quite, extinet. It is owing to the vast desolate districte in -
the north to which it has retired, unqd where man is rarely seon,
that the bear, which has no sort of legal protection, has not long
since disappeared, asin other European countries where it once was
prevalent. ‘The common mode of hunting bears in Sweden is by
ringing or surrounding them. Bands o men, whose number
sometimes excoeds a hundred, after having marked g Bpoor or lair,
spread themselves out in a wide circle, which the; gradually reduce
in the hope of coming upon the quarry. Bruln, however, is not in-
frequently outside of the ring, and even if within it he more often
not manages to find a weak spot in the circle, and to make
good his escape. The latest record of a successful beatr hunt
comes from Angermanland, where au animal about a year old was
tracked in the enow, and, though waunded in the fore AW,
contrived to escape his pursuers for two days before succumbing
to a bullet. It is prol e that the mother was not far away, but
no other tracks wero seen anywhere. In cumnﬁ up the slain
animal the intestines were found to contain the down of capar.
cailie and the bones of a sparrow. Times are changed sinca this
Ert of the country used to be a famous hunting ground forbears.
Gasurickland and in Dalarne, the most southernly part of
Sweden in which bears were f.und up to a recent date, are
now seldom or never dealt with. Farther nortb, in Jemtland and
Angermanland, the stock, though nat reduced to the same extent
a8 g;,rt.her south, Is nevertheless s0 much diminished that it 18
estimated they number only from twenty to thirty. In Lapland
bears range wide and in ater numbers than in Sweden, but
since the construction aof the railway some years ago they hava
been so hunted and killed down that they now stand in dsm&er of
extermination. It is the same story everywhere, and if things
are allowed to go on as at present their complete disappesrance
from Sweden is only a question of time, In these circumstances
it is thought that at least in some parts of the country steps shounld
be taken 10 protect theme. Impressed with this idea the Swedish
Hanters' Association, supported by the Academy of Seience, have
petitioned the King to pass a law with that object, not onily for
the district round Stora Sjifallet, which 1t is proposed to make

; into a national park, but also for all other erown lands, and to
j recommend that on all private property bears may be hunted

only with the permission of the proprletor. R

It is impossible to estimate the number of bears now existing in
Sweden, but authorities believe that they are snfliciently numerous
(if a fair measures of protection is afforded them) to ensure the pro-
pagation of the species. Since they have become s0 scarce the
damage they cause is s0 trifling that any plea for their extermina-
tion on this ground may be disregarded. As evidence of this the
Government reward which formerly was given for every bear
killed has been long since abolished. lsolated instances ocour,
showing that bears, which are mainly herbivorous, living on fruits,
berries, and roots, will also eat flesh when they can get it, and do
considerable damage sometimes amongst sheep and caitle, but
such eases are so rare as not to weigh against tmportance of
their preservation fyom extinction. Should cases occur within the
protected districts, and bears be found doing serious damago,
permission might be granted by magistrates to kill the obnoxious
animals. The following statistics drawn up by the Board of
Domain Administration show the number of bears killed in
Sweden from 1894 to 1905: 1894, 22; 1895, 21; 1896, 15; 1897, 10;
1898, 4; 1899, 11; 1900, 11; 1901, 11; 1902, 13; 1903, 12; 1904, 15;
1905, 10, The increase after 1898 is no doubt due to the construo-
tion of the railway in Norrbotten, which has facilitated and
increased the means of communication and brought hunters to
ﬂlﬁe Darts. e nsermmm



