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In all these places it is near the surface, being
only covered with a few feet of red clay. That
at Ayar Sumpur appears decidedly better than that
found near Siboga.* From this place to where the
coal could be taken down the Bencoolen River is a
distance of only four Java paals. Irom there it
could be transported to Bencoolen on bamboo rafts,
the distance by the river being twenty-six and a half
paals. The enormous quantity found here is esti-
mated at over 200,000,000 cubic yards. The quan-
tity and the quality of this deposit will make it of
value, in case the government owning this part of the
island should have its supply from Europe cut off by
a war, but the disadvantage of not having a good
roadstead at Bencoolen, where this coal could be
taken on board vessels, renders it doubtful whether
it would be found profitable to work this mine, ex-
cept in case of great emergency, and then it might be
found preferable to bring it from Borneo. Coalis also
found at Dusun Baruy, in the district of Palajou, on
the banks of the Ketaun River, in the district of
Mokomoko, and again in the district of Indrapura.
At all these places it agrees in its mineral charac-
teristics and outcrops very regularly at a distance of
about ten miles from the sea-coast. About five miles
farther inland, at Bukit Sunnur and at Suban, another
and superior kind of coal appears, which may be some-
what older than the former. This latter coal agrees
in its mineral characteristics with that found a few

* This accords with Van Dijk’s statement, that while the purity of
English coals is represented by 81.08, that of the Orange-Nassau mines
in Borneo would be represented by 98.46, and this by 69.47.
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miles east of the lake of Sinkara. All the coal in the
vicinity of Suban is near the surface, sometimes only
covered with four or five feet of red clay. Any pri-
vate company who would like to work this mine
would receive every assistance from the general and
local governments.

On our return from A gar Sumpur we noticed the
tracks of a rhinoceros, tiger, and deer, which had
all passed along that way last night. In the path,
from place to place, the natives had made pits eight
or ten feet long, and about three wide and five or six
deep. Each was covered over with sticks, on which
dirt was laid, and dry leaves were scattered over the
whole so as to perfectly conceal all appearance of
danger. It is so nearly of the proportions of the rhi-
noceros, for whom it ismade, and so deep, and the clay
in which it is made is so slippery, that hé generally
fails to extricate himself, and the natives then dis-
patch him with their spears. The Resident tells me
that the natives have also killed elephants by watch-
ing near a place where they come often to feed, and
when one is walking and partly sliding down a steep
declivity they spring up behind him and give a heavy
blow with a cleaver on the after-part of the hind-
legs, six or eight inches above the foot, but that this
dangerous feat is very rarely attempted.

Reaching the main road, we soon arrived at
Taba Pananjong. All the kampongs in this re-
gion are small, frequently consisting of only eight
or ten houses, but they are all very mneat and
regularly arranged in one row on each side of the
road, which is usually bordered with a line of cocoa-
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that T began to fear we should come into another
rapid, where our frail raft would have been washed
to pieces among the foaming rocks in a moment;
but at last they succeeded in stopping ber, and we
gained the opposite bank. Thence my guide tock
me through a morass, which was covered with a
dense jungle, an admirable place for crocodiles, and
they do not fail to frequent it in large numbers;
but the thousands of leeches formed a worse pest.
In one place, about a foot square, in the path, I think
I saw as many as twenty, all stretching and twisting
themselves in every direction in search of prey. They
are small, being about an inch long, and a tenth of an
inch in diameter, before they gorge themselves with
the blood of some unfortunate animal that chances to
pass. They tormented me in a most shocking man-
ner. Every ten or fifteen minutes I had to stop and
rid myself of perfect anklets of them.

Iwas in search of a coral-stone, which the natives
of this region burn for lime. My attendants, as well
as myself, were so tormented with the leeches, that
we could not remain long in that region, but I saw it
was nothing but a raised reef, chiefly composed of
comminuted coral, in which were many large hemi-
spherical meandrinas. The strata, where they could
be distinguished, were seen to be nearly horizontal.
Large blocks of coral are scattered about, just as on
the present recfs, but the jungle was too thick to
travel in far, and, as soon as we had gathered a few
shells, we hurried to the Musi, and rode back seven
miles in a heavy, drenching rain.

All the region we have been travelling in to-day
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abounds in rhinoceroses, elephants, and deer. If the
leeches attack them as they did a dog that followed
us, they must prove one of the most efficient means
of destroying those large animals. It is at least for-
tunate for the elephant and rhinoceros that they are
pachyderms. While passing through the places
where the jungle is mostly composed of bamboos,
we saw several large troops of small, slate-colored
monkeys, and, among the taller trees, troops of an-
other species of a light-yellow color, with long arms
and long tails. On the morning that I left Tanjong
Agong, as we passed a tall tree by the roadside, the
natives cautioned me to keep quiet, for it was “ full
of monkeys” and, when we were just under if,
they all set up a loud shout, and at once a whole
troop sprang out of its high branches like a flock of
birds. Some came down twenty-five or thirty feet
before they struck on the tops of the small trees be-
neath them, and yet each would recover, and go off
through the jungle, with the speed of an arrow, in
a moment.

