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THE REINOCEROS IN ENGLAND.
oo
bohor
IE intollectual helps to the study of zoology
are nowhere moro strikingly evident than in
B the finest collection of pucl‘lydorms (thick-
skinned animals) in tho world, now poas?ssed by d;mr
Zoological Society. 1lero we have a pair of In anf
Elephants, o pair of African Ele?phants, R pmg on
Hippopotami, a pair olf I{;}fhun thnopex;?rsos, and &
iy -horned Rhinoceros.
A{{}ﬁglls;;cggns of the Ithinoceros which htwo been
oxhibited in Furope since the revival of htem(;u;e
have been few and far botween. The first was of t le
one-horned specics, sent from India fo Emmanuel,
King of Portugal, in the year 1513. The Soverglgxi
made o present of it to the Pope; but the ?ni}ma
being seized during its passage with a fit of fury,

. 1t was
occnsioned the loss of the vessel in which it was

Rl rag brought to
transported. A second Rhmocero.s was
]ﬂl‘;gl}:nd in 1685 ; a third was exhibited over ulmolst
tho wholo of Furope in 1739 ; and a fourth, a i.'ema o,
in 1741. A fifth spccimen arrived ab Versailles 1n
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1771, and it died in 1793, at the age of dbout twenty-
six years. The sixth was a very young Rhinoceros,
which died in this country in the year 1800. The
seventh, a young specimen, was in tho possession of
Mr.'Cross, ot Exeter Change, about 1814 ; and an
eighth specimen was living about the same time in
the Garden of Plants at Paris. In 1834 Mr. Cross
received at the Surrey Glardens, from the Birman
empire, u Rhinoceros, a year and a-half old, as already
stated at pugo 21. In 1851 the Zoological Society
purchased o full-grown female Rhinoceros; and in
1864 they received a male Rhinoceros from Calcutta.
All these specimens were from Indin, and one-horned ;
8o that the ‘wo-hormed Rhinocoros had not been
brought to Iingland until the arrival of an African
Rhinoceros, two-horned, in September, 1868.*

The ancient history of the Rhinoceros is interest-
ing, but intricate. It seems to be mentioned in
several passages of the Scripturcs, in most of whicl
the animal or animals intended to be designated was
or were the Ihinoceros unicornis, or Great Asiatic
one-horned Rhinoceros. M. Lesson expresses a
decided opinion to this effect : indecd, the descrip-
tion in Job (chap. xxxix.) would slmost forbid the

* The conveyance of a Rhinoceros over sen is a labour of
some risk.' In 1814 a full-grown specimen on his voyage
from Caleutta to this country becamne ro furious that he was
fastened down to tho ship’s deck, with part of & ehinin-calile
round his neck ; and even then he succerded in destroying a
portion of the vessel, till, a henvy storm coming on, the
Rhinoceros was thrown overboard to prevent the serious
consequence of his getting loose in the ship.
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conclusion that any animal was in_the WI.'lteI"B ‘x;nbnld
except one of surpassing bulk and indomi um:i
strength. The impotence of man 1_slﬁn<'31y contras
with the might of the Rhinoceros in th.ls descnp'mlon,
which would be overcharged if 1t npph?d to the less
powerful animals alluded to in the previous passag‘(;,s.
It has also been doubted Whet!lortnccounts of‘ t ]19
Indian Wild Ass, givon by Otesins,, were not high y
coloured nnd exaggorated desoriptions of this genus;
and whether the Indian Ass of Aristotle was not a
inoceros. v )
Rl?\ng(:\(;.hmohides describes the c'me-_horned Iﬁhmoltieroi‘
by name, and speuks of. its ripping up,tl;J e be ly ot
tho Nlephant. This 18, pro.bubly, ! 1: ? ent am.‘
oceurrence of the namo Rhinoceros. 't The T 11-f
noceros which figured in the cel.ebr'nted pomps 0
P'tolemy Philadelphus was an Ithiopian, agd Seel'lll(i
to have marched last in the procession of Wz
animals, probably on account of its superior ranty,
and immediately after the Cameleopnrd. Coo
Dion Cassius speaks of the _Rhmoceros k}llod in
the circus with a Hippopotamus in the show ngen' by
Augustus to celebrate his victory over C.leopatm,
he suys that the Hippopotamus and t’]\‘ls mnn’m.l wo‘m
then first seen and killed at Romo. I %w Rhmocgl 08
then slain is thought to have been African, and two-
ho"l}]llc(;l Rhinoceros cloarly described bX Stmbo; as
scen by him, was one-horned. 'l:‘ha.(; noticed by Pau-
saning as “the Bull of Fthiopia,” was two-horned,
and he describes the relative position of the horns.
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Wood, in his “ Zoography,” gives an engraving of
the coin of Domitian (small Roman brass), on thoe
reverse of which is the distinot form of a two-horned
Rhinoceros : its exhibition to the Roman people, pro-
bably of the very animal represented on the coin, is
particularly described in one of the epigrams attri-
buted to Martial, who lived in the reigna of Titus
and Domitian. By tho description of tho epigram
it appoears that u combat botween a Rhinoceros and a
Bear was intended, but that it was very difficult to
irritate the more unwieldy animal so as to make him
display his usual ferocity; at length, however, he
tossed the bear from his double horn, with us much
facility ns u bull tosses to tho aky tho hundles placed
for tho purpose of enraging him. Thus far the coin
and the epigram perfectly agrec as to the existence
of the double horn ; but, unfortunately, commentators
and antiquaries were not to be convinced that a Rhi-
noceros could have more than one horn, and have at
once displayed their sagacity and incredulity in their
explanations on the subject.

