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Abstract: Immobilization of rhinoceros is challenging. A successful procedure will include 
careful planning, knowledge of anesthetic agents, familiarity with darting systems, monitoring 
equipment, general equipment (ropes, blindfold, ear plugs, etc.) and an experienced veterinary/ 
keeper staff. Imobilization of rhinoceros is complicated by their exquisite sensitivity to narcotic 
agents, respiratory depression whii  under anesthesia, large body mass and peculiar anatomic 
fkatwes. Narcotic agents used include etorphine and carfentaniL Supplemental agents used to 
extend anesthesia include: ketamine, propofbl, GG, and a G G - k m ' n e  mixture. Narcotic 
antagonists include naltrexone and diprenorphine. The phenomena of renarcot-mion is rare but 
does occur in rhinoceros. If possible, a 24 hour food h t  and 12 hour water fast is ideal prior to 
immobitzation. Various case scenarios will be discussed to illustrate these points. 


