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R H I N O C E R O S .  

XI. RHINO- With one, fometi~nes two, large horns on t h e  noie. 
CEROS. 

Each hoof cloven into three parts. 

-66.Tw0-HORNED. Rhinoceros cornu gemina. Martial p.103.  
fieAac. ep. zz. Pk. Tr. Abr, ix. loo. PIucourt. hg. Madag. 395. De Buffon. 
x i .  grcr. Ph. 4;. .vol. Ivi. 32. tab. ii. xi. 186. Lobo Abi/s. 230. 

Kolbcn. ii. 1 0 1 .  Rhinoceros bicornis. Lin.@. 104. Br. 
Sparman. Stock. wettik. Hand1. 1778. mu/; LEV. MUS. 

H. with two horns, one placed beyond the other. Nofie and 
upper lip like the former. N o  fore teeth. T h e  k i n  with- 

ou t  any plicr or folds ; much granulated or warty; of a deep ci- 
nereous grey. Between the legs imooth, and flefh-colored. In 
other parts are a few fcattered fiiff briitles, mofi numerous about 
the ears and end of the tail. Tail thick as a thumb : convex 
above and below : flatted on the fides. Feet not more in diameter 
than  the legs : but the three hoofs projeR forward. Soles cal- 
lous. 

PLACE.  Inhabits Africa only. Obferved firit by Hacourt, in the bay of 
Saldagrte, near the Cape. Within thek few years by Mr. Spar- 
man, a learned Swede, at fome diitance N. of that promontory. 
He,  with the laudable perfeverance of a naturalifi, watched the 
arrival of thofe and other animals a; a muddy water, whither the 
wild beafis refort to quench their thirfi, and fome to indulge, in 
that hot climate, in rolling in the mud. In that fpot he h o t  two 
of thefe animals : one was fo large that  the united force of five 
men could not turn it. T h e  leifer he meafured : its . length 

was 
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was eleven feet and a half, the girth twelve : the height, between SIZE. 

fix and feven. 
This  fpecies feems to agree in manners with the following. In MANnrRs. 

fleih i t  eatable, and taRes like coade pork. Cups are made of 
the horns ; and of the hide, whips. Its food is boughs of trees, 
which it bites into bits of the fize of a finger. It feeds alfo much 
o n  fucculent plants, efpecially the itinking Japclia. 

It continues during day in a Rate of reR. In the evenings 
and mornings (perhaps the whole night) wanders in queR of 
food : or in fearch of places to roll in. 

no voice, only a fort of inorting, which was obkrved in 
females, anxious for their young. 

Its dung is like that of horfcs. I t  has s great propenfity to 
ckanlinefs, dropping its d u n g  and urine only in particular places. 

Its fenfe of fight is bad. Thofe of hearing and fimelling very 
exquifite : the left noife or icent pu:s i t  in motion. It inftantly 
runs to the f p t  from which thore two fences take the alarm. 
Whatioever i t  meets with in its coude, it overturns and tramples 
on. Met], oxen, and waggons, have thus been overturned, and fome- 
times deitroyed. I t  never returns to repeat the charge ; but  
keeps on its way : fo.that a renfelefs impull'e, more than rage, 
fee~ns the caufie of the mifchief i t  does. 

This was the fpecies deicribed by Marrid, under the name of 
RHINOCEROS coma gemino ; who relates its combat with the Bear. 

Namque graven gemino cornu t c  extulit urfum, 
JaRat ut impofitas taurus in aitra pilas '. 

I n  fa&, the Romans procured their RbinoceroJes froin Afr icn only, 

Spea. Epig. 22.  

T 



which was the reafon why they are reprefented with double horns.. 
T h a t  figured in the ~renej ize  pavement, and that on a coin of 
Domitian, have two horns : that which PauJania~ * defcribes un- 
der the name of Btbiopian Bull had one horn on the nore, and 
another leKer higher u p  : and CoJfizas E'pius f, who travelled 
into Btbiopia, in the reign of Jtr,Riniczn, a1fo attributes to i t  the 
fame number : whereas Plirry, who defcribes the i i t d i~r  kind, 
juitly gives i t  but a fingle horn. Corns rays, that its f i n  was 
io thick and hard, that the Athiopians ploughed with it, and 
tha t  they called the animal Am and Hnrg:  the -Id fignifying 
the figure of the nofirils, and the ufe made of the &in. Me adds, 
that when the beaft is quiefcent, the horns are looie, but in its 
rage become firm and immoveable. 

AuguJus introduced a rhinoceros (probably of this kind) into 
the ihews, on o c c d ~ o n  of his triumph over C/eopafra S. 

b7. O#P-HORNE D. Rhinoceros. Phzii lib. viii. c. 20. G*J Rhinoceros or Abbados. tin/tbotrm ltin. 
892. Raii hn. pad. r 22.  56. Bontiw India. 50. Boni b*. 

XZtin pad. 26. G r u ' r  mu/cum, 29- Cocbin-China. 797. D u  H.U, C&=. 
tYorm.muJ336.D~Buf0on,~i.~74* i . ~ z o . E a r m u l ' S i t t ~ . -  
rob. vii.  B1-zxon pad. 78. Pb. Qr. Rhinoceros unicornis. Lin. M. loq, 
Abr. i x . 93 .  8ibrrbrr. ii* ++.tab- Edw-z~i.Br.rnuJBfim:mirJ LEY. 
lxxviii. Mus. 