‘While nearly all animals have a particular area
which they frequent—as the low coast region, the
plateaus of these tropical lands, or the higher parts of
the mountains—the rhinoceros lives indifferently any-
where between the sea-shores and the tops of the high-
est peaks. This species has two “horns,” the first being
the longer and more sharply pointed, but the Java
species has only one. The natives here know nothing
of the frequent combats between these animals and
elephants, that are so frequently pictured in popular
works on natural history. The Resident has, how-
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ever, told me of a combat between two other rivals
of these forests that is more remarkable. When he
was controlewr at a small post, a short distance north
of this place, a native came to him one morning, and
asked, if he should find a dead tiger and bring its
head, whether he would receive the usual bounty
given by the government. The Resident assured
him that he would, and the native then explained
that there had evidently been a battle between two
tigers in the woods, near his kampong, for all had
heard their howls and cries, and they were fighting
so long that, he had no doubt, one was left dead on
the spot. A party at once began a hunt for the ex-
pected prize, and soon they found the battle had not
been between two tigers, as they had supposed, but
between a tiger and a bear, and that both were dead.
The bear was still hugging the tiger, and the tiger
had reached round, and fastened his teeth in the side
of the bear's neck. The natives then gathered some
rattan, wound it round them, just as they were, strung
them to a long bamboo, and brought them to the
office of the Resident, who gave a full account of this
strange combat in his next official report.

These bears are popularly called “sun” bears,
Helarctos Malayanus, from their habit of basking
in the hot sunshing, while other bears slink away
from the full light of day into some shady place.
The Resident at Bencoolen had a young cub that was
very tame. Its fur was short, fine, and glossy. It
was entirely black, except a crescent-shaped spot of
white on its breast, which characterizes the species.

Governor Raffles, while at Bencoolen, also had a
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tame one, which was very fond of mangostins, and
only lost its good-nature when it came to the table,
and was not treated with champagne. When fully
grown, it is only four and a half feet long. It is
herbivorous, and particularly fond of the young
leaves of the cocoa-nut palm, and is said to destroy
many of those valuable trees to gratify its appetite.
April 30th—At 6 A, m. commenced the last stage
of my journey on horseback. My course now was
from Tebing Tingi, on the Musi, in a southeasterly
direction, to Lahat, the head of navigation on t}%e
Limatang. The distance hetween these two places is
about forty paals, considerably farther than it would
be from Tebing Tingi down the Musi to the head of
navigation on that river; but I prefer to take this
route, in order to learn something of the localities of
coal on the Limatang and its branches, and of the
unexplored Pasuma country. We crossed the Musi
on a raft, and at once the road took us into a forest,
which continued with little interruption all the way
to Bunga Mas, a distance of twenty-four paals. Most
of this forest rises out of a dense undergrowth, in
which the creeping stems and prickly leaves of rattans
were seen. These are various species of Calamus,
a genus of palms that has small, reed-like, trailing
stems, which are in strange contrast to the erect and
rigid trunks of the cocoa-nut, the areca, the palme'tto,
and other palms. It seems paradoxieal to call this a
palm, and the high, rigid bamboo a species of grass,
‘When they are growing, the stem is sheathed in the
bases of so many leaves that it is half an inch in di-
ameter. When these are stripped off, a smooth, reed-
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like stem of a straw-color is found within, which be-
comes yellow as it dries. The first halfmile of the
road we travelled to-day was completely ploughed
up by elephants which passed along two days ago
during a heavy rain. The piles of their excrements
were so numerous that it seems they use it as a
stall.  Every few moments we came upon their
tracks, In one place they had completely brushed
away the bridge over a small stream, where they
went down to ford it; for, though they always try to
avail themselves of the cleared road when they travel
to and fro among these forests, they are too saga-
cious to trust themselves on the frail bridges.

In the afternoon, the small boughs which they
had lately broken off became more numerous as we
advanced, and their leaves were of a livelier green.
We were evidently near a herd, for leaves wilt in «
short time under this tropical sun. Soon after, we
came into a thicker part of the forest, where many
tall trees threw out high, overarching branches,
which effectually shielded us from the scorching sun,
while the dry leaves they had shed quite covered the
road.

Several natives had joined us, for they always
travel in company through fear of the tigers. While
we were passing through the dark woed, suddenly
a heavy crashing began in the thick jungle about
twenty paces from where I was riding. A native,
who was walking beside my horse with my rifle
capped and cocked, handed it to me in an instant,
but the jungle was so thick that it was impossible
to see any thing, and I did not propose to fire until
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I could see the forehead of my game. All set up a
loud, prolonged yell, and the beast slowly retreated,
and allowed us to proceed unmolested. The natives
are not afraid of whole herds of elephants, but they
dislike to come near a single one. The larger and
stronger males sometimes drive off all their weaker
rivals, which are apt to wreak their vengeance on
any one they chance to meet. Beyond this was a
more open country, and in the road were scattered
many small trees that had been torn up by a herd,
apparently this very morning.

Although they are so abundant here in Sumatra,
there are none found in Java. They occur in large
numbers on the Malay Peninsula, and there is good
reason to suppose they exist in the wild state in the
northern parts of Borneo. This is regarded as dis-
tinet from the Asiatic and African species, and has
heen named Llephas Sumatrensis.

Three paals before we came to Bunga Mas, a
heavy rain set in and continued until we reached
that place. Our road crossed a number of streams
that had their sources on the flanks of the moun-
tains on our right, and in a short time their torrents
were so swollen that my horse could scarcely ford
them. Bunga Mas is a dusun, or village, on a cliff
by a small river which flows toward the north. Near
the village i3 a stockade fort, where we arrived
at half-past six. The captain gave me comfortable
quarters, and I was truly thankful to escape the
storm and the tigers without, and to rest after more
than twelve hours in the saddle.

This evening the captain has shown me the skin

33
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