Two, at least, of the two-horned Rhinoceroses were
shown at Romo in the reign of Domitian. The Im-
perors Antoninus, Hecliogabalus, and Gordian also
exhibited Rhinocoroses. Cosmas speaks expressly of
the Ethiopian Rhinoceros as having two horns, and
of its power of moving them.

The tractability of the Asiatic Rhinoceros has heen
confirmed by observers in the native couniry of the
snimal.  Bishop Hebor saw at Lucknow five or six
very large Rhinoceroses, of which he found that prints
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and drawings had given him a very 1mperfeclt c(;‘n;
ception. They were more bulky ammu.le,han( hothe
darker colour than the Bishop suplpo_sod_ ; t t‘)]\?g tho
latter difference might be 00(.mswnedlby oi n;g o
skin. The folds of their skin also /surpass 1 aw
which the Bishop had expected. Those at Ltuc noof
were quict and gentle animals, oxcept tha 030 o
them hed o feud with horses. They b‘adbsmlr(xo u: .
howdahs, or chaise-like seats, on thelrl ks, enx !
were once fastened in a carriage, but on'lyhnqunh
periment, which was not followgd up. 1e is o!}l);
however, subsequently saw a Rhinoceros (t ;e preSeso
of Lord Amherst to the Guiowar), -thl was .
tamed as to be ridden by a Mohout quite 8s putiently

as an clephant. |

No two-horned Rhinoceros seems‘to‘ have (})oo(?
brought slive to Kurope in mod'orn times. . Ir;l &:,:u ;
up to a comparatively late pfarmd, their forr o
known only by the horns whac.h wore pr(;rs;o?velr -
museums ; nor did voyagers give any su wmmf, o
tails to impart any clear idea of the form ;) ho
animal. The rude figure given by Al(l.rm'mn.( us, "
1639, leaves no doubt that, wretched a8 it is, 1t 10U
have been taken from a two-horned Rhinoceros. y

Dr. Parsons endeavoured fo show thaif the 1011}(‘,
horned Rhinoceros always belonged to Asig, mut (j
two-horned Rhinoceros to Africa; but ther(? MX ff\vo
horned Rhinoceroses in Asia, ns well as in n:lix.
Tlacourt saw one in the Bay of Soldaque, nem;'1 e
Cape of Good Hope, at a distance. Kolbe und o t’wrs
always considered the Rhinoceros of the Cape as two-
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horned ; but Oolonel Gordon seems to be the first
who entirely detailed the species with any exact-
ness.  Sparrman desoribed the Capo Rhinocoros,
though his figure of the animal is stiff and ill-drawn.
At this period it was well known that the Cape
species was not only distinguished by having two
horns from the Indisn Rhinoceros then known, but
also by an absence of the folds of tho skin so remark-
able in the latter.

‘We should here notice the carelessness, to call it
by the mildest name, of Bruce, who gave to the
world & representation of s two-horned Rhinoceros
from Abyssinia, with a strongly folded skin. The
truth appears to be that tho body of tho animal
figured by Bruce was copied from that of the one-
horned Rhinoceros given by Buffon, to which Bruce
added a second horn. Salt proved that the Abys-
sinian Rhinoceros is two-horned, and that it resem-
bles that of the Cape. A

Sparmann exposes the errors and pootic fancies of
Buffon respecting tho impenetrable nature of the
skin. He ordered ono of his IHotientots to muke a
irial of this with his hassagai on o Rhinocoros which
had been shot. Though this woapon was far {rom
being in good order, and had no other sharpness
than that which it had received from the forge, the
Hottentot, at the distanco of five or six paces, not
only pierced with it the thick hide of the animal,
but buried it half a foot deep in its body.