H. with a fingle horn, placed near the end of the nofe, fome- R times three feet.and g-a half long, black and fmooth : the 
upper lip long, hangs over the lower, ends in a point ; is very 
pliable, and ferves ro colle& i ts .  food, -and deliver i t  into the 
mouth: the noitrils placed tranfverfely : four cutting teeth ; one 

9 ix, g. t Tom. ii. 334. 3 .Dion .*C@ur, lib, li. 
on 
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m each corner of each jaw. Six grinders in each ; th i  firR re- 
mote from the cutting teeth. The ears large, ere&, pointed: 
eyes h a l l  and dull: the k i n  naked, rough, or tuberculated, 
lying about the neck in valt folds ; there is another fold from, 
the fioulders to the fore-legs ; another from the hind parr of ;he 
back to the thighs : the &in io thick and itrong as to turn the 
edge of a fcimetar, and reG& a muiket-ball : tail flender, Aatted 
at the end, and covered on the Gdrs with very eiff thick black 
hairs : the belly hangs low : the legs ihort, firong, and thick : the 
hoofs divided into three parts ; each pointing forward. 

Thofe which have been brought to Europe have been young 
and fmall : Bontius rays, that in re$eR to bulk of body, they 
equal the elephant, but are lower on account of the ihortnets of 
the legs. 

Inhabits Bengal, Siam, Cocbin-China, 2us11gJ in China, and the 
ifles of Java and St?tnatra ; loves ihady foreits, the neighborhood 
of rivers, and rnarlhy places : fond of wallowing in mire, like 
the hog ; is faid by that ineans to  give ihelter in the folds of its 
Ckin to fcorpions, centipes, and other infees. Is a folitary animal : 
brings one young at a cime, very felicitous about i t  : quiet and 
inoffenfive ; but when provoked, furious : very hif t ,  and very 
dangerous : I know a gentleman * who had his belly ripped u p  by 
one, but iurvived the wound. Is dull of fight ; but has a moit 
exquifite icent : feeds on vegetables, particularly h u b s ,  broom, 
and thiitles : grunts like a hog : i s  faid .to confort wit11 the-riger ; 
a fable, founded on their common attachment to the fides of 
rivers, and on that account are fometil-nes fdund near each other. 

Cdarlcs Pigot, ETq; of Psploc, Sbropfiirc, at that time in the India fervice. 
T 2 -It 
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It is faid, when it has flung down a man, to lick the f leh quite 
from the bone with its tongue :. this is impofible, as the tongue 
is quire finooth ; that which wounded the gentleman, retired in- 

ftantly afrer the itroke. 
Its Aelh is eaten; the f i i n ,  the Heffl, hoofs, teeth, and very 

d u n g ,  ufcd in indta medicinally the horn is in great repute as 
an antidore again& poifon ', efpecjally that of a virgin ebbada ; 
cups are made of them, which are fuppofed to communicate the 
virtue to the liquor poured into, them. 

. f i r  U ~ t c o a ~ .  Is the unicorn of HOLY WRIT, and hdian afs of Ar$otle t, who 
rays, i t  has but one horn ; his informers might well compare 
the clumfy fhape of the Rhinoceros to that of an aTs, io that the 
philofopher might eafily be induced to pronounce it a whole-. 
footed animal. I may add, tha t  BZian, ZiB. iv. c. 22. attributes 
the f h e  alex~haunzic qualities to  the horn of the fizdian afs, as 
are afcribed to  that of the Rhinoceros. This was alfo the fera 
monocwos of PZiny $ ; which was of I~d ia ,  the fame country with 
this animal ; and i n  his account of the monoceros, he exaoly 
dercribes the great black horn and the hog-like tail. The utli- 
corn of HOLY WRIT has all the properties of the Rhinoceros, rage, 
untameablenefs, great fwiftnefs, and great firength. . 

Various animals were fiyled monoceros and smicurnis, probably 
from the accident of having loft one of their horns, Thus Pliny 
mentions a bos unicornis, and otyx unicoune. Any of the  great itrait- 
horned antelopes, fwh 'as the Indian, N" 22, deprived of one horn, 

9 It was not every born that had this virtue : fome were held very cheap, 
while others take a vafl price. 

+ H p .  .,fa: lib. ii. c. 1. . 

3 L#$. vs{. c, z 1. 

would 



would make an ucelIent mbm, and anfwer to the figure given 
of i t:  for on iuch an accident the fable feems to be founded, 
when the word is not applied to the R b i ~ c e ~ o s .  

The  combars between the FJephant and Rhinoceros, a fable, 
derived from Pliny. 

An entire Rhinoceros was found buried in s bank of a Sibirian 
river, in the  antient frozen foil, with the f i n ,  tendons, and fome 
of the fleih in the higheit prefervation. This fa&, incredible as it 

is at firit fight, i s  given, not only on the belt authority * : but, 
as an evidence, the complete head is now preferued in the 
Mkfiirrn at  PetPrjbnrg : the body was diicovered in 1772, in 
the fandy banks of the Ws'tim, a rrver falIing into the Lena 
below Jakut/R, in N. lat. 64, and a moit ample account of it 
given by tha t  able naturalifl Do&or PALLAS, to whom this 
work is under. iuch frequent obligations. 

- 
D~.'PALLAs, NOV. Corn. Ptfrop. xvii. 5%. tab; m. 
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