Mr. Tegetmeier has sufliciently described in the
“Field ” journal the African Rhinoceros Just re-
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coived at the Zoological Sooiety’s menagerie in the
Regont’s-park,. and which has been sketched by Mr.
T. W. Wood expressly for the present volume.
1t wadlcaptired sboub:b yem;‘si;‘(g’géixixppperrlqubia
by‘the:“nati‘*{efhuﬁterﬁs‘;in thezer pl?yment of Mr.
Caatmnovﬁ,*aﬁaﬁvji};déealgg1;31innd ,g;vifs zent;rby. way of
Alexand;tim'dhd’ Ti',ie’éfé,} to Mi‘.j{l‘(‘ |k Tagenbeck, of
Hamburg; .ni'deslor:in wild beostetuwho. sold it.to
tho fioologionl Soviety. o "l Tl NS
« This; animal s very distipot: from lits Asiatio
congeners ;»ibs differs,; gtrikinglyvin- the: aumber “of
horns,- 88 well ‘ds ih the charaoter, of; its gkiny, which
'35 destitute of those yJarge folds, .which catsge the
Indian species -to‘l'rgmind theiobserver of o gigantio
‘hoginnr‘mmn“.f‘% i i o
« The arrival of this animaliwill tend to clear up
roveils  respecting the number

the confusion' that p
of distinct. species of African. Rhinoceros. Some
writers—as Sir W. G. Harris—admit. the existenco

of two species only, the dark and the light, or, as
they are termed, the ‘white’ and the ‘black.’
Others, as Dr. A. Smith, describe three ; some, 08
{he late Mr. Ariderssen, writo .of fours and Mr.
Chapman even speaks of a fifth species or hybrid.

¢ Threo of these spocies are Very distinetly de-
fined—the ordinary dark - animal, the Ihinoceros
hicornis, in  which tho postorior horn is much
ghorter than tho anterior ; the RRhnoceros keitloa,
in which the two horns are of equal length; and
the ¢white’ species, Jhinoceros simus. The last,
among other characters, is, according to Dr. Smith,
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distinguished by the square character of the upper
lip, which is not prehensile.

“The young animal now (October, 18G8) in the
Zoological Society’s garden, appears to belong to
the first-named species, the largest specimens of
which when full grown reach a height of Gft., and
a length of 13ft., the tail Hot included. Its present
height is 3}ft., and length about Gft. In general
appenrance the mature animal resembles a gigantic
pig, the limbs being brought under the body. The
feet are most singular in form, being very distinctly
three-toed, and the remarkable trefoil-like spoors
that they make in the soil render the animal easy to
track. ''he horns vary greatly in length in different
animals ; the first not unfrequently reaches a lengih
of 2ft., the sccond being considerably shorter.
These appendages differ very much from ordinary
horns ; they are, in fact, more of the nature of
agglutinated bair, being attached to the skin only,
and consequently they separate from the skull when
the latter is preserved.

““The head is mnot remarkable for comeliness,
especially in the mature animal, in which the skin
of the face is deeply wrinkled, and the small cyes
arc surrounded with many folds. The upper lip is
elongated, and is used in gathering the food. The
adult animals are described by Sir W. C. Harris, in
his ¢ Illustrations of the Game Animals of South
Africa,’ es “swinish, cross-grained, ill-tempered,
wallowing brutes.” ”’

Mr. Burchell, during his travels in Africa, shot
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nine Rhinoceroses, besides a smaller one. The latter
he presented to the British Museum. The animal
is, however, becoming every day more and more
scarce in Southern Africa ; indeed, it is rarely to be
met with in some parts. It appears that, in one
day, two Rhinoceroses were shot by Speelman, the
faithful ITottentot who attended Mr. Burchell. He
fired off his gun but twice, and eaoh time he killed
n Rhinoceros! The animal’s senso of hearing is
very quick : should he be disturbed, he gometimes
becomes furious, and pursues his enemy ; and then,
if once he gets sight of the hunter, it is scarcely
possiblo for him to escape, unless ho possesses extra-
ordinary coolness and presence of mind. Yet, if ho
will quictly wait ill the enraged animal makes a run,
at him, and will then’ spring suddenly on one side,
to let it pass, ho may gain time enough for rcloading
his gun before the Rhinoceros gets sight of him
again, which, fortunately, owing to its imperfection
of sight, it docs slowly and with difficulty.
Speelman, in shooting a large male Rhinoceros,
used bullets cast with an admixture of tin, to render
them harder. They were flattened and beat out of
shape by striking against the bones, but those which
were found lodged in the fleshy parts had preserved
their proper form, a fact which shows how little the
hardness of the creature's hide corresponds with the
vulgar opinion of its being impenetrable to o musket-
ball. Mr. Burchell found this Rhinoceros nearly
eut up.  On ench side of the carcaso the Hottentots
had made a fire to warm themselves; and round a
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third fire were assembled at least twenty-four Bush-
1uen, .most'.of whom were employed the whole night
long in broiling, eating, and talking. Their appetite
seemed insatinble, for no sooner had they broiled
and eaten ono slice of meat than they turned to the
carcase and cut another. The meat was excellent
and had much the taste of beef, “The tongue ”
says Mr. Burchell, “is a dainty treat, cven for {:n
oplcuxzo"’ The hide is cut into sirips, three feot or
more in length, rounded to the thickness of a man’s
finger, and tapering to the top. This is called a
shambok, and is universally used in the colony of the
Cape for a horsewhip, and is much more durable
than tho whips of European manufacture. The
natural food of tho Rhinoceros, 1ill the animal fled
before the colonists, was a pale, bushy shrub, called
the Rhinoceros-bush, which burns whilo g;een hEl
freely as the driest fuel, so as readily to make a
roadside fire.
. The horn of the Rhinoceros, single or double, has
its special history by the way of popular trad_i’iion
From the earliest times this horn has been suppose(i
to posscss preservative virfues and mysterious pro-
pertics—to bo capable of curing discases and dis-
covering the presenco of poison ; und in all countries
where the Rhinoceros exists, but especially in tl;e
East, such is still the opinion respecting it. In the
flctuils of the first voyage of the Fnglish to Tndia
in 1591, we find Rhinoceros’ horns monopolised b)f
tl_lo nat.ive sovereigns on account of their reputed
virtues in detecting the presence of poison.
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Thunberg observes, in his “Journey ihto Cafl-
raria,” that “the horns of the Rhinoceros were
kept by some people, both in town and country,
not only as rarities, but also as useful in diseascs,
and for the purpose of detecting poisons. As to
the former of these intentions, the fine shavings
were supposed to cure convulsions and spasms m
children.  With respect to the latter, it was genc-
rally bolioved that goblets mado of théeso horns
would discover n poisonous draught that was poured
into them, by making the liquor ferment till it ran
quite out of the goblet. Of these horns goblets are
made, which aro set in gold and silver and presented
to kings, persons of distinction, and particular {riends,
or elso sold at a high price, sometimes at tho rate of
fifty rix-dollars cach.”” Thunberg adds:—* ‘When
T tried these horns, both wrought and unwrought,
Loth old and young horns, with several sorts of
poison, weak as well as strong, I observed not the
least motion or effervescence : but when u solution
of corrosive sublimate or other similar substance was
poured into onc of these horns, there arose only a
few bubbles, produced by the air which had been
enclosed in the pores of the horn and which were
now disengaged.”’

Rankin (in his “ Wars and Sports”’) states this
mode of using it : a small quantity of water is put
into the coneave part of the root, then hold it with
the point downwards and stir the water with the
point of an iron nail il it 18 discoloured, when tho
patient is to drink it.

STORIES OF MERMAIDS.

ezl Mormaid was one of the sights of u Londen

ESS than half a century ago, a pretended

e

season ; to sce which credulous persons rushed
to pay half-crowns and shillings with a readiness
which secmed to rebuke the record—that the exisi-
ence of o Mermaid is an exploded fallacy of two
centuries since.

Mermaids have had a legendary existence from
very carly ages, for tho Sivens of the ancicnts
cvidenily belonged to the same remarkable family.
Shakspearc uses the term Mermaid as synonymous
with Siron :—

O train me not, aweet Mermaid, with thy note,
To drown me in thy sister's flood of tears ;
Sing, Syren, for thyself.”—Comedy of Lrrors, iii. 2.

Tlsewhere, Shakspeare’s use of the ferm is more

applicable to the Siren than to the common idea of a

Mermaid ; as in the “ Midsummer Night’s Dream,”

where the “Mermaid on n dolphin’s back ™ could

not easily have been so placed. A Merman, the
o